LAB – Which Way is North?
Purpose:  Create a simple compass using a magnetized needle in order to find the earth’s magnetic north pole.

Materials:

· Needle

· Bar magnet

· Bowl or container

· Water

· Piece of foam or other buoyant material

Procedure:
1. Rub needle along bar magnet several times (approx. 30 seconds).

2. Fix magnetized needle to foam and set gently on top of water surface in bowl.

3. Allow needle to come to rest and record the direction of magnetic north.

Conclusion Questions:

1. How did the bar magnet have an effect on the needle?

2. Draw an arrow in the box below (our classroom) in order to show the direction of magnetic north.  Be sure to indicate the ‘front’ and ‘back’ of the classroom.
