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California Lutheran University is a diverse
scholarly community dedicated to excellence in
the liberal arts and professional studies. Rooted
in the Lutheran tradition of Christian faith,
the University encourages critical inquiry into
matters of both faith and reason. The mission of
the University is to educate leaders for a global
society who are strong in character and judgment,
confident in their identity and vocation, and
committed to service and justice.
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science, education and psychology. Attend small classes on a year-round,
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accelerated schedule in Ventura, Thousand Oaks, Woodland Hills or Glendale.
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No Place to ‘Break a Leg’

Theatre ar ts professor Michael Arndt
has been waiting 20 year s for the
promise of a new ar ts building to be
fulfilled. Although the University’s strategic master plan doesn’t envision a
performing and fine ar ts center in the
near future, Arndt and his colleagues
say the need is critical.
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A Soldier’s Story

While a young man ser ving in World
War II, mathematics professor emeritus Lyle Sladek sent a steady stream
of letters home to his family in South
Dakota. More than 50 years later, his
daughter Karen discovered the treasure trove while rummaging around
in a closet at her parents’ home. She
published the letters in a book, which
was released earlier this year.
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Pitching to a Higher Level

After being picked by the Houston
Astros in the second round of the
2003 Major League Baseball Draft, Cal
Lutheran alumnus Jason Hirsh ’04 has
spent the past year working his way up
the minor league baseball ladder.

Hot Music in a Cool
Country

How does a project for an independent study class at CLU end up being
shown in London, New Yor k and
Toronto? For two multimedia majors it
began by crossing the globe to document Norway’s expanding Hip Hop
scene.
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What’s In a Name?

By Luther S. Luedtke

Readers respond to Dr. Luther Luedtke’s column in the
summer 2004 issue of CLU Magazine

Proud to be a Kingsman

We’re All God’s Creatures

I am a 1990 graduate and played three years
on the men’s basketball team. I just read where
the school is thinking about changing its nickname. Personally, I am against changing the
name of any of our sports teams. The examples
you gave regarding nickname changes are like
comparing apples to oranges. Those nicknames
supposedly “offended” someone and therefore
were changed. If the politically correct zeal
of our country did not put pressure on those
institutions they would not have changed their
nicknames.
I am proud to be a Kingsman. I do not
want to be a bulldog, lion, bull, gator, lily, tree
hugger, etc. If a change is made, I will understand but will never call CLU sports teams by
any other name than Kingsmen and Regals.
I ﬁnd it interesting that you mention “our
focus on a stronger CLU ‘brand’....” This was
the same reason given to all the athletes back
in 1990 as one of the reasons to lower our athletic programs to NCAA Division III. Not one
athlete that I spoke with during the transition
back then wanted to lower our athletic standards.
I want to thank you for letting me share
my opinion with you. I will always support
CLU no matter what, as it is and always will
be a great place to grow as a student and person.

I saw in the last alumni newsletter that CLU
is looking for a new mascot that is both male
and female. I see no problem with both using
Kingsmen, but I have thought of some other
ideas.
I think we should use something that
reﬂects either Christian or Lutheran history.
Christian warriors were Knights Templar, but
Knights has the male problem. Templars is a
possibility.
The ﬁrst Christians used the ﬁsh sign, so
we could be the CLU ﬁghting ﬁsh.
Another possible nickname refers to
[Martin] Luther’s German heritage ... CLU
Germans? Or Teutonics?
We are all God’s creation. How about
CLU Creatures. Swim creatures for the swim
team. Run creatures for the track team. Math
creatures for the math club. Tall creatures for
the basketball team. Get a cute little purple
and gold unisex glob-like creature that can be
modiﬁed for the area you are working with.
Kathy Vanderpool ’71
Central Point, Ore.

David Rowlands ’90
Englewood, Ohio

Football Fan Remembered
In August, I read an article in my local paper
about Gypsy Boots, a man who had died in
Los Angeles at the age of 89. For those students and alumni from the mid-1970s, Gypsy
Boots was a memorable character at CLU
football games.
As part of the Pep Squad and then Pep
Athletic Commissioner, I noticed him in the
stands. But his vivacious and wacky personality soon had him down with the cheerleaders,
participating in cheers, doing handstands and
cartwheels, and ringing a loud cowbell. We
only knew his name because he always wore

P A G E

Robert Allison, M.B.A.
Vice President for Administration and Finance

Welcome to the Construction Zone

T-shirts that read “Gypsy Boots – Nuts and
Fruits.”
Years after graduating I saw him on several television broadcasts of USC football games.
I did not know much more about him until
reading the article in The Desert Sun, which ran
a picture of him cheering on the Los Angeles
Rams in 1977 and described him as “a ﬁtness
icon, author and health guru who paved the
way for generations of beatniks, hippies and
health food junkies.”
Ellen (Hofﬂand ’77) Sabie
Palm Springs, Calif.

• A partnership with the new national
Lutheran University of India including
program development, faculty and student exchanges, and CLU degrees for
Indian students in business, computer
science and bioengineering

P R E S I D E N T ’ S

A. Joseph Everson, Ph.D.
Interim Provost and Dean of the Faculty

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

• Near completion of CLU’s $80 million
Now is the Time Campaign
• The largest amount of current gifts
and future commitments raised at the
University in a single year
PHIL CHANNING

CLU Administration
Luther S. Luedtke, Ph.D.
University President

• Creation of a new Marketing and
Communications Division resulting in
heightened visibility and civic awareness
for CLU

Breaking ground for the new North Campus Athletics Complex on Oct. 22 are from left: Jack
Gilbert, President Luedtke and Bob Samuelson. For more groundbreaking photos, see page 12.

T

he start of classes each fall launches a
distinctive cycle of events. Although
reminiscent in some ways of previous years, this fall radiates extraordinary
promise and exhilaration for California
Lutheran University.
Looking around our beautiful campus,
one feels the sense of vibrancy and expectation. We see new faces and richness in our
student body, we welcome new faculty and
staff, and we explore new courses and ﬁelds
of study. As we cycle into this academic year,
we are fortunate to build on the signiﬁcant
achievements that marked 2003-2004.
The clouds of dust and caravans
of construction vehicles crossing campus are obvious testimony to our forward
motion. The groundbreaking of the North
Campus Athletics Complex in October
was a momentous milestone in the history
of CLU (one anticipated since 1964), and
the building of yet another residence hall
is striking evidence of the increasing numbers of students who wish to attend the
University.
With merely four decades of history,
CLU has made major strides in resources and
reputation. This is due in great part to the
growing corps of volunteers and supporters

who believe in our mission and act to see it
fulﬁlled. The University’s expanding circle
of alumni, friends and benefactors and the
ever-stronger alliances we are forging with
our business, community and professional
partners are critical to realizing the extensive
possibilities before us.
As we plan the University’s next decade
of progress, we will be calling upon our gifted volunteers, advisers and board members
for their expertise and ideas on how we can
envision and fund the future of CLU.
The accomplishments of the past ﬁscal
and academic year give us the conﬁdence
and courage to engage in the even greater
challenges and opportunities that lie ahead.
A few of the signal achievements of 20032004 include:
• Fall 2004 enrollment of 440 freshmen
(an 18 percent increase) and 170 transfer students
• New academic programs in bioengineering and environmental science
• The foundational work and authorization for an international online master’s
program in Certiﬁed Financial Planning

The University is at an exciting juncture in its development as we set the vision
and strategic priorities for the decade
ahead. These priorities may well include a
new science facility, new academic and professional programs in health and wellness, a
ﬁne arts/performing arts center, additional faculty office space and the expansion
of the library. On a parallel track, we will
continue our timeline for development of
the North Campus athletic facilities.
As we conceive and refine CLU’s
plans for the future, we will actively seek
the counsel, partnership and support of
our expanding circle of friends in the business and corporate communities as well as
among our faculty, staff, benefactors, alumni, volunteers and church friends.
At the opening Convocation in
September one speaker called CLU a
“construction zone.” It is a timely and permanent metaphor for what we do. Yes, we
are building roads, facilities and a major
academic institution. More importantly,
however, California Lutheran University
is building lives – knowledge, character,
careers, values and belief systems – and
leadership for our community and the
world. Welcome to the construction zone.

FALL

2004

5

New Regents Ratified

New Satellite Campus Opens in Glendale

C

BRIAN MOODY

6
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ranks this fall. The following new
regents were ratified by the CLU
Convocation and inducted during
Founders Day Convocation in
October:
Randall S. Foster of Carson,
Vice President for Women’s,
Children’s, Mental Health and
Rehabilitation Services at CedarsSinai prior to his retirement;
Marvin J. Suomi of Los Angeles,
President and Chief Executive
Chairman of KUD Limited (UK);
Franklin Urteaga of Thousand

To India and Back: Exchange
Program Will Beneﬁt Students
on Two Continents

Oaks, founder and CEO of Digital
Coast Advisors, Inc.

ERIK HAGEN ’04

L

Body Shop Founder Anita Roddick
to Keynote Mathews Leadership Forum

D

welcomed three members to its

Officer of KUD International and

alifornia Lutheran University is offering three of its most popular
master’s degree and credential programs for educators at its newest satellite campus in Glendale.
These programs offer working adults interested in becoming special education teachers, school guidance counselors, or school administrators the opportunity to earn master’s degrees in special education,
counseling and guidance, or educational administration. The evening
courses are structured to meet the needs of working professionals and
may be completed in as few as 18-24 months.
Above, Karen Sabourin, left, greets visitors to the satellite campus
located in the Lutheran Center, 1300 E. Colorado St., in Glendale. For
further information about the center or programs offered there, please
call (888) CLU-GRAD or (818) 710-8428.

ame Anita Roddick, founder of The Body Shop and an environmental activist, will serve as keynote speaker at the 35th
Annual Mathews Leadership Forum Tuesday, March 8, from 5 to 8:30
p.m. in the CLU Gym/Auditorium.
“Businesses have the power to do good,” says Roddick, a native
of England who established The Body Shop in 1976. Her philosophy
is carried out in the company’s mission statement which opens with
the commitment “To dedicate our business to the pursuit of social
and environmental change.”
The company, which went public in 1984, is also dedicated to
ensuring that it is ecologically sustainable and “meets the needs of the
present without compromising the future.” Over the years, The Body
Shop has become known for passionately campaigning against animal
testing within the cosmetics industry.
Roddick has strategically aligned her company with organizations like Greenpeace and others that focus on saving the environment while improving the lives of less fortunate people throughout
the world.
For information or to receive a brochure about the forum, please
call the University Relations Ofﬁce at (805) 493-3151.

University Board of Regents

SOMNATH BASU

RYANN MORESI

F

or the 10th straight year, California Lutheran University has
been placed in the top tier of Western Regional Universities
in the U.S. News & World Report annual rankings. The selective liberal arts and science university ranked 18th among schools (from
Texas to the West Coast) offering quality bachelor’s and master’s
degrees.
CLU has consistently remained in the top 25 in the rigorous
ranking system of universities in the western United States and,
based on high scores in several key categories, has maintained its
spot as 18th among top institutions in the West.
Peer institutions are ranking CLU higher, and significant
strides have been made in increasing graduation rates, the percentage of faculty who are full time, and in SAT/ACT percentiles.
CLU consistently ranks high with respect to freshman retention
rates and the percentage of classes with fewer than 20 students.

The California Lutheran

Red Carpet Welcome

C

LU has opened a Welcome Center to greet
campus visitors and to provide them with
information and directions.Conveniently located
on the University’s main parking lot off Mountclef
Boulevard, the center is open from 8 a.m. to midnight Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Saturday, and noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday.
“The Welcome Center provides a hospitable
entry point on the CLU campus. It is the starting point where visitors can receive information
about the University, campus maps and directions,”
says Ritch Eich, Vice President for Marketing and
Communications. “It is yet another manifestation
of the friendly atmosphere for which CLU is so
well-known.”

H I G H L I G H T S

alifornia Lutheran University has entered
into partnership with the Ventura County
Sports Hall of Fame to provide a permanent home
to the county’s prestigious list of sports honorees.
The Hall will be housed in the University’s new
Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center.
Each year new members who have been associated with Ventura County high schools, colleges,
clubs or competitions are inducted into the Hall,
but since its founding in 1983, there has been no
permanent residence for the collection of plaques
and signiﬁcant memorabilia. Categories in which
members are nominated include athlete (high
school, college, amateur or professional), coach,
ofﬁcial, organizer and sports media. The Hall also
provides scholarships to local athletes.

uther S. Luedtke, Ph.D., President of California
Lutheran University and a former Director of
the Indo-American Center for International Studies
in Hyderabad, India, and Dr. K.M. Shyamprasad,
Chancellor of Lutheran University of India, signed
an agreement in October culminating months of
meetings between the two universities. The agreement provides for academic cooperation, faculty and
curriculum development, and student exchange programs. Somnath Basu, Ph.D., a professor in the CLU
School of Business and a native of Calcutta, also participated in the ceremony at Taj Coromandel Hotel
in Chennai.
The agreement will enable state-of-the-art educational curricula and technology to be made available to Indian students as they complete the final
two years of their undergraduate programs in business management, information technology, and bioengineering and healthcare. It also paves the way for
setting up a Study Abroad program that will provide opportunities for American students to study in
India.
As CLU pursues its mission to educate leaders for a global society, university leaders have also
recently agreed to work with Tumaini University in
Iringa, Tanzania to set up a Study Abroad program
that will debut in 2005. The University is already
involved in exchanges with schools in Germany,
Austria, Sweden, the Netherlands, France, Hong
Kong, Japan and other European and Asian nations.

C A M P U S
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Founders Day

C

Top Pick Again in U.S. News Rankings

C A M P U S

Permanently Famous

Christus Award
Presented
Norm Lueck, former Vice
President of Development, was
presented with the Christus
Award at Founders Day
Convocation in October. Since
retiring from CLU, Lueck has
served as an invaluable member
of the CLU Community Leaders
Association as well as numerous
other civic organizations in the
region. The Christus Award is given to community members who
do an outstanding job of building
a bridge between the University
and the church.
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Eleven new faculty members from across the nation joined the staff at California
Lutheran University for the 2004 fall semester.

College of Arts and
Sciences:

CLU’s Athletic Training
Program Earns National
Accreditation

C

alifor nia Lutheran Univer sity’s
Athletic Training Education Program
(ATEP) has received accreditation by the
Commission on Accreditation of Allied
Health Education Programs (CAAHEP).
ATEP, one of four academic emphasis areas in the Exercise Science and Sports
Medicine major, is committed to providing
students with educational, clinical and professional growth opportunities that prepare
them for board certiﬁcation, for entry into
the athletic training profession or for the
pursuit of graduate education in athletic
training, other health professions and/or
exercise sciences.
“Achieving this distinction puts CLU’s
Athletic Training Education Program
in the company of some of the nation’s
top schools,” said Bill Gear, M.S., A.T.C.,
Chair of the Exercise Science and Sports
Medicine Department and Director of the
Athletic Training Education Program.
The accreditation comes at a perfect
time as CLU starts construction on the
North Campus Athletics Complex, which
will include a Sports and Fitness Center
with state-of-the-art educational facilities
for athletic training, the exercise sciences
and physical education.
The CAAHEP accreditation standards
are established by The American Academy
of Family Physicians, The Amer ican
Academy of Pediatrics, The American
Orthopaedic Society for Sports Medicine
and The National Athletic Trainers’
Association Inc.
CLU
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Rekha Bhowmik, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor,
Computer Science
Bhowmik earned her bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral
degrees from the Indian
Institute of Technology. Her
major interests and areas of
exper tise are in database
development, data mining, data
warehouses and computer
graphics.
Jim Bond, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, English
B o n d e a r n e d h i s u n d e rgraduate degree at Ball State
University and completed his
Ph.D. at Indiana University.
Combining his experience in
teaching writing, American
periodicals and publishing history, he has been recognized
for his knowledge of the
Vietnam War in literature.
Area Kramarsky
Instructor, Communication
With a bachelor’s degree from
UCLA and a master’s from the
Annenberg School at USC,
Kramarsky has studied at the
Institute for Survey Research
at the University of Michigan
and was a Freedom Forum
Fellow at Columbia University.
Marja Mogk, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor, English
Mogk earned her undergraduate degree from the University
of Michigan and her Ph.D. from
the University of California,
Berkeley. Her areas of expertise include disability studies,
classical literature, contemporar y Native American literature, African-American literature and dramatic writing.

Mindy Puopolo, Psy.D.
Assistant Professor, Psychology
A licensed clinical psychologist, Puopolo has taught at
California State Univer sity,
Northridge and in 2003 won
the Outstanding Faculty of
the Year Award from students
with disabilities. She earned
her bachelor’s at Plymouth
State College, her master’s at
Notre Dame College and her
Psy.D. at Pepperdine.
Magdalena Teichmann,
Ph.D.
Senior Lecturer, Spanish
Teichmann has taught Spanish
at CLU as an adjunct faculty
member for the past nine years.
She earned her bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degrees from
UCLA, and has traveled and
studied extensively.

School of Business:
Sandra K. Grunewald
Senior Lecturer, Accounting
A licensed CPA and partner in
a local CPA firm, Grunewald
has ser ved as an adjunct
instructor at CLU in the undergraduate program. She earned
her bachelor’s degree at
Augsburg College in Minnesota
and her MBA at CLU.
Bonnie L. Johnson
Senior Lecturer, Finance

Johnson completed her undergraduate studies in accounting
at California State University,
Fuller ton. A financial executive with 10 years of experience in California companies,
Johnson received an MBA
from the Drucker School of
Management at Claremont
Graduate University where
she is currently pursuing her
doctorate in economics.

School of Education:
Carole Feddersen
Instructor, Education

While completing her doctoral
studies, Feddersen has been
serving as an adjunct instructor
at Cleveland State University
for the past four years. She has
also taught in public and private schools in California, Ohio
and Hong Kong. She received
her bachelor’s degree from
Concordia College, M.A. from
National College of Education,
and M.Ed. from BaldwinWallace College in Ohio.
Randall B. Lindsey, Ph.D.
Interim Dean,
School of Education

Lindsey previously ser ved
as Chair of the Depar tment
of Education at Redlands
University and most recently
held a Distinguished Educator
chair in the Graduate School
of Education at Pepperdine.
He received his bachelor’s
degree from Western Illinois
University, his master’s from
the University of Illinois and
his doctorate from Georgia
State University.
Janice Tucker
Instructor,
Instructional Leadership

Tucker brings more than 15
years of leadership experience
in K-12 educational settings
to the School of Education.
She earned her undergraduate degrees at Memor ial
University in Newfoundland
and her M.Ed. at Mount Saint
Vincent University in Halifax,
Nova Scotia. She is completing
her doctoral studies at Indiana
University.

C A M P U S
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New Faculty Members Bring
Breadth of Teaching, Research

Grant Renewal Powers Electronics Research Program

C

LU’s High Density Integration Program for Reliable Power
Devices has received a $44,000 renewal to an original
$35,000 National Science Foundation (NSF) Outreach Award.
The Center for Power Electronics Systems (CPES), which
sponsors the grant, is one of the NSF Engineering Research
Centers whose purpose is to help the United States become a
world leader in power electronics, an active industry which
includes several Los Angeles and Ventura County businesses.
The Center is a consortium of ﬁve universities that were chosen because of their separate areas of expertise in power electronics. The universities include Virginia Tech, University of WisconsinMadison, Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, North Carolina A&T
State University, and the University of Puerto Rico-Mayagüez.

CPES has awarded two outreach grants – one to the University of
Maryland and the second to CLU.
CLU’s program will be conducted through July 2005, under
the direction of Michael Shaw, Ph.D., an associate professor of
bioengineering and physics. Bioengineering major Mohnish
Charan, biochemistry/molecular biology major Anup Patel and
physics major Matthew Swain are currently involved in undergraduate student internships sponsored by the program.
“The objective of our work at CLU is to develop and experimentally validate predictive models for the reliable design of multilayered structures, such as those found within biomedical implant
devices,” said Shaw, who also directs CLU’s Center for Integrated
Science and Bioengineering.

In Memoriam
Carroll Marshall Bowen II, Ph.D.,
passed away on Oct. 19 at the age of 83.
Dr. Bowen was one of the early recipients
of the master of public administration from
CLU and later taught in the MPA program
for 10 years. His late wife, Betty Shirey
Bowen, was a founding faculty member
who taught music at CLU from 19611984.
Maurice “Maury” Knutson, former ﬁnancial ofﬁcer and acting president of California
Lutheran College, passed away on Oct. 9. A
Wyoming banker and rancher, Mr. Knutson
was a prominent churchman in the Lutheran
tradition. In 1970 he was called to CLC
to help the struggling college overcome

its ﬁnancial difﬁculties and, within a year,
the school began balancing its budget. He
served as acting president for six months
in 1971 and was a member of the Board
of Regents and an honorary convocator.
He was awarded an honorary doctorate in
1972.
Ernest J. Newhouse, a Founding Fellow
of California Lutheran College, passed away
on Aug. 23 at the age of 95. A successful
businessman, author and entrepreneur, Mr.
Newhouse and his late wife, Edna, established Newhouse Automotive Industries,
which became the largest manufacturer and
distributor of special sports car and hot rod
equipment in the world. As philanthropists,

they were steadfast in their support of the
church and institutions of higher education,
including California Lutheran University.
Alfred R. Saez, Ph.D., CLU professor emeritus of Spanish, passed away in
Minden, Nev., on Oct. 13. He served
as a missionary for the Lutheran Church
and also worked for the Lutheran Hour
Ministries where he translated and recorded sermons in Spanish for broadcast to
17 countries. Dr. Saez taught at Valparaiso
University from 1946 until 1964 when
he moved to California and served as a
Spanish professor at CLU until his retirement in 1982.
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or mer Kingsman basketball player Jason Smith concluded his second Olympic outing as he competed for
Australia in Greece last summer.
Smith, a 6’4” guard, averaged 6.8
points per game in six games while in
Athens. He was second on the squad with
nine assists and played 157 minutes, third
most of any player on the team. Australia
ﬁnished ninth at the 2004 Olympic games
with a 2-4 overall record after finishing
fourth in the 2000 games in Sydney.
As a freshman, Smith averaged
9.4 points on CLU’s 1993-94 SCIAC
Championship Team. After completing
his first year, he returned to Australia to
play professional basketball with a team
in Melbourne. He currently plays for the
Sydney Kings.

Freshman quarterback Danny Jones was named SCIAC Athlete
of the Week in early October after helping CLU to its first
win of the season, a 32-22 victory over Menlo College. He
completed 23 passes for 353 yards and three touchdowns, all
career-highs. His 79-yard touchdown pass was the longest TD
pass thrown at CLU since the 2001 season.

Kuntz Named to Direct Athletics

D

an Kuntz has been appointed to the
position of Interim Director of Athletics.
He succeeds Bruce Bryde, who began a new
position as Director of Auxiliaries for the
University and Director of Operations for the
new North Campus Athletics Complex.
For 11 years Kuntz has served, and will continue to serve, as the head coach for the men’s
and women’s soccer teams, as well as Athletic
Dan Kuntz,
MA ’95
Marketing Coordinator.
Kuntz, who holds a master’s degree in educational technology
from CLU and a bachelor’s in broadcast station management from
Arizona State University, was the ﬁrst general manager for KCLU
and helped celebrate its formal beginning as a National Public
Radio station.
Rich Rider, head coach of the men’s basketball program, will
serve as Interim Sr. Assistant Director of Athletics.

Senior middle blocker Katie Schneider was named SCIAC
Athlete of the Week in September while helping the Regals go
4-0 at the Occidental/Whittier tournament. In a 3-2 win over
Chapman University, Schneider totaled 23 kills (two short of
the CLU record), 14 digs and 10 blocks. Her six solo blocks set
a new school record. At the tourney, she accumulated 53 kills,
seven aces, 53 digs and 19 total blocks. At one point during the
season, the Regals were ranked 25th in the nation.

CLU Baseball Standout
Still a Champion

T

om Ginther ’82, who holds the
CLU record for triples in a season,
made national sports headlines this summer
when his team, Conejo Valley East Little
League, won the World Series National
Championship at Williamsport, Pa.
Tom Ginther ’82
The Thousand Oaks resident served
as manager of the Little League team guiding the 11- and 12-year-olds to the top berth in the 2004 Little
League World Series for the ﬁrst time. After going undefeated in
22 consecutive tournament games, the Conejo Valley team suffered a 5-2 loss to Curaçao for the World Series Championship.
A coach since the age of 18, Ginther was a standout player
at CLU as he led his 1981 team in homeruns and RBIs. He was
drafted by the Detroit Tigers organization in 1980.

Get the latest scores, stats and schedules at www.clunet.edu/sports
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CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY

HALL of FAME

2004 INDUCTEES
Photo gallery from the gala Hall of Fame Dinner, held at the Hyatt Westlake Plaza on Oct. 15.

Four Join Football
Coaching Lineup

T

he Cal Lutheran football program
brought several new coaches aboard
for the 2004 season:
Jason Opsal, formerly an assistant
at Gustavus Adolphus, in St. Peter, Minn.,
has signed on to take responsibility for the
Kingsmen running backs.
Clay Richardson returned to the
Thousand Oaks campus to coach the
receivers and quarterbacks. He held the
same position at CLU from 1997-1998
and was part of the team that won the
1997 Southern California Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference (SCIAC) title.
Damon Tomeo is coaching the
defensive line as well as serving as the
team’s recruiting coordinator.
Ken Westphalen, a recent CLU
graduate and standout offensive lineman
for the Kingsmen, returned to coach the
offensive line.

Anne Plante accepted the
posthumous award for
Nena Amundson, Ed.D.,
PE/Kinesiology, Women’s A.D.

Rex Baumgartner ’69,
D.D.S., wrestling.

Steve de Laveaga ’89,
basketball.

Don Green Jr. accepted
the posthumous award for
his father Don Green Sr.,
track and field coach.

Beth Rockliffe ’85
Lennan, cross country,
track and volleyball.

Gary Loyd ’69, football,
baseball.

David Regalado ’66,
football, baseball.

Guillermo Ruiz ’93,
soccer.

Rachel WackermanMorrell ’94, soccer.

H I G H L I G H T S

Former Kingsman Shines
at Athens Olympics

S P O R T S

H I G H L I G H T S

SCIAC ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

New Tennis Coach

B

en Roberson has been named the
women’s tennis head coach. A fourtime academic All-American while playing
tennis at Point Loma Nazarene University
in San Diego, Roberson was ranked in
the top-25 nationally by the Unites States
Tennis Association.
He replaces Nancy Garrison, who
retired in May following 10 years at CLU.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN STETHEM
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George “Sparky” Anderson, whose name will grace the new baseball field, and responses from his long-time friend and rival Dodgers
vice president Tommy Lasorda. Keynote speaker Pat McCormick, a
two-time Olympic gold medalist in diving, presented a replica of one
of the medals and her sincere appreciation to Jack Gilbert.
The groundbreaking ceremony was completed with the
entrance of a bulldozer, motor revving, ready to start construction. The first phase of construction will include the Gilbert Sports
and Fitness Center, Samuelson Aquatics Center, George “Sparky”
Anderson Baseball Stadium and a soccer field.

PHIL CHANNING
PHIL CHANNING

PHIL CHANNING

PHIL CHANNING
PHIL CHANNING

PHIL CHANNING
ERIK HAGEN

PHIL CHANNING

BRIAN STETHEM
PHIL CHANNING

H

undreds of CLU supporters poured onto the North
Campus on Oct. 22 to witness groundbreaking ceremonies for the long-anticipated Athletics Complex.
Under sparkling skies, President Luther S. Luedtke
thanked the many donors whose support has made the North
Campus a reality and announced that the centerpiece of the complex, the Sports and Fitness Center, would be named in honor of
Jack and Carol Gilbert who have given so generously to the project.
Karsten Lundring ’65 set a light-hearted tone as a “sports
announcer” for the celebration followed by humorous comments by

PHIL CHANNING

PHIL CHANNING

PHIL CHANNING

PHIL CHANNING

BRIAN STETHEM

North Campus Athletics Complex Off and Running

Top row: Student volunteers sort CLU commemora-

Association Board of Directors; Bill Kane, Chair,

Interim Athletic Director and head soccer coach Dan

tive seat cushions to distribute to groundbreaking

Board of Regents; Heidi Creed ’00, graduate student

Kuntz signs a banner that will be displayed at the dedi-

guests; shovels poised to break ground; guests enter

representative; Jack Gilbert, former member, Board of

cation of the North Campus Athletics Complex.

the North Campus through a balloon archway; waiting

Regents; Tommy Lasorda, Baseball Hall of Fame; and

for the signal to dig in are, from left, the Rev. Scott

George “Sparky” Anderson, Baseball Hall of Fame.

Bottom row: Sports announcer Karsten Lundring
’65 reviews CLU’s history; Olympic gold medalist Pat

Maxwell-Doherty ’77, Campus Pastor; Jason Soyster
’05, ASCLU President; Joanie Young, Chair, Board of

Middle row: CLU athletic memorabilia will be housed

McCormick acknowledges Jack Gilbert for his support;

Regents Development Committee; Pat McCormick,

in the new Alumni Athletic Hall of Fame; President

CLU athletes watch groundbreaking ceremony; stu-

keynote speaker and two-time Olympic gold medalist;

Luedtke, “Sparky” Anderson and Tommy Lasorda;

dent volunteers collect keepsake vials of dirt; a future

Bob Samuelson, former member, Board of Regents;

from left, Board of Regents Chair Bill Kane, Jack

Kingsman does his part; George “Sparky” Anderson

Thousand Oaks Mayor Bob Wilson; President Luther

Gilbert, Luther Luedtke and Bob Samuelson; members

chats with members of the Regals soccer team.

Luedtke; Krister Swanson ’89, President, Alumni

of CLU’s athletic teams cheer on the groundbreaking;
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Pitching to a
Higher Level
By Scott Flanders
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s i d e f ro m h av i n g t o
squeeze his 6-foot-8 frame
into a bus (albeit a nicer
bus these days), things are
going well for former Cal
Lutheran student-athlete

Jason Hirsh.
Drafted by the Houston Astros in the
second round (59th overall) of the 2003
Major League Baseball Draft, Hirsh is currently showcasing his pitching talents with
the Salem Avalanche, Houston’s Advanced
Class A team in Virginia.
The highest draft pick to come out of
Cal Lutheran, Hirsh began his professional
career with the Tri-City Valley Cats of the
NY-Penn League, located in Troy, N.Y. As
Houston’s short-season affiliate, Tri-City
only played 70 games per season compared
to Salem’s Major League-like 140 games.
Progression is the name of the game in
14
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minor league baseball, and Hirsh has been
moving along at a steady clip. After playing
one season with Tri-City, he went straight
to Salem, bypassing Lexington (Kentucky),
Houston’s lower-level, long-season Class A
team.
“My jump from Tri-City to Salem
means that the organization feels my skills
are best suited for an advanced level of A
ball,” said Hirsh, who returned to CLU last
spring to receive his bachelor’s degree in
multimedia. “Players in this league are good
enough to be moved up to Double A at any
time, so this is a big step for me and the
chances of me moving up are possible.”
The Avalanche ﬁnished in fourth place
in the Southern Division of the Carolina
League with a 27-42 record. Hirsh started
23 games, more than any other pitcher on
the roster, and ended the year with a teamleading 11 wins (11-7 overall) and a 4.01

PITC

earned run average. He also totaled a teambest 96 strikeouts in 130.1 innings pitched.
Not surprisingly, the young pitcher has
found some major differences between the
collegiate and professional game. In college,
for instance, he was able to dominate most
hitters because they weren’t used to seeing a
93 mph fastball.
“However, at this level, everyone can
throw a 93 mph fastball; therefore, everyone
has seen it before and can sit on it and blast
it out of the park,” he said, adding that hitters in this league don’t make many mistakes
and are more likely to capitalize on the mistakes of a pitcher.
While at CLU, Hirsh certainly sat a lot
of opponents down with his blazing fastball.
Over three seasons, he struck out 238 batters,
third on the school’s all-time list. A threetime All-Southern California Intercollegiate
Athletic Conference selection, Hirsh set a

new school record with a whopping 18 Ks in
a win over Occidental in 2003. His 26 career
wins are tied for ﬁrst in school history, while
his 13 complete games place him third and
his 258.1 innings pitched put him fourth on
the school’s career lists.
According to Hirsh, he has had to learn
how to “pitch” rather than “throw” since
turning pro. Pitching, he explained, involves
using both sides of the plate, spotting your
fastball wherever you want and being able
to throw some kind of breaking pitch and a
changeup. “I can’t stress enough the importance of having a changeup in my repertoire.
It’s easy to recognize a slider or curveball
because of the spin, but a changeup spins just
like a fastball.” The speed change gets hitters
out on their front foot and they often swing
early or over the top of it, he added.
The CLU alumnus is optimistic about
making it to the next level. Houston’s Double

A team is the Round Rock Express, a member
of the Texas League. Players at this level need
just a small amount of ﬁne-tuning, and many
are called up to the Majors directly from here.
According to Hirsh, to get to the next
level, he has to develop his changeup and
slider and be able to throw these pitches
with more consistency and confidence. He
is pleased with the progress he’s made with
both pitches noting that he has one of the
best changeups in the Carolina league and his
slider is coming along very nicely as well.
So what’s life like for a minor league
baseball player?
“Free time is very hard to come by,” said
Hirsh. “We head to the ballpark around 1 p.m.
and pitchers are on the ﬁeld at 3. Our games
start at 7, and, by the time we are all done
showering and eating, it’s around 10:30.” Days
off occur once every two or three weeks, he
said, and are usually spent on the golf course.

Asked if he is having fun along the way,
Hirsh doesn’t hesitate. “Fun? Of course I’m
having fun! I’m still playing the game I love
and doing it at a more competitive level.”
The best thing about playing pro ball, Hirsh
continued, is playing in front of so many fans,
like the crowd of 5,000 on opening day in
Wilmington, Del.
The downside for the Burbank, Calif.,
native is the travel. “We get bussed around
from city to city and being as tall as I am, I
don’t ﬁt too well on busses.”
Be that as it may, the future holds more
baseball for Hirsh, who ﬁnished the season
strong and will work hard in the off-season to
improve both mentally and physically. “Then,
hopefully next year, I can start in Double A
and maybe get a late season call up.”
And maybe have a chance to duck
through the door of an airplane instead of a
bus.
FALL
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A Soldier’s story
Woman turns father’s WW II letters into a book
By John Mitchell

‘Something snapped’
“Something snapped inside of me,” said Karen,
47. “I also felt some shame that I hadn’t talked
to him about his World War II experiences
before then. I told him I wanted to read the
letters.
“He sat me down in his chair, the place
of honor, and he set up a reading light for me,
which was really sweet, which is Dad’s way.
And I began to read.”
She read and read and read. She called her
husband, Norm Ferguson, back on Bainbridge
Island and told him she would be a week late.

16
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When she ﬁnished the last letter, she was totally fascinated.
“I said, ‘Dad, this would make an incredible movie,’” she said. “He had had so many
studies, so many experiences. By the time
he was 21, he had circled the globe, been to
all the major cities we dream about. It really
struck me that until I read his letters I had had
no idea of what he had done.
“Oh, I knew he had been overseas, we
have some artifacts. But to this day I wonder
why I didn’t know more about him until I
read those letters. This is the part that makes
me cry. I meet so many other people doing
the same thing, only I was fortunate to ﬁnd
the letters and talk to him while he is still
alive. Other people wish they could talk to
their parents, but most of them are gone.”
A proud dad
For his part, Lyle Sladek, 80, is proud of how
his daughter put together the book.
“She put in the letters almost verbatim,”
he said. “I pointed out to her some bad spelling and punctuation, but she left them in. I’m
very grateful to her for doing the book. I think
World War II history should be passed along
to people. It might be of beneﬁt in the future.
You go to the movies and you get the screenwriter’s imagination and embellishments, but
in the book you get what I saw at that time.”
The letters begin Jan. 21, 1941, actually
on a penny postcard, when he was a senior at
Chamberlain High School in Chamberlain,
S.D., 15 miles from the family far m in
Pukwana. The untrustworthy dirt roads meant
he had to live in Chamberlain. The letters end
May 18, 1946, as he prepared to debark from
Italy back to the United States and trade his
Army uniform for civvies.

In between, Sladek regaled his family
with observations such as Dec. 7, 1941’s “Well
Japan has attacked Honolulu but I think Japan
will be licked within a week”; from boot camp
at Miami Beach March 23, 1943, “One of the
fellows name is Yokum so we call him Lil
Abner. He and another fellow are going to eat
a jar of olives tonite. There is a group singing
a popular song in the other wing, ‘You are my
Sunshine’”; and from India on June 17, 1945,
“For the past few years it has been my ambition to ‘ﬂy the Hump’ and I believe tomorrow
I’ll get the chance. Will be fun to see a bit of
China too. Want to go along?’”
Protecting codes
Sladek’s job at the Army camp in Assam, India,
was ofﬁcer-in-charge of the cryptographic station.
“I had to make sure there was no breach
of security,” he said in a recent interview. “If
there was a breach, all the codes around the
world would have to be changed. We had no
breaches. Our men were well trained and conscientious. Not even the commanding ofﬁcer
of the base was allowed into the coding station
without authorization.”
Though his job kept him on the base, he
did get to make two dangerous ﬂights over and
in between the peaks of the Himalayas (the
Hump) aboard a C-46 cargo plane ferrying
supplies to China. Back in the United States
he had taken some ﬂying lessons and one of
his biggest thrills of the war was being allowed
to pilot a C-46 for about an hour on one of
the trips.
On V-J Day, Aug. 15, 1945, he wrote to
his sister, Irene: “Say, this world of ours sure
looks pretty bright doesn’t it. Can you imagine a carefree existence again. And from now

on it’s, ‘Hey Bud, don’t you know there isn’t a
war on?’”
Returning home, Sladek took advantage
of the GI Bill and returned to South Dakota
State College, where he had begun studying
engineering ﬁve years earlier. His Army training in pre-meteorology, communications and
cryptology contributed to his changing his
major to mathematics. He taught the subject at high schools, then received a master’s
degree in mathematics education from Stanford
University in 1963 and came to CLU that fall.
Starting a family
At SDSC he met a striking blonde, Patricia
Knotts, and it wasn’t long before romance
bloomed. They were married in 1948. Patricia
worked as a registered nurse for several years
before retiring to take care of her growing family of four daughters.
It took Karen Sladek almost ﬁve years to
pull the book together. The title “Lucky Stars
and Gold Bars” reﬂects her father’s feelings that
he was very fortunate in his wartime experiences.
He felt he had many opportunities that
contributed to sparing his life and, though he
was in the China-Burma-India combat theater,
he was never in a firefight. The “Gold Bars”
refers to his rank of lieutenant, even though he
was a ﬁrst lieutenant with silver bars when he
was discharged.
Reprinted with permission from the Ventura
County Star, July 24, 2004.
DANA R. BOWLER/STAR STAFF

F

ive years ago Karen Sladek of
Bainbridge Island, Wash., came to
her parents’ home on the campus of
California Lutheran University to help
them prepare an estate plan. During
that process, she rummaged through their
belongings, including old paperwork and documentation. Tucked inside her dad’s den closet,
she found a cardboard box he had stashed 25
years earlier. It was ﬁlled with 400 letters he had
written to his family during World War II.
Little did she realize that she had discovered a treasure trove, the core of a book she
would publish this year titled Lucky Stars and
Gold Bars: A World War II Odyssey. The 400
letters anchor the book with Karen adding
commentary throughout on her father’s growing-up years, and putting the letters in context
with war events.
Her father, Lyle Sladek, who retired in
1994 after teaching math at Cal Lutheran for
31 years, told Karen he had found the box
some 30 years after the war, following the
death of his parents. He had put the letters in
the closet intending to read them when he
had time. He never found the time.

Lucky Stars and Gold Bars: A World War II
Odyssey may be purchased online at LuckyStars
AndGoldBars.com or by calling (800) 247-6553.
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No Place to ‘Break a Leg’

Not Just Entertainment
Although the arts ultimately provide entertainment for audiences, they are built on
serious academic programs, points out
Music Department Chair Wyant Morton,
D.M.A. “We’ve just approved a new curriculum based on an innovative interdisciplinary model, and we [Music and Theatre
Arts departments] are poised to do a lot of
creative things together.”
The new curriculum, which integrates
faculty from both departments, allows students to add concentrations such as musical
theatre to their majors. This recent partnership between music and theatre arts promises cohesive academic programs and greater
options for students.
As faculty is drawn closer together through curricula and class offerings, a
18
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W

hen the lights dim in the
music hall or theater, a
hush falls over the audience. The anticipation is
palpable as the curtain rises or the baton is
lifted. The show begins, and the audience
is immersed into the performance – transported to another place.
The scenery, the sound system, the
ambience of the theater, the talent of the
musicians or actors all contribute to the
performance. What is not so apparent, however, is the education and motivation that
has propelled the performers and technical staff to this point in their professional
careers. Nor is the impetus that thrust them
into such creative ﬁelds.
Lutheran higher education has always
placed a strong emphasis on art and beauty. Harkening back to Martin Luther, who
himself wrote music, the colleges have
underscored the arts as a vital component in
a liberal arts education. As a result, most students, regardless of their majors, are involved
in the arts in some way, and a startling number of graduates of Lutheran colleges go on
to work professionally in music, theater, ﬁlm
and television.

Theatre Arts Department Chair

Music Department Chair

Michael Arndt

Wyant Morton

desire to have ofﬁces, classrooms and studios that are grouped together is emerging.
In addition, a long-standing campus dream
of developing a center for the creative and
performing arts on campus – a place where
all ﬁne arts can be housed – is resurfacing.
A Need for Artistic Space
What CLU needs, according to Michael
Brint Ph.D., Dean of the College of Arts
and Sciences, is a new building which is
designed as a ﬂuid, integrated, artistic space
that brings the arts together yet accommodates each department’s individual needs.
The facility would incorporate gallery
space, studios for painting, ceramics and
other forms of applied arts as well as performance halls, theaters, and rehearsal, scenery
and costume rooms.
“The arts and its faculty are spread
all over campus,” Morton adds. “Fine arts
students are never together. Just think how
much more effective our programs would
be if we were all in one building.”

Michael Arndt, M.F.A., Chair of the
Theatre Arts Department, who came to
CLU 23 years ago on the promise that a
new arts building would be constructed
within three years, agrees. “At Valparaiso
University [one of CLU’s sister colleges],
the chairs of the performing arts departments share an ofﬁce.”
Against All Odds
Despite inadequate performance facilities, classrooms and rehearsal spaces, CLU’s
Music and Theatre Arts departments have
gained national acclaim for their programs.
In 2003 the Mainstage Theatre production
of Noel Coward’s Hay Fever was selected
for performance at the prestigious Region
VIII Kennedy Center/American College
Theatre Festival. It was one of only eight drama productions chosen from universities in
California, Arizona, Nevada, Utah and Hawaii.
During the festival, Arndt was presented
with the Excellence in Theater Education
Award in recognition of his outstanding

Lutheran higher
education has always
placed a strong emphasis
on art and beauty.
Harkening back to
Martin Luther, who
himself wrote music, the
colleges have underscored
the arts as a vital
component in a liberal
arts education.
work as an educator and the respect he has
garnered from theater faculty colleagues at
institutions throughout the region.
“We’ve had to make things work,”
Arndt explains. “Spaces are inadequate, and
often student directors have to rehearse on
the lawn or in dorm rooms.”
One of the things that holds us back,
Morton points out, is poor facilities. “Our
sister colleges are much older than we are,
and they all started with poor facilities.
What has propelled their arts programs forward are their new facilities.”
Huge Opportunity
The lack of adequate facilities restricts the
music programs at CLU, Dan Geeting,
D.M.A., Professor of Music, says. “The
Christmas concert, for example, is curtailed
because we can’t ﬁt more performers on the
stage.” Other obstacles he identiﬁes include
no dedicated space for rehearsals; no place to
have separate rehearsals for parts of the choir
and only three practice rooms.

“When potential students compare us
with competing schools, we inevitably come
in last. We can’t even show them a performance hall,” he notes. Yet, because of its
proximity to Los Angeles, CLU has a unique
opportunity to train people in the arts.
What CLU requires to compete and to
interest more talented, high achieving ﬁne
arts majors, Arndt asserts, is a new building
with a separate art gallery, concert hall and
theater. Sharing facilities is not the answer,
he says. “Just as you can’t play basketball in
a swimming pool, you can’t have a successful arts program in makeshift, overbooked
facilities.”
Every other spring the Theatre Arts
and Music departments rent a facility at
the Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza. “We
want to give our students the experience
of working in a full-blown theater,” Arndt
continues. “The cost of a musical production is nearly $50,000 – $13,000 of which
is earmarked for theater rental and technical staff. If we had our own theater, we
wouldn’t have to pay those fees.”
The time for the arts is overdue at Cal
Lutheran. As President Luther Luedtke said
when he addressed the faculty this summer,
“As we continue to build the campus . . . we
need to embrace the performing and other
ﬁne arts more robustly. I hope we have the
capacity and the vision and the high mindedness to fund a ﬁne arts center for our students, faculty, staff and community.” Interim
Provost Joseph Everson goes a step further.
“Why not have an initiative for the arts and
sciences?”
As it approaches its 50th anniversary,
CLU is mature enough to join its sister colleges in building its identity as a center for
the arts. Perhaps in the not-so-distant future
when the audience springs to its feet in a
standing ovation at the end of a spectacular
performance, the theater will be housed in a
ﬁne arts complex located on campus.
Carol Keochekian and Ritch K. Eich, Ph.D.,
contributed to this article.

Spring Marquee
CLU Music and Theatre Arts departments are
delighted to present two remarkable musical
productions in the spring of 2005.

The Chamber Music of
Esa-Pekka Salonen

Featuring special guests Esa-Pekka Salonen,
conductor of the Los Angeles Philharmonic,
and internationally known pianist Gloria
Cheng
Sunday, Feb. 20, 2 p.m.
Samuelson Chapel
Don’t miss this once in a lifetime concert featuring
the chamber music of Esa-Pekka Salonen performed
by CLU faculty, student and alumni musicians.
Maestro Salonen, recognized as an accomplished
composer as well as conductor, will be in attendance
to discuss his music with the audience.
Guest artist Gloria Cheng, widely renowned
as one of today’s foremost interpreters of
contemporary music, will perform the U.S. premiere
of Salonen’s new compositions for piano. Other
works that will be performed include “Lachen
Verlernt” (violin), “Yta I” (alto ﬂute), “Meeting”
(clarinet/harpsichord) and “Five Images After
Sappho” (soprano/chamber ensemble).
For additional information, please contact
the Music Department at (805) 493-3305. To
learn more about Esa-Pekka Salonen, visit
www.esapekkasalonen.com.

Candide
Friday and Saturday, April 29 and 30, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 1, 2:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday, May 6 and 7, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 8, 2:30 p.m.
Scherr Forum Theatre,
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza
Based on Voltaire’s satirical masterpiece, Candide
tells the story of a young man, Candide, who is
determined to follow his instructor’s creed of
mindless optimism. Even after being banished from
his homeland, captured by Bulgarians, beaten and
left for dead by the Spanish Inquisition, robbed
of everything he owns, and torn repeatedly from
the woman he loves, Candide still clings to the
philosophy that everything is for the best in this, “the
best of all possible worlds.”
With Leonard Bernstein’s incredible music and
lyrics by some of the wittiest writers of the 20th
Century, the musical approaches operatic quality
and yet is a hilarious romp across the globe. The
CLU production will feature a live orchestra and full
choral musical support.
Tickets are $25 and may be purchased through
Ticketmaster or at the Civic Arts Plaza Box Ofﬁce.
For further information, please call (805) 493-3415.
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HOT MUSIC IN A COOL COUNTRY

BRIAN STEHEM

By Dan Restuccio

O

ne doesn’t usually
connect Hip-Hop
music and Norway.
Nevertheless, the
two merged in
Hip-Hop Norge, a
documentary produced and directed by
California Lutheran University multimedia majors Trygge Toven ’05 and Ben
Campanaro ’05.
The atypical production is so impressive
that it was selected as part of the “Desktop
High-Deﬁnition Tour” sponsored by Adobe
Systems Inc. and Microsoft Corporation. The
tour featuring cutting-edge, High-Deﬁnition
video production technology by major corporations opened in Los Angeles and traveled
to Toronto, New York City and London.
“This started as a video project for a
CLU independent study class,” recalls Toven,
who was enrolled in the semester abroad
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Multimedia majors Ben Campanaro, left,
Trygge Toven, Brady Betzel and Aaron

program at the University of Oslo. “I decided to do a documentary on the Norwegian
music scene. So when I got over there, I got
further into the Hip-Hop scene, and by being
at the right place at the right time, I was able
to connect with all the major players.”
Hip-Hop Norge was produced in HighDefinition video and features the popular
Norwegian Hip-Hop group the Paperboys.
“I went to Hip-Hop night at a club called
The Living Room in Oslo,” relates Toven.
“DJ Pope from the Paperboys was spinning
that night and Vinnie, the rapper from the
Paperboys, was there as well. I pitched them
the idea of my video and they said okay.”
The six-minute piece was shown at the
National Association of Broadcasters (NAB)
Convention in April at the Adobe Systems
and JVC booths. It is the ﬁrst episode in a
planned series on the global Hip-Hop music
scene.

Collins display their work.

Cinematographer and co-producer
Campanaro became involved in the production when he saw the early footage Toven
brought back with him from Oslo. “I was
excited to help bring the project to the next
level,” he recalls. “Trygge and I both like the
popular Hip-Hop music from the States,

but I had no idea there was such a big scene
outside of the country.”
After many hours of pre-production
planning and logistics, Toven and Campanaro
traveled to Oslo where they spent 11 days
meeting with and interviewing some of the
top Hip-Hop acts including the Paperboys,

Equicez, Klovner i Kamp, Diaz, Tommy Tee,
Karpe Diem and grafﬁti artist Pay2.
The filmmakers did all their principal cinematography using a new HighDefinition video camera provided by
Lawrence Librach, assistant vice president of
business development broadcast and entertainment at JVC Professional Products.
“I was really surprised that we were
able to get good looking footage from situations where we had very little control over
lighting and camera placement,” explains
Campanaro. “Our schedule was so busy that
we didn’t have a lot of time to scout locations.”
Both broadcast television and feature ﬁlms are migrating to High-Deﬁnition
production. The advantage of desktop
continued on page 22
FALL

2004
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What do an animated duck, Norwegian Hip-Hop, Morning
Glory and Ryan Seacrest have in common?

Hot Music continued from page 21

High-Deﬁnition technology is that you can
cost effectively produce programs with high
production values.
At CLU the Multimedia Department is
spearheading an effort to enhance the existing curriculum by incorporating this technology in the production of documentaries,
dramatic shorts, visual-effects and animation,
according to Tim Hengst, associate professor
and chair of the department. Working with
this state-of-the art hardware and software,
he notes, provides students with the handson experience and knowledge that gives
them an advantage in the highly competitive entertainment industry.
After shooting nearly 22 hours of footage, Toven and Campanaro returned to CLU
where they edited the program using Adobe
Systems’ new Premiere Pro software in conjunction with a special High-Definition
software plug-in called Aspect HD made by
the Cineform company.
“This project is a tribute to the energy
and dedication of the students at CLU and
the commitment of our faculty,” says Hengst.
“Not many people are aware of the tremendous hurdles that were crossed on a variety
of fronts to bring this project to fruition.”
“It really boils down to the idea,” he
continues. “Concept is king, and if you
have a good idea, a solid concept, using this
desktop technology you can produce programs that would have cost tens of thousands if not hundreds of thousands of dollars
just a few years ago. We’re very proud of the
enormous effort these students put in. They
logged many, many hours putting this project together.”
Toven and Campanaro are currently
sending out demos of Hip-Hop Norge seeking to attract interest from networks such as
MTV or Fuse TV to back further development of their project.
Toven emphatically believes Hip-Hop
is all about real life. “There’s a rhythm in
Hip-Hop that just makes you feel good but
that also clues you into the harsh realities of
other people’s lives.” Hip-Hop people tell it
exactly like it is, the ﬁlmmaker notes. “It’s
not vague lyrics where you have to ﬁgure it
out. It’s just straight, real talk.”
Dan Restuccio is an instructor in the Multimedia
Department.
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A) Presidential re-election commercials
B) Half-time entertainment at the next CLU football game
C) California Lutheran University multimedia students

T

he answer of course is C. Since its inception the award-winning multimedia program at CLU has grown from pioneering Internet development curriculum to
an all-inclusive career preparation program that includes creative development,
3D animation, visual effects, video games, experimental media and High-Deﬁnition digital cinema production.
This trend is in sync with the entertainment industry at large, which clearly understands the proﬁtability of an integrated media approach. From sophomore year, CLU
students are trained in the creative, technical and business aspects of how this system
works. An immersive, interdisciplinary curriculum focused on modeling the real world
in the classroom gives multimedia majors a competitive edge at graduation.

Morning Glory DVD and Film Garden Productions
The award-winning Morning Glory magazine is CLU’s premier student literary and art
showcase publication. The 2004 edition, for the ﬁrst time, includes a DVD containing
experimental media works and original music compositions by CLU multimedia artists
and musicians. In addition six short documentaries about artists featured in the magazine are on the disc.
For producer/director Aaron Collins ’05, the Morning Glory project was a class
assignment that took over his life for the two weeks it took to organize, shoot and edit
the 26 minutes of programming for the disc. The positive reception to the DVD earned
him a summer internship at Film Garden Productions, which produces programming
for the Discovery Channel, the Travel Channel and Animal Planet. In addition to doing
research, entering data, logging footage and operating the boom microphone, Collins
was able to help with new programming ideas.
“It was an adventure that gave me a sense of a deadline,” he notes. “There is no
such thing as a nine-to-ﬁve job in this industry.”
On Air with Ryan Seacrest
Senior multimedia student Brady Betzel interviewed and beat out some 200 people
for a coveted internship on the Ryan Seacrest show. He found the job through CLU’s
Career Services ofﬁce and Malika Rice ’02, who is the internship coordinator of the
show.
After six months of doing research and assisting staff, he worked his way up to a
paid position as news coordinator. “It was hard doing an internship and going to school
but, in the end, it paid off with a full-time job,” says Betzel, who is seriously considering
a career as an editor or producer.
The Sixth Annual Great Conejo Duck Race Spot
The talents of multimedia students Jamie Aronson ’05, Travis Dulgerian ’05, Robert
Howie ’05, Barlow Gillmore ’06 and alumnus Kevin Aguirre ’02 were enlisted by Many
Mansions, a Thousand Oaks nonproﬁt organization, to produce a 30-second animated
commercial promoting its annual Great Conejo Duck Race.
Dulgerian, Howie and Aronson met with representatives of Many Mansions to
work out the concept for the commercial, which was storyboarded by Gillmore.
Howie was responsible for sound design while Aronson and Aguirre created the animation in a software program called Maxon Cinema 4D. With additional support from
Paul Babb, president of Maxon’s U.S. division, the commercial was completed on time
and aired on local cable channels.
“It was fun working on a professional level project that actually got on the air,”
says Dulgerian.

Alumni News
Alumni, this is your chance
to tell us what important
things you are doing. We
are interested in hearing about promotions,
job changes, education
updates, address changes,
new e-mail addresses, marriages, births, honors and
awards. Keep us informed!
Write to your class
representative or to the
Alumni Relations Office at:
California Lutheran
University
Alumni Relations Office
60 W. Olsen Road #1500
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
alumni@clunet.edu
Or visit www.clunet.
edu/Alumni and click on
“Submit Your Class Notes.”
If you are interested in
being a class rep, please
contact the Alumni Office
at (805) 493-3170.

’64

’69

Class Representative

Class Representatives

Linda (Gulsrud) Harris
28746 Pisces St.
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day
4008 Coral Reef Place
Lake Havasu, AZ 86406
jimjudy@citlink.net

’65

Kay Hanson, Ann Arbor,

Class Representative
Ruth Ann Johnson
1036 Michelangelo Drive
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
Karen (Reitan) Anderson,

Copperopolis, Calif., retired in
June after 38 years as a biology
teacher and assistant principal
at Tracy High School. She and
husband Ed ’72, who retired
two years ago as Principal of
Tracy Adult School, are completing construction on a log
home.

’67
Class Representatives
David and Janet (Monson)
Andersen
1512 Robinson St.
Oroville, CA 95965
daandersen@cncnet.com

’68
Class Representative
Gerry Price
240 East J 12
Lancaster, CA 93535
doodlesdad@aol.com

Mich., is in her third year of a
five-year Ph.D. program in special education at University of
Michigan where she also works
as a graduate student instructor.
Jeanne Landdeck-Sisco, Tuc-

son, Ariz., retired in June as
Executive Director of Casa de
los Niños, the first crisis nursery in the country. Arizona
Gov. Janet Napolitano and state
Rep. Jim Kolbe were among
the dignitaries who recognized
Jeanne’s leadership and advocacy on behalf of child abuse and
neglect victims in the state.

’71
Class Representative
Adele (Broas) Trent
5935 Brayton Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90805

’72
Class Representatives
Rebecca (Overton) France
1555 Shadow Glen Court
Westlake Village, CA 91361
Steve Miller
362 Yacon St.
Vista, CA 92083
slmmiller@cox.net
Alan Virgil
24660 Via Valmonte
Torrance, CA 90505-6801

KATIE BINZ

Pop Quiz.

New Face
in Alumni
Relations
Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren, Ventura, Calif., has joined
the CLU Alumni and Parent
Relations Office as Assistant
Director. She replaces Jennifer
(Dowling ’95) Marsteen, who
had served in that role for the
past four years.
After graduating with a
major in liberal arts, Rachel
joined the Lutheran Volunteer
Corps in Chicago. Following
two years as Youth Director
at Christ Evangelical Lutheran
Church, she spent three years
working for the Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA) Churchwide ofﬁce with
the Youth Ministries/Gathering
team and the World Hunger
Appeal team.
In her new position, Rachel
will spend most of her time
on alumni, parent and student
activities including Homecoming, class reunions, choir tour,
Commencement and Hall of
Fame.

Tim Hengst, Thousand Oaks,
Calif., received an Award of
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Alumni Awards Go To Three
for Outstanding Service
Brian McCoy ’95
Service to Alma Mater
Since graduating with a degree in
marketing and advertising, Brian has
been a member of numerous university
planning committees, including those
for the Mathews Leadership Forum and
the annual Alumni Homecoming Golf
Tournament, as well as a ubiquitous
presenter at many recurring student
events. He has been a cook at the
Scandinavian Festival, called bingo at
Family Weekend events and served on the Alumni Association Board
of Directors, including two terms as president. Brian is a financial
planner with Investor’s Advantage in Westlake Village.
Eugene Dente ’76
Humanitarian
Eugene graduated with a degree in
administration of justice and today is a
successful precious gem manufacturer
in San Diego. For the past decade,
Gene has developed, promoted and
donated to academic resource funds
that help scholar/athletes complete their
education after their athletic eligibility
has ended, thereby helping assure their
continued success. Through his hard
work, generosity and business acumen, one such fund has raised more
than $1 million to assist these students. In addition, Gene’s generosity
has extended to support Amvets, Boys & Girls Club, Children’s
Hospital, Goodwill, Make a Wish Foundation, National Kidney
Foundation, United Way and the YMCA, to name just a few.
Holly Solberg ’91
Humanitarian
After graduating from CLU with a degree
in biology, Holly applied her education
and skills to do humanitarian work for
the Peace Corps in Guatemala. There
she organized and trained Peace Corps
volunteers and educated women in
gardening, health, sanitation and nutrition.
While continuing her humanitarian work
for CARE during the 1990s, Holly went on
to get her master’s in humanitarian assistance from Tufts University.
For the past three years, she has worked for CARE Ethiopia as
the Assistant Country Director with responsibilities for managing
food security, emergency programs, HIV/AIDS awareness and care,
reproductive health, child survival and education of young girls. She is
currently assigned to Mozambique.

Merit for an illustration depicting the surgical repair of Hypoplastic Left Heart Syndrome
shown at the Annual Meeting
of the Association of Medical
Illustrators held this year in
Cleveland. Tim is an associate
professor of multimedia at CLU
and chair of the department.

’78

’73

Dottie (Roman) Sterling
1625 Foxridge Circle
Auburn, CA 95603-5959
sterling@newworld.net

Class Representative
Claudine (Dumelle) Linzer
1188 Druid Walk
Decatur, GA 30033-3736

’74

Class Representatives
Jon Backstrom
P.O. Box 375
Indianola, IA 50125
backstrom@yahoo.com

’79
Class Representative

Class Representative

Rhondi (Pinkstaff) Mitchell
26410 Misty Ridge Place
Fair Oaks Ranch, CA 91387
Rhondi_Mitchell@hartdistrict.org

Lea Lamp
6530 W. Westwind Drive
Glendale, AZ 85310
LampLea@hotmail.com

’80

’75
Class Representative
Gloria Falls
1629 E. Killen Place
Compton, CA 90221-1300
gloriaff@aol.com

’76
Class Representatives
Victoria (Vasco) Green
48801 97th St. E
Lancaster, CA 93535
David Sander
116 Lonesome Trail
Haslet, TX 76052
dsjsander@cs.com
Arnold Conrad, Modesto,
Calif., teaches sixth grade at
Somerset Middle School. He
has been teaching for 27 years.

’77
Class Representative
John Rarick, Ph.D.
P.O. Box 1747
Poulsbo, WA 98370
JRarickPhD@cs.com

HOMECOMING 2004

Class Representative
Ginny Green
lhommedu@rea-alp.com

Class of 1964

Class of 1969

Class of 1974

Class of 1979

Former Wrestlers

Class of 1989

’81
Class Representative
Tori Nordin
8104 Aralia Drive
Austin, TX 78750
torinordin@aol.com
Debra Barnes, Lodi, Calif., is

a senior attorney advisor with
the Social Security Administration. From March 2003 to
October of this year, she served
as a training team leader for a
national software release. She
spent a year at Social Security
headquarters in Baltimore, then
several months at the Social
Security Office of Hearings and
Appeals in Falls Church, Va.,
before returning to California
last month.
Lynda Fluskey-Newman, M.D.,

Georgetown, Ky., is a physician
at St. Joseph’s East Hospital in
Lexington. She and her husband and three children live on
five acres in Bluegrass country
among beautiful horse farms.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN STETHEM
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Alumni Board of Directors
Executive Committee
Krister Swanson ’89
President
Lydia Adalian, MBA ’91
Secretary
Sasan Nikoomanesh, MBA ’99
Vice President, Development
Stephen Foster ’94
Vice President, University Relations
Bill Swiontkowski ’67
Vice President, Enrichment &
Recognition
Brad Bjelke ’98
Chris Czernek ’02
Carol DeMars ’67

Miraculous Run Nabs Gold Medal for Scott Klein

Top Ten in California

second grade in the Simi Valley
Unified School District.

Scott Klein ’90 was on his
deathbed a year ago. The
36-year-old Valencia resident
could barely breathe after
cystic fibrosis clogged his
lungs and threatened his life.
In September of last year, he
underwent a risky double
lung replacement, which allowed him to inhale for
the first time in years without effort or pain.
Within three months after the transplant surgery, Klein was participating in athletics again. He
took up hockey, a life-long love, and in March biked
the Los Angeles Marathon. But his shining moment
took place in July when Klein competed in the 4 by
100-meter relay in the U.S. Transplant Games at the
University of Minnesota and received a gold medal
with Team Southern California. He also won a silver
medal in volleyball, which he gave to his doctor,

Jacquelynne Fontaine ’04, Moorpark, Calif., was one of 10 semiﬁnalists in the Miss California pageant in July. A music major at CLU,
Jacquelynne performed “Juliet’s Waltz” from the opera “Romeo and
Juliet” in the talent portion of the competition. She was crowned
Miss Ventura County on Oct. 25, 2003. Jacquelynne plans to attend
graduate school and pursue a career in opera.

Louis Lopez Jr., Moorpark,
Calif., is a Christian outreach
specialist with Rosarito Beach
Christian Light House in
Mexico. Louis’ great grandfather, Luis Borja, a Christian
missionary in Spain and Mexico
before immigrating to Simi
Valley in 1924, established the
first Mexican Christian Church
in the Moorpark/Simi Valley area in 1936. In July Louis
petitioned the courts to legally
change his name to Christian
David Lopez.

Chris Landon of Ventura. The
gold medal went to his church,
Christ Lutheran in Valencia.
The U.S. Transplant Games
drew some 1,500 competitors
from around the country who
have received donated kidneys,
hearts and livers. Organized by
the National Kidney Foundation, the purpose of the
games is to showcase the success of transplantation
and encourage organ donation.
Klein was diagnosed with cystic ﬁbrosis at the age
of two. At that time most children with the disease
did not live past that age. He beat the odds and
relied on sports to keep his body strong until adulthood when his lungs ﬁnally gave out.
“It’s such a miracle,” he says. “I was on my
deathbed a year ago, and now I’m winning medals.”

Mary Ildvad ’82
Susan Lundeen-Smuck ’88
Karen Meier ’89
Kaja Odegard ’05 (SAA Student
Advisor)
Michaela (Crawford ’79) Reaves
(Faculty Representative)
Jeff Shea ’98
Jason Soyster ’05 (ASCLU
Representative)
David Spurlock Jr. ’69 (Regent
Representative)
Ragnar Storm-Larsen ’69
Adele (Broas ’71) Trent
Director of Alumni
Development and Parent
Relations
Elaine Benditson, MBA ’03
Assistant Director of
Alumni Relations
Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren

David Fortune, Scottsdale,
Ariz., was appointed Chief
Credit Officer for Capitol Bancorp Limited in July.

’86

’82

Kevin and Brandy (Downing)
Schaffels
7350 Laura Lane
Reseda, CA 91355-8008
brandy.schaffels@motortrend.com
kschaff@clunet.edu

Class Representative
Elizabeth Proctor
2254 Highview Lane NW B-102
Bremerton, WA 98312
Liz.Proctor@WAMU.net

’84
Class Representatives
Mike Engstrom
15371 Seitz Court
Moorpark, CA 93021
angsty2@aol.com
Eric Jensen
5533 Aldren Court
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
eric@mvapmed.com
LeAnn Walters (MBA) ,

Newbury Park, Calif., is founder and president of Quality
Notary Services, LLC, provider
of mobile notary and secretarial
services.

Class Representatives

Jim Guild, Ridgeville, S.C.,

completed his master’s in computer science at the U.S. Naval
Postgraduate School in March.
Both he and his wife, Jennifer
(Rector ’97), were selected to
attend the Naval Postgraduate School through a program
jointly funded by NSF and NSA.
Jim is a former assistant professor
of computer science at CLU and
now works in advanced computer security and information
assurance at SPAWAR (U.S.
Navy’s Space and Warfare Command) in Charleston.

’87
Class Representative
Franc Camara
10411 176th Place NE
Redmond, WA 98052-7208
franccam@microsoft.com
Troy Kuretich, Escondido,
Calif., is a mortgage broker
with Americorp Financial and
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his wife, Vickye, is a real estate
broker. “We are a great team,”
he says, “she sells the homes,
and I do the financing!”

’88
Jennifer (Noblett) Boone,

Thousand Oaks, Calif., is Principal at Cypress Elementary
School in Newbury Park. She
earned her master’s degree at
Chapman University in school
administration and curriculum
and instruction, and is pursuing
a doctorate at USC.

’89
David Haynes, Alpine, Utah, is

President and CEO of Western
Wats, a market research firm in
Orem.
Johnathan Hicks, Pasco, Wash.,

is Lead Financial Analyst for
Energy Northwest in Richland.
Mark Storer, Camarillo,

Calif., is a writer and teaches at
Camarillo High School.
Paul Wenz, Orange, Calif.,

is Minister of Discipleship at
St. John’s Lutheran Church
(LCMS).

’90
Class Representative

Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe
2443 Castlemont Court
Simi Valley, CA 93063
garme@pacbell.net

Julie Donaldson-Prince
223 W. Wolf Road
Peoria, IL 61614
Jprince007@sbcglobal.net

’93

Jeffrey Osburn (MS), M.D.,
Prescott, Ariz., has a private OBGYN practice at the
Prescott Women’s Clinic.

Anne Christenson
P.O. Box 10872
Tempe, AZ 85284
achristenson1@juno.com

’91

’94

Class Representative

Class Representative

Class Representative

Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Fick
22586 Via Santiago
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

Jeff Aschbrenner
5583 Arlene Way
Livermore, CA 94550
Jeff_Aschbrenner@comcast.net

Maj. Stephen Tynan, USMC,
Pensacola, Fla., and wife Jennifer (Nichols) evacuated to his
sister’s home in Hot Springs,
Ark., with their two sons before
hurricane Ivan hit in September.
Before evacuating with his family, Steve had to ﬂy jets from the
base in Pensacola to Millington,
Tenn. He ﬂ ies F/A-18s when he
is with the ﬂeet squadron and
currently is a Flight Instructor
and Student Control Ofﬁcer for
VT-86 at the Naval Air Station.
Steve and Jennifer’s home suffered minimal damage, but more
than 90 percent of the NAS was
severely damaged and several
of their friends lost their homes
completely.

’92
Class Representatives
Mark Marius
1692 Borneo Court, Unit A
Clovis, NM 88101
mariusteam@mac.com

Toby Logsdon, Monroe, N.C.,

is pursuing a master’s in Christian apologetics at Southern
Evangelical Seminary in Charlotte.
Jennifer (Dowling) Marsteen,

Chandler, Ariz., is Director of
Community Development at
Horizon Community Learning
Center, a K-12 public charter school in Phoenix. Until
recently, Jennifer served as
Assistant Director of Alumni
Relations at CLU.

’95
Class Representative
Brian McCoy
264 D Ridgeton Lane
Simi Valley, CA 93065
brian.mccoy@natplan.com
Jason Carignan, Simi Valley,

Calif., is co-owner of Tonic

Brand Communications in
Westlake Village. The strategic
marketing, public relations and
design company specializes in
financial services, action sports,
health care and lifestyle brands.
Alex Gonzales, West Hol-

lywood, Calif., is program
coordinator for the Children’s
Bureau, a foster and adoption
agency.
Kevin Kress, Sonoma, Calif.,

worked and trained with the
U.S. Olympic Three-Day Event
Equestrian Team and attended
the summer games in Athens
with the team. He has opened
his own stables in Sonoma.
Chris Matteson, Bishop, Calif.,
passed his board certification
for Orthopedic Clinical Specialists by the American Board
of Physical Therapy Specialties.
He is one of only 523 orthopedic specialists in California and
2,953 in the United States. In
addition to his private practice,
Chris has been serving as a
traveling trainer with the U.S.
Snowboard Team.
Milton Roa , La Mesa, Calif., is

a child counselor at Herrick’s
Children’s Center in El Cajon.

’96
Class Representative
Justin Knight
2954 Stacy Drive
Simi Valley, CA 93063
kingzman@sbcglobal.net
Steve Guy, Lakewood, Wash., is

a material damage specialist with
Enumclaw Insurance Group.
Emily (Kanney) Fick (TC) ,
Newbury Park, Calif., teaches

Capt. Michael McCloud,
USMC, Jacksonville, N.C., is
assigned to the 24th Marine
Expeditionary Unit (MEU)
in the central Iraqi province
of Northern Babil. Operating
from Forward Operating Base
Kalsu, the unit drove throughout their area of responsibility
establishing rapport with their
neighbors, stopping to offer
residents water and to talk with
them about their living conditions and how the Marines
could help them. McCloud’s
unit is an expeditionary intervention force with the ability
to rapidly organize for combat
operations in virtually any
environment.

’97
Jennifer (Rector) Guild, Rid-

geville, S.C., is a scientist in
advanced computer security
and information assurance at
SPAWAR (U.S. Navy’s Space
and Warfare Command) in
Charleston. She received her
master’s in computer science
from the U.S. Naval Postgraduate School in March. She and
her husband, Jim ’86, are both
ex-Navy now working for the
Navy as civilians.
Jenny Jones, Chatsworth,
Calif., was named outstanding
school psychologist for Ventura
and Santa Barbara counties and
the inland part of Los Angeles
County by the California
Association of School
S P R I N GF A2 L0 L0 1 2 027
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M I L E S T O N E S
Cribnotes
Bennett, Erica Grace was
born on May 16, 2004, to
Kathy and Eric ’92 Bennett.
Berg, Hannah Mae was
born on June 30, 2004, to
Jennifer ’03 and Christopher
’03 Berg.
Brazelton, Aidan Quinn
was born on April 6, 2004,
to Rhonda (Burt ’93) and
Nathanael ’92 Brazelton.
Chelko, Maksym Luka
(Max) was born on June 20,
2004, to Sharon Machuga
Chelko ’92 and Alan Chelko.
Churchman, Evan Donald
was born on June 24, 2004, to
Tracy (Gail ’00) and Donny
’98 Churchman.
Fowle, Nolan Turner was
born on Aug. 19, 2004, to
Shannon (Stingley ’89) and
Kevin Fowle.
Lewis-Maestu, Lexi Ann
was born on July 22, 2004,
to Cindy Lewis (MS ’97) and
Nico Maestu.
Marius, Soren Jack was
born on Aug. 3, 2004, to
Kjersti (Berg ’94) and Mark
’92 Marius.
Matteson, Colton Jeffrey
was born on March 18,
2004, to Tami and Chris ’95
Matteson.
McGinnis, Trevor James
was born on Jan. 26, 2004, to
Andrea (Vallas ’96) and Matt
’97 McGinnis.
Osburn, Charlotte Elaine
was born on Jan. 23, 2004, to
Katherine (Kjonegaard) and
Jeffrey (MS ’90) Osburn.

Psychologists. Jenny works
with students at Madrona,
Manzanita and Wildwood
elementary schools in the
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Pinto, Sean was born on
Aug. 20, 2003, to Traci
Noblitt-Gonzalez ’04 and
John Pinto.
Roa, Emily Virginia was
born on April 30, 2004, to
Melissa and Milton ’95 Roa.

Ryan Pyne ’01 and Alexis
Johnson on Sept. 6, 2003.
Tracy Ahles (TC ’02) and
Eric Morehead on July 10,
2004.
Paul Francis ’03 and Elissa
Jordan ’04 on July 24, 2004.

Oxnard. In June she was honored as Teacher of the Year for
Pacifica High School, Teacher
of the Year for Oxnard Union
High School District and
Teacher of the Year for Ventura
County, 2005. Teacher of the
Year at the state level will be
announced in January. Heidi
also is a support provider/mentor for the district, and she
teaches a class in the School of
Secondary Education at California State University, Northridge. She received an Amgen
Award for Teacher Excellence
in 2001.

Wenz, Victoria Gail was
born on June 30, 2004, to
Lorene (Hintze ’91) and Paul
Wenz ’89.

Benjamin Geiger ’03 and
Rachel Folkert ’04 on Jan.
3, 2004.

Marriages

Jennifer Bryant ’04 and
Gerald Latterman on May 19,
2004.

’98

Margaret Cruz ’04 and
Jeffrey Bernard on July 24,
2004.

Class Representative

Ann Smith ’90 and Douglas
Norton on June 26, 2004.
Steve Guy ’96 and Angie
Paty on May 30, 2004.
Emily Kanney (TC ’96)
and Bryant Fick on April 10,
2004.
James Stafford ’98 and
Guiselda Guardado on May
29, 2004.
Sarah Tice ’98 and
Kristopher Michel on May 2,
2004.
Sarah Dyck ’99 and
Atherton Carty on July 24,
2004.
Michael McGill ’99 and
Katie Hodgson ’00 (MBA
’01) on Sept. 18, 2004.
Carolyn Sanger ’99 (MBA
’04) and Ryan Babcock ’00
on May 10, 2003.
Patrick Barwick ’00 and
Sommer Embree ’00 on
July 31, 2004.
Erin Heinbechner ’01 and
Anthony Zinnato ’01 on
May 29, 2004.
Josie Huerta ’01 and
Michael Katz on May 23,
2003.
Conejo Valley Unified School
District and is president-elect of
the Ventura County Association
of School Psychologists.

Amber Hart ’04 and Dana
Maakestad on June 5, 2004.
Katie Larkin (MS ’04) and
Peter Rivezzo on Aug. 8,
2004.
Meagan Neville ’04 and
Jeremiah Albrant on Aug. 14,
2004.
Andrew Robison ’04 and
Jessica Resnick on Aug. 20,
2004.
James Speitel ’04 and
Nicole DeMars on June 5,
2004.

In Memoriam
Aliene (Odegaard ’65)
Drews passed away in
October.
Corinne Hangen (TC ’77)
passed away in October.
Kathy Langford Hitchcox
’80 passed away on July 5.
Cortes Phillips (MA ’70)
passed away in September
2004.

Heidi Resnik (MA) , Camarillo,

Calif., teaches and is Staff
Development Coordinator
at Pacifica High School in

Kari Gravrock
20520 Ventura Blvd., Apt. 309
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
kgravrock@aol.com
Justin Berenson, Thousand
Oaks, Calif., is head football
coach and offensive coordinator at Buena High School in
Ventura.
Donny Churchman, Lincoln,

Calif., is Land Acquisition
Manager for Christopherson
Homes.
Matthew Powell, Cedar Park,

Texas, is an operations strategist
with State Farm Insurance in
Austin. He was awarded 2004
Man of the Year by the Texas
Young Republican Federation
and was re-elected as national
committeeman.
Sarah (Tice) Michel,

Moorpark, Calif., is Marketing Director at Federal Hill
Communications, a video-ondemand entertainment company in Los Angeles.

’99
Carolyn (Sanger) Babcock
(MBA ’04) , Simi Valley, Calif.,

is a supervisor at Amgen in
Newbury Park.

Gabriel Chandler, Ph.D.,

New London, Conn., is an
assistant professor of mathematics at Connecticut College. A
statistician, Gabriel focuses his
research on developing models
for such problems as discriminating between earthquakes
and explosions based on seismic
readings. He earned both his
master’s and doctorate at University of California, Davis.
Sara Ford, Redondo Beach,

Calif., is a training coordinator
at MHA Village Integrated Service Agency, a program of the
National Mental Health Association of Greater Los Angeles.
She is a certified psychosocial
rehabilitation practitioner and a
licensed massage therapist.
Mark Franano (M.Ed. ’04) ,

Saugus, Calif., was named
Teacher of the Month at Castaic
Middle School where he teaches science.
Lesa Sampson-DeGagne, Simi

Valley, Calif., is a stay-at-home
mom, and owns and operates a
small graphic design company,
DeGagne Design, with her husband, who is an art director.

’00
Class Representatives
Sommer (Embree) Barwick
610 E. Providencia, Apt. J
Burbank, CA 91502
sembree@ci.burbank.ca.us
Stephanie (Howe) Johnson
5382 Felicia St.
Camarillo, CA 93012
psychkid2002@hotmail.com
Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
11408 December Way #401
Silver Spring, MD 20904
imoyer@wcl.american.edu
Renée (Steiner) Franano,
Saugus, Calif., teaches at Live
Oak Elementary School in the
Castaic Union School District.
Kari Hanson-Smith, White

Bear Lake, Minn., teaches
eighth grade at Centennial
Middle School in Lino Lakes.

’01

Road to Athens Paved with
Memories for Father and Son

Class Representative
Inga Magi
1353 N. Van Dorn St.
Alexandria, VA 22304
ingamagi@hotmail.com
Ryan Pyne, Elk Grove, Calif.,

is a business banking specialist
with Wells Fargo in Sacramento.
lst Lt. Jonathan Shultz,
Redondo Beach, Calif., is in
the U.S. Air Force stationed at
Los Angeles Air Force Base.
Kathleen Wechsler, Oro Val-

ley, Ariz., is a staff writer with
the Muscular Dystrophy Association in Tucson.
Margaret Wenzel, Tustin,

Calif., teaches kindergarten in
the Ocean View School District. She earned her M.Ed.
from Concordia Irvine in May.
Anthony Zinnato, Simi Valley,

Calif., is pursuing a career in
professional golf.
Erin (Heinbechner) Zinnato,
Simi Valley, Calif., works in
finance for The Boeing Company and is pursuing an MBA
at Pepperdine University.

’02
Class Representatives
Kim (McHale) Miller
4910 Chad Drive
Killeen, TX 76542
clugal02@hotmail.com
Angela (Namba) Rowley
CLU Residence Life
60 W. Olsen Road #6300
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
arowley@clunet.edu
Holly Martin, Castaic, Calif.,
has “come down out of the
mountains” to teach Spanish
at her alma mater, Hart High
School in Newhall, after spending two years as a professional
snowboard instructor in Mammoth.
Kimberly (McHale) Miller,
Killeen, Texas, is marketing

T

wo CLU alumni, Mark
Team chaplain Mark Reitan ’67
Reitan ’67, Lynnwood,
experiences the thrill of wearWash., and his son Micah ’95,
ing the gold medal won by Jennie
Everett, Wash., each made a
Finch, a pitcher on USA’s 2004
unique contribution to the U.S.
Olympic championship softball
Olympic Softball Team that won team and University of Arizona’s
the gold medal at the Summer
NCAA championship teams.
Olympics in Athens.
Mark, who is on a six-month sabbatical from his duties as pastor
of Trinity Lutheran Church, served as team chaplain, and Micah’s
ﬁrm donated a special gift to inspire the players.
Mark and his wife, Elaine, have a long and poignant history with
the team and its coach, Mike Candrea. Their daughter, Julie, played
for Candrea on the NCAA back-to-back championship teams in
1996 and 1997. Julie was a team leader, who often led her University
of Arizona teammates in prayer during their battle for the national
titles.
One month after winning the ’97 title, Julie, who suffered from
juvenile onset diabetes, died in her sleep. Mark and Elaine maintained their close ties to Mike and his wife, Sue, and Julie’s teammates, some of whom later became members of Team USA.
Just days before the Olympic Games began, Sue Candrea died
suddenly of a brain aneurysm. Once again, Mark and Elaine, Coach
Candrea and the team grieved the loss of a loved one.
The memory of his sister Julie played a key role in Micah’s
involvement with the Olympic team. Two years ago, he founded
The Stotan Group, an apparel and promotion company named after
an award both he and his sister won as athletes in high school. The
Stotan Award (a combination of STOic and sparTAN) was given
to the season’s track and ﬁeld MVP for efforts both on and off the
track. “The company name Stotan rests as a personal, yet ever-present reminder of the connection the two of us had as track athletes,
siblings and friends,” said Micah.
In his sister’s memory, Micah and The Stotan Group supplied
Team USA members with patriotic red, white and blue pillowcases
inscribed with Julie’s favorite Bible verse: 1 Corinthians 16:13-14.
Before going to Athens, Mark compiled a collection of devotional
readings for the team, coming up with a different reading for each
day. On the day of the gold medal game, he gave them the passage
from Corinthians – Julie’s favorite saying, one the players slept on at
night and recited over and over: “Keep alert. Stand ﬁrm in your faith,
be courageous, be strong. Let all that you do be in love.”
Team USA won the gold medal, giving up only one run in nine
games. The tears they shed on the medal stand were tears of victory
and of loss.
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director for the Cultural Activities Center in Temple.
Tracy (Ahles,TC) Morehead,

Simi Valley, Calif., teaches fifth
grade in the Conejo Valley
Unified School District.

’03
Class Representative
Katie Bashaw
18414 Collins St. #116
Tarzana, CA 91356

30
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Pfc. Mark Glesne, Long
Beach, Calif., and Lance Cpl.
Travis Henderson, Pasadena,
Calif., joined the U.S. Marine
Corps in March. Mark is
stationed with the 3rd Air
Naval Gunﬁre Liaison Company (ANGLICO) out of Long
Beach. Travis is a Stinger missile
gunner stationed in Pasadena.

’04
Class Representatives
Holly Anne Halweg
320 Los Robles Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
hollyhalweg@aol.com
Beckie Lewis
615 Hampshire Road
Westlake Village, CA 91361
Jennifer Bryant-Latterman,

Oxnard, Calif., is a human
resource assistant at Haas Automation.

Rachel (Folkert) Geiger,
Newbury Park, Calif., is an
associate manager at a Hertz
rental car agency.

Experience Central America

Environmental Protection in Developing Countries –
the Central American Experience

Germany, was an intern with
the Foreign Commercial Service in Brussels, Belgium for
two months last summer. She
was assigned to the U.S. Mission to the European Union
and is now furthering her education in Germany.
Kris Madsen, St. Paul, Minn.,

is a student at Luther Seminary.
Katie (Larkin, MS) Rivezzo,

Oxnard, Calif., is a school
counselor at Oxnard High
School.
Dane Rowley, Thousand Oaks,
Calif., was an intern with the
Foreign Commercial Service
in Brussels, Belgium for two
months last summer assigned to
the U.S. Mission to the European Union. He is an assistant
director in the CLU Admission
Office.
James Speitel, Ventura, Calif.,
is a nuclear instructor with the
U.S. Navy stationed in Charleston, S.C.

Th is 10 - d ay t r ip w i l l
i nclude v i sit s to several nature reser ves in
Belize (a marine reserve,
the Belize Zoo Tropical
Educat ion Cent re a nd
two inland reserves) to
learn about their strategies
in environmental protection and their experiences
(including successes and
failures). We will have hands-on experiences at all the locations. We will also learn about the policy and political aspects
of environmental protection in the entire Central America
region from the Deputy Chief of the Department of the
Environment of Belize, an expert in this ﬁeld.
Exact dates and costs to be determined. For more information, please contact Dr. Henry Alegria at (805) 493-3767
or halegria@clunet.edu.

Scandinavian Festival

Emily Warmann, Ventura,

Get CLUed In!
To receive your copy
of the
monthly alumni
electronic newsletter
CLUed In,
e-mail
ddaugher@clunet.edu

Join Us for Two Days of Festivities
April 9 & 10, 2005
Saturday & Sunday 10 am-5 pm
Entertainment, Food, Crafts
Viking Living History
Swedish Royal Court

Scandinavian Marketplace
Authentic Smörgåsbord
Music, Tivoli Gardens, Dancing

29

Tribute to the King of Rock ’n’ Roll, Raymond
Michael - Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza, 8 p.m.

April
7
Career Expo 2005, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
(For details, call (805) 493-3196 or e-mail
csmith@clunet.edu.)
29
Honors Day Convocation (Alumni Career
Achievement Awards)

May
14
Commencement (Class of ’65 Reunion/
Processional Leaders)

December
3-4
5

Christmas Festival Concert, 8 p.m.
Christmas Festival Concert, 4 p.m.

January
29

Tribute to the King of Rock ’n’ Roll, Raymond
Michael - Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza, 8 p.m.

February
20
20

New Music Concert, 2 p.m.
featuring the music of Esa-Pekka Salonen
KCLU presents Jazz Vocalist Karrin Allyson
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza, 7 p.m.

March
6
29

University Symphony, 2 p.m.
CLU Choir Home Concert, 8 p.m.

April

CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY

Calif., is office manager for Tell
the Truth Pictures, a documentary film company in Ojai.

January

March
2
Alumni Association Board of Directors
Meeting

Instructor: Dr. Henry
Alegria, Chemistry
Summer 2005

Leah Juergens, Heidelberg,

December
4
Alumni Association Board of Directors
Meeting

15

Wind and Jazz Ensembles, 8 p.m.

April
29, 30 Candide, 7:30 p.m.
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza

May
1
6, 7
8

Candide, 2:30 p.m.
Candide, 7:30 p.m.
Candide, 2:30 p.m.

December
1
4
5
8
12

Sankta Lucia Festival of Lights, 10 a.m.
Celebration of Kwanzaa, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
Las Posadas/Living Nativity, 7 p.m.
Hanukkah Celebration, 4 p.m.
Advent Vespers Worship Service, 6:15 p.m.

February
18-19 Nordic Symposium

March
8
12

Mathews Leadership Forum
Anita Roddick, The Body Shop
2005 Faith and Life Conference, 9 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
“What Does Marriage Really Mean?”

FREE PARKING • Sorry, no pets allowed

April

California Lutheran University

9-10

Scandinavian Festival

60 West Olsen Road, Thousand Oaks, CA
For information, call (805) 493-3151
www.clunet.edu/Events/ScanFest

For information on upcoming events, please call the
University Relations Office, (805) 493-3151,
or visit www.clunet.edu/events
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Elissa (Jordan) Francis,
Orange, Calif., is senior
instructional companion at the
psychological association IABA
in Tarzana.

Alumni
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Music
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Special Events Theatre
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LYNDA PAIGE FULFORD
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For more information, please contact:
California Lutheran University
Music Department
(805) 493-3305
www.clunet.edu
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