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Support CLU’s Kresge Challenge efforts and leave a lasting legacy!

BRICKS 

ANDTILES

Yes! I want to leave my mark on CLU’s Sports and Fitness Center! 

For further information:    Email: campaign@clunet.edu    Telephone: (805) 493-3156    www.clunet.edu/campaign

Make checks payable to 

California Lutheran University 

and mail to:

Name ____________________________________________

Phone ___________________Email ___________________

Address __________________________________________

City ______________________ State ______ZIP _________

Enclosed is my check for $_________ payable to California 
Lutheran University ($125 per brick)  ($250 per tile)

Please charge $_________ to my    VISA     Mastercard

Card no. _____________________  Exp. date ___________

Signature _________________________________________

Please inscribe my brick or tile as follows:

Up to three lines of up to 20 characters per line for bricks: 

One line of up to 30 characters for tiles:

-----------------------------
Copy this form for additional orders.

California Lutheran University
60 West Olsen Road #1600
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360

The Kresge Foundation has awarded CLU a 
$1 million challenge grant to complete funding 

for the new Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center. 
You can help CLU meet this challenge and 
leave your mark in history by purchasing a 
personalized brick or tile.

Donor Bricks – A beautifully landscaped fountain area surrounded by donor bricks 
patterned to simulate the CLU symbol is proposed for the plaza just outside the Gilbert 
Sports and Fitness Center. Each brick is $125 and can be etched with three lines of text, up 
to 20 characters per line.

Donor Tiles – Beautiful personalized 3 x 6 inch donor tiles will form the frames for a 
collection of 3 x 6 foot tile murals depicting the history of CLU. The murals will hang in 
the main corridor of the Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center. Each tile is $250, and mural 
sponsorships are also available.
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Twenty years had passed since I lived 
and worked in India. In 1984-

85 I served as Director and CEO of the 
American Studies Research Centre in 
Hyderabad, which at that time was the 
largest center in Asia for advanced study 
of the United States. It was, therefore, 
with great anticipation that I returned to 
India last semester to sign a partnership 
agreement with the Lutheran University 
of India in Chennai and to renew old 
acquaintances. 
 India has clearly changed since my ten-
ure there, yet in many ways it is very much 
the same. There have been great advances 
in transportation, urban planning, com-
munications, technology, commerce and 
world trade, and the f inancial resources 
are extraordinary. The pace of life is even 
more frenetic now than before. At the 
same time, environmental, population, 
employment, health, nutrition, social ser-
vices and literacy issues continue to plague 
the urban as well as rural communities.
 What struck me most dur ing my 
first visit to India, and has become even 
more obvious during the ensuing years, 
is India’s high regard for the life of the 
mind. It is a cliché and a fact that the 
Indian people are among the most intel-
lectually engaged, politically active and 
vocal in the world. Science, philosophy 
and religion, literature and the arts, schol-
ars and holy men are highly valued and 
sought after. While much of the country 
still lacks educational infrastructure, the 
government has made education – both 
primary and advanced – a priority of 
planning and development.
 CLU’s new partnership with Lutheran 
University of India will provide education-
al and professional opportunities for Indian 
students to complete the final two years of 
their undergraduate programs in business, 
information technology, bioengineering, 
education and media at CLU. It will also 
open the door to domestic CLU students 
who wish to study in South Asia.
 It is not only interesting and desir-
able for our students to be conversant in 

Indian and South 
Asian culture, pol-
itics and econom-
ics – it is impera-
tive. During much 
of the pa st two 
decades we have 
focu sed on the 
European Union 
a n d  N A F T A 
(North American 
Free Trade Alliance) as emergent part-
ners and competitors to the United States. 
With a speed few of us imagined, China 
and India are now emerging as the socio-
economic giants of the new century.
 Along the whole spectrum from phi-
losophy, religion, art and literature to 
computer science, medicine and media, 
our students will have an opportunity 
to f ind themselves in f irsthand associa-
tion with the people and culture of India. 
These contacts will occur through greatly 
expanded “Study India” programs for our 
current students and through a significant 
number of Indian students who will be 
studying at CLU.
 The partnership with India is but one 
of several international programs we are 
currently fostering at CLU. True to our 
mission to “educate leaders for a global 

s o c i e t y ,”  w e 
are engaged in 
prog rams that 
w i l l  p r e p a r e 
our students to 
be conver sant 
a nd  com pa s -
sionate citizens 
of the world. 
E x a m p l e s  o f 
the internation-

alization taking place at CLU include 
the International MBA program, which 
brings students from around the world to 
study on our campus; new study abroad 
programs that wil l debut next fal l in 
Mexico and Tanzania; winter session 
study tours that transport students and 
faculty to al l points of the globe; and 
ongoing study, internship and exchange 
programs in Thailand, Sweden, Germany, 
Austria, Belgium, Hong Kong and else-
where.
 We live in a global society. It is critical 
that our students be prepared to confront 
the possibilities and challenges of the 21st 
century. Internationalization is a high pri-
ority for the University. We will continue 
to pursue opportunities to expand our 
students’ world knowledge while enrich-
ing their personal and professional lives. 

Christmas on the beach was the 
plan. I sat in the 88-degree 

heat and filled out colorful postcards 
to my pals back home, especially the 
ones using snow shovels. My friend, 
Krisda, and I sat under our umbrella 
on a rented beach lounger watching 
the hundreds of foreign tourists soak 
up the sun on Patong Beach, Phuket 
Island, Thailand. Little did we know 
the impact of things to come.
 The next morning as I rose I 
heard screaming. “What’s that?” I asked, as 
most spoken word was in something other 
than English in this tourist town. Krisda 
thought there was a fight or something, and 
I noticed some hotel staff girls running past 
our ground floor room that overlooked the 
pool and faced the beach.
 I went to the slider to see what the rack-
et was about. The pool was under water 
and more was f lowing from the lobby into 
the patios surrounding the pool. At f irst I 
thought it was a broken pipe even though 
there were small f ish f lopping everywhere. 
I went out and began to pick up bottles of 
shampoo that floated everywhere, trying to 
save the pool guy a real mess.
 People were yelling in several different 
languages, and I realized there must be a high 
tide or something else. Suddenly, we were 
told to get to the second floor as the water 
rose and loud unrecognizable noise filled the 
air. From the second balcony, we saw the 
aftermath of cars and debris being carried 
around the hotel like toys.
 A group of d ist raught Singaporeans 
were missing a wife and a daughter. People 
in nearby businesses were breaking holes in 
the roofs and popping up all over the nearby 
streets. We saw cement mixers, furniture, 
shop merchandise and basically anything not 
bolted down pile up against anything the 
water could not budge.

 I went down into the waist deep water 
that remained and took pictures. I pulled a 
man out of the debris that pinned him against 
the hotel wall and offered to take him back to 
his room, but he said, “This isn’t my hotel.” 
When I asked him where he came from, he 
sobbed that he was just walking on the beach 
and the next thing he knew he was here. The 
beach was 200 yards away. I wrapped him up 
in some sheets off a maid’s cart and left him 
in the open lobby.
 I still did not grasp what had happened 
so went closer to the beach. The water had 
receded farther than we had seen it the previ-
ous five days. I looked at the Starbucks (yup, 
even here in paradise!) we had been in the 
day before - once filled with tourists, local 
kids and items for sale, now completely emp-
ty and under a couple feet of water. Every 
huge window broken out, no cash register, 
no shelves and no people.
 I heard screams and looked back, another 
wave had traveled towards me and those on 
the rooftops yelled a warning. I scrambled up 
on the stage of an outdoor bar as the surge of 
water swept in and mixed with the standing 
water held back by the two-foot tall sea wall. 
As I looked around, I saw many mannequins 
from the local clothing shops in the debris, a 
shape very recognizable. Later I realized they 
were not all mannequins.

Horror in Paradise
A Christmas vacation turns into a terrifying 

experience for CLU alumnus

Article and photography by Mark Nelson ’73 

In the aftermath of the tsunami that hit Southeast Asia on Dec. 26, the CLU community launched 
a voluntary fundraising campaign to aid in the relief and recovery efforts. Donations to the CLU 
Tsunami Relief Fund totaling $8,300 were sent to the Lutheran World Relief organization and the 
Lutheran University of India, CLU’s partner institution in Chennai, India.

Continued on page 30

The partnership with 
India is but one of 

several international 
programs we are 

currently fostering 
at Cal Lutheran. 

Passage to India
By Luther S. Luedtke, Ph.D.
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Cal Lutheran Is That-a-Way

Visitors to Cal Lutheran are finding it much easier to get to 
campus these days thanks to a series of new directional signs 

erected by the City of Thousand Oaks.
 Numbering some 15 in all, the signs direct travelers to CLU 
from the 101 and 23 freeways as well as major crossroads within 
the city. “The city has been extremely supportive of this endeavor, 
especially Mayor Pro Tem Dennis Gillette,” relates Ritch Eich, 
Vice President for Marketing and Communications, who spear-
headed the process for the University. 
 Eich also pointed out that Caltrans approved the University’s 
request for signage on the US 101 and Lynn Road offramps.
 Once visitors arrive on campus, they can receive directions 
by stopping by the Welcome Center or consulting the brightly 
painted maps.

A Simple Act That Changed the World

Rosa Parks, 91, whose name is synonymous with a courageous 
act of civil disobedience, received an Honorary Doctor of 

Laws degree from CLU during a special convocation ceremony 
in February. 
 Parks has become a public figure in the United States for a 
simple but courageous act of civil disobedience in Montgomery, 
Ala., in 1955. Frustrated by repeated acts of racial discrimination, 
she simply refused at the end of a long day of work to give up her 
seat on a public bus for a white passenger when ordered to do 
so by the driver. Her arrest led directly to the Montgomery Bus 
Boycott that continued throughout the following year. 
 The honorary degree was accepted for Ms. Parks by her cous-
in, Agnes McClain, who works in the Southwest California Synod 
office of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.

Click Online for New MBA
CLU has launched an online MBA and cer-
tificate programs in financial planning.  The 
first online MBA financial planning program 
to be offered in the nation, the courses are 
available through CLU’s 
new California Institute 
of Finance.
 “The online pro-
gram will allow profes-
sionals from throughout 
the global community 
to earn a degree from 
ou r  a l r e ady  we l l -
respected program,” 
says Ronald Hagler, Ph.D., Director of CLU’s 
MBA Program. A master of science in finan-
cial planning through traditional classroom 
work is also being offered. 
 The California Institute of Finance 

(CIF) was inaugurated to provide quality 
financial planning education programs and 
research oppor tunities well beyond the 
region, according to Somnath Basu, Ph.D., 
CIF director. 

 U n i q u e l y,  t h e 
institute has been cre-
ated to serve the needs 
of three constituent 
groups : those who 
want to pursue a finan-
cial planning degree 
and certification; those 
who are dedicated to 
research in the field of 

financial planning; and those who are inter-
ested in participating in professional devel-
opment programs. 
 For more information about the CIF 
or the new online MBA in financial planning, 

please visit the institute’s Virtual Campus at 
www.clunet.edu/fponline or the institute’s 
home page at www.clunet.edu/cif. For addi-
tional information about any of CLU’s MBA 
programs, please call (888) CLU-GRAD or 
(818) 710-8428.

A Special Site for 
Neighbors and Visitors
Check out our new Neighbors and Visitors 
site where you’ll find links to maps that 
make it easy to find and navigate CLU’s 
various campuses, information on lifelong 
learning opportunities available on campus, 
numerous ways to become involved in the 
life of the University, a dynamic new Events 
Calendar, and much more.

ON THE WEB

WWW.CLUNET.EDU HAS MORE TO BROWSE ABOUT

For the fourth year in a row, KCLU walked away with the 
most “Golden Mike” awards of any radio station in Southern 

California in ceremonies held in January. CLU’s National Public 
Radio station was honored in 10 “Division B” categories by the 
Southern California Radio Television News Association. 
 Among the most meaningful awards was “Best News Special” 
for the team effort of covering the Ventura County firestorms of 
2004. KCLU Program Director Jim Rondeau was honored for the 
first time individually with a “Best Public Affairs Program” award 
for his work on “CrossTalk,” a public affairs show covering local 
and regional issues, and News Director Lance Orozco won sev-
eral awards for news reporting. President Luther Luedtke and Vice 
President and Mrs. Ritch Eich represented CLU at this event.
 KCLU broadcasts to Ventura and Santa Barbara counties on 
88.3 FM and 102.3 FM.

See all of the exciting new features. 
Please visit www.clunet.edu 

Despite Southern California’s unusually wet weather, substantial 
progress has been made with major portions of rough grading and 
storm water drainage complete. With no further major delays, park-
ing, paving, and underground utilities can be complete by July.

Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center – Final preparation 
of the building pad has begun with the building scheduled to open 
in fall 2006.

Sparky Anderson Stadium and Field – Work on the 
baseball field is expected to start in July and should be complete for 
the 2006 baseball season.

Samuelson Aquatics Center – This facility should also be 
open by fall 2006.

Grace Hall – The construction of the 180-bed residence has 
shifted to finish work.  The project is poised for a successful fall 
2005 opening.

Campus Construction UpdateKCLU Scores a Perfect 10

Listen to KCLU’s award winning news, and Jim Rondeau’s 
“CrossTalk” online at www.kclu.org

Winners all, from left, are KCLU staff members and supporters 
Lance Orozco, KCLU News Director; Brian Webb, on-air volunteer; 
Mary Olson, station General Manager; Jim Rondeau, Program Direc-
tor; and Luther Luedtke, CLU President.

Old Friend of CLU 
Assumes New Role

The Rev. Howard Wennes, D.Div., 
has been selected as Assistant to the 

President for University 
Ministries and Director 
of Church Relations at 
CLU. 
 In his new post, 
Wennes  ha s  ma jor 
responsibility for sus-
taining and extending 
the University’s multiple relationships with 
the ELCA, especially the 800 congregations 
of Region II, which includes California, 
Hawaii, Arizona, Colorado, Nevada, New 
Mexico, Utah, and portions of Wyoming 
and Texas. In collaboration with the office 
of Campus Ministries and the Segerhammar 
Center for Faith and Culture, he also plays a 
leading role in CLU’s new international and 
ecumenical alliances.

New School of Ed Dean

Terence R. Cannings, Ed.D. has been 
appointed   Dean of the School of 

Education, effective July 1. For the past 
three years, Dr. Cannings has served as 
Dean of the School of 
Education and Behav-
ioral Sciences at Azusa 
Pacific Univer-sity. Prior 
to that, he served for 
nine years as Associate 
Dean of Education at 
Pepperdine University. 
 A native of Australia, Cannings did his 
undergraduate work at the University of 
New England and earned his M.Ed. from 
the University of Sydney. He completed 
his Ed.D. at UCLA in 1980. The recipi-
ent of numerous awards and citations, and 
has published widely on topics relating to 
public education, especially on the use of 
new media and online programs.

Interim Dean Named

Timothy Hengst ’72, who has served 
as an associate professor and Chair of 

the Multimedia Department since 2001, has 
been named Interim Dean of the College 

of Arts and Sciences for 
a two-year period begin-
ning June 1.
 Prior to his appoint-
ment at CLU, Hengst 
was a member of the 
faculty at Johns Hopkins 
University where he 

received his master’s in medical and bio-
logical illustration from Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine. The first 
recipient of CLU’s Career Achievement 
Award in 1978, he has also worked in the 
professional fields of medical illustration, 
graphic design and multimedia project man-
agement.
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T
he CLU women’s basketball team 
reclaimed the SCIAC champi-
onship with an 81-55 win over 
Pomona-Pitzer on Feb. 21. The 

win earned them a berth in the NCAA 
Division III Tournament and a first-round 
match-up against Chapman University. It 
was the Regals’ fifth all-time trip to the 
NCAA postseason. The last time they went 
was in 2000.
 After being defeated by Chapman 82-
67 in regular season play, the Regals won 
15 of their last 16 games, finishing 18-7 
overall and 13-1 in the SCIAC. Hoping to 
avenge their earlier loss to Chapman, the 
Regals suffered a disappointing 72-65 loss 
to end their tournament bid.

Stroot Collects 
Weekly Honors 
Junior forward Lauren Stroot from Camarillo, Calif., 

led the team in scoring during the season with 18.1 

points per game. She was named a SCIAC Athlete of 

the Week Feb. 17 and selected to the D3hoops.com 

Team of the Week.  She was also named to the All-

SCIAC First Team.

Pina named SCIAC Women’s 
Basketball Player of the Year
Valerie Pina was selected the SCIAC Women’s 

Basketball Player of the Year for 2004-05. The senior 

guard from Valencia, Calif., f inished the season 

averaging 15.0 points (second in SCIAC) and 3.3 

assists (third in SCIAC) per game. Pina’s 1.49 assist to 

turnover ratio ranked number one in the conference. 

The guard ranked fourth among three-point shoot-

ers in the conference with a .337 percentage as well 

as fourth in free throw percentage (.821). 
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The Rev. Verner Carlsen passed 
away on Oct. 8 in Solvang. He was 
a Lutheran pastor and a member of 
the first Convocation of California 
Lutheran College. He also served 
on the Board of Regents during 
the 1960s. He is survived by his 
wife, Mildred, daughter Judith Hoefs 
(CLU ’66), son William (CLU ’71), 
six grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.

Elizabeth “Betsy” Kocher passed 
away Nov. 25 in Thousand Oaks 
after a lengthy battle with cancer. 
She began working at CLU in 1974 
in the Health Services Office and 
transferred to the Financial Aid 
Office in 1981. She was appointed 
director in 1990 and served in that 
position for 10 years before step-
ping down in 2000. She continued 
to ser ve as a financial aid offi-
cer until her death. Her husband, 
Rober t, succumbed to a stroke 
shortly after her passing. They are 
survived by sons Brian and James 
(CLU ‘86); daughter Susan Bliss 
(CLU ‘89); and five grandchildren. 
Donations may be made to the 
Bob and Betsy Kocher Memorial 
Fund at CLU.

Paul Eugene Overton, longtime 
fr iend and suppor ter of CLU, 
passed away on Nov. 30 at his 
home in San Diego. He retired in 
1991 after serving 18 years as San 
Diego County Super ior Cour t 
Judge. He and his wife, Naomi, were 
generous donors to the University 
as evidenced by the name of 
Overton Hall, the stained glass win-
dows of Samuelson Chapel, two 
endowed scholarships, and the 
future Overton drive on the North 
Campus. He is survived by his wife 
of 58 years, son Paul, daughters 
Rebecca France (CLU ’72) and 
Mary Caldwell, and six grandchil-
dren. Daughter Tina Brende (CLU 
’70) passed away in 2002. Memorial 
donations may be made to the 
Paul Over ton Nor th Campus 
Fund or the Fredrickson-Overton 
Scholarship at CLU.

IN
 M

E
M

O
R

IA
M

Business for Breakfast

California Lutheran University has been 
hosting a series of breakfasts to bring 

together the region’s civic and business 
leaders to better aquaint them with the 
University.
 Prominent business leaders who have 
been featured speakers at the Corporate 
Leaders Breakfast Series include Thomas 
Glanzmann, President of Baxter BioScience; 
Denny Weinberg, Executive Vice President 
of WellPoint Health Networks; Duke Potts, 
Executive Vice President of Technicolor; 
Harold Edwards, President and CEO of 
Limoneira Company; Peter Nolan, President 
of Dole North American Operations; and 
Dennis Fenton, Executive Vice President of 
Operations for Amgen.
 The speaker for the May breakfast, 
sponsored by Merrill Lynch - Westlake 
Village, will be Stephen Goodall, President 
and CEO of J.D. Power and Associates. 
Merril Lynch also sponsored the February 
breakfast.
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Grants Add Muscle 
to Fitness Center 
Fundraising Efforts

Henr y Alegr ia, Ph.D., the Stauffer 
Professor of Chemistr y at CLU, 

has signed a $35,000 agreement with 
the Commiss ion for Environmental 
Cooperation (CEC) to conduct pollution 
research in Central America and Mexico.
 Alegria has been researching the atmo-
spheric transport of organic pollutants in 
Central America and Mexico for several 
years. In collaboration with researchers in 
Canada and Mexico as well as with assis-
tance from CLU students, Alegria will use 
these CEC funds to set up a network of 
samplers to measure levels of pesticides and 
to determine their atmospheric transport 
pathways. In addition, the results will help 
clarify if the regions are sources of organic 

pollutants to North America.
 The funds will ultimately aid in devel-
oping a model to predict the fate and 
transport of organic pollutants in Central 
America and other areas that are adverse-
ly affected by pesticide use, says Alegria, 
a native of Belize and Director of CLU’s 
Environmental Science Program. 

Tracking Down Pollutants

Two major foundations recently made 
significant gifts to support the new 

Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center.
 The Ahmanson Foundation, a long-
time supporter of CLU in all areas of 
philanthropy, pr imarily in capital and 
scholarship fund giving, has presented a 
$500,000 grant to the University to out-
fit the Exercise Physiology/Biomechanics 
Laboratory in the Gilbert Sports and 
Fitness Center. The laboratory is a vital 
component in the education of students 
pursuing a major in Exercise Science and 
Sports Medicine. 
 The Weingart Foundation of Los 
Angeles has awarded a $500,000 grant 
toward the construction of the 96,000 
square-foot Gilbert Sports and Fitness 
Center. This is the sixth grant that CLU 
has received from the Weingart Foundation. 
In 2001, the foundation awarded the 
University a $750,000 grant toward the 
construction of the Spies-Bornemann 
Center for Education and Technology.
 The Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center 
is the centerpiece of the $24 million ath-
letics complex, which is currently under 
construction. The center will house two 
gymnasiumS as well as classrooms, labo-
ratories, a fitness center, dance studio, fac-
ulty/coach offices, the Lundring Events 
Center, the CLU Alumni Association Hall 
of Fame and the Ventura County Sports 
Hall of Fame. 

Back on TOP

Technology Lab for 
Students with Disabilities 

CLU received $25,000 to develop an 
adaptive technology lab that will serve 

students with disabilities. The grant from 
the Verizon Foundation, the philanthropic 
arm of the nation’s largest local telecommu-
nications provider, will aid the Center for 
Academic and Accessibility Resources in 
creating a learning environment with state-
of the-art software and technology.
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All-SCIAC Selections
Player of the Year
Valerie Pina (women’s basketball)

First Team
Greg Allen (men’s soccer)
Christie Barker (volleyball)
Brian Blevins (men’s soccer)
Sean Brosnan (football)
David Garza (football)
Ryan Hodges (men’s basketball)
Quinn Longhurst (football)
Katherine Miljour (women’s 
soccer)
Prentice Reedy (football)
Katie Schneider (volleyball)
Lauren Stroot (women’s 
basketball)
Danielle White (women’s 
soccer)
Heather Worden (cross country)

Second Team
Mike Argo (football)
Scott Bredesen (men’s water 
polo)
Danielle Erquiaga (women’s 
soccer)

Alex Espinoza (football) 
Katie Gebhardt (women’s 
soccer)
Craig Herrera (football)
Chris Holmes (football)
Danny Jones (football) 
Jamie Lavelle (men’s soccer)
Steve Perry (football)
Mary Placido (women’s 
basketball)
Cam Robinson (men’s soccer)
Kristina Skiba (cross country)
Bailey Surratt (volleyball)

Honorable Mention
Quinten Beckmann (men’s water 
polo) 
Jared Clark (men’s water polo)

Women’s Swimming 
& Diving
April Coyle
Jen Danielson
Kelsey Myers
Jen Rios (SCIAC champion in 
100- and 200-yard breaststrokes)
Merle Vermillion

D3football.com 
All-American
Quinn Longhurst, Honorable 
Mention

National Soccer 
Coaches Association of 
America (NSCAA)
All-West Region Team
Danielle White (first)
Katherine Miljour (second)
Katie Gebhardt (third)

NSCAA Scholar All-
West Region Team
Greg Allen (first)
Brian Blevins (second)
Jamie Lavelle (second)
Derek Rogers (second)

SCIAC All-Academic 
Team (Football)
Brandyn Bennett
Jeff Briscoe
Craig Herrera
Chris Holmes
Chase King

Nick Lane
Pete Mostowa
Steve Perry
Matt Servera
Jeff Sobel
Jason Thompson
Arsenio Valenzuela
Tyler Williams

Collegiate Water Polo 
Association 
All-American
Scott Bredesen, Second Team

Ventura County Star 
All-County Team 
Selections
Women
Katie Schneider (volleyball)
Danielle White (soccer)
Heather Worden (cross country)

Men
Brian Blevins (soccer)
Craig Herrera (football)
Quinn Longhurst (football)
Cody Shirk (water polo)
Scott Siegfried (cross country) 

Redlands sets the bar, 
CLU raises it
In a dizzying game that kept the stand-

ing-room-only crowd wide-eyed and 
open-mouthed, the men’s basketball team 
beat SCIAC rival Redlands 131-130. CLU 
forward Ryan Hodges set a school record 
with 63 points, and the team shot an amaz-
ing 82.6 percent from the field in the key 
conference win in January. Hodges’ scoring 
obliterated the record set by CLU Hall of 
Famer Steve deLaveaga against Christian 
College back in 1989. In the words of 
a Ventura County Star sports reporter, 
Redlands, which came into the game lead-
ing the nation in scoring at 147.2 points 
per game, got beat at its own game by 
CLU! In their second meeting in February, 
CLU came away with a 125-101 victory. 
The Kingsmen finished the season 15-9 
overall, 7-7 in SCIAC.

Heather Worden 
SCIAC Cross 
Country Champ

When Heather Worden f in ished 
first in the cross country SCIAC 
Championships, she became the first 
Cal Lutheran runner ever to do so. The 
junior from Lancaster, who finished with 
a personal best time of 21:26, was also 
named the SCIAC Runner of the Year 
after her championship performance, 
which followed a third-place finish in 
the SCIAC Multi-duals. She went on to 
a 23rd-place finish in the NCAA West 
Regional.

Bredesen CLU’s 
First Water Polo 
All-American
Cal Lutheran has its first-ever All-

American in men’s water polo as Scott 
Bredesen was named to the Collegiate 
Water Polo Association’s Second Team. The 
freshman from Redondo Beach tallied 98 
goals and 19 assists over the 2004 season. 
He led the Kingsmen in goals, was third 
in assists and second in steals with 66. He 
was also named to the All-SCIAC Second 
Team. 

Forward Ryan Hodges’ record-breaking 63 points against Redlands on Jan. 15 put him in the NCAA 

Division III record books with the third highest score ever. It was also the most points scored by any Division 

I, II or III player to that point in the season. His 29 field goals tied the Division III record. His performance 

earned him SCIAC Athlete of the Week and D3hoops.com Team of the Week honors. He finished the season 

ranked second in the nation with a .685 field goal percentage. Postseason honors included being named to the 

All-SCIAC First Team and awarded the Ted Ducey Sportsmanship Award.

Football
End-of-season honors rolled in for senior 

defensive lineman Quinn Longhurst of Salt 

Lake City, Utah. Nationally ranked in several sta-

tistical categories, Longhurst was named to the 

Football Gazette’s All-American Third Team and 

All-West Region First Team, and was a D3football.

com All-American Honorable Mention selection. He 

was named All-SCIAC First Team after leading the 

conference in sacks per game, tackles for losses per 

game and forced fumbles.

Tex Ward, left, general manager of the Conejo 

Recreation and Park District, talks to Hall of 

Famer George “Sparky” Anderson and CLU 

baseball coach Marty Slimak during a field clean-

up day at the new Amgen Field at Conejo Creek 

Park South in Thousand Oaks.

 Anderson and Anaheim Angels manager 

Mike Scioscia joined members of the CLU base-

ball team and Conejo Valley Little League play-

ers in removing rocks from the outfield area in 

preparation for laying the sod that would allow 

the Kingsmen to use the field for home games 

this season.

 The full-size field, future home to Conejo 

Valley Little League’s Senior and Big League teams 

for 15- to 18-year-olds, was originally scheduled 

to be seeded with grass in November and ready 

for play in late May.

 CLU paid $30,000 for sod to cover the out-

field so the field would be ready for early spring 

play. The University’s new baseball f ields will be 

completed for the 2006 season.

(Photo courtesy of the Ventura County Star, staff 

photographer Dana Bowler)
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PLAY BALL!

For up-to-date sports news and scores, please visit the CLU 
Sports website at www.clunet.edu/sports
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They were born between 1915 and 1925. 
Their stories reflect the personal histories 
of ordinary American women of the peri-
od – their courage, despair, expectations, 
perseverance, accomplishments and trials. 
 The stories, compiled carefully by CLU 
students through interviews with their 
grandmothers, form a colorful tapestry of 
a bygone era. The reports recount the past 
as it was actually experienced by an array 
of women. The day-to-day events, docu-
mented for an assignment in Dr. Michaela 
Reaves’ U.S. Women’s History class, pro-
vide exceptional insight into the past.
 Although Reaves, a 1979 graduate of 
CLU, is a very modern woman, she spends 
three-quarters of her time in the past. 
And, she pulls her (usually willing) stu-
dents with her. Together they research and 
compare women’s oral histories and dia-
ries, linking clues while trying to search 
out the life patterns of those who came 
before us.
 [During the war] Mother went to work 
and couldn’t take care of two kids. So she made 
arrangements to board us out. We lived with 
different families for six years.

Beyond the Obvious
Reaves, like her colleagues in the History 
Department, believes that students must 
go beyond books to understand events 
of the past. She contends that textbooks 
reflect the authors’ interpretations of prior 

events. “In history we have a tendency not 
to take from the primary source,” Reaves 
explains. “We are very much a product 
of our culture. Our understanding of the 
Civil War, for example, might be formed 
by viewing Gone With the Wind.”
 By documenting their family histories, 
the associate professor points out, students 
are able to use relatives as primary sources 
and compare what their families actually 
experienced to what the textbooks say. 
“Students become historians by looking at 
the data and coming up with a thesis,” she 
says. “They get a different view by ferret-
ing out answers for themselves.”
 Reaves a lso assigns readings f rom 
women’s diaries – a favorite being Martha 
Ballard, a midwife, who lived in the late 
18th and early 19th centuries – so the 
students learn to view the historical per-
sonages as individuals with day-to-day 
problems, as well as their own hopes and 
dreams.

Captivating Stories
At dawn that morning [Dec. 7, 1941] I drove 
over to Waikiki airfield next to Pearl Harbor 
where I was a pilot instructor. Coming in with 
my regular student just before the landing, I 
looked casually around and saw a military plane 
coming directly towards me. The painted red 
balls on the tops of the wings shone brightly in 
the sun. I looked quickly at Pearl Harbor and 
my spine tingled when I saw the billowing black 

smoke cover the sky. Then I looked up and saw 
the formations of silver bombers riding in. A few 
seconds later bullets spattered around me.
 The professor’s enthusiasm for the past 
took root when she was a young girl listen-
ing raptly to family tales told by her grand-
mother of Virginia City, Nev. The stories 
conjured up mine disasters and tales of single 
women eking out a living running board-
ing houses for the silver miners, all of which 
engendered a great curiosity in Reaves and 
kindled a lifelong interest in times gone by. 
An avid reader as a youngster, she especially 
loved the books about Cherry Ames, a nurse 
in World War II. Reaves inserted herself 
into the stories and “lived” the adventures 
with the heroine. 
 A history and political science double 
major at CLU, Reaves was accepted to law 
school at UCLA but decided to pursue her 
first love, history, instead. “I knew I wanted 
to teach college and wanted to teach at Cal 
Lutheran,” the longtime Thousand Oaks 
resident confides. 
 For her, history is just one long capti-
vating story, but rather than focusing on 
well-known American presidents, explorers, 
statesmen and military leaders, she prefers to 
study the average or “little” people. “Every 
one of their stories is fascinating,” she says 
of her students’ reports. “They tell about the 
Depression, the USO, the war.”
 I was surrounded by death and was unable to 
get to my father or my husband. I looked outside 

and could hear the cries of the soldiers and the 
explosion of the Japanese bombs all around us. It 
certainly was a black day.

The Secret Experience
Through her own primary research and 
through her students’ papers, Reaves deter-
mined that women experience two signifi-
cant medical incidents in their lives – birth 
and menopause. The f irst is discussed at 
length, but the latter is never mentioned.
 “Once women have children, they talk 
about children. They tend to disappear as 
individuals and don’t come back until their 
children are grown up,” Reaves found. This 
interesting observation has led the historian 
to develop a paper, “The Colonial Crone: 
Women and Menopause in Early America.” 
Using diaries of women between the ages 
of 40 and 70, Reaves has documented their 
relationships with husbands and children, 
how menopause was viewed by physicians 
of the day, and how women lost their status 
because they outlived their husbands. 
 Women who divorced in the 1950s were 
looked down upon. So, because of that, even 
though we were divorced, I still came by the house 
everyday and cooked and cleaned and raised the 
kids. Eventually, I remarried him. I had no other 
choices since there were no other options then. I 
could not get a house. I could not even find a job 
or get a loan.
 Reaves provides her students with a list 
of questions and interviewing techniques 

to help them chronicle histories of their 
relatives.  Sometimes the students have no 
elderly relatives so subjects must be recruit-
ed from retirement homes or other places. 
One lady who volunteered to participate 
told a sordid tale of two murders in north-
ern Maine, which piqued student interest 
even further.

Ordinary Women, 
Extraordinary Stories
I came to the United States on the Queen Mary 
accompanied by hundreds of other war brides. It 
was comforting. We shared our stories of how we 
met our husbands. I remember seeing the Statue 
of Liberty for the first time; it was so beautiful.
 The stories of ordinary women, who 
grew to adulthood during some of the 
blackest times in this country’s history, echo 
in Professor Reaves’ office. They are inter-
twined with the accounts of women who 
helped settle America in the books and 
reports she highly reveres. Her hope is to 
publish the papers written by her students, 
so the lives of their grandmothers will be 
forever archived.
 I am 84 years old today, and I think I have 
lived a very fulfilling life. I know I have some 
years left in me, and I can only wish others the 
life I have experienced.

History becomes personal for students 
through interviews with their grandmothers 
and other “ordinary” women.

Making Herstory
By Carol Keochekian ’81

S
he piloted airplanes during World War II and was in the sky over Pearl Harbor when it 
was bombed.
 She married at the age of 15 to escape her abusive parents.
 She found that the worst part of being in England during the war was being a Jew. She 

really didn’t know what prejudice meant until the war started.
 Her goal in life was to get married and have a family.
 There is no comparison between how the world is now and how life was when she was a child.

Associate Professor Michaela Reaves ’79, Ph.D., 
surrounded by the history she loves.

Author’s Note: The italicized portions 
of this story are taken from student papers. 
Some quotes may be slightly edited.
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N
ow the Director of Facia l 
Plast ic and Reconstructive 
Surgery in the Department 
of Otolaryngology – Head 

and Neck Surgery at the Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine (ranked 
the #1 department in the country by U.S. 
News and World Report), Byrne has made 
numerous humanitarian journeys abroad. 
Averaging two to three trips a year, he 
has traveled to Mexico, China, Vietnam, 
Ecuador and Africa to operate predomi-
nantly on indigent children and to conduct 
training sessions for native physicians.

 “You get a more balanced perspective 
when you travel to cultures where facial 
plastic surgery is not mostly cosmetic, as 
a large portion of my practice is in the 
states,” Byrne says. “Many of these people 
have disfiguring abnormalities and often 
can’t afford to have them corrected.”
 By rne c red-
it s h i s pa rent s’ 
example for his 
st rong commit-
ment to ser ve, 
but h is interest 
in humanitar ian 

When Patrick Byrne ’89 was still a student at Cal 
Lutheran, he made a promise that when he had 
completed his education and training, he would do 
something for those who were in great need. Little 
did he know at the time that his promise would pro-
pel him across the globe and to some of the most 
remote places in the world.

Saving Face
  BY CAROL KEOCHEKIAN ’81

Above: Dr. Byrne with 

an Equadorian patient. 

Right: Lecturing to a 

group of physicians.
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causes was definitely nurtured during his 
tenure at CLU. “I met so many people who 
were interested in contributing to society. 
For such a tiny school, there was a remark-
able number who wanted to volunteer.” 
His roommates, Dana Gamble ’90 and Ed 
Haddad ’91, and his sister, Francine ’90, 
who all worked tirelessly with the homeless 
and with Habitat for Humanity, were espe-
cially influential and inspirational to Byrne.
 Although he knew he wanted his life’s 
work to be meaningful, the biology major 
had not yet chosen a career path when 
he graduated from CLU. “My interest 
in medicine started in college, but I also 
considered teaching and coaching,” Byrne 
recalls. So following graduation, he took a 
year off, traveled, and contemplated what 
he wanted to do. 
 Eventually, he decided to follow in 
the footsteps of his brother, Jim ’87, (now 
a specialist in maternal fetal medicine at 
Stanford University) and become a physi-
cian. Byrne entered medical school at the 
University of California San Diego intend-
ing to do primary care with underserved 
populations in the inner city. However, a 
gradual evolution took place, and by his 
third year of medical school, Byrne dis-
covered that he really loved surgery.

 “This late rea l izat ion on my par t 
caused me to scramble in my fourth year 
to try all the surgical subspecialties,” he 
relates. “The central importance of the 
head and face came together as an interest-
ing and rich field.” Today, Byrne’s practice 
is highly specialized, focusing exclusively 
on plastic surgery of the face, head and 
neck. 
 Fol low ing med ic a l  s chool ,  t he 
CLU a lumnus completed an intern-
ship in general surgery at the University 
of Cal i fornia San Francisco and then 
returned to UC San Diego for a f ive-
year residency in Otolaryngology – Head 
and Neck Surgery. During his residency, 
he trained under several nationally rec-
ognized leaders in facial plastic surgery 
and received numerous honors for his 
research and clinical work including the 
Chairman’s prize upon graduation. 
 Upon completing the residency pro-
gram, Byrne was awarded a prestigious 
fel lowship position in the highly com-
petitive Facial Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery Fellowship program and trained 
in Minnesota honing his skills in the lat-
est techniques in rhinoplasty, cosmetic 
surgery and facial reconstruction. In 2001, 
Byrne was recruited by Johns Hopkins 
to become director of Facial Plastic and 
Reconstructive Surgery in the Department 
of Otolaryngology – Head and Neck 
Surgery and to serve as a full-time faculty 
member.

Inspired to Serve
It was while he was doing a fellowship 
in cleft work at Children’s Hospital of 
Minneapolis that a mentor inspired him to 
volunteer for overseas missions. Now the 
surgeon takes part in at least two humani-
tarian programs a year operating predomi-
nantly on indigent children with disfigur-
ing acquired and congenital abnormalities. 
“I love this kind of work,” he says. “To 
help kids who have no other real option 
for care is incredibly rewarding.”
 However, Byrne’s pat ients are not 
restricted just to children. He will never 
forget the day the Vietnamese family came 
running after him in Ho Chi Minh City 
while he was in the country to teach a 

class on rhinoplasty and to perform a full 
schedule of facial plastic and reconstruc-
tive surgeries.
 Because of traff ic, the family arrived 
late and was afraid Byrne would refuse 
to operate on their 20-year-old daughter, 
who had one of the worst cleft nasal defor-
mities he had ever seen. Despite having 
filled his operating schedule with nearly 40 
surgeries, Byrne could not turn the fam-
ily down. The five-hour operation, which 
involved using a bone graft from the hip 
and ear cartilage to restructure the girl’s 
face, was successful and the young woman 
is doing well.
 Grueling schedules seem the norm for 
overseas missions. It is not unusual for 
Byrne to perform more than 30 opera-
tions in a five-day period. However, he is 
used to heavy surgery schedules and 12- to 
16-hour days since he does a high volume 
of complex head and neck reconstructive 
surgery at the Johns Hopkins Weinberg 
Cancer Center several days a week. In 
addition, he sees patients and performs 
outpatient elective procedures at the Johns 
Hopkins Cosmetic Center at Greenspring 
Station.
 Byrne is an assistant professor and full-
time faculty member at Johns Hopkins 
University School of Medicine, where he 
sits on the School of Medicine admissions 
committee. As an academician, he is also 
active conducting basic science research 
(his area of focus is in facial nerve regener-
ation and the treatment of facial paralysis), 
teaches and supervises residents, a fellow 
and rotating medical students.
 The Salinas, Calif., native does most of 
his volunteer work through the Ecuadent 
Foundation and the Academy of Facial 
Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery’s Face 
to Face program. The emphasis of Face to 
Face is on physician education. While in 
Vietnam, for example, Byrne lectured to 
217 surgeons.
 The physician hopes his service will 
inspire others to perform humanitarian 
acts. “My folks and the gospel were a big 
influence on me,” he emphasizes. “There 
is no limitation to the things that you can 
do that are adventurous and exciting but, 
at the same time, do good in the world.”

Performing surgery in Vietnam.

Against All 
ODDS

For many, a college education is 
a fact of life. For others, it’s the 

dream of a lifetime.

Story and photos by 
Ryann Hartung ’99 Moresi

“I love this kind of work,” he says. “To help 
kids who have no other real option for care is 

incredibly rewarding.”
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Following a Dream

C
lara Rodriguez was only 3 
when her family left Mexico 
for a better life in California, 
but she clearly remembers 
the difficult times they went 

through after moving to Oxnard.
 Life wasn’t easy. Starting out in a coun-
try where the language had no meaning, 
not having a permanent place to call home 
or a stable job to feed a family of five was a 
challenge. “Through the hard work of my 
parents and their dedication to ‘us’ their 
children, I learned that with persistence and 
dedication, there are no obstacles [that can-
not be overcome] in life,” Rodriguez says.
 In second grade, the teacher repeatedly 
humiliated the young immigrant in front 
of the class because she didn’t know English 
and couldn’t understand the material. But 
in the long run, Rodriguez feels this dif-
ficult period helped to build her character 
and give her the determination she needed 
to succeed.
 She is proud to be the f irst person in 
her family to go to college. Her father was 
educated through middle school and her 
mother through high school in Mexico. 
Rodriguez’ dream was to attend college 
and earn a bachelor of science in mathe-
matics – a dream that was squelched many 
times only to resurface.

 College counselors repeatedly advised 
her that she was not good at math and 
would need to choose another major if 
she wanted to graduate, but she refused to 
believe what they told her. “I told myself, 
I’m a fighter and I’m never going to give up 
no matter what happens, whatever people 
tell me,” Rodriguez asserts.
 Struggling in math, the aspiring student 
transferred from one college to another. 
Finally, she met a math professor at UC 
Santa Barbara who inspired her to continue 
following her dream of becoming a math-
ematician.
 “I was very passionate about the world 
of mathematics. I was always amazed how 
math seemed so harmless yet very power-
ful to the extent that everything evolved 
around mathematics. This made me even 
more interested in someday pursuing a 
career in this field.”
 Eventually, the small classroom environ-
ment and student-oriented teachers drew 
Rodriguez to CLU where in December she 
was able to achieve her goal of earning a 
degree in mathematics. “Dreams do come 
true,” she exclaims.
 The recent college graduate hopes to 
teach high school math. She firmly believes 
that mentoring students at this age is very 
important because it is the period in their 
lives when they determine whether they 

will go to college. Rodriguez wants to 
encourage them to further their education 
and to make a difference.

Alone and Determined
When Andres Duran came to the United 
States on his own from Mexico at age 17, 
he had big dreams. Not only would he be 
the first in his family to receive a college 
education, but he would give back to his 
community and make his parents (who 
have only an elementary school education) 
proud. 
 The second oldest of 11 children, Duran 
left his family behind to pursue his dreams. 
Settling in Ventura County, he lived with 
an uncle for a few months before getting a 
place of his own. Forced to take extra units 
to f inish high school, the young immi-
grant’s day consisted of school from 7 a.m. 
to 4:20 p.m., work from 5 p.m. to mid-
night, and home at 1 a.m.
 A quick study with incredible persever-
ance, Duran graduated from high school 
and went on to earn a bachelor’s degree 
from UC Santa Barbara. But, he didn’t 
stop there. Aided by a full-tuition bilingual 
teacher training scholarship from CLU’s 
School of Education, the Oxnard resident 
completed his bilingual teaching credential 
last semester and will receive his master’s in 
education in May.

 For Duran, receiving the grant was the 
opportunity of a lifetime. With a family 
to support, he would normally have had 
to work full time and attend school only 
in the evenings. “The grant has allowed 
me to focus completely on my education 
and on becoming a better teacher,” he says. 
Administrators of the program report that 
at least 90 percent of the students in the 
program would not be able to take advan-
tage of the credential preparation without 
the grant.
  “I have always wanted to teach, to make 
a difference and to serve as a role model and 
mentor to young children,” explains Duran, 
who teaches pre-kindergarten, special edu-
cation at Rio Plaza Elementary School in 
Oxnard weekdays and f ifth- and sixth-
grade enrichment programs on weekends. 
He also is in charge of the school’s technol-
ogy department and responsible for training 
teachers.
 Duran enjoys applying his theories in 
the classroom and watching the children 
learn. “The most rewarding part of the 
whole program is seeing the eyes of the stu-
dents just glow when they really get some-
thing,” he says.
  Being a native of Mexico, Duran finds 
he can relate culturally to many of the 
children who come from Spanish-speak-
ing homes. It is a connection that creates an 
even stronger bond. “It is easy for me to get 
down to their level, look in their eyes and 
believe in them.”

Family Goals
Growing up in a single-parent home in 
Mexico, Al Escobar learned early that 
family and education are very important. 
Although his mother had just a fourth-
grade education, she was determined that 
her children would go to school and sur-
mounted great obstacles to make it happen. 
 Escobar’s penchant for business evolved 
when he was very young. As a boy, he spent 
his summers in a little Mexican village 
where his grandmother lived. He remem-
bers selling burritos on buses and getting 
kicked out of the only restaurant in town 
for peddling gum to the customers. 
 Always interested in helping others, the 
outgoing youngster volunteered to collect 
donations for the only hospital/clinic in 
the village. Given a white helmet, flag and  
container with a red cross painted on them, 
he stopped vehicles on the only road to the 
city to ask for donations. 
 His family came to the United States 
when Escobar was 10. His mother held two 
jobs, working in the strawberry fields in the 
mornings and as a cashier in the afternoons. 
But, she always managed to be home when 
Escobar and his siblings returned from 
school. 
 While in high school, Escobar was 
accepted into the Upward Bound program 
at CLU. He excelled in classes and relished 
the experience of living on campus. With 
the guidance of the Upward Bound teach-
ers, he became the first one in his family to 
attend college. After receiving his bachelor’s 

degree from Cal Poly San Luis Obispo in 
1996, he went on to complete his MBA at 
CLU four years later. 
 A successful businessman, Escobar 
is currently Director of the Center for 
International Trade Development in the 
tri-county region of Santa Barbara, Ventura 
and San Luis Obispo counties. He is 
President Emeritus of the National Society 
of Hispanic MBAs, a nonprofit organiza-
tion with the mission of “fostering Hispanic 
leadership through graduate management 
education and professional development in 
order to improve society.” He also serves as 
a first counselor in his church, coaches girls 
soccer at a local high school and volunteers 
in AYSO.
 Like Duran and Rodriguez, Escobar 
isn’t content to just fulfill his own dream.
  “I fully believe in the idea of improv-
ing society by improving myself and those 
around me,” he says. “I have much to be 
thankful for, and I can only hope that by 
helping others I will affect people in a posi-
tive way.”

Ryann Hartung ’99 Moresi is Marketing 
Publications Manager for CLU Graduate and 
Adult Programs-Marketing. 

AGAINSTALLODDS

Crossing the border . . . the promise of 
a better life and greater opportunity

Andres Duran, TC ’04, M.Ed. ’05 Al Escobar, MBA ’00Clara Rodriguez ’04
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‘66
Richard Farris, Ph.D., 
McMinnville, Ore., is profes-
sor of biology at Linfield Col-
lege. His manuscript “Phylum 
Gnathostomulida,” describing 
characteristics of gnathostomu-
lids and a systematic key to the 
phylum, appears in the latest 
edition of Light’s Manual: Inter-
tidal Invertebrates of the Central 
California Coast. In the early 
1970s, while at the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill, he named the species 
Austrognatharia strunki after 
former CLU professor Dr. Wil-
liam Strunk.

‘67
David Andersen, Oroville, 
Calif., recently left his position 
as city editor of the Oroville 

Mercury Register to join his wife, 
Janet (Monson), as an indepen-
dent wellness consultant with 
Nikken, Inc. They are looking 
forward to an all-expenses paid 
trip to Japan in May for the 
company’s 30th anniversary.

Lois (Hendrix) Cheraz, Des-
ert Hot Springs, Calif., teaches 
full time at Cathedral City 
High School and part time at 

Copper Mountain College in 
Joshua Tree.

Arlene Kaiser, Ed.D., Mil-
pitas, Calif., is a motivational 
speaker and currently serves 
on the nominating commit-
tee for the Screen Actors Guild 
Awards. She is also a member of 
the Volunteer Equestrian Park 
Patrol for Santa Clara County.

Alumni News
Alumni Board 

of Directors

Executive Committee

Krister Swanson ’89

President

Lydia Adalian, MBA ’91

Secretary

Sasan Nikoomanesh, MBA ’99

Vice President, Development

Stephen Foster ’94

Vice President, University Relations

Bill Swiontkowski ’67

Vice President, Enrichment & 

Recognition

Brad Bjelke ’98

Chris Czernek ’02

Carol DeMars ’67

Mary Ildvad ’82

Susan Lundeen-Smuck ’88

Karen Meier ’89

Kaja Odegard ’05  (SAA Student 

Advisor)

Michaela (Crawford ’79) Reaves 

(Faculty Representative)

Jeff Shea ’98

Jason Soyster ’05 (ASCLU 

Representative)   

David Spurlock Jr. ’69 (Regent 

Representative)

Ragnar Storm-Larsen ’69

Adele (Broas ’71) Trent

Director of Alumni 

Development and Parent

Relations

Elaine Benditson, MBA ’03

Assistant Director of 

Alumni Development and 

Parent Relations

Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren

Carol (Jones) DeMars, 
Woodland Hills, Calif., is office 
coordinator for Donald DeMars 
International, designers of fit-
ness and wellness centers.

Kay (Smith) Willer, San 
Marcos, Calif., has taught first 
grade at Richland Elementary 
School for the past 20 years.

Pete Weston, Monument, 
Colo., is Contracting Manager 
for Northrop Grumman in 
Denver.

’68
Steve Willer, San Marcos, 
Calif., does cabinetry and cus-
tom woodworking.

‘70
Chris Elkins, Ph.D., Chapel 
Hill, N.C., is an associate pro-
fessor of medicine at University 
of North Carolina at Chapel 
Hill and recently was re-award-
ed a five-year National Institute 
of Health grant to study bac-

terial vaccine candidates. He 
enjoys boatbuilding and fishing 
and is involved in fisheries con-
servation.

Miriam Hoffmann, Truckee, 
Calif., teaches music in the 
Washoe County School Dis-
trict. After 35 years of teaching, 
she plans to retire and concen-
trate on her duties as pianist and 
director of the choir and bell 
choir at Truckee Lutheran Pres-
byterian Church.

Christine Miller, Waldorf, 
Md., is pastor at Hope Lutheran 
Church in Clinton.

Linda (Lewis) Nausin, 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., is 
Assistant to the Dean in CLU’s 
School of Education.

Frank Nausin, Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., is senior pastor at 
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church.

Robert Riede, Rancho Palos 
Verdes, Calif., owns a real 
estate appraisal business, The 
Appraisal Connection, in Tor-
rance.

’72
Kristine (Higley) Hill, 
Pomona, Calif., teaches the 
orthopedically disabled at a 
high school in the Bassett Uni-
fied School District.

John Korstad, Ph.D., Jenks, 
Okla., teaches biology at Oral 
Roberts University in Tulsa.

Sally (Steffen) Korstad, 
Jenks, Okla., teaches first grade 
at Heritage Academy.

Charaline (Yu) Maxim ‘74, who lives in Oxnard and teach-
es first grade at Mesa Union School near Somis, was 

named one of the nation’s top educators in mathematics and 
science for 2002. George W. Bush presented her with the 
Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science 
Teaching at a special ceremony in Washington, D.C.
 Maxim received her bachelor’s degree from CLU in 
1974. In 1986 she completed both her master of arts in 
music and a teaching credential. A veteran instructor, who 
has taught generations of families in the small one-school 
district, Maxim sees math as much more than a list of skills 
to be practiced. “It’s a whole world of thinking,” she says, 
adding that part of the secret lies in asking the right ques-
tions of students so they come to the understanding on 
their own.
 The Presidential Awards program, administered by the 
National Science Foundation, honors about 200 teachers 
from the 50 states, District of Columbia, U.S. territories and 
Department of Defense schools each year. After passing 
reviews by state screening committees, winners are chosen 
and recommended to the White House by a panel of scien-
tists, mathematicians and educators. 
 Maxim was the only teacher from California to be cho-
sen in 2002 for her accomplishments in the teaching of 
elementary mathematics. In addition to a trip to the nation’s 
capitol, she received a citation signed by President Bush and 
a $7,500 award from the National Science Foundation to 
improve math and science instruction.
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Practice Makes Perfect

Get CLUed In!
To receive your  

copy of the 

monthly alumni 

electronic newsletter 

CLUed In, 

email 

alumni@clunet.edu

ALUMNI AWARD 
NOMINATIONS

Do you know an alumnus/a who is deserving of an 
Alumni Association Service to Alma Mater, 

Career Achievement or Humanitarian award? 

Tell us about your nominee and why 
he or she is deserving of an award. 

For more information, call the Alumni Relations Office at 
(805) 493-3170 or email alumni@clunet.edu.

Jerry Halweg ’66 has been busy lately using his talents and 
resources to replace the letters in the lobby floor of the Pederson 
Administration Building with “CLU.” A recognized expert in hard 
surfaces, Jerry is President of Tile Institute of America. 
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We want to hear 
from you!
We are interested in promo-
tions, new jobs, education updates, 
address changes, new e-mai l 
addresses, marriages, births, deaths, 
honor s and awards. Keep us 
informed!

Write to your class representative 
or to the Alumni Relations Office:

California Lutheran University
Alumni Relations Office
60 W. Olsen Road #1500
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
alumni@clunet.edu

Or visit www.clunet.edu/Alumni 
and click on “Submit Your Class 
Notes.”

If you are interested in being a 
class representative, please 
contact the Alumni Office at 
(805) 493-3170.

’64
Linda (Gulsrud) Harris
28746 Pisces St.
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

’65
Ruth Ann Johnson
1036 Michelangelo Drive
Sunnyvale, CA 94087

’67
David and Janet (Monson) 
Andersen
1512 Robinson St.
Oroville, CA 95965
daandersen@cncnet.com

’68
Gerry Price
240 East J 12
Lancaster, CA 93535
doodlesdad@aol.com

’69
Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day
4008 Coral Reef Place
Lake Havasu, AZ 86406
jimjudy@citlink.net

’71
Adele (Broas) Trent
5935 Brayton Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90805

’72
Rebecca (Overton) France
1555 Shadow Glen Court
Westlake Village, CA 91361

Alan Virgil
24660 Via Valmonte
Torrance, CA 90505-6801

’73
Claudine (Dumelle) Linzer
1188 Druid Walk
Decatur, GA 30033-3736

’74
Lea Lamp
6530 W. Westwind Drive
Glendale, AZ 85310
LampLea@hotmail.com

’75
Gloria Falls
1337 E. Fernrock St.
Carson, CA 90746
gloriaff@aol.com

’76
Victoria (Vasco) Green
48801 97th St. E
Lancaster, CA 93535

David Sander
116 Lonesome Trail
Haslet, TX 76052
dsjsander@cs.com

’77
John Rarick, Ph.D.
P.O. Box 1747
Poulsbo, WA 98370
JRarickPhD@cs.com

’78
Jon Backstrom
P.O. Box 75
Indianola, IA 50125
backstrom@yahoo.com

Dottie (Roman) Sterling
1625 Foxridge Circle
Auburn, CA 95603-5959
sterling1625@yahoo.com

’79
Rhondi (Pinkstaff) Mitchell
26410 Misty Ridge Place
Fair Oaks Ranch, CA 91387
rpm@hartdistrict.org

’80
Ginny Green
1980 County Road, 120 NE
Alexandria, MN 56308

’81
Tori Nordin
8104 Aralia Drive
Austin, TX 78750
torinordin@aol.com

’82
Elizabeth Proctor
2254 Highview Lane NW B-102
Bremerton, WA 98312
Liz.Proctor@WAMU.net

’84
Mike Engstrom
15371 Seitz Court
Moorpark, CA 93021
angsty2@aol.com

Eric Jensen
5533 Aldren Court
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
eric@mvapmed.com

’86 
Kevin and Brandy (Downing) 
Schaffels 
7350 Laura Lane 
Reseda, CA 91355-8008 
brandy.schaffels@motortrend.
com
kschaff@clunet.edu

’87 
Franc Camara 
10411 176th Place NE 
Redmond, WA 98052-7208

’90 
Julie Donaldson-Prince 
223 W. Wolf Road 
Peoria, IL 61614 
Jprince007@sbcglobal.net 

’91
Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Fick
22586 Via Santiago
Mission Viejo, CA 92691

’92
Mark Marius 
1692 Borneo Court, Unit A
Clovis, NM 88101
mariusteam@mac.com

Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe 
2443 Castlemont Court 
Simi Valley, CA 93063 
garme@pacbell.net 

’93 
Anne Christenson 
P.O. Box 9118
Arlington, VA 22219 
achristenson1@juno.com

’94
Jeff Aschbrenner 
5583 Arlene Way
Livermore, CA 94550
Jeff_Aschbrenner@comcast.net

’95 
Brian McCoy 
264 D Ridgeton Lane 
Simi Valley, CA 93065 
brian.mccoy@natplan.com

’96 
Justin and Susan (Seegmiller) 
Knight
2954 Stacy Drive
Simi Valley, CA 93063
kingzman@sbcglobal.net

’98 
Kari Gravrock 
20520 Ventura Blvd., Apt. 309
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
kgravrock@aol.com 

’00 
Sommer (Embree) Barwick 
610 E. Providencia, Apt. J
Burbank, CA 91502
sembree@ci.burbank.ca.us

Stephanie Howe
5382 Felicia St.
Camarillo, CA 93012
psychkid2002@hotmail.com

Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
11408 December Way #401
Silver Spring, MD 20904
imoyer@wcl.american.edu 

’01
Inga Magi
1353 N. Van Dorn St.
Alexandria, VA 22304
ingamagi@hotmail.com

’02
Kim (McHale) Miller
4910 Chad Drive
Killeen, TX 76542
clugal02@hotmail.com

Angela (Namba) Rowley
2822 White Ridge Place #23
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362

’03
Katie Bashaw
18414 Collins St. #116
Tarzana, CA 91356

’04
Holly-Anne Halweg
3270 Los Robles Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91362
HollyHalweg@aol.com

Beckie Lewis
615 Hampshire Road
Westlake Village, CA 91361

Gary McGinnis (TC ’74), 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., teaches 
math at Thousand Oaks High 
School.

’74
Kate Bryant-Hall, Aptos, 
Calif., teaches emotionally dis-
turbed teenagers for the Santa 
Clara County Office of Educa-
tion.

Peg and Reg Schultz-Aker-
son, Chico, Calif., are co-
senior pastors at Faith Lutheran 
Church.

’75
Kristen (Grude) Kirkpat-
rick, Folsom, Calif., is the 
first ever Director of College 
Advancement at Folsom Lake 
College, which was accredited 
in January 2004. She is also 
Executive Director of the Fol-
som Lake College Foundation.

’76
Jerry Cox, Fairport, N.Y., 
has spent the past seven years 
in medical research after more 
than 20 years in clinical medi-
cine and teaching. He is senior 
manager for a start up com-
pany in San Diego investigat-
ing cryoablation for cardiac 
arrhythmias. To mark his 50th 
birthday, he hiked from rim to 
rim in the Grand Canyon in 10 
hours.

Ray Haynes, Sacramento, 
Calif., the Republican incum-
bent, won reelection to the 
California State Assembly rep-
resenting the 66th District.

’77
Glenda Samples (MA ’92), 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., is 

Senior Editor at Glencoe/
McGraw-Hill in Woodland 
Hills.

’78
Shawn Howie, Santa Monica, 
Calif., is CFO for Movielink.

’79
Elke Katsuren (MS), Laguna 
Niguel, Calif., retired as an 
early behavior intervention 
counselor and associate profes-
sor of English at Los Angeles 
City College and now provides 
financial services for educators.

‘80
Mark Birnbaum, Culver City, 
Calif., is a senior investment 
executive with Trilogy Finan-
cial Services Inc. in Torrance.

Barbara Buhs, Fullerton, 
Calif., is a special education 
teacher with Barbara Buhs’ 
Learning Center for children 
with learning disabilities.

Holly (Bielman) Carver, 
Corona, Calif., is a crime ana-
lyst for the city of Costa Mesa.

Jim Kunau, Orange, Calif., is 
head football coach at Orange 
Lutheran High School.

Laurie (Braucher) Quar-
termain, Phoenix, Ariz.,  is a 
senior professional healthcare 
consultant with Pfizer Inc.

’81
Clifford Moore (MA), 
Camarillo, Calif., is assistant 
superintendent for the Oak 
Park Unified School District.

Kenneth Magda-
leno, principal 

at Anacapa Middle 
School in Ventura, 
Calif., received a 
great deal of recog-
nition for his work in 
educational leader-
ship last fall.
 The Association 
of California School 
Administrators 
(ACSA) named 
Magdaleno Middle 
School Adminis-
trator of the Year 

for 2004 and recognized him as the leading middle school 
principal for ACSA Region 13, which covers Ventura, Santa 
Barbara and San Luis Obispo counties.
 The League of United Latin American Citizens, an advo-
cacy group for Latinos, recognized him as the Outstanding 
Administrator of the Year, and the National Association of 
Secondary School Principals considered him for the national 
Middle School Principal of the Year award.
 Magdaleno earned his bachelor’s in social science from 
CLU in 1989, a master’s in guidance and counseling in 1996 
and three education-related credentials – one in pupil per-
sonnel services and two in administration. 
 He then went on to earn his doctorate in educational 
leadership from UCLA. The subject of his dissertation was 
“Lending a Helping Hand: Leading Latina and Latino Lead-
ers into the 21st Century.” Last summer, he was invited 
to Oxford University in England to present his doctoral 
research at an educational leadership roundtable event.
 Magdaleno’s research is the basis of a new statewide, 
two-year mentoring program for Latino public school prin-
cipals and assistant superintendents who aspire to become 
superintendents. He serves as coordinator for the program 
and is also active in the California Latino Superintendents 
Association, which helps oversee the program.
 Of the 1,056 public school districts in California, 86 cur-
rently employ Latino superintendents. Magdaleno, in his 
fourth year as principal at Anacapa, would like to see that 
number increase. “I do want to become a superintendent 
someday,” he says.

Top Principal
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Cribnotes
Carothers, Tyler was 
born on July 3, 2004, to 
Amy (Zurek ’96) and Scott 
Carothers.

Bryant-Hall, Brittany and 
Kyra were born on Jan. 28, 
2003, to Kathryn (Bryant-
Hall ’74) and Christopher 
Hall.

Day, Zackery Robert 
was born on April 7, 2004, 
to Christy (Boyle ’97) and 
Brady ’94 Day.

Dressler, Jacob Elliott was 
born on Oct. 16, 2004, to 
Jennie (Gappinger ’01) and 
Jon ’02 Dressler.

Dyer, Sydney Allison 
was born on Jan. 28, 2004, 
to Allison (Kiser ’00) and 
Marcus Dyer.

Fitzgibbons, Isabel 
Magdalen was born on June 
22, 2004, to Paula (Mendrala 
’92) and Peter Fitzgibbons.

Friend, David Nicholas 
was born on May 7, 2004, 
to Angelique (Love ’02) and 
Brandon Friend.

Garland, Hallie Joanne 
was born on Feb. 21, 2003, 
to Brianna (Crites ’00) and 
Kelly Garland.

Hebel, Ethan Ray was born 
on Oct. 26, 2004, to Pamela 
Knitowski and Raymond 
Michael Hebel ’75.

Hemphill, Jake was born 
on March 16, 2004, to Katie 
(Goldberg ’00) and Charles 
Hemphill.

Knight, Sterling Marie 
was born on Oct. 21, 2004, 
to Susan (Seegmiller ’96) and 
Justin ’96 Knight.

Leslie-Notrica, Warren 
Walker was born on Nov. 11, 
2004, to Lois Leslie ’81 and 
Michael Notrica.

Naginey, Ethan Robert 
was born on Oct. 9, 2004, 
to Angela (Moller ’99) and 
Brian Naginey.

Otte, Jacob Christopher 
was born on July 8, 2003, to 
Robin and Christopher ’92 
Otte.

Peters, Noah Sean was 
born on Feb. 18, 2004, to 
Wendy (Alker, MS ’96) and 
Holger Peters.

Prater, Emma Cate was 
born on Nov. 22, 2003, 
to Shellie (Brentt ’93) and 
Reaves Prater.

Quartermain, Michael 
Kenneth and Christian 
Thomas were born on July 
16, 2003, to Laurie (Braucher 
’80) and Ken Quartermain.

Rodriguez, Evelyn Rose 
was born on Oct. 30, 2004, 
to Celeste (Nelsen ’92) and 
Benny Rodriguez.

Skellenger, Tyler 
Benjamin was born on Oct. 
16, 2004, to Amanda (Eaves 
’99) and Scott ’98 Skellenger.

Wimbish, Jake was born 
on July 8, 2004, to Kristin 
(Butler ’93) and Timothy ’92 
Wimbish.

Marriages
David Hendrix ’82 and 
Marilyn Clendinen on Oct. 
15, 2004.

Patricia Castle ’90 and 
Mike Barbalich on May 1, 
2004.

Kathie Bergsma ’96 and 
Tom Glenn on Aug. 7, 2004.

Jennifer Kuehne ’96 and 
Michael Davis on Oct. 16, 
2004.

Melissa Rider ’99 and Ray 
Portela on July 17, 2004.

Patrick Enman ’00 and 
Nichola Smith on Oct. 16, 
2004.

Rajikka Natkunanathan 
’00 and Maxwell Thomas on 
June 28, 2003.

Brant Childers ’01 and 
Michelle Loughmiller ’02 
on Sept. 25, 2004.

Cindy Ham ’01 and Eric 
Stoffregen ’01 on July 17, 
2004.

Megan Hammer ’01 and 
Andrew Lauhoff on Dec. 18, 
2004.

Christine Bates ’02 and 
Chris Malone on July 30, 
2004.

Jennifer Brown ’02 and 
Jeffery Jezlorski on Aug. 14, 
2004.

Lydia Curry ’02 and Justin 
Abler on Oct. 10, 2004.

Jennifer Holley ’02 and 
Thomas Henschel on April 
12, 2003.

Branden Karjola ’02 and 
Shauna Stapley ’02 on 
Sept. 4, 2004.

Angelique Love ’02 and 
Brandon Friend on Nov. 30, 
2002.

Matthew Speitel ’02 and 
Jill Valenzuela on Sept. 18, 
2004.

Melissa Hoesche ’03 and 
Joel Maldonado on Nov. 6, 
2004.

John Fiedler ’04 and Freda 
Williams ’04 on Oct. 9, 
2004.

Carolyn Pedder ’04 and 
Justin Moreno on Dec. 18, 
2004.

In Memoriam
Matthew Bogoyevac  
(former student) passed away 
on Jan. 23, 2005. 

Gary Bonde (MS ’74). 
Notification was received in 
January.

Steve Miller ’72 passed 
away on Jan. 21, 2005.

Michael A. Moffitt ’85 
passed away on Oct. 25, 
2004.

Rick L. Scott ’71 (MA 
’78) passed away on Nov. 27, 
2004.

M I L E S T O N E S ’82
Bonnie Fonseca-Greber, 
Ph.D., Bowling Green, Ohio, 
is an assistant professor in the 
department of Romance Lan-
guages at Bowling Green State 
University. Her doctorate is in 
second language acquisition.

Nancy Gardner (TC), Espa-
nola, N.M.,  is director of La 
Rueda, an alternative educa-
tional program.

David Hendrix, Palmdale, 
Calif., teaches computer at 
the middle school level in the 
Westside Union School District 
in Lancaster.

Sherry (Mazyrack) Kienitz, 
Helena, Mont., is administrator 
at Our Redeemer’s Lutheran 
Church.

Mehbub Shivji, San Diego, 
Calif., is a quality control 
supervisor at an American Red 
Cross donor testing laboratory.

‘83
Stephen Sandorf, Half Moon 
Bay, Calif., is co-owner of 
Sense of Peace, a store special-
izing in home furnishings, 
Asian furniture, photographs 
and CDs.

’86
Anne (Merrill) Harvey, Lan-
caster, Calif., teaches first grade 
at Eastside Elementary School.

‘89
Glenn Geeting, M.D., 
Phnom Penh, Cambodia, has 
been a member of the staff 
of Sihanouk Hospital Centre 
for Hope the past two years. 
He helped start the hospital 

10 years ago as a member of 
Hope Worldwide. The hospital, 
which now has a staff of 350 
local and international medics 
and recently added a new wing, 
is funded by foreign donations 
and offers free treatment. Since 
demand for service far exceeds 
the hospital’s capacity, the 
patients have developed a daily 
lottery system to see who gets 
an appointment. After an initial 
assessment to identify those 
with life threatening illnesses, 
the remaining patients join a 
large circle where their hand 
is stamped and they are given 
a number. A hospital official 
draws numbers from a box to 
determine who will be seen 
that day.

’90
Geraldine (Spencer) Birch, 
Cornville, Ariz., is Develop-
ment Manager, Northern 
Arizona for Make-A-Wish of 
Arizona.

Brian Horne, Walnut Creek, 
Calif., is a senior inspector for 
United States Marshal Service 
Judicial Security Division in 
San Francisco.

Martin Minter, Scottsdale, 
Ariz., is Arizona Operations 
Manager for Holguin, Fahan 
& Associates Inc. He com-
pleted his master of science in 
environmental management 
from Arizona State Universi-
ty’s Polytechnical campus in 
December 2003. An excerpt 
of his thesis titled “A Critical 
Analysis of the Potential Envi-
ronmental Factors Contribut-
ing to the Spread of West Nile 
Virus” was published in the 
Winter 2005 issue of ArcUser 
Magazine. Electronic data from 
his thesis was used by state and 
county health officials dur-
ing the 2004 West Nile Virus 
outbreak to assist in identifica-
tion of the geographic features 

Fatherly Advice
To My Daughter,

I sat long staring at a blank screen, wondering what words of 
wisdom I might have for such an important 
occasion, that of my first child going 
away to college.
 I happened to be wearing my 
own college ring at the time. The 
words engraved in the side became 
more obvious than I remembered 
them. In a circle, around a star-like cross 
were the words, “Love of Christ, Truth & 
Freedom.”
 And so I decided to tell you what 
these words mean to me.
 Christ. (Of course, that one had to 
be first.) You know I’m no preacher, but 
there is a message of Jesus Christ that has 
a similar thread in almost all of our world’s 
religions, it concerns personal accountability. It is not hard for you to 
imagine a world in which there was no penalty for evil and no reward 
for self-sacrifice, no reason for being right, no consequence for doing 
wrong. It is message of choice, the God-given, free-willed responsibility of 
making your own choices in life and a historical perspective to help you 
to make the right ones. Growing up is about making choices, too. Try to 
make good ones, because at the end of the day, only you will be there to 
answer for them.
 Truth. I remember hearing about the “search for truth” in college. 
It always sounded like there was only one. I’m still not sure I know what 
they really meant. But over the years I’ve learned that the world is so full 
of uneducated opinions being tossed around as if they were actually facts, 
that it often becomes a challenge to learn what is real, what is true. In 
other words, you may have to search through pounds of nonsense to find 
an ounce of truth, (especially in election years) but it is a worthy quest. 
Be careful, be smart. Truth is also about honesty, and honesty is always the 
right answer. You don’t have to look too far to find people caught up in 
their own lies. Always be honest, at least with yourself.
 And Freedom. Freedom is not even possible without the first two. 
Freedom is not for the lazy, non-industrious souls, who would live off the 
toil of others. Or for those who would lie and cheat to prey on our good 
natures. Freedom is not for those with no sense of morality, no inherent 
law with which to guide their actions.
 Freedom is but an individual’s opportunity, it is your opportunity, 
governed by a moral code and fueled by an honest mind, to be and do 
anything you really want to in life. Cherish that.
 I hope you will always keep some journal or place to record your 
thoughts and experiences. I am so proud of you.

Love and be loved, 
Dad

P.S. I want you to always remember something else, that my college’s foot-
ball team used to kick the crap out of your college’s football team...

Reprinted with permission from the San Clemente Journal, November, 
December, January 2004-05. Written by Don R.  Kindred ’80, Publisher.

Brighton and 

Don R.  Kindred ’80
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contributing to the rapid spread 
of the virus.

Cynthia (Conley) Moore 
(MA, TC ’92), Los Angeles, 
Calif., is a principal in the Los 
Angeles Unified School Dis-
trict.

Scott Myers, Monrovia, 
Calif., teaches in the Alhambra 
school district.

Michelle Neels, Santa Ynez, 
Calif., is President of Michelle 
Neels Interior Design.

Ann (Smith) Norton, Mesa, 
Ariz., is case manager for 
Schaller Anderson, a health 
insurance company in Phoenix.

Patrick O’Doul (MA), 
Agoura Hills, Calif., is 
Regional Commander South-
ern California for the United 
States Military Academy at 

West Point and assists applicants 
in acquiring an appointment 
and congressional or senato-
rial nomination. Patrick retired 
from the Army as a lieutenant 
colonel.

Kim Sparks, Ph.D., Woburn, 
Mass., is minority training pro-
gram coordinator at Agencourt 
Bioscience in Beverly.

Stephanie (Bausano) 
Thorne (MBA), San Ramon, 
Calif., is Dean of Students at 
WyoTech, a secondary voca-
tional school in Fremont.

’92
Francisco Barbi (TC), 
Oxnard, Calif., is principal at 
Haydock Intermediate School 
in the Oxnard Elementary 
School District.

For the past five years, Jennifer Gast ’03 (TC ’04) right, and 
Dereem McKinney ’04 have been spending their Decem-

bers together serving as crew chiefs for the Lutheran Hour 
float entries in the Pasadena Tournament of Roses Parade.
 Gast, who serves as crew chief, and McKinney, assistant 
crew chief, have been completely responsible for the decora-
tion of the floats. Their duties have entailed the training of 
300-400 volunteers, directing which materials go where on 
the float and what type of glue is required for the various 
materials to adhere, the proper decoration of the float and 
making sure the float is finished by the final judging deadline 
on Dec. 31.
 The theme of the 2005 Rose Parade was “Celebrate Fam-
ily,” and accordingly, the theme of the Lutheran float was “The 
Family of God.”
 The floats are built year-round by Phoenix Decorating Co. 
in Pasadena, but the two CLU alumnae are responsible for 
coordinating the float’s decoration, which takes place only in 
December. The dry materials (seeds, legumes, grass, bark) are 
placed on the float in the weeks prior to Christmas; however, 
the wet materials (petals, leaves, fruit, flowers) may only be 
put into place at the end of the decoration process so that 
they do not dry out.
 Once the final judging takes place on the 31st, Phoenix 
Decorating handles the rest, i.e., driving the float out to the 
parade route, keeping it from getting damaged on the way, 
protecting it from parade fans as it spends the night on the 
street and ensuring its successful journey through the parade 
on Jan. 1.
 After the excitement of coordinating the 2005 float deco-
ration, Gast returned to her second-grade teaching position in 
Orange County, and McKinney, who is in the teacher creden-
tial program at CLU, resumed her duties as Youth Minister at 
Bardsdale United Methodist Church in Fillmore.
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Michelle (Campos) Blas 
(MPA, TC ’99), Garden 
Grove, Calif., is Associate 
Director of Recruitment at the 
Graziadio School of Business 
and Management at Pepperdine 
University.

Robert Chunko (MBA), 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., is 
regional sales manager for Bei-
jer Electronics.

Suzana Harris (MBA), 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., is senior 
human resources consultant 
for Oi Partners-The McGuire 
Group, which specializes in 
outplacement, training and 
management coaching.

Peter McDermott, M.D., 
Ph.D., Camarillo, Calif., a 
part-time history instructor 
at CLU, has been selected to 
deliver the annual “Ether Day 
Lecture” at Harvard Univer-
sity School of Medicine-Mas-
sachusetts General Hospital in 
October. McDermott writes, 
“This is the location where 
the first anesthetic was admin-
istered on Oct. 16, 1846, by 
W.T.G. Morton. As a former 
anesthesiologist, this has spe-
cial significance to me. And as 
a historian, I will hopefully be 
able to give a special scholarly 
touch to the talk.”

Rob O’Neill, Moorpark, 
Calif., is in programming at 
Walt Disney Co. in Burbank.

Chris Otte, Corona, Calif., is 
DSL manager for SBC.

Celeste (Nelsen) Rodriguez, 
Concord, Calif., teaches kin-
dergarten in the San Ramon 
Valley Unified School District.

Kathy (Kraiger) Schaus, 
Norfolk, Va., teaches pre-kin-
dergarten part time in a Luther-
an school and is a Creative 
Memories consultant.

Timothy Wimbish, 
Lakewood, Colo., is Supervisor 
of Rehabilitation Services at 

Jenny Andrews is a freshman from Chicago, Ill., who came to 
CLU primarily because of the University’s outstanding mul-

timedia program. She attended a Student Alumni Association 
(SAA) mentor meeting last fall hoping to meet an alumnus 
who had similar career interests to her own.
 Ryann Hartung ‘99 Moresi, who worked for NBC follow-
ing graduation, is currently Marketing Publications Manager 
for Graduate & Adult Programming at CLU. When she heard 
about the mentoring program, she knew it was the perfect 
way for her to give back to the University.
 “I worked as a researcher for ‘Access Hollywood,’” Ryann 
said, “I was so excited when I found out that Jenny was inter-
ested in the television industry because I knew that I still had 
some contacts.” The Alumni Relations Office put Jenny and 
Ryann together and last November, they visited NBC Studios 
in Burbank, where Ryann took the student on a tour of the 
“Access Hollywood” offices to meet employees in the vari-
ous departments. Ryann was delighted with Jenny’s reaction, 
“I was so happy that she had a great day and that she enjoyed 
the experience.”
 For Jenny, the most enjoyable aspect of the mentor pro-
gram has been talking to her mentor on a regular basis. “It is 
so beneficial to be connected with people who have experi-
ence in what you are wanting to do,” she says.
 The Alumni Relations Office officially launched the Stu-
dent Alumni Association (SAA) Mentor Program last October. 
The one-to-one mentoring program that matches students 
with alumni who have experience or interest in similar career 
fields already has more than 100 alumni and students partici-
pating.  Like Jenny, many students are seeking the opportunity 
to build a professional relationship with someone who can 
offer insight and advice about career development; balancing 
work, family and life; and sharing business perspectives and 
experiences. At the same time, many alumni are looking for 
meaningful ways to give back to their alma mater and to stay 
connected with the University.
 Alumni interested in making a significant impact on the 
life of a student are encouraged to become mentors. Please 
contact Assistant Director of Alumni Development Rachel 
Ronning ‘99 Lindgren at (805) 493-3690 or rronning@clunet.
edu to volunteer.

University of Colorado Hospi-
tal in Denver.

Marguerite (Olmedo) 
Wolfe, Simi Valley, Calif., is a 
stay-at-home mom and admin-
istrative vice president for Simi 
Valley West Moms Club.

’93
Hilde Haaland-Kramer, 
Norfolk, Va., is a Creative 
Memories consultant.

Meredith Lawton (MBA 
’03), Greenwich, Conn., is a 
senior project manager at Mer-
rill Corp. in New York.

’94
Brady Day, Simi Valley, 
Calif., teaches at Canoga Park 
Lutheran School.

’96
Kathie Bergsma-Glenn, Tai 
Wai, N.T., Hong Kong, teaches 
third grade at the International 
Christian School of Hong 
Kong.

Jim Costello (MBA), Thou-
sand Oaks, Calif., owns Great 
Harvest Bread Co. in Newbury 
Park with his wife, Lupe. They 
specialize in whole grain breads 
and sweets made from f lour 
ground fresh every day. Visit 
their website at www.conejo-
bread.com.

’97
Brenda (Taylor) Goldy, 
Fillmore, Calif., is a contract-
ing supervisor with Lead Mas-
ters Insurance Marketing and 
Financial Network in Simi 
Valley.

Tracy (Little) Schuetz, 
Newbury Park, Calif., owns 

Freshman Jenny Andrews with Billy Bush 

of ”Access Hollywood” and mentor Ryann 

Hartung ’99 Moresi.

MENTORINGMentoring Made Fun
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Fun! Fun! Fun!
Homecoming 

Weekend
October 28-30
• Open Classes • 

Alumni Golf Tournament 
• Casino Night • Reunion 
Dinners • Hall of Fame 

Banquet • Football • Food 
• Fun • Friends 

It’s all happening Homecoming 
weekend! If you’d like to help get 
the word out and volunteer some 

time for your reunion, call the 
Alumni Relations Office at 
(805) 493-3170 or email 

alumni@clunet.edu.
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Notary Signing Services and is 
also a Creative Memories con-
sultant.

Debra (Lindstrom) Wayte, 
Fresno, Calif., teaches at Wash-
ington Union High School and 
is pursuing a Pupil Personnel 
Services credential to become a 
high school counselor.

’98
Heather Vance, Huron, Ohio, 
is manager of Resort Food 
Services at Castaway Bay, the 
new indoor waterpark resort at 
Cedar Point Amusement Park 
in Sandusky.

’99
Edgar Aguirre, Van Nuys, 
Calif., is Development Officer 
at the California Community 
Foundation in Los Angeles and 
is responsible for the Diverse 
Philanthropy Initiative, which 
seeks to build philanthropic 
funds from donors of color 
and from the gay and lesbian 
communities in Los Angeles 
County.

Jeannine (Bankey) Kranzow 
(MS), Ph.D., Tampa, Fla., is 
Director of Academic Advis-
ing at Saint Leo University. She 
earned her doctorate in higher 

education and student affairs 
from Indiana University.

Tamara (Munsterman-
Burke) Parisio (MBA), 
Woodland Hills, Calif., is 
designer and CEO of SandDol-
lar Cosmetics Inc. For informa-
tion about her company and 
products, visit www.sanddol-
larcosmetics.com.

Gail (Strickler) Zurek, Chi-
cago, Ill., is Assistant Director 
of the University Community 
Service Center at University of 
Chicago.

’00
Marie Charlotte Ballon, 
Saratoga, Calif., is an associ-
ate attorney with Stone & 
Associates in Pleasant Hill. She 
graduated from University of 
the Pacific McGeorge School 
of Law in May 2003 and was 
admitted to the California Bar 
that same year.

Christian Britton, Lough-
borough-Leicestershire, U.K., 
is studying for his master’s in 
sports psychology at Loughbor-
ough University.

Josephine Chapman, West 
Hollywood, Calif., is Assistant 
Manager-Internet Marketing at 
Universal Studios.

Davitt Conley, Oak Park, 
Calif., works at Casa Pacifica in 
Camarillo. He is Lead Family 
Specialist for the Wraparound 
program.

Heidi Elowitch (MS), 
Newbury Park, Calif., is an 
intake specialist and a super-
vised visitation monitor at 
Interface Children Family 
Services in Camarillo. She is 
a Ph.D. candidate in clinical 
psychology at Pacifica Graduate 
Institute in Carpinteria and has 
a private practice as a supervised 
visitation monitor in Ventura 
County.

Patrick Enman, Burbank, 
Calif., is a supervisor at Options 
For Youth in Pasadena and 
assistant men’s basketball coach 
at Glendale College.

Brianna (Crites) Garland, 
Enumclaw, Wash., is a Realtor 
with ReMax Today.

James Godley IV, San Diego, 
Calif., is a factory representa-
tive with Klingspor Abrasives 
Inc. He also coaches JV soccer 
for El Capitan High School in 
Lakeside.

Amelie (Gonzalez) Gon-
zales, Simi Valley, Calif., is an 
elementary teacher in the Simi 
Valley Unified School District.

Katie (Goldberg) Hemphill, 
Camarillo, Calif., is a self-
employed artist and owner of 
Art-By-Katie. Visit her website  
at www.art-by-katie.com.

Brian Hinkle, Norfolk, Va., 
is a graduate assistant at Old 
Dominion University where he 
will receive his master of sci-
ence in education in May.

Adam Lucas, Moorpark, 
Calif., teaches at Walnut Ele-
mentary School in the Conejo 
Valley Unified School District.

Amy Owens, Camarillo, 
Calif., is a research manager at 
J.D. Power and Associates in 
Westlake Village.

Duane Pontoppidan, Valen-
cia, Calif., is a computer graph-
ic designer at Technicolor DVD 
in Burbank.

’01
Megan (Hammer) Lauhoff, 
Agoura Hills, Calif., works 
at Crowell, Weedon & Co. 
investment firm and is studying 
for the Series 7 - General Secu-
rities Exam.

Bennett MacIntyre, San 
Diego, Calif., is a resident 
director in Student Affairs at 
University of San Diego where 
he received his master of arts in 
leadership studies last May.

’02
Daniel Arterburn (AC), 
Ed.D., Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
is Principal of the High School 
at Moorpark College.

Christine Bates, Chico, 
Calif., is an instructional para-

professional for Chico Unified 
School District.

Melanie Clarey, Westlake Vil-
lage, Calif., is administrative 
assistant for Academic Affairs 
at CLU.

Denise Dower, Garberville, 
Calif., is Executive Director of 
the Garberville Redway Area 
Chamber of Commerce.

Angelique (Love) Friend, 
Ventura, Calif., is a business 
analyst with Countrywide in 
Simi Valley.

Erik Gravrock, St. Paul, 
Minn., is pursuing a master’s in 
church history and theology at 
Luther Seminary.

Jennifer (Holley) Henschel, 
Port Hueneme, Calif., is an 
assistant manager at Regal 
Entertainment in Camarillo.

Shauna (Stapley) Karjola, 
Woodland Hills, Calif., works 
for Enterprise Rent-A-Car in 
Thousand Oaks.

Laura Manners, Studio City, 
Calif., works at Progressive 
Insurance.

Kimberly (McHale) Miller, 
Killeen, Texas, is Marketing 
Director for the Cultural Activ-
ities Center in Temple.

Nathan Miller, Ione, Calif., 
is an electrical engineer with 
Cray Inc. of Seattle, Wash. He 
received his master of science 
in electrical engineering from 
Oregon State University in 
December.

Missy Phelan (MEd), 
Ventura, Calif., teaches at 
Buena High School and was 
named Teacher of the Year in 
2003-2004.

Alison Robertson, Los 
Angeles, Calif., is an editor for 
University Publications at USC 
and is pursuing a master’s in 
communication management 

at Annenberg School for Com-
munication at USC.

Christine Shehorn, 
Camarillo, Calif., teaches fifth 
grade at Canoga Park Elemen-
tary.

Kristin Thébaud, Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., is a publicist with 
Mayerson Marketing.

Erica Tyssen, Charlottesville, 
Va., is an outreach and recruit-
ment officer at Piedmont Vir-
ginia Community College.

’03
Katie Bashaw, Tarzana, Calif., 
is Promotions Coordinator for 
the Marketing Department of 
AYSO National Support and 
Training Center in Hawthorne.

Wes Johnson, Camarillo, 
Calif., was sworn in by the 
Santa Barbara County Sheriff ’s 
Department in September and 
is completing his field training 
for deputy sheriff.

’04
Lindsay Coker, Newbury 
Park, Calif., is youth minister at 
Westlake Lutheran Church.

Armando Galvan, Moorpark, 
Calif., is pursuing a credential 
at CLU to become a Spanish/
English bilingual teacher.

Hall of Fame Banquet
Saturday, October 29, 2005

The 3rd Annual Alumni Association Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet 
will be held Saturday, October 29. Significant athlete/alumni and 
CLU friends will be honored on a jubilant night of memories and 
accolades, so don’t miss out. Inductees will be announced later in 

the spring, with invitations mailed in August. 
Be sure to attend this wonderful tradition.

To learn more about the Hall of Fame,
please visit www.clunet.edu/hof

Every so often CLU Magazine prints a column 
ti t led “Writers B lock ,” which features 

published books written by alumni and faculty. 

If you are an author whose book has been 
published since Jan. 1, 2004, you are invited to 
submit information about your book for possible 
inclusion in an upcoming issue of the magazine.

Please email the following information to 
clumag@clunet.edu:  

1) your name as it appears on the book cover

2) title of the book

3) name of publisher 

4) date of publication  

5) a  brief description of the contents (no more 
than three sentences) 

6) a JPG photo of the cover

Attention Alumni Authors
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Women’s Studies has 
a relatively long 

history at CLU. The first 
course, “Images of Women 
in Literature,” was taught 
by Pamela Kaufman in 
1974 – the same year that 
the first Women’s Studies 
Committee was formed. 
The Women’s Resource 
Center (WRC) opened 
the following year with Jan 
Bowman as its first director. 

 Over the course of its nearly 30-
year history, the WRC was a center for 
feminist scholarship and a vital source of 
support for women students, both tradi-
tional and returning. Its closing in 2004 
was the catalyst for the creation of the 
Gender and Women’s Studies Program, 
which seeks to build on the legacy of the 
WRC by combining its commitment to 
feminism with a new emphasis on the 
relevance of gender issues for women 
and men alike. Far from abandoning 
“women’s issues,” our goal is to fore-
ground gendered experiences and per-
spectives as central to CLU’s educational 
mission.
 The mission of the Gender and 
Women’s Studies Program is to facilitate 
the study of gender as a primary cate-
gory of human experience. We believe 
the universality of this experience, com-
bined with the uniqueness of its expres-
sion in every individual, makes gender 
an ideal topic for the rigorous inquiry 
and respectful dialogue that characterize 
a thriving academic community. 
 By initiating discussion of gender-
related issues in academic study and 
everyday life, we aim to cultivate intel-
lectual curiosity among our students and 
cross-disciplinary conversation among 
our colleagues. To this end, we support 
a wide variety of research, teaching and 
co-curricular initiatives on gender-relat-
ed topics that are in keeping with CLU’s 
broader educational commitment to ser-
vice and justice. 
 The broadened focus of our mission 
to include men as well as women reflects 

both the successes and 
the failures of American 
feminism. On the plus 
side, feminism’s gains are 
increasingly challenging 
men to re-imagine mascu-
linity in ways that do not 
depend upon the subjuga-
tion of women. Feminism 
has a lso contr ibuted to 
a broad reevaluation of 
gender as a socia l con-
struct and to an increas-

ing awareness and acceptance of the fact 
that sexual identity is far too diverse and 
complex to be reduced to the biological 
categories of “male” and “female.” 
 Our new name reflects our engage-
ment with these very important social 
changes and our commitment to helping 
students think through their implica-
tions for their own lives. However, our 
reluctance to dissociate ourselves from 
our historical association with women 
reflects a less positive social reality. The 
truth is that the goals of feminism (and 
by extension, the goals of the original 
WRC) are still a long way off. Indeed, 
one could argue that the women and 
men in our classrooms today are no less 
in need of “consciousness raising” than 
the original class of Women’s Studies 
students in 1974.
  Young women in particular (most 
of whom are reluctant to identify them-
selves as “feminist”) often take for grant-
ed the opportunities they now enjoy 
because of the women’s movement. 
Until the day comes when those oppor-
tunities are universal, part of our mis-
sion will be to carry on the good work 
of the WRC. To its founders – Pamela 
Kaufman, Jan Bowman, Pam Jolicoeur, 
Lyle Murley and Gerry Swanson – and 
to the countless men and women who 
have contributed over the years to the 
cause of feminism at CLU, we owe 
nothing less.

Dr. Nandra Perry is an assistant profes-
sor of English and Chair of the Gender and 
Women’s Studies Program at CLU.
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 When we returned to the room, the 
staff demanded we leave the hotel. We 
managed to grab a small bag and scram-
bled through a break in the back wall of 
the hotel with a hundred other guests, and 
gathered in front of another hotel behind 
our own. These streets were also littered 
with debris.
 A large crowd gathered, and we were 
told a bus would come. There were 200 
people, some with children or luggage. 
At this point, I said let’s run for it, and we 
took off for higher ground on foot. We 
ran for 20 minutes through backyards and 
empty shops and finally got two kids to 
take us on their motorbikes halfway up 
the hill that leads down to this business/
hotel filled cove.
 From there we made it to Krisda’s 
friend’s house and slept the rest of the day 
and night. The next day, when we were 
supposed to depart, we made our way back 
to the hotel and gathered some items left 
behind. People were walking around in a 
daze. It looked like a war zone. Swimming 
pools were f illed with cars and debris. 
Either a storefront was completely f illed 
with debris to the ceiling or completely 
empty. Cars were stacked against build-
ings, and large boats were wrapped around 
beach trees and reduced to kindling.
 We flew out that day, and I returned 
to San Francisco a day later. Battered and 
bruised, I talked openly about the ordeal 
and slept a lot. Three weeks later while 
speaking at a Tsunami benefit and show-
ing some of the pictures, I had a terrible 
physical reaction to the event - a delayed 
response to the horrible things I witnessed.
 I was diagnosed with Post Traumatic 
Stress Syndrome, something I heard about 
from the Vietnam Vets who used to take 
classes from me in my earlier teaching 
days. With some great care and lots of 
support from many friends, I am slowly 
returning to normal. I try not to talk 
about it too much anymore but it’s funny 
how little things bring back the memories. 
My experience will always be with me, 
and I’m one of the lucky ones. God Bless!

Professor Mark Nelson is in his 28th year of 
teaching and currently heads the Theatre and 
Dance Department at Ohlone College in 
Fremont, Calif.   

Additional photographs can be seen 
at www.clunet.edu/magazine

Continued  from page 4
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10 Mostly Scandinavian Hymn Festival, 2 p.m.
   Robert Hobby, Organist

15 University Wind Ensemble, 8 p.m.
May

1 Elmer Ramsey 75th Birthday Concert, 7 p.m.
   Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza
June

12 Organ Recital, 4 p.m.
   Carl Bertram Swanson

26 Ensemble Bella Musica, 4 p.m.

Alum
ni May

14 Undergraduate Commencement, 10:30 a.m.
   Class of 1965 leads processional
 Post-Commencement Luncheon, 12:30 p.m.

October

28-30 Homecoming Weekend 

 (For details, call (805) 493-3170)
28 Annual Golf Tournament
   Lost Canyons Golf Club, Simi Valley
 Casino Night/All-Alumni Dinner and Class 
   Reunions, 7 p.m.
   Hyatt Westlake Plaza, Westlake Village
29 Hall of Fame Banquet, 6:30 p.m.
   Hyatt Westlake Plaza
30 Alumni Farewell Brunch, 11:30 a.m.

Spec
ial E

vent
s April

9-10 ScanFest, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

16 Senior Art Exhibition Opening Reception, 
   2-4 p.m. (Exhibit runs through May 14)

29 Honors Day Convocation, 10 a.m.
   Gabriel Tanaki Laizer Jr. ‘00
May 

6 A Danish View of Hans-Christian 
Andersen, 7:30 p.m.

   Niels Christian Larsen

14 Baccalaureate, 8:30 a.m.
 Commencement
   Undergraduate, 10:30 a.m.
   Graduate, 2 p.m.

The
atre

April

29-30 Candide, 7:30 p.m.
 Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza
May

1 Candide, 2:30 p.m.

6-7 Candide, 7:30 p.m.

8 Candide, 2:30 p.m.

June/July
Kingsmen Shakespeare Festival

 Merry Wives of Windsor and Richard III
   Friday, June 24-Sunday, July 31
   Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays, 8 p.m.

Strike Up the Band and Blow Out the Candles!
The music and 75th birthday of Elmer 
Ramsey, former CLU faculty mem-
ber, will be celebrated Sunday, May 1, 
with a 7 p.m. concert in the Fred Kavli 
Theatre for the Per forming Ar ts at 
the Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza.

  Fea tu r i ng t he Cone jo Pops 
Orchestra , Sherwood Singers and 
other per formers, the concer t will 
highlight music arranged and/or com-

posed by Ramsey over a 50-year period.
 Tickets may be purchased at the Thousand Oaks Civic 
Arts Plaza Box Office.

For information on upcoming events, please 
visit www.clunet.edu/events

Building on the Legacy
By Nandra Perry, Ph.D.
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Saturday, April 9
Sunday, April 10

10 A.M. TO 5 P.M.

California 
Lutheran 

University
Thousand Oaks
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International Fair
Dancing, music, food and artisans 
from cultures around the world!

Featuring the ALL NEW 

IT’S ABOUT COMMUNITY!

WWW.CLUNET.EDU/SCANFEST

Cruise with the President - June 12-19, 2005
Pack your bags and join hosts Carol and Luther Luedtke 
for a spectacular cruise of the glorious Inland Passage on 
Holland America Line with stops in Glacier Bay, Juneau, Sitka, 
Ketchikan and Victoria. Ship departs from Seattle and returns 
seven days later. CLU friends are encouraged to book today 
and take advantage of attractive special group rates by calling 
the President’s Office at (805) 493-3100.
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Friday, April 29, and Saturday, April 30, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 1, 2:30 p.m.
Friday, May 6, and Saturday, May 7, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday, May 8, 2:30 p.m.
Janet and Ray Scherr Forum Theatre
Countrywide Performing Arts Center
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza

Based on Voltaire’s satirical masterpiece, Candide tells the story of 
a young man who is determined to follow his instructor’s creed of 
mindless optimism. Even after being banished from his homeland, 
captured by Bulgarians, beaten and left for dead by the Spanish 
Inquisition, robbed of everything he owns, and torn repeatedly from 
the woman he loves, Candide still clings to the philosophy that 
everything is for the best in this, “best of all possible worlds.”

Tickets are $25, and may be purchased through Ticketmaster or 
at the Civic Arts Plaza Box Office.  

For information, please call the University Relations Office 
at (805) 493-3151. 

Directed by Michael Arndt
Daniel Geeting, Conductor

Leonard Bernstein’s


