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Study Abroad
Opening Up New Worlds

JOHN SLADEK, PH.D., NAMED CAL LUTHERAN’S SIXTH PRESIDENT



The Board of Regents of California 
Lutheran University has named John 
Sladek, Ph.D., as CLU’s President and 

Chief Executive Officer.
 Most recently Vice Chancellor for 
Research at the University of Colorado at 
Denver Health Sciences Center, Sladek began 
his official duties on Sept. 11.
 The Board of Regents approved the 
selection of Sladek after meeting in June with 
the 11-member presidential search commit-
tee chaired by Regent Kate McLean.
 “Dr. Sladek’s distinguished career as a 
leader and scholar and his commitment to 
the distinctive mission and excellence of 
Lutheran higher education uniquely qualify 
him for the tasks ahead,” said William Kane, 
Chair of the Board of Regents. 
 A renowned researcher and a successful 
administrator, Sladek’s scholarly work is in the 
field of neurology and anatomy. He served as 
Vice Chancellor of Research and Professor 
of Psychiatry and Neuroscience at University 
of Colorado at Denver from 2001-2006. 
Previously, he held faculty leadership positions at Chicago Medical 
School (1991-2001) and University of Rochester (1982-1991). 
 An undergraduate alumnus of Carthage College, with degrees 
in biology and chemistry, Sladek received his master of science in 
biostructure from Northwestern University Medical School in 1968. 
He went on to earn his doctorate in anatomy from Chicago Medical 
School in 1971. His teaching, research and publishing career began at 
Chicago Medical School and continued at the University of Rochester 
School of Medicine and Dentistry.
  “With a strong background in research and administration, Dr. 
Sladek brings a wealth of experience and accomplishment to CLU as 
the University develops its new strategic plan and makes an impor-
tant transition into its second half century,” Kane pointed out. 
 In Rochester, Chicago and Denver, Dr. Sladek has shown a stra-
tegic aptitude for leading successful programs and campus building 
campaigns. He was most recently involved in the construction of a 
new 400-acre, $2 billion campus while overseeing the consolidation 
of two Denver campuses to create an urban university of distinction 
with a liberal arts component. He was also charged with developing a 
new office that oversees all research for a nationally ranked biomedi-
cal enterprise. 

 Sladek, who will also serve on the biol-
ogy faculty at CLU, has a keen understand-
ing of Lutheran liberal arts education hav-
ing received his undergraduate degree 
from one of CLU’s sister institutions of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. He 
remains closely connected to his under-
graduate alma mater as a 10-year member 
of the Carthage College Board of Trustees 
where he serves as chair of the Division of 
Natural Sciences Advisory Committee. 
 Luther S. Luedtke, Ph.D., who served 
as CLU president for near ly 14 years, 
resigned in December to accept a position 
as President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Education Development Center in Newton, 
Mass.
 A nationwide presidential search, over-
seen by a committee representing a broad 
spectrum of CLU constituents, was con-
ducted over a four-month period. 
 “The selection of Dr. Sladek as the sixth 
president is an important step for CLU giv-
en the progress that the University is mak-

ing both academically and physically. He will be a crucial addition to 
CLU’s leadership team, rounding out the impressive blend of talents 
already present in the CLU faculty and administration,” noted McLean. 
 “I’m honored to have been selected to lead a rising star among 
America’s universities,” Sladek said. One of his goals as president will 
be to lead CLU in increasing its national rankings by creating more 
master’s degree and doctoral programs with a special focus on 
expanding the sciences and the arts. 
 “I have been impressed by CLU’s commitment to excellence 
in undergraduate and graduate studies, the high quality faculty and 
students, its strong sense of tradition and community, and its very 
evident potential for growth and greatness,” said Sladek after accept-
ing the position. “I am aware of the president’s need to articulate the 
overall mission and Lutheran identity of the University. I look forward 
to working with the Lutheran Church and the larger faith community,” 
he adds. 
 Sladek and his wife, Celia, a professor of physiology and biophys-
ics at University of Colorado School of Medicine, have three grown 
children: Jonathan, Stefan and Jessica.  

Introducing . . . CLU’s New President

John R. Sladek, Ph.D., sixth president of 
California Lutheran University
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CLU’s Interim President Receives 
Honorary Degree in India

The Rev. Dr. Howard Wennes, who 
recently stepped down as Interim 
President of California Lutheran 

University, was one of several dignitaries 
presented with honorary doctorates by 
Lutheran University of India (LUI). 
 Wennes , who was previous ly 
Director of Church Relations and 
Assistant to the President for University 
Ministries, served as Interim President 
of CLU during the recent search for a 
new president. A former bishop of the 
Grand Canyon Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), Wennes has served in leadership 
posts for the ELCA throughout the world.
 In October 2004, LUI, India’s first national Lutheran university, 
signed an agreement with CLU that provides for academic coopera-
tion, faculty and curriculum development, and student exchange pro-
grams. A group of CLU students and faculty will journey to India during 
spring semester 2007.
 In addition to Wennes, those who received honorary Doctor of 
Divinity degrees during a special convocation at Gurukul Lutheran 
Theological College in Chennai on July 7 are the Rev. Mark Hanson, 
Presiding Bishop of the ELCA; the Rev. Rafael Malpica Padilla, Executive 
Director of the ELCA Global Mission; and Dr. Ishmael Noko, General 
Secretary of the Lutheran World Federation.  

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

Christopher Kimball, Ph.D., is 
the new Provost and Vice 
President for Academic Affairs 

at California Lutheran University. 
 Kimbal l was most recently 
Provost and Dean of the College at 
Augsburg College in Minneapolis, 
Minn., where he has served on the 
faculty and held a variety of adminis-
trative positions since 1991. He began 
his official duties at CLU on June 1.
 “Dr. Kimbal l ’s dist inguished 
career as a teacher and scholar, his 
proven abilities as an academic lead-
er and administrator, and his commit-
ment to the distinctive mission and 
excellence of Lutheran higher educa-
tion qualify him uniquely for the tasks 
ahead,” said the Rev. Dr. Howard 
Wennes, who served as interim pres-
ident of CLU.
 An author and speaker on aca-
demic affairs, Dr. Kimball’s scholarly 
work is in the field of American his-
tory, specializing in urban history and 

the history of sport, especially base-
ball. He joins the History Department 
at CLU. 
 An alumnus of McGill University, 
Kimball received his Ph.D. from the 
University of Chicago. Well known in 
academic circles and in the ELCA col-
lege and university network, he brings 
a wealth of experience and accom-
plishment to CLU as the University 
develops its new strategic plan and 
makes an important transition into its 
second half century, Wennes pointed 
out. 
 “California Lutheran’s vision and 
mission are what attracted me, “ said 
the new provost. “The strategic plan 
clear ly commits the institution to 
academic excellence and ar ticulates 
the most powerful elements of the 
Lutheran higher education.” Kimball 
added. “CLU promises those that 
come here that they will ‘experience 
success.’ I look forward to being part 
of the experience.”  
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Luther Statue, Falde Plaza
CLU’s landmark 
statue of Martin 
Luther is back 
on fi rm foot-
ing since recon-
struction of the 
base was com-
pleted in May. 
New concrete, 
colored pavers 
and landscaping 
a round Fa lde 
Plaza provide a fitting setting for “Enormous Luther,” as well as a 
beautiful, inviting entrance to Pearson Library. 
 The statue was a gift to the University from the first graduating 
class of 1964, and Sir Bernardus Weber, an art professor later named 
professor emeritus, was asked to design a statue that would pay trib-
ute to Martin Luther.
 Assisted by Don ’64 and David DeMars, the architects for 
Pearson Library, Weber created a work of art that had been a dream 
of CLU staff and faculty since the school opened in 1961. The statue 
was unveiled at the Founders Day Convocation on Oct. 17, 1986.

Nelson Room
Visitors to the Nelson Room 
are greeted by a newly land-
scaped terrace covered by 
attractive and versatile fixed 
and sliding canopies.

Counseling Services
Counseling Services is now located on Pioneer Street in what was 
formerly known as the Kallas House. The redesigned and expanded 
building houses the University’s student and community counseling 
services and counseling training program.

Campus Enhancements

California Lutheran University has been ranked 
17th on the U.S.News & World Report list of 
top schools in the West (from Texas to the 

West Coast) offering quality bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees.
 For the 12th straight year, CLU has been placed 
in the top tier of Western Regional Universities in the 
annual rankings that appear in the Aug. 28 edition of 
U.S. News magazine and in the U.S.News & World Report 
“America’s Best Colleges” 2007 edition.  

CLU Remains in Top 20 Dreams Do Come True

Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center – The four-decades 
dream of a new athletic center came true last month when 
the finishing touches on Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center 
construction were completed and faculty and staff moved in. 
 The 96,000-square-foot center, dubbed by experts as 
the premiere facility of its kind in Division III colleges nation-
ally, opened to students at the star t of the fall semester. 
Dedication ceremonies will take place Oct. 21.

Samuelson Aquatics Center – Substantial progress 
is evident on this project, with the 50-meter pool and 
pool building both on schedule for completion by January  
2007.   

CLU Magazine Goes Green

California Lutheran University is committed to 
protecting the environment through the use of 
recycled paper for all printed materials as appropriate. 
In addition to this issue of CLU Magazine, major 
publications recently printed on recycled paper 
include the 2006-2008 Undergraduate Catalog and 
the Fall 2006 Cultural Events Calendar.

 

American Historian Becomes New Provost

Christopher Kimball, Ph.D., 
Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs
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Passport to the World
Annual auction supports students, programs
Sample the world without leaving California! 
 The CLU Community Leaders Association’s 2006 auction, set to the 
theme “Passport to the World,” will be held Saturday, Nov. 4, at the Hyatt 
Westlake Plaza in Westlake Village.
 For 27 years the CLA Annual Auction has funded grants that benefit 
academic departments, underwriting the purchase of equipment, technol-
ogy and teaching materials that have directly benefited students.
 “All CLU supporters can help make the auction successful,” said 
Laura Newman, auction chair. “There are a number of ways to contribute 
including donating a gift, sponsoring or purchasing a table, and attending 
the event.”
 For further information about how you can support “Passport to the 
World,” please go to www.callutheran.edu/cla/events or telephone the 
University Relations Office at (805) 493-3151.   

First doctoral degrees conferred

CLU conferred its first Doctor of Education in Educational 
Leadership degrees on 13 candidates at the 2006 Commencement 
exercises in May. Joining them for the afternoon ceremony in Mt. 

Clef Stadium were 300 candidates for master’s degrees. Earlier in the day, 
approximately 530 undergraduates received baccalaureate degrees.
 His Excellency Jan Eliasson, Foreign Minister of the Kingdom of 
Sweden, addressed the morning assembly. In his closing remarks, Eliasson 
reminded the bachelor’s degree graduates, “Without passion, nothing can 

John Dillon of Thousand Oaks was awarded the 2006 Mark 
Van Doren Poetry Prize at the Honors Day Convocation in 
April. Dillon, who is completing his master’s degree in com-

puter science, was selected to receive the $1,000 award by fac-
ulty members of the English Department based on a selection of 
his poems.
 Dillon donated the cash prize to a Heifer International 
fundraising project sponsored by CLU students through the 
Community Service Center. His gift helped CLU raise more than 
$7,000 to fight world hunger and poverty.
 The Mark Van Doren Poetry Prize was first awarded in 1972 
by Dr. Jack Ledbetter, a CLU English professor emeritus. The 
prize became an endowed scholarship through donations of poet 
Mark Van Doren’s sons, John and Charles Van Doren. Recipients 
receive a cash prize and an individual plaque, and their names are 
engraved on a larger plaque that is displayed in the CLU English 
Department.
 Dr. Bruce Stevenson, Chair of the English Department, read 
Dillon’s poem “Battleship” when he presented the award. 

Battleship

Bristling with firepower
The vessel lurks offshore
Threatening 
With long cannons of indifference
The serenity
Of a tropical island

She flies no flag of loyalty
Bears no markings of allegiance
Assumes no noble posture in her presence
But instead merely commands the attention
Of all whom she draws near

I am that coral atoll
Awash in the Pacific’s great expanse
While it is your heart
That aims those great rifles
Towards my unprotected interior

Why have you invaded
My peaceful, sacred waters?
Why must you disturb
The graceful line of unending horizon?

You make no move towards me
But instead draw me out 
Rekindling a long-dormant curiosity
Overwhelming a desperate desire
For fortification and solitude

You laugh as I approach
To explore your steely superstructure
My paddle and outrigger
Dwarfed against your massive hull

Despite awkward intentions
I fail to climb aboard

You taunt me with tacit invitations 
But your decks have been secured 
And your hatches slammed tight

Though we’ve made no contact
I am robbed of my tranquility
Stolen by your noncommittal gaze
Stowed in your vast and lethal holds

Just as I’ve grown accustomed to the shadows
Of your jarring towers off my coastline
You build a head of steam
And sail slowly into the night
Disappearing in the darkness
Like stars behind clouds 

I needed no intruders
To perturb my isolation 
No foreign slabs of steel
To mar my contemplations
But once you arrived
I was loathe to see you go   

Copyright © 2001 John P M Dillon

Techie Garners Top Poetry Prize
Winner donates award to charity

Pomp and Circumstance

Couple Pledges $500,000 Matching 
Gift for Early Childhood Center

Mariclare and Marvin Suomi of Beverly Hills, parents of three 
small children, have pledged a $500,000 gift for the construc-
tion of a new Early Childhood Center on CLU’s north cam-

pus. The new center will replace the “House on the Hill” that has been 
home to the renowned preschool for more than 30 years. 
 Marvin Suomi, a member of CLU’s Board of Regents, is president 
and chief executive officer of KUD International and chairman of KUD 
Limited (UK). Both companies are subsidiaries of Kajima Corp., one of 
the largest construction-related service companies in the world.
 He also serves on the governing/advisory boards of Allegheny 
College, Concordia University (Minn.), Finlandia University, University 
of Hawaii, University of Michigan, the Curtis School, the Aquarium of 
the Pacific and LA’s Best, and is a trustee and Visiting Fellow of The 
Woodrow Wilson National Fellowship Foundation. 
 “The Suomis are outstanding examples of leaders who have 
stepped forward to generously support the continued growth and 
development of the University,” said Stephen Wheatly, Vice President 
for University Advancement. “Their gift will not only make a difference 
for CLU, but it will also benefit generations of young people.”  

happen. Without compassion, the wrong things happen. Do with your 
heart what in the end will be right.”
 Student speaker for the morning ceremony was Alexandra Mallen, 
B.A., of Newbury Park, Calif. 
 Charles Weis, Ventura County Superintendent of Schools, was 
keynote speaker for the afternoon ceremonies. He was joined on the 
podium by students Faith Chakirian, IMBA, of Reseda, Calif., and Susan 
Tandberg, Ed.D., Simi Valley, Calif. 

Honorary doctorates; others recognized

The CLU faculty and Board of Regents conferred the Doctor of Laws 
honoris causa on Swedish diplomat and humanitarian Jan Eliasson, 
CLU Regent and Thousand Oaks businesswoman Joan Young, and 
international businessman John Notter during the undergraduate 
Commencement ceremony.
 Jacob Jensen of Salt Lake City, Utah, received the Dean’s Award 
as Valedictorian of the Class of 2006, and the CLU Alumni Association 
named former CLU president Luther Luedtke and his wife, Carol, as 
honorary alumni.  

CLU’s first Doctors of Education in Educational Leadership His Excellency Jan Eliasson Regent/Businesswoman Joan R. Young

FALL 2006    �

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

International Businessman John Notter
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IN MEMORIAM
The Rev. Henry W. Reenstjerna passed away on May 16, 2006, in 
Sun City, Calif., at the age of 77. He was a longtime friend of CLU and 
served as a convocator for 25 years. He was a parish minister for 41 
years and retired as pastor of Sun City Lutheran Church in 1995. He is 
survived by his wife, Patricia; two daughters, Kristin ’77 and Karin ’79; and 
four grandchildren.

Dr. Deborah Rose Sills passed away on May 10, 2006, at her home in 
Santa Barbara, Calif. She joined the CLU religion faculty in 1990 and con-
tinued to teach until shortly before her death despite a 10-year battle 
with cancer. The colorful associate professor was admired and loved 
by CLU students and colleagues. She is survived by her husband, Giles 
Gunn, son Adam and daughter Abby.   

CLU Choir Releases Two New CDs

The California Lutheran University Choir conducted by 
Wyant Morton is pleased to announce the release of two new 
recordings.
 “Blue Suns, Green Whirlwinds” is a collection of 
contemporary choral music, while “Spirit Movin’” contains 
hymns, spirituals and gospel songs. 
 CDs are $1� plus shipping and may be purchased by 
calling the Music Department at (�0�) ��3-330�. For more 
information, please visit www.callutheran.edu/music.   

Tenure, Promotions
The Board of Regents has granted tenure and promotions to two pro-
fessors and promotions to five others.
 Susan Murphy, Ph.D., School of Business, and Beth Anderson Smith, 
Ph.D., School of Education, were granted tenure and promoted to the 
rank of associate professor.
 Cynthia Jew, Ph.D., School of Education, was promoted to the 
rank of full professor. Marylie Gerson, Ph.D., Psychology; Carol Coman, 
Business Administration; Thomas McCambridge, Ph.D., School of 
Education; and Randall Donohue, Ph.D., School of Business, were pro-
moted to associate professor. 

Three Longtime Professors Retire
Three professors with a cumulative tenure of 90 years at CLU retired 
in May and were named to the emeriti faculty. 
 Michael Wiley, Ph.D., joined the chemistry faculty in 1968 and 
taught organic chemistry, quantitative analysis and instrumental meth-
ods of analysis. He has held research positions at the University of 
Liverpool, England, and taught organic chemistry at Capital University 
in Columbus, Ohio.
  Michael Doyle, a former police officer and Vietnam veteran, came 
to CLU in 1976 and served as an associate professor in the Criminal 
Justice Depar tment. He also was director of Graduate and Adult 
Programs and the Adult Degree Evening Program from 1991-2004.

 C. Douglas Saddler, Ph.D., has been a member of the Psychology 
Department since 1982. A licensed psychologist with a private practice, 
he is author of numerous articles on the topics of personality factors in 
academic achievement and performance. 

Historically Speaking
Michaela Reaves, Ph.D., an associate professor of history, was rec-
ognized with the 2006 Professor of the Year Award. A 1979 alumna 
of CLU, Reaves joined the faculty in 1987 after receiving her Ph.D. 
from the University of California, Santa Barbara. Reaves specializes in 
American history, focusing much of her work on the colonial and Civil 
War eras, as well as on the history of women. She also works exten-
sively with her students on oral history projects focusing on the World 
War II, Korean War and Vietnam War eras. 

Economics Equals Excellence
Jamshid Damooei, Ph.D., a professor of economics in the School of 
Business, received the 2006 President’s Excellence in Teaching Award.  
 Damooei teaches courses focused on economic research and 
international economics at the undergraduate level and in the MBA 
program. He is involved in numerous regional economics studies and 
oversees much of the work done through the Center for Economic 
Research and the Center for Leadership and Values. 
 The award, first presented in 1995, was created by former CLU 
President Luther Luedtke to recognize teachers who are held in high 
esteem by their peers, students and the university community.  

Music Is in the Air Faculty FocusMaking Music Not War in Iraq
CLU music students donate instruments to Iraqi band

For most people, the mention of Iraq conjures up thoughts of war 
and destruction. But, for a group of CLU musicians and their con-
ductor, the mention of Iraq brings to mind a band without instru-

ments or music to play.
 Last April Kevin Kumpf, a non-commissioned officer stationed 
north of Baghdad with the U.S Army Corps of Engineers, sent an e-mail 
to band programs throughout the United States asking for assistance in 
collecting musical instruments for members of the Iraqi National Band. 
Since music was not a priority under the Saddam Hussein regime, the 
band had to go without many of the basics that enable a band to play.
 The e-mail that reached CLU music professor and conductor Dan 
Geeting, D.M.A., asked for things like old music, uniforms or instru-
ments. “They have the bare essentials and any ‘old stuff ’ would be like 
new to them,” wrote Kumpf. What little the band had before the war, 
they had subsequently lost during battles in the area. 
 Dr. Geeting, a clarinet player who, like other avid musicians, under-
stood what it would be like to not have instruments to express musical 
creativity, forwarded Kumpf ’s e-mail plea to colleagues and students 
asking for their assistance. He quickly collected trumpets, clarinets, a 
French horn, a trombone, percussion equipment and musical arrange-
ments to send to the Iraqi band. 
 “The outpouring of generosity from our students and community 
band members has been very gratifying,” said Geeting. “It shows that 
music really is a universal language.”  

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

CLU Choir Tour
D E C E M B E R  2 0 0 6

Friday, Dec. 15, 8 p.m.
Trinity Lutheran Church
Manhattan Beach, Calif.

Saturday, Dec. 16, 7 p.m.
Hope Lutheran Church

Palm Desert, Calif.

Sunday, Dec. 17, 7 p.m.
Prince of Peace Lutheran Church

Phoenix, Ariz.

Monday, Dec. 18, 7:30 p.m.
Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church

Tucson, Ariz.

Tuesday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m.
Bethlehem Lutheran Church

Encinitas, Calif.

For more information, please contact the CLU Music Department 
at (805) 493-3305 or visit www.callutheran.edu/choirtour.

www.callutheran.edu/choirtour

Along with a new president and new provost, 17 new faculty mem-
bers started the fall semester on Aug. 30.

Pictured front, L to R: Diana Stephens, M.A. (University of 
Redlands), Instructor, Education; Halyna Kornuta, Ed.D. (University 
of San Diego), Assistant Professor, Education; Samuel Thomas, Ph.D. 
(University of Notre Dame), Instructor, Religion; Kapp Johnson, J.D. 
(University of La Verne College of Law), Senior Lecturer, Business; 
Darylene Williams, M.S. (California Lutheran University), M.A. (Azusa 
Pacific University, Pasadena Nazarene College), Senior Lecturer, 
Education.

Back, L to R: Nanine Van Draanen, Ph.D. (University of California, 
Berkeley), Associate Professor, Chemistry; Janet Scheel, M.S./M.A. 
(Cornell University), Instructor, Physics; Christine Sellin, Ph.D. (University 
of California, Los Angeles), Assistant Professor, Art; Akiko Yasuike, Ph.D. 
(University of Southern California), Assistant Professor, Sociology; 
Dennis Sheridan, Ph.D. (University of California, Los Angeles), Professor, 
Education; Michael Cosenza, M.A. (California Lutheran University), 
Senior Lecturer, Education; Paul Witman, M.S. (Claremont Graduate 
School), Instructor, Business.

Not pictured: Gina Amenta-Shin, Ed.D. (Pepperdine University), 
Instructor, Education; Christopher Christian, Ph.D. (University of 
Massachusetts), Assistant Professor, Graduate Psychology/Director of 
Community Counseling Services; Robert Fraisse, Ph.D. (University of 
California, Santa Barbara), Senior Lecturer/Distinguished Educator in 

Residence, Education; Christine Pye, M.A. (Baylor University), Senior 
Lecturer, Business; Kavin Tsang, Ph.D. (Penn State University), Assistant 
Professor, Exercise Science and Sports Medicine.  

New Faculty Join CLU Ranks
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All-America at NCAA 
Championships

Karlo Arapovic, Tennis
 (First round win, Men’s Singles)
Heather Worden, Track & Field
 (Seventh place finish, 1500m)

All-America Second Team
Prudence Kjontvedt, Softball 

(NFCA) 
Nicole Pecel, Women’s Water 

Polo (AWCP)

All-America Honorable 
Mention

Lauren Stroot, Women’s 
Basketball (WBCA)

All-America Scholar-
Athletes

Christian Colunga, Golf
Peder Nyhus, Golf

All-West Region Player of 
the Year

Lauren Stroot, Women’s 
Basketball

All-West Region First Team
Prudence Kjontvedt, Softball 

(NFCA)

All-West Region Third 
Team

Caitlin Bailey, Softball (NFCA)

SCIAC Player of the Year
Lauren Stroot, Women’s 

Basketball

SCIAC Champions Track & 
Field

Adrian Cruz, Javelin Toss
Heather Worden, 1500m Run

SCIAC Champion 
Swimming & Diving

Jennifer Rios, 100m and 200m 
Breaststroke

All-SCIAC First Team
Karlo Arapovic, Men’s Tennis
Caitlin Bailey, Softball
Tyler Carr, Baseball
Christian Colunga, Golf
Chrisitan Hariot, Baseball

Alan Johnson, Golf
Prudence Kjontvedt, Softball
Alex Mallen, Women’s Basketball

All-SCIAC Second Team
Justin Bogoyevac, Baseball
Tyler Doyle, Golf
Lee Ellis, Baseball
Sergei Lepiashinski, Men’s 

Basketball
Nicole Pecel, Women’s Water 

Polo
Tiffiny Shim, Women’s Basketball
Briana Smalling, Women’s Tennis

All-SCIAC Honorable 
Mention

Katie Windsor, Women’s Water 
Polo

All-SCIAC Track & Field
(Top six finish at SCIAC 

Championships)
Casey Anderson 
Brandon Barker 
Jordan Bebber 

Collin Boswell 
Brett Cornejo 
Ashley Fleming
Denise French 
Grady Guy
Kyle Hansen 
Marshall Johnson 
Scott Jones 
Louis Montano 
Jared Nelson 
Brady Wright 
 Jessica Schroeder

SCIAC Scholar-Athlete
Monica Schallert, Softball

CLU Scholar-Athletes
John McAndrew, Swimming/

Diving
Monica Schallert, Softball

CLU Athletes of the Year
Chrisitan Hariot, Baseball
Lauren Stroot, Women’s 

Basketball

Post-Season Recognition

SP
O

RT
SN

EW
S Spectators will watch in comfort 

next spring as the CLU baseball 
team takes the field, thanks to the 
generosity of CLU alumni Corky ’76 
and Steve ’77 Ullman. 
 Although Corky (George Jr.) 
and Steve played football and wres-
tled, respectively, when they were 
students at CLU, their latest dona-
tion benefits the baseball program 
at their alma mater. The brothers donated $1.5 million to build the 
stadium around the new George “Sparky” Anderson Baseball Field 
on CLU’s growing athletics complex. The 308-seat Ullman Stadium is 
scheduled for completion in time for the 2007 season.

 The Ullmans have been long-time sup-
porters of the CLU baseball program, having 
grown up with CLU baseball coach Mar ty 
Slimak. 
 “We feel very strongly about the impor-
tance of the new athletics complex at CLU,” 
says Steve who participated in the inaugural 
events at the field earlier this year. “Having new, 
first-class facilities allows CLU to excel not only 
academically but athletically as well.” 

 The brothers own and manage Grant Parking Inc., a diversified 
portfolio of business enterprises including Ullman Bros. Land and Cattle 
Company and Ullman Partners LLC. Corky serves as a member of the 
CLU Board of Regents.  

Season at a Glance    Conference
Regals Overall SCIAC Standing
Basketball: 19-7 12-2 First
Softball 16-18 11-13 Fourth
Swimming/Diving -- -- Fifth
Tennis 8-12 4-6 Fifth
Track/Field -- -- Fifth
Water Polo 11-17 4-3 Sixth

   Conference
Kingsmen Overall SCIAC Standing
Golf -- -- Third
Tennis 11-11 8-4 Third
Baseball 20-19-1 9-9 Fourth
Basketball:  10-15  6-8 Fifth
Track/Field -- -- Fifth

For up-to-date Regals and Kingsmen news and scores, please visit www.clusports.com

RECORDS AND HONORS Take Me Out to the Ballgame
SPORTS NEWS

New	SID	Joins	Team

Tr a c y  M a p l e  h a s 
joined the CLU team 

as  Spor ts  In format ion 
Director. She comes to her 
new position from Whittier 
College, where she served 
as S ID over seeing the 
repor ting and media rela-
tions for 21 athletic teams 
in the Southern California 
Intercol leg iate Athlet ic 
Conference. 
 Maple received her bachelor’s degree in kinesiol-
ogy with a concentration in sports management from 
Whittier College where she also received her Master of 
Arts and Education this past spring.
 An avid athlete who participated in softball, gym-
nastics and diving in her native Massachusetts and in div-
ing at Whittier College, Maple is well versed in covering 
all sports. She has experience in writing, media relations, 
sports promotions, statistics, Web development and pho-
tography.  

Senior Jennifer Rios 
(pictured above) claimed 
All-SCIAC honors in 
the 100-meter and 200-
meter breaststroke. As a 
team, the Regals finished 
in the top three in the 
200-meter and 800-meter 
freestyle relays as well as 
in the 200-meter and 400-
meter medley relays.

Senior Peder Nyhus 
(Golf) capped off his 
CLU career by set-
ting the all-time low 
stroke average over 
a four-year career at 
77.6. He and teammate 
junior Christian Colunga 
received All-America 
Scholar Awards from the 
Golf Coaches Association 

of America after achiev-
ing a GPA of 3.2 or bet-
ter and a stroke average 
under 79.

Senior Karlo Arapovic 
(Tennis) became an 
NCAA Singles All-
American with a first 
round win in the NCAA 
Championships in 
Fredericksburg, Va.

Senior Heather 
Worden (Track & 
Field) broke a 27-year-
old school record by one 
second with a time of 
2:16.22 in the 800-meter 
race at the Claremont 
Invitational on May 6. 
Cathy (Fulkerson ’82) 
Waltrip set the previous 
record in 1979. 

Mallen	NCAA	Woman	of	
the	Year	Candidate

Regals basketball standout 
Alexandra Mallen ‘06 was 

chosen SCIAC nominee for 
the 2006 NCAA Woman of 
the Year Award. The Newbury 
Park, Calif., resident graduated 
with a cumulative 3.88 GPA 
and depar tmental honors as 
a double major in marketing 
communication and psychology. 
 During her four years at 
CLU, the Presidential Scholar was a Resident Assistant 
and a member of ASCLU, Student Ambassadors Circle, 
Scholar Athlete Society and Omicron Delta Kappa. She 
served as director of the Student Athlete Advisory 
Committee and volunteered internationally as par t of 
an Orphanage Outreach Service trip to the Dominican 
Republic. 
 On the basketball cour t, Mallen helped lead the 
Regals from a 4-21 record her freshman season to back-
to-back SCIAC championships her junior and senior years. 
She was named to the First Team All-SCIAC as a senior.
 The award recipients will be announced at the end 
of October in Indianapolis.  
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Thailand/India

For Karis Rower ’05 of Temecula, 
Calif., choosing to study abroad 

was a given. As a sociology major, 
“nothing made more sense than get-
ting out into the field,” she recalls. 
“Textbooks can only teach one so 
much.”
 Her first overseas adventure was 
a one-month study tour to Thailand in winter 2003. Intrigued with 
the learning experience, she signed up for a three-month program 
with the International Partnership for Service Learning in Kolkata, 
India, which combines academic coursework with volunteer oppor-
tunities. 
 Living with a Bengali family, Rower studied history, religion, lit-

erature and political science 
and fulfilled a service com-
ponent by working with 
street children at a rooftop 
school, with girls from red 
light districts and babies in 
an orphanage.
 “I learned this lesson 
again and again during my 
study abroad experiences: 
People are the same, every-
where, all the time,” the 
alumna observes.
 Faced with ser ious 

problems at her places of service – abandonment, poverty, abuse, 
corruption and the sex trade, Rower felt she was able to contrib-
ute and found comfort in knowing that people were working to 
resolve these issues.
 “Every nongovernmental organization (NGO) I spent time 
with was created and run by women who were making scarce 
resources do incredible things as they devoted their lives to issues 
of social justice and bettering their own societies,” explains Rower.

 Now living in Portland, Ore., Rower is working full time at a 
naturopathic clinic and preparing to attend naturopathic medical 
school. The 21-year-old had not considered this career path before 
traveling in Asia.
 “I have no doubt that my current goals were shaped by my 
time in India, where I witnessed and experienced a deep respect 
for and knowledge of the earth and its healing properties,” she says.

Semester at Sea Program

Wes Sullivan ’07 says his parents were the impetus for his 
enrolling in the Semester at Sea program. Both had par-

ticipated in the program as 
college students and told 
him stor ies about their 
experiences while he was 
growing up.
 “I knew what an amaz-
ing, life changing experi-
ence it had been for them, 
and I really wanted to go 
and exper ience that on 
my own,” says the Boulder, 
Colo., resident.
 Sull ivan, 21, had his 
chance in the spr ing of 
2005 during his sophomore year at CLU. The voyage took him to 
British Columbia, Hawaii, China, Hong Kong, Vietnam, Cambodia, 
India, Kenya, South Africa, Brazil, Venezuela and Florida.
 He made it around the world on a 26,000-mile adventure in 
100 days, “The world is much smaller than I thought,” he relates. His 
experiences have drastically changed his outlook and his life goals.
 “I want to strive to be a global citizen and act when I have the 
chance to help out my brothers and sisters in other countries. We 
are all humans inhabiting one small planet,” he explains.
 Evidence of this change is documented in Sullivan’s journal, 
wh ich he posted 
online throughout his 
journey: 
 “ I  a m  n o w 
back home, and the 
strangest thing is… 
it feels like a foreign 
country. It is not the 
same place that I left 
four months ago to 
go on my adventure 
around the world. I 
see things differently, 
and . . . realize that 
the centrism that we 

They had thought the world was 
a huge place and that people 
everywhere were significantly 
different.
 But a f ter par t ic ipat ing in 
the University’s Study Abroad 
Program, four CLU past and 
present students found just 
the opposite to be true. Their 
motivation for seeking foreign 
study differed, yet their findings 
a t  the conc lus ion o f  the i r 
experiences were essentially the 
same: the world is a small place 
and people ever ywhere share 
similar aspirations and goals.
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A Small World
  After All

For CLU students, studying abroad narrows world, broadens perspective

By Carol Keochekian ’81
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Wes Sullivan ’07
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walk out of school and see what the professors were talking about 
put the whole academic experience on a different level for me,” he 
says.
 Toland is a bit of a Renaissance man himself. After graduating in 
May with degrees in international studies and art, he is now com-
pleting coursework toward a bachelor’s in bioengineering. 
 The Newbury Park resident was entranced by Italy and the 
Italians and found their way of life very different from Americans. 
“In Italy they value people and life a lot more,” he notes. He was 
also impressed with the warm welcome he received from strangers 
there but adds, “It probably helped that I spoke Italian and that I’m 
from California, which seems to be a dream destination of every-
one else in the world.” 
 But, the CLU student wanted to leave California. “At 
a cer tain point you get to a comfor table place where you 
like to live – where you have friends,” he recalls. “Therefore, 
I pushed myself to be in situations where I was uncomfortable.” 

 Living and studying abroad has changed Toland and being in 
new, unfamiliar surroundings has enhanced his ability as a photogra-
pher – his preferred art form.
 “It changed what caught my eye. It changed the subjects and 
qualities of my photos and pushed me to another level,” he says.
 Toland’s desire to see more of the world led him to join a 
spring study trip to Turkey and Greece in 2005. With other CLU 
students and faculty members, he viewed the world of antiquities 
and gleaned the history of those ancient cultural regions. 
 The lure of foreign lands and new experiences has snared Toland 
who plans to move back to Florence “to live, to work, to make art, 
and to embrace what other parts of the world have to offer.”   

Students who study abroad often return 

more self-confident and self-reliant. They 

gain a better understanding of the world 

and, in many instances, become more 

proficient in a foreign language.  

 These are just a few of the reasons 

why the U.S. Senate passed Resolution 

30� declaring 2006 the “Year of Study 

Abroad.” The resolution cites the many 

benefits of study abroad and why it is 

crucial for Americans to have the experi-

ence. It encourages universities to “pro-

mote and expand study abroad opportu-

nities.”  

 To support this resolution, the 

federally appointed Commission on 

the Abraham Lincoln Study Abroad 

Fellowship Program has been formed 

with the goal of having at least a mil-

lion U.S. students studying abroad by 

the year 2010. The Commission has been 

authorized to fund scholarships, grants 

and initiatives.

  In recognition of the importance 

of study abroad, this past year CLU 

expanded its Study Abroad Center mov-

ing it from a shared space in E Building 

to a full-service office in the heart of the 

campus. CLU programs to Guanajuato, 

Mexico, and Iringa, Tanzania, have recent-

ly been added, and programs to new des-

tinations including Australia and India 

are currently being developed. CLU 

faculty and staff hope to have as many 

as 100 students studying abroad in the 

coming academic year.

 For more information on U.S. 

Senate Resolution 30�, the Lincoln 

Commission or CLU’s study abroad 

opportunities, please visit www.callu-

theran.edu/studyabroad.

have mistakenly been taught about the United States isn’t true. I 
have been the minority and felt for the first time in my life what it 
was like to stick out and not belong. I have been around the world, 
and life will never again be the same.”
 Prior to his study abroad experience, Sullivan, a communica-
tion major planned to return to Colorado following completion 
of college. Now, he has a strong desire to enter a career with an 
international component.
 “I want to see more and learn from different cultures, and 
more importantly give back to the very people who helped me 
realize who I am and what I want in life.”

Australia/Belgium/Costa Rica

From her first year at CLU, Kelly Tiller ’06 
was a valued member of the Regals bas-

ketball team.  When a major injury threat-
ened her ability to play in the upcoming sea-
son, she was devastated.
 “I had to make a change and look for 
something outside of athletics,” Tiller says. 
“Therefore, I decided that studying abroad 
for a semester in Australia might open my 
eyes and mind to something new.”
 Once she overcame the waves of doubt and homesick-
ness, Tiller settled into her new life as an international student at 
Southern Cross University in Lismore. She took a variety of courses 
ranging from Aboriginal art to Peace, War, and International Studies, 
and was stimulated by hearing and responding to the opinions of 
students from around the world. Tiller returned to CLU a much 
more serious student and cultivated her new academic interests by 
majoring in both political science and international studies.
 The 21-year-old’s love of international travel has continued to 
flourish. Last summer Tiller had an internship at the U.S. Mission to 
the European Union in Brussels, Belgium. She then spent less than 
48 hours back home in Phoenix, Ariz., before catching a plane to 

Costa Rica where she improved her Spanish proficiency by living 
with a host family and taking classes with the Intercultural Language 
Institute and Immersion Program.
 Throughout her study program, Tiller found that learning 
to absorb her surroundings and the stories of local people truly 
changed the way she approaches life and her purpose in life.
 “I also learned that the world is actually becoming smaller 
and smaller, and despite the obvious differences between those 
I met in my travels such as language, religion, race, culture and 
appearance, I found that I had much more in common with peo-
ple than I ever predicted.”
 This fall, Tiller will begin graduate school at American University 
in Washington, D.C., studying international politics with an emphasis 
in human rights. After completion of her master’s degree, she hopes 
to work internationally for the State Department or an NGO. Her 
ultimate dream is to open an orphanage or community center 
somewhere in Central America.
 Tiller realizes that her experiences have not only changed her 
goals but also created goals that she never imagined. “Studying 
abroad has given my life [the] purpose, compassion and direction 
that I was looking for in a college experience, and Cal Lutheran 
provided exactly what I needed.”

Italy/Turkey/Greece

In 2005 Grant Toland ’06 packed up his paint-
brushes and camera and headed across the 

Atlantic for a semester of study at Studio Art 
Centers International (SACI) in Florence, Italy.
 SACI is housed in the Palazzo, the remod-
eled 17th century residence of mathematician 
Vicenzo Viviani. A pupil of the astronomer and 
scientist Galileo Galilei, Viviani dedicated his 
home to his esteemed teacher.
 Learning in the shadow of Florence’s two great sons, Galileo 
and Michelangelo, Toland, 22, studied fresco painting as well as 
courses in the humani-
ties. “SACI is convinced 
t h a t  u n d e r t a k i n g 
courses in both areas 
is essential in the for-
mation of the ar tist,” 
he explains.
 To l a n d  f o u n d 
attending classes in the 
city that was center of 
the Renaissance move-
ment very inspiring.
 “Be ing able to 
leave class and just 

2006: The Year to Study Abroad
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Lisa Loberg ’98 contributed to this story. She is Director of Study Abroad 

and a senior lecturer in the French Department. Before working at Boston 

College Center for International Studies and The American University of 

Paris, Loberg was an exchange student in Australia and studied in France.

Kelly Tiller ’06

Grant Toland ’06
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From CLU to Front Pew

By Meghan (Johnston ’01) Aelabouni

Sometimes the meaning behind the 
question is geographical: “How did 
you end up in the Midwest after living 
in Southern California?” (When this 
question is asked of me in January 
as I’m unear thing my car from a 
snowdrift, it’s usually followed by a 
shake of the head: “and WHY?”)
 More often, however, it ’s a 
vocational question: How did I end 
up at a Lutheran seminar y—the 
Lutheran School of Theology at 
Chicago—studying for a Master of 
Divinity degree, in order to become a 
Lutheran pastor?
 And, since I’m only one of many 
CLU graduates who have taken this 
path, what is it about CLU that has 
led us to Lutheran seminaries, to 
become pastors, teachers, music 
ministers, and church leaders of 
various kinds?
 CLU Magazine offered me the 
opportunity to ask this question of 
myself, and of several other Lutheran seminarians who are CLU 
alumni. Each of our stories is unique; yet all of us can honestly say 
that CLU played an integral role in our decision-making process.
 To put it a different way: In our church, we’re often asked how 
God has called us into ministry. For many of us, CLU was a place 
where God’s call was active in our lives—even if we only perceive 
it now, looking back on our time there.
 Take me, for example; my decision to go to seminary didn’t 
shock most people who knew me at CLU. I was a double major 
in religion and English. I was a member of the Lord of Life Student 
Congregation, where I helped lead worship and even preached 
a few sermons in Samuelson Chapel. I was a proud (and slightly 
fanatic) member of the CLU Choir. (Churches have choirs, and 
pastors have to sing.)
 I even became a freshman R.A. one year, hoping to be 
a mentor for younger students, not too unlike a pastor. This 
(mentoring) actually even happened sometimes, when I wasn’t busy 
saying, “Nice try, but that is NOT apple juice in your cup.”

 So it may come as a surprise to 
know that I spent most of college not 
planning to attend seminary. In fact, 
I wasn’t sure what I wanted to do. I 
joked that I was waiting for an e-mail 
that said: “Meghan, here’s what I want 
you to do in life. Sincerely, God.” 
 In retrospect, I think I was getting 
that message from God—just not in 
the places I was looking. God called 
me into ministry in a classroom in 
the Soiland Humanities Center on 
a Tuesday afternoon, when a new 
way of looking at the Bible opened 
up wor lds of possibil ity for my 
understanding and faith.
 Or maybe it was one of those 
many conversations in the Caf, or at 
Denny’s, that felt more important and 
life changing than sleeping or doing 
homework. Then again, it might have 
been in the chapel—where Pastor 
Reg Schultz-Akerson from Church 
Relations told me that deciding 

to become a pastor sometimes happens as you consider all the 
downsides and then say, “Nevertheless…”
 In truth, I made the decision to attend seminary in a hundred 
different ways, in a hundred different places on campus—but always 
through the Cal Lutheran friends, faculty and staff who surrounded 
me and encouraged me to follow God’s call. When I visited my 
seminary for the first time, I experienced a “déjà vu” sense of being 
drawn into the community, as though I already belonged there. That 
feeling may be as familiar to some of you as it was to me: it was the 
same way I felt on my first visit to CLU. 
 Now, as I complete my seminary study with an internship at 
Ashburn Lutheran Church and School, a Lutheran faith community 
on Chicago’s south side, I confess that I’ve discarded most of my 
CLU-wear and have forgotten most of the words to the Alma 
Mater. But I am still a CLU graduate: shaped by my education and 
relationships, partial to the season of Lent because it’s purple, and 
proud to join the ranks of CLU grads in the church.

“Deciding to 
become a pastor 

sometimes happens 
as you consider 

all the downsides 
and then say, 

‘Nevertheless…’”

How did I get here?
I’ve been asked this question a lot in the five 
years since my graduation from CLU, when 
I headed off to Chicago with my bachelor’s 
diploma in hand and a lifetime’s worth of Cal 
Lutheran T-shirts packed in my suitcase.
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The real value of CLU 
was that I could doubt 
and question and still be 
welcome . . .
Though active in campus 
ministr y and the son of a 
Lutheran pastor, Dan Roschke 
says  a t tend ing  seminar y 
“never crossed my mind on 
a conscious level in college.” 
In fact, he planned to attend 
medical school until the year 
after graduation from CLU 
when he star ted to feel he 
was going down the wrong 
path.
 Roschke quit  medica l 
school preparations and began 
working as a youth director at 

nearby Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Thousand Oaks. When he 
started considering seminary, it felt like “a strange homecoming…
everything about it fit.”
 In Chicago, Roschke found connections between his CLU 
experiences and seminary. Biology studies, his work at CLU’s 
Women’s Resource Center, and his relationship with adult 
mentors Byron and Kathryn Swanson “raised my consciousness 
about women’s, GLBT [gay, lesbian, bisexual, transgender] and 
environmental issues.”  These things “planted a seed” that carried 
over into Roschke’s seminary work, and he graduated with an 
emphasis in environmental ethics.
  Roschke also credits former campus pastor Mark Knutson, 
who encouraged him to get involved in Lord of Life’s Global Peace 
and Justice Committee, and biology professor David Marcey, whose 
challenging conversations helped him to “claim” a theology that fit 
his Christian identity: “faith seeking understanding.”
 The real value of CLU, Roschke says, was that “I could doubt 
and question and still be welcome, part of the fellowship at the 
table.” It’s a mindset Roschke, who is now Pastor of Emerging 
Generations at Messiah Lutheran Church in Yorba Linda, Calif., is 
hoping to carry over into his own ministry.

Working with campus pastors got her thinking of seminary 
in the first place . . .
During her senior year, Bekkah Hildebrand seriously considered 
becoming an ordained pastor. A member of the Lord of Life 

congregation, she worked with 
campus pastors Scott and Melissa 
Maxwell-Doherty as the director 
of the Worship Team—something 
that Hildebrand says got her 
thinking of seminary in the first 
place. Moreover, church had always 
been a second home to her and a 
church vocation felt natural.

  Ordained ministry didn’t feel 
as natural, so Hildebrand waited, 
working as a church music director 
in San Diego—something her 
experience in choir and in music 
ministry at CLU helped her to do. 
There, things started to “click into 
place,” and she realized she was 
more called to music ministry.
 While visiting [then] fiancé, 
Brian Weinberger ’04, at Trinity 
Lutheran Seminary, Hildebrand 

discovered the master’s program in church music, and a year later, 
in the fall of 2005, she moved to Columbus, Ohio, to begin the 
program.
 Currently, she is teaching private piano and voice lessons and 
helping with the music program at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in 

Massillon, Ohio. She will resume her 
studies at Trinity Lutheran Seminary 
in fall 2007 and hopes to work in 
church music after completing her 
degree. Hildebrand is thankful to 
have discerned her true vocation—
after all, “It’s easy to go to work 
when you like it,” she says.

Lord of Life Council was a 
good learning experience . . .
Brian Weinberger began college at 
CLU already planning to enter the 
ministry, a decision he made as a 
high school senior. Still, Weinberger 
found that his time at CLU helped 
to affirm and shape him in his path.
 As a four-year member of 
the Lord of Life Church Council, 

Dan Roschke ’00
CLU: B.S., Biology
Lutheran School of Theology at 
Chicago: M.Div. with an environ-
mental emphasis, May 2006

including a year as council president, Weinberger learned how to 
lead meetings, to get people to contribute and to work together—
something this future pastor with a self-described “quiet demeanor” 
found to be a good learning experience. Spending his senior year as 
co-leader of the Wednesday Common Ground service on campus 
taught him “a lot about planning worship, laying out a format and a 
timeline.”
 Beyond his CLU activities, Weinberger considers campus 
pastors Scott and Melissa [Maxwell-Doherty] as a major influence: 
“They were always encouraging. The abundance of caring they 
provided modeled for me what I would like to do in ministry.”
 Weinberger is serving a year of internship at St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church in Massillon, Ohio, and will return to Trinity Lutheran 
Seminary next fall.

I really grabbed hold of my 
Lutheran identity and grasped 
it for myself . . .
“Where do I really feel called 
and where can I best ser ve 
God?” This has been a guiding 
question for Erik Gravrock, who 
began seminary two years after 
graduating from CLU. 
 Although his religion classes 
“lit the spark” for seminary, college 
was more of a “figuring out time” 
for Gravrock, as this pastor’s son 
explored his own identity and 
faith connection. For that reason, 
he is thankful for what he sees as 
CLU’s “open” approach to faith 
involvement.
 “CLU offered so much, but it 
wasn’t forced,” Gravrock explains, 

so that he was able to “plug in” where he felt drawn in—including 
playing guitar for Lord of Life’s Common Ground, as well as helping 
to plan and organize independent “Jesus Loves Me” retreats for 
fellow students.
 After graduation, Gravrock recognized his passion for the 
church and for theology while working as a youth director at a local 
ELCA congregation—where youth members’ questions challenged 
him to learn more. “I really grabbed hold of my Lutheran identity 
and grasped it for myself,” he says, and the experience led him to 
consider seminary.

 Now in the final year of a three-year program at Luther 
Seminary, Gravrock plans to pursue a Ph.D. and hopes one day to 
teach so that he can “plant the seed” for others the way his CLU 
classes did for him.

I was forced to think critically 
about faith and what our faith 
is as Christians . . .
Kristopher Madsen remembers 
feeling called to ministr y since 
second grade, when he would 
accompany his soloist father to 
rehearsals in congregations and 
pass the time “playing church” and 
giving imaginary sermons in the 
pews.
 Madsen’s relationship with CLU 
also began early when, in junior 
high, he attended an Invitation to 
Service event held on campus. 
Once he returned as a student, 
Madsen was affirmed in his call 
to ministry by pastors Scott and 
Melissa [Maxwell-Doherty] and his 

adviser, Dr. Joseph Everson, among others. He jokes that taking the 
religion capstone class and Dr. Jarvis Streeter’s theology class during 
the same semester “could possibly have driven me from ministry,” 
but he recognizes that his classes helped prepare him for seminary.
 “I was forced to think critically about faith and what our faith is 
as Christians,” he says, and though some viewpoints were challenged 
and even broken down, he had the “opportunity to build up faith 
again on a fresh foundation.” His involvement with the CLU Choir 
and Lord of Life Church Council, as well as the forging of lasting 
friendships also encouraged him.
 Madsen, who completed the summer chaplaincy program in 
clinical pastoral education at Lutheran Hospital in Fort Wayne, Ind., 
is looking forward to his parish internship and, in a few years, the 
long-awaited realization of his call to ordained ministry.  

Bekkah Hildebrand ’03 
Weinberger
CLU: B.S., Psychology; minor in 
Religion (Youth Ministry)
Trinity Lutheran Seminary, 
Columbus, Ohio: pursuing M.A. 
in Church Music

Brian Weinberger ’0�
CLU: B.A., History and Religion
Trinity Lutheran Seminary, 
Columbus, Ohio: pursuing 
M.Div., plans to seek ordination 
into parish ministry

Erik Gravrock ’02
CLU: B.A., Communication; minor 
in Religion
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn.: 
pursuing M.A. with concentrations 
in church history and systematic 
theology

Kristopher Madsen ’0�
CLU: B.A., Religion
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, Minn.: 
pursuing M.Div., plans to seek 
ordination into parish ministry

“At CLU I could doubt and question and still be welcome, part of the fellowship at the table.”
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By Jannette Jauregui ’03

Unable to recognize his son, the man entered the prison with the 
American soldiers and was approached by a 16-year-old boy who 
called him father.
 “At that moment I thought to myself, if we do nothing else 
good here, this one act was worth all of our efforts,” recalls Armes.
 For the last 14 years, Armes has served both stateside and 
more recently on the front lines in Iraq. More than 100 Marines in 
his unit have become casualties of the war. 
 “My experiences are about as personal as you can get,” he notes. 

Serving in Iraq
Mark Glesne ’04 enlisted 
in the Marine Corps after 
graduating from CLU. He 
was assigned to the 3rd 
ANGLICO (Air Naval Gunfire 
Liaison Company) Unit as a 
Fire Support Man. 
 “After speaking to the 
Marines, I didn’t need to look 
any further. They offered me everything I was looking for in a branch 
of military service – nothing but the chance to fight for my country,” 
recalls Glesne.

 When the option to volunteer for deployment to Iraq became 
available, Glesne accepted as part of a detachment group assigned 
to serve as reinforcements for the 1st ANGLICO Unit.
 During a seven-month deployment, Glesne and his unit logged 
more than 100 combat missions, including an assignment with an 
Iraqi army brigade outside of Fallujah.
 “Living among, interacting with, helping train and executing 
missions with Iraqi soldiers is an aspect of this war I didn’t expect to 
experience,” Glesne says. “Thousands of military personnel serve in 
Iraq and never leave the base that they were stationed to guard. My 
team had the rare opportunity to live in a small Iraqi Army outpost, 
embedded with, and fighting alongside, Iraqi military personnel. For 
that I am grateful.”

Vietnam and the Gulf War
Thomas Farmer ’74 was drafted into the U.S. Army as a Pathfinder 
on June 20, 1968. He was 21 years old and considered an “old guy” 
since a majority of the draftees were 18 or 19.
 Farmer was sent to Fort Bliss, Texas, for Basic Combat Training 
and then overseas to serve on the front lines in Vietnam as part of 
the 11th Armored Calvary Regiment, nicknamed “Blackhorse.”
 “A lot of memories have faded, some good and some not so 
good,” Farmer says of his time in Vietnam. “I served with very good 
men and had excellent leaders.”

A 
man approached Steve Armes 
’92 on a street near Baghdad in 
war-torn Iraq. Unable to speak, 
the man wrote everything down 
on a piece of paper. A Marine on 

duty with Armes translated what the man was 
writing. “His story is among the most powerful I 
have ever heard,” says Armes.
 In 1998 the man on the street refused to 
become a member of Saddam Hussein’s 
army. As a punishment, Hussein ordered 
that the man’s wife and daughter be raped in 
his presence, his 8-year-old son taken and 
imprisoned, and his tongue cut out so that he 
could never speak of the experience.
 Eight years later, with American soldiers 
serving to protect such citizens, the man was 
pleading to have his son freed from the prison. 

CLU ALUMNI SERVE TO PROTECT THEIR COUNTRY
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 After returning home from Vietnam, Farmer enrolled at CLU. 
“Being at Cal Lutheran was the best place a guy like me could 
have ever hoped to be after getting out of Vietnam,” he recalls. “It 
allowed me to reenter the world and reestablish myself from being 

Sergeant Farmer to just 
Tom Farmer.”
  While at CLU, Farmer 
volunteered as a member 
of the Peace Corps and 
spent a year teaching in 
Ethiopia before returning 
to complete his degree.
 H e  c o n t i n u e d 
his ser vice as a non-
commissioned officer in 

the Army until the Gulf War. As a Chemical Officer in a reservist 
unit in 1991, he was in charge of preparing his unit for chemical 
warfare.
 When the war ended, Farmer was sent to Turkey to assist in 
Operation Provide Comfort alongside the Kurds who were under 
attack by the Iraqi Republican Guard. He was assigned to assist in 
the refugee camps, providing food and shelter for the soldiers and 
citizens who had little left after the attacks. 

A new beginning in an uncertain war
While preparing for finals in the spring, Gil Lira ’06 was not planning 
a relaxing summer vacation. He had been given a new assignment 
– one that, like for most college graduates, will lead to an uncertain 
future. 
 Lira came to CLU after having considered joining the Marines 
straight out of high school. But his desire to eventually pursue a 
career in federal law enforcement led him to complete his degree 
before enlisting in the service.

 “ I ’ ve  a lway s  adm i red  my 
gr andfather for h is  ser v ice in 
Korea,” says Lira. “I’d like to follow 
in the footsteps of those who have 
protected our freedoms and our 
nation as a whole.”
 Lira’s decision to enlist was 
bolstered by his desire to give back 
to the country he feels has done so 
much for him.
 “I came to CLU with federal 
grants and scholarships. Without that 
assistance, I wouldn’t have graduated. 
I want to be able to pay back what was given to me,” he notes.
 After officially enlisting last September, Lira was assigned 

to begin basic training on May 20, 
only one week after graduation. He 
was sent to Camp Pendleton in San 
Diego where he will remain until he 
is sent to Infantry Training School in 
the fall as a Private 1st Class.
 Daniel Thomas ’06 enlisted 
as a Private 1st Class in the Marine 
Corps in May 2002, one month 
before he graduated from high school. 
After completing his basic training that 
summer, he enrolled at CLU in the fall.

 As an active Marine, Thomas has spent his summers stationed 
in Quantico, Va., preparing to become a 2nd Lieutenant – a rank 
earned upon completing a college degree. He earned that rank and 
was commissioned on May 14 by the 223 H and S Company and 
was sent back to Quantico to complete The Basic School (TBS). He 
will be assigned to a station in February.
 Although Lira and Thomas have yet to face the realities of 
combat, they understand the bond forged between comrades in 
time of war.
 “You care about the brothers that are there with you and 
making sure that they get home. In the end, bringing them each 
back is what you end up fighting for,” says Thomas.
 Armes believes that whether the War in Iraq is the right thing 
or the wrong thing will be determined years from now when we 
are able to look back and witness second and third order effects of 
our actions there.
 “We are not the first Western power to influence things in 
Iraq, but I hope we are the first to achieve a long lasting success,” he 
says. “The world is watching us and, honestly, failure is not an option 
for America.”   

“You care about 
the brothers that are 
there with you and 
making sure that 
they get home.” 

Thomas Farmer ’��

Gil Lira ’06

Daniel Thomas ’06
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1960s
1�6�
Roger Young, Reno, Nev., who 
retired from the FBI five years 
ago after 26 years of service, is a 
part-time professor at the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno. When 
he isn’t teaching, he and his wife, 
Chris (Cobb ’6�), a retired 
teacher, take his consulting busi-
ness on the road in their 35-
foot motor home. In addition, 
Roger instructs law enforce-
ment officers and prosecutors, 
testifies as an expert witness, 
provides on-the-job training, 
is a public speaker and works 
as a researcher/consultant for 
the organization that operates 
obscenitycrimes.org, a tipline for 
citizens to report pornography 
on the Internet.

1970s
1��1
Mark Eichman, Bloomfield 
Hills, Mich., has a writing busi-
ness that focuses on business 
and commercial clients, execu-
tive speeches, press events, car 
shows and marketing communi-
cations.

1���
Tricia Bartolomei, New-
bury Park, Calif., retired last 
year after teaching at La Reina 
High School for 30 years. As a 
speech and debate teacher, she 
started and coached the school’s 
national award-winning speech 
teams. Tricia was a member of 
the Moorpark College national 

championship speech team and, 
after transferring to Cal Luther-
an, founded and served as presi-
dent of CLU’s speech team.

Gloria Falls, Carson, Calif., 
retired as Director of Redevel-
opment for the City of Comp-
ton. She was a city employee for 
more than 18 years.

1���
Don Krampe (MPA), Mur-
rieta, Calif., was named Grand 
Marshal of Murrieta’s third 
annual Veteran’s Day Parade last 
fall. The Korean War veteran, 
who counsels veterans for the 
city, was honored for his work 
on behalf of veterans. 

1���
Erik Bertelson, Dublin, Calif., 
was one of two District Teach-
ers of the Year to be named 
Alameda County Teacher of the 
Year for 2005-06. He previously 
was named Teacher of the Year 
for the Dublin Unified School 
District where he has taught 
music at Wells Middle School for 
27 years. His bands have won 
numerous trophies and plaques 
and have performed at Disney-
land every year since 1990.

Michael Mortvedt, West-
minster, Colo., is Senior Pastor 
at Advent Lutheran Church. He 
recently completed the forma-
tion program for spiritual direc-
tors at the Vincentian Center for 
Spirituality at Work.

1���
Scott Solberg, Quito, Ecuador, 
delivered the keynote address 
titled “Citizenship in a Global 

Society” at CLU’s Honors Day 
Convocation in April. Scott 
directs Sun Mountain Interna-
tional, a U.S.-based socio-eco-
nomic development organization 
designed to assist nongovern-
mental organizations, govern-
ment ministries and municipal 
governments in South America 
and Africa. He has worked with 
international agencies in Ethio-
pia, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Bolivia, 
Guatemala, Honduras, Ghana, 
Tajikistan, Uganda, El Salvador 
and several other countries in 
Africa and Latin America.

1980s
1��0
Michael Shafer, Ph.D., Tuc-
son, Ariz., was named Associate 
Dean of the College of Human 
Services at Arizona State Uni-
versity in February. A noted 
expert on substance use disor-
ders and mental illness, Michael 
earned a doctorate in urban 
services and developmental 
disabilities from Virginia Com-
monwealth University and a 
master’s in special education and 
psychology from the University 
of Maryland-College Park.

1��2 
Laurie Rutledge (MBA), 
Ventura, Calif., has been a top 
producing Realtor with Coldwell 
Banker for 13 years and was an 
International President’s Circle 
Award winner in 2005. Laurie 
and her husband, Wally, are 
celebrating their 30th wedding 
anniversary.

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!
Send us your news: promotions, new jobs, education updates, address changes, new 
e-mail addresses, marriages, births, deaths, honors and awards.  Write to your class 
representative (see page 2�) or to the CLU Alumni Relations Office at:

California Lutheran University
Alumni Relations Office
60 W. Olsen Road #1�00
Thousand Oaks, CA �1360
alumni@callutheran.edu

If you are interested in being a class 
representative, please contact the 
Alumni Office at (�0�) ��3-31�0.
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Alumni	Board	of	Directors

Executive	Committee

Karen Meier ’89

President

Carol (Jones ’67) DeMars

Vice President, University Relations

Ragnar Storm-Larsen ’69

Vice President, Enrichment & Recognition

Susan (Seegmiller ’96) Knight, MPA ’00

Vice President, Development

Adele (Broas ’71) Trent

Secretary

Edgar Aguirre ’99

Rex Baumgartner ’69

Brad Bjelke ’98 (Regent Representative)

Angela (Claros ’01) Card, MBA ’03

Victoria Dickran, MBA ’04

Lynda (Benton ’65) Elmendorf

Greg Frye, MBA ’95

Jeremy Hofer ’98

Linwood Howe ’65

Ray Jassak ’87

Autumn Malloy ’07 (ASCLU President)

Cynthia Park ’94

Michaela (Crawford ’79) Reaves, Ph.D. 

(Faculty Representative)

Bret Rumbeck  ’02

Susan (Lundeen ’88) Smuck

Mariel Spengler ’92

Alumni Relations Staff

Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren

Director

Mitzi Ward, MS

Associate Director

Nicole Hackbarth ’03, MS ’05

Assistant Director

Rachel Ronning ’�� Lindgren 
has been named Director of Alumni 
Relations after serving as Interim 
Director since September 2004.
 Before coming to CLU, Rachel 
held several positions in nonprofit 
organizations, including three years in 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of 
America (ELCA) Churchwide Office. 
Prior to that, she served as a youth 
director in the Lutheran Volunteer 
Corps in Chicago.
 Rachel is pleased to announce that 
two new members have been added 
to her staff – Associate Director Mitzi 
Ward and Assistant Director Nicole 
Hackbarth ’03, MS ’0� – enabling the 
office to provide greater service to alumni.
 Mitzi came to CLU in June. She previously 
worked with a Miami-based events 
management firm for three years and as 
Assistant Director of Athletic Development 
with the University of Miami Athletic 
Department for four years.
 Nicole, who also joined the Alumni 
Relations team in June, brings a wealth of 
knowledge about the CLU community to her 
new position. She has been actively involved 
at CLU for almost eight years as a student, 
Area Residence Coordinator for Pederson 
Hall, Coordinator for Student Programs and 
Assistant Director of Student Programs. 

So	what	do	they	do?
As director, Rachel’s primary focus is on 
revitalizing and strengthening relationships 
within the CLU alumni community.  In 
addition, she serves as contact person for the 
Alumni Association Board of Directors, the 

Athletic Hall of Fame, Class Reunions and 
Choir Tour Receptions. 
 Mitzi, who holds a master’s in public 
relations, will focus on marketing  
and communications in addition to  
Parent Relations, 40th Reunion, Class 
Representatives, Alumni Association Golf 
Classic and the Alumni Leadership 
Conference.
 Nicole will put her expertise to work 
as Alumni Relations contact for Graduates 
of the Last Decade (GOLD), One-Year 
Class Reunion, Alumni Mentoring, Student 
Ambassadors Circle and the Student-Alumni 
Connection.

So	what	can	you	do?
If you’d like to get involved with any of the 
areas mentioned above or would just like to 
learn more about the services the Office of 
Alumni Relations provides, please call (805) 
493-3170 or e-mail rronning@callutheran.
edu, mitziw@callutheran.edu or nhackbar@
callutheran.edu.  

Trio Heads Alumni Relations

The new Alumni Relations team, L to R: Nicole 
Hackbarth, Mitzi Ward and Rachel Ronning 
Lindgren.

1��3
Kristina (Kehl) Littell, Liver-
more, Calif., is a tax specialist at 
Lawrence Livermore National 
Laboratory.

1���
Donna (Rieger) Mancuso, 
Shoreham, N.Y., is Educational 
Programs Coordinator for the 
Board of Suffolk County Water 
Authority. Her responsibilities 
include making presentations 
about Long Island’s groundwater 

to local elementary and middle 
schools. She also directs the 
youth choir at Trinity Lutheran 
Church of Rocky Point. Last 
October, Donna participated 
in her first half marathon, the 
Nike Women’s Marathon in San 
Francisco, with her sister and 
daughter.

1��0
Caroline (Dunn) Chieffo, 
Gardnerville, Nev., runs a book-
keeping and accounting business 
out of her home.  

Kevin Kern, Pensacola, Fla., is an 
assistant professor in the theatre 
department at the University of 
West Florida in Pensacola.

1��2
Mary Jo (Grondin) Far-
rington, Goleta, Calif., is a Certi-
fied Internal Auditor (CIA) with 
Montecito Bank & Trust.

1��3
Michael Clarke, Gilroy, Calif., is 
Supervising Probation Officer for 

ALUMNI AWARDS
Helping Others Overcome Obstacles
Newbury Park businessman receives Career 
Achievement Award
The CLU Alumni Association Board 
of Directors will present the Career 
Achievement Award to Don Krebs ’�� at 
Founders Day Convocation in October.
 In 1987, Don founded Access to 
Recreation, a distribution company that 
provides adaptive recreation equipment 
for the physically challenged. The idea for 
his company sprang from the business 
plan he created as the final project for the 
Entrepreneurial Leadership course in the 
MBA program at CLU.  
 Don knows firsthand about the obstacles that people with 
disabilities face. In 1978, at the age of 22, a water skiing accident left 
him a quadriplegic and ended his careers as a competitive water 
skier and construction worker.
 No longer able to make a living with his hands, Don decided to 
take on a new challenge: college. After graduating from CLU with a 
bachelor’s in religion and business, he enrolled in the MBA program.  
 Don’s business philosophy is centered on giving disabled people 
their life back. “A lot of people think that if they have a disability, 
their life is over,” he says. “I strongly encourage everyone to be 
as active as possible. Recreation improves the quality of your life. 
Exercise improves your health, and accomplishing your physical 
goals builds confidence and self-esteem.”

Serving from Within
CLU administrator receives Service to  
Alma Mater Award
The CLU Alumni Association Board of 
Directors presented the Service to Alma 
Mater Award to Della Greenlee ’�2 at 
Opening Academic Convocation in August. 
 Della began her journey at CLU as 
Faculty Secretary in 1976. Her dedicated 
work ethic soon received the attention 
of President Mark Mathews, and she was 
promoted to Executive Secretary to 
the President. It was Dr. Mathews who 
recognized Della’s talents and encouraged 
her to pursue more challenging 
opportunities. 
 With the support of pastor husband John and three daughters, 
Della decided to complete her college education at CLU. She was 
one of the first to design an interdisciplinary major, combining 
religion, psychology and English. In 1982, she became the first in her 
family to obtain a degree.

 Della was then able to craft a position in the Development 
office that allowed her to use her talents to write grant proposals 
and provide stewardship for scholarships. The Thousand Oaks 
resident continues as the Director of Foundation Relations and 
Scholarship Development today.
 Della’s personal touch is a comfort to both donors and 
students alike. In her 30 years of service, she has fostered 
relationships with foundations and individuals that provide 
opportunities for hundreds of students each year. In addition, Della 
personally contributes to one established scholarship every year to 
ensure that it can be awarded.
 In her time at CLU, some of her proudest accomplishments 
have been the Ornament Project, a holiday program that hand 
delivers ornaments to donors who have given over $10,000 
cumulatively; the $1.5 million Fletcher Jones Endowed Chair 
for Developmental Biology; and the Irvine Foundation Campus 
Diversity Initiative.

Putting a Face on Humanity
Reconstructive surgeon receives Humanitarian Award 

The CLU Alumni Association presented 
Patrick Byrne ’��, M.D., with the 
Humanitarian Award during Honors Day 
Convocation in April. The award honors 
alumni who contribute to human welfare 
and social reform. 
 As a physician who is dedicated to global 
community service, Patrick has volunteered 
his services to perform reconstructive 
surgeries on patients around the world. He 
is the former Medical Director of Ecuadent, 

a nonprofit foundation that provides free reconstructive surgery to 
children in South America, and has also volunteered in Peru, Mexico, 
Vietnam, China and Ecuador. Most recently, he has been named 
Director of the Hospital Punta Pacifica in Panama.
 Patrick’s journey into the medical field began at CLU where as 
a pre-med student he excelled both academically and athletically. 
Now as a full-time faculty member at Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine in Baltimore, he practices at the Johns Hopkins 
Cosmetic Center in Greenspring Station.
 His success as a doctor began at the University of California 
San Diego medical school where he completed his residency in 
otolaryngology-head and neck surgery and became an expert in 
head and neck cancer and reconstruction. 
 He was named Director of Facial Plastic and Reconstructive 
Surgery for Johns Hopkins in 2001 and is currently Director of 
the Greater Baltimore Cleft Lip and Palate Team at the Baltimore 
Medical Center. As an author and lecturer, he has spoken at the 
Pentagon and throughout the world on facial nerve regeneration.

To revisit the cover story on Patrick Byrne in the Spring 2005 issue 
of CLU Magazine, go to www.callutheran.edu and click on Alumni & 
Friends and CLU Magazine.  

(cont. on p. 26)
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CRIBNOTES

Bezenar, Alexandra Emily was 
born on May 13, 2005, to Emily 
(Kriekard ’96) and Chris ’96 Bezenar.

Bertone, Eric and Mia were born 
on Nov. 16, 2005, to Shellee (Eidson 
’90) and Mark Bertone.

Castellano, Tyler Rogelio was 
born on May 23, 2006, to Alison 
(Adams ’99) and Raj Castellano ’99.

Doherty, Thomas Brooks and 
Liam Daniel were born on March 
9, 2006, to Jennifer (Nielsen ’92) and 
Dan Doherty.

Jamison, Morgan Maureen was 
born on Dec. 1, 2005, to Stephanie 
(Gainey ’95) and Jamey Jamison.

Lewellen, Gavin was born on July 
14,  2006, to Andrea (Bjornson ’94) 
and Dave ’93 Lewellen.

Nguyen, Sarah Elizabeth 
Anninh was born on March 30, 
2006, to Laura (Riegner-Cowle ’95) 
and Joseph Nguyen.

Roschke, Micah John was born 
on Dec. 23, 2005, to Heather 
(Embree ’97) and Dan ’00 Roschke.

Sonder, Samantha Grace was 
born on March 28, 2006, to Shannon 
(Nature ’95) and Matt Sonder. 

MARRIAGES

Tom Okleasik ’�1 and Diane 
Schaeffer on Jan. 21, 2006 

Maari Gould ’�6 and David Nes-
per on Dec. 31, 2005. 

Jill Mahre ’�� and Ted Barnes on 
Dec. 22, 2005. 

Shelby Allred ’00 and Geoff 
Walker on June 17, 2006.

Ryan Holmes (MBA ’02) and 
Kristie LaFountain on May 27, 2006.

 

Bekkah Hildebrand ’03 and 
Brian Weinberger ’0� on July 2, 
2006.

Kristina Holmberg (MBA ’03) 
and Rick Lopez on June 17, 2006

Christina Wu ’03 and Greg 
Ramirez on Jan. 8, 2005. 

IN MEMORIAM

Iver Meldahl ’0� passed away Aug. 

15, 2006.

Ronald Repka passed away Sept. 
5, 2005.

Mark J. Saylor ’�2, D.D.S., 
passed away June 23, 2006.M
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(cont. from p. 24)

Santa Clara County’s Gang Vio-
lence Suppression Unit. He also 
volunteers as a Pyro Chef at the 
Gilroy Garlic Festival. 

1���
Brett Tarnet, Newbury Park, 
Calif., company principal of 
Brett Tarnet Insurance Services, 
received the 2006 Regional 
Broker of the Year Award from 
the Export-Import Bank of the 
United States at Ex-Im’s 31st 
annual conference in April.

1���
Jeffrey Goodrich (MBA), 
Bell Canyon, Calif., is vice presi-
dent and senior wealth advi-
sor for the personal trust and 
investment division of Union 
Bank of California, N.A., in 
Los Angeles. Jeffrey has taught 
finance and investment courses 
at many Southern California  

colleges and universities includ-
ing CLU and UCLA.

Stephanie (Gainey) 
Jamison, Simi Valley, Calif., is 
Director of Sales at Westlake 
Village Inn.

1��6
Maari (Gould) Nesper, Fres-
no, Calif., teaches sixth grade in 
Selma.

1���
Jill (Mahre) Barnes, New-
bury Park, Calif., teaches fourth 
grade in Simi Valley.

Michelle (Helms) Smith, 
Poway, Calif., has been named 
vice principal at Cornerstone 
Christian School after teaching 
history there the past four years.

1���
Ryann (Hartung) Moresi, 
Thousand Oaks, Calif., is an 

agent for New York Life in 
Oxnard. She helps people with 
financial planning, life insurance, 
education funding, retirement 
planning and long-term care. 
She can be reached at rlmore-
si@ft.newyorklife.com.

2000
Lupita Chavarria, Newbury 
Park, Calif., is a senior corporate 
recruiter for Homestore, Inc.

Christin Farrell, Salem, Ore., 
is a marriage and family therapy 
intern at Polk County Mental 
Health in Dallas, Ore. She is in 
her final year at George Fox 
University pursuing a master’s in 
marriage and family therapy.

Brian Hinkle, Virginia Beach, 
Va., is an assistant athletic 
trainer for Virginia Beach public 
schools. He received his Master 
of Science in Education from 
Old Dominion University in 
August 2005.

Gabriel  Laizer, Washington, 
D.C., is a program associate 
with the Alliance to End Hunger. 
He testified before the Interna-
tional Relations Committee of 
the U.S. House of Representa-
tives in May on the need for an 
increase in food aid to Africa.

Dan Roschke, Yorba Linda, 
Calif., is Pastor of Emerging 
Generations at Messiah Luther-
an Church. He received his 
M.Div. with an environmental 
emphasis from Lutheran School 
of Theology at Chicago in May 
and was ordained on July 16 in 
Houston, Texas, at the church 
where he grew up and where 
his father is still pastor.

2003
Justin Barkhuff, Simi Valley, 
Calif., who until recently was a 
Web developer in CLU’s Cre-
ative Media Center, has started 
a Web consulting business. For 

details, visit www.justinbarkhuff.
com. His first independent proj-
ect, Vegas Unplugged, debuted 
last month at www.lvunplugged.
com.

Daniel Carlton, Littleton, 
Colo., is an Emergency Room 
technician at Denver Health 
Medical Center.

Kristina Holmberg (MBA) 
Lopez, Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
is a Technical Sales Specialist for 
Invitrogen Corp.

Luke Lundmark, Denver, 
Colo., is a financial representa-
tive with Thrivent Financial 
for Lutherans. He received his 
Master of Divinity from Pacific 
Lutheran Theological Seminary 
in May.

Christina (Wu) Ramirez, 
Agoura Hills, Calif., is a project 
coordinator in the Office of the 
Dean at Pepperdine University 
School of Public Policy.

200�
Erik Hagen, Simi Valley, Calif., 
is Senior Web Developer in the 
Creative Media Center at CLU.

Jacquelynne Fontaine was 
crowned Miss California on July 
1 in Fresno and will compete 
in the Miss America Pageant 
early next year. A music major 
at CLU, Fontaine is pursuing a 
master’s degree in voice at the 

University of Southern Califor-
nia. As Miss Ventura County in 
2004, the Moorpark native was 
one of 10 semi-finalists in the 
state pageant. She represented 
Santa Barbara County in this 
year’s competition.

200�
Michael Cabral, Agoura Hills, 
Calif., is a member of the sales 
team at Weiser Creative Group, 
an advertising firm in Westlake 
Village.

Anna Geres, Simi Valley, Calif., 
is a media research associate 
with SmithGeiger LLC in West-
lake Village. 

Marisa Glatzer, Goleta, Calif., 
works for Young America’s 
Foundation, a conservative non-
profit organization that owns, 
preserves and protects the Ron-
ald Reagan ranch as a presiden-
tial property.

2006
Malia Kim, Simi Valley, Calif., 
created the art poster that was 
chosen by the City of Thousand 
Oaks to advertise its Ninth 
Annual Arbor/Earth Day in 
April. The posters were placed 
around the city to advertise the 
event.

Officer Kristina Ripatti ’94, 
a 10-year veteran of 
the Los Angeles Police 

Department, is recovering from 
multiple gunshot wounds sustained 
in the line of duty on June 3. She 
and her partner, Officer Joe Meyer, 
were chasing a robbery suspect 
through the streets of southwest 
Los Angeles. As Kristina reached to 
grab the fleeing man, he turned and 
fired at her point-blank. Meyer, a 
few steps behind his fallen partner, 
returned fire, fatally wounding the 
gunman, then called for help.
 One of the first to arrive on the 
scene was Kristina’s husband, fellow 
LAPD officer Tim Pearce. When he saw his wife “sheet-white” lying 
in a pool of blood, Pearce was convinced she was going to die.
 But Kristina didn’t give up. A soccer player at CLU, her devotion 
to fitness stood out even in the athletic world of the LAPD. Her 
regimen included kickboxing, jujitsu, surfing, daily runs and circuit 
training. When asked what she was training for, Kristina would reply, 
“Life.”
 Kristina and her doctors are convinced that her high level 
of physical fitness helped her recover more quickly from the life-

threatening wounds. Less than two 
weeks after the shooting, Kristina 
was moved to a rehabilitation center 
to adapt to using a wheelchair.
 Left paralyzed from the chest 
down from a bullet that severed her 
spine, Kristina knows there are hard 
times ahead but remains hopeful 
that she will regain some use of her 
legs. Above all, she wants to be there 
for her husband and 17-month-old 
daughter. “I’m glad I’m alive,” she says. 

CLU friends respond
When he received word that Kristina 
had been shot, Kingsmen soccer 
alumnus Alber to Gutierrez ’94         

e-mailed several people including former CLU soccer coach George 
Kuntz. About the same time, Kuntz received an e-mail from Kristina’s 
former teammate Heidi Ramage, who was spreading the news as 
well. As more friends and soccer alumni became aware of Kristina’s 
condition, ideas began to emerge of how they could help. Donations 
started coming in along with cards, letters and photos. According to 
CLU Athletic Director Dan Kuntz, who took over as CLU soccer 
coach in 1993 when his brother George left, more than $2,000 has 
been received.    

Officer Recovering from Gunshot Wounds

Cards and letters have poured in along with donations 
for Kristina Ripatti ’��, shot in the line of duty. Alberto 
Gutierrez ’�� and Jill (Gallegos ’�6) Jaglowski put 
together a large “get well” card to be delivered to 
Kristina along with the money raised on her behalf.

The CLU Alumni Association’s 2006 Athletic Hall of Fame 
Banquet and Induction Ceremony will be held in the new 
Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center at 6 p.m. on Friday, Oct. 
20. Five former athletes, three coaches and two special 
friends will be honored and their names added to the Hall 
of Fame on the ground floor of the new center.

Athletes:
Thomas Bonds ’88, Football

Jeff Kennedy ’78, Track and Field
Steven Magruder ’73, Wrestling

David Spurlock ’69, Football
David Wigton ’77, Football

Coaches:
Donald Hyatt ’76, Regals and Kingsmen Volleyball

George Kuntz, MA ’90, Regals and Kingsmen Soccer
Al Schoenberger, Baseball

Meritorious:
Eldon Hagen

Dr. John Tomec

Hall of Fame Has New Home

Correction: The proud parents of Benjamin Russell Hoxie, born Sept. 8, 2005, are 
Claire and Glenn ’94 Hoxie. We apologize for getting Claire’s name wrong in the 
spring issue.
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’6�
Linda (Gulsrud) Harris
28746 Pisces St.
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

’6�
Ruth Ann Johnson
1036 Michelangelo Drive
Sunnyvale, CA 94087
raj1036@aol.com

’6�
David and Janet (Monson) 
Andersen
1512 Robinson St.
Oroville, CA 95965
janetemandersen@yahoo.com

’6�
Gerry Price
240 E. Avenue J 12
Lancaster, CA 93535
doodlesdad@aol.com

’6�
Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day
4008 Coral Reef Place
Lake Havasu City, AZ 86406
jimjudy@citlink.net

’�1
Adele Broas-Trent
5935 Brayton Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90805
vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com

’�2
Rebecca (Overton) France
1555 Shadowglen Court
Westlake Village, CA 91361
abfran@adelphia.net

Alan Virgil
24660 Via Valmonte
Torrance, CA 90505-6801
av_sbrm@verizon.net

’�3
Claudine (Dumelle) Linzer
1188 Druid Walk
Decatur, GA 30033-3736

’��
Lea Lamp
6530 W. Westwind Drive
Glendale, AZ 85310
LampLea@hotmail.com

’��
Gloria Falls
1337 E. Fernrock St.
Carson, CA 90746
gloriaff@aol.com

’�6
Victoria (Vasco) Green
48801 97th St. E
Lancaster, CA 93535
v.g7@verizon.net

David Sander
116 Lonesome Trail
Haslet, TX 76052
dsjsander@cs.com

’��
Jon Backstrom
P.O. Box 75
Indianola, IA 50125
backstrom@yahoo.com

Dottie (Roman) Sterling
1625 Foxridge Circle
Auburn, CA 95603-5959
Sterling1625@yahoo.com

’��
Elke Katsuren
14 Siena
Laguna Niguel, CA 92677
elkeleinocox.net

Rhondi (Pinkstaff) Mitchell
26410 Misty Ridge Place
Fair Oaks Ranch, CA 91387
rpm@hartdistrict.org

’�0
Ginny Green
1980 County Road, 120 NE
Alexandria, MN 56308
lhommedu@rea-alp.com

’�1
Tori Nordin
8104 Aralia Drive
Austin, TX 78750
vnordin@austin.rr.com

’�2
Elizabeth Proctor
2254 Highview Lane NW B-102
Bremerton, WA 98312
zilnna@comcast.net

’��
Mike Engstrom
15371 Seitz Court
Moorpark, CA 93021
angsty2@aol.com

Eric Jensen
5533 Aldren Court
Agoura Hills, CA 91301
eric@mvapmed.com

’�6 
Amy (Ariola) Lee
kenamylee@sbc.global.net

’�� 
Franc Camara 
P.O. Box 2531
Redmond, WA 98073-2531
franc_classrep@hotmail.com

’�0 
Julie Donaldson-Prince 
1233 Norwich Lane 
Ventura, CA 93001 
Jprince007@sbcglobal.net 

’�1
Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Fick
22586 Via Santiago
Mission Viejo, CA 92691
carriefick@sbcglobal.net

’�2 
Mark Marius PSC 
47 Box 811
APO, AE  09470
mariusteam@mac.com

Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe 
1725 Creston Court 
Simi Valley, CA 93065 
garme@pacbell.net 

’�3 
Anne Christenson 
P.O. Box 9118 
Arlington, VA 22219
achristenson1@juno.com 

’��
Jeff Aschbrenner 
506 Highcrest Court
Newbury Park, CA 91320
Jeff_Aschbrenner@comcast.net

’�� 
Brian McCoy 
264 Ridgeton Lane, Unit D 
Simi Valley, CA 93065  
brian.mccoy@natplan.com

’�6 
Justin and Susan (Seegmiller) 
Knight
2954 Stacy Drive
Simi Valley, CA 93063
kingzman@sbcglobal.net
smsknight@gmail.com

Chad McCloskey
426 E. Wilbur Road #206
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
packerbacker19@hotmail.com

’��  
Kari Gravrock
20520 Ventura Blvd., Apt. 309
Woodland Hills, CA 91364
kgravrock@aol.com 

’00
Sommer (Embree) Barwick
610 E. Providencia, Apt. J
Burbank, CA 91502
sembree@ci.burbank.ca.us

Stephanie (Howe) Johnson
4740 S. Rose Ave.
Oxnard, CA 93033
psychkid2002@hotmail.com

Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
11408 December Way #401
Silver Spring, MD 20904
irene_moyer@hotmail.com 

’01
Inga Magi
4460 Hodges Blvd., Apt 121
Jacksonville, FL 32224
ingamagi@gmail.com

’02
Kim (McHale) Miller
580 Hase St.
El Paso, TX 79906
clugal02@hotmail.com

Angela (Namba) Rowley
135 W. Avenida de los Arboles #193
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
arowley@callutheran.edu

’03
Katie (Bashaw) Johnson
875 Weber Circle, Apt. 204
Ventura, CA 93003
katielinnae@yahoo.com

’0�
Jon Gonzales
California Lutheran University
60 W. Olsen Road #5300
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
jdgonzal@callutheran.edu

Holly-Anne Halweg
1710 W. Hillcrest Drive, Apt. 123
Newbury Park, CA 91320
HollyHalweg@aol.com

Beckie Lewis
California Lutheran University
60 W. Olsen Road #1350
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360
rflewis@callutheran.edu

’0�
Jason Soyster
300 Rolling Oaks Drive #153
Thousand Oaks, CA 91361
jsoyster@gmail.com

Serving on Both Sides  
of the Border

For the past year, John Cummings ‘05 (back right above) has 
witnessed firsthand the transformation of the U.S./Mexico 
border due to growing security, labor and immigration 
concerns.

 As a volunteer with the Border Servant Corps stationed in El 
Paso, Texas, John was assigned to the Santa Catalina Center for the 
Empowerment of Economically Poor Women, a Catholic center that 
educates Mexican women about their rights and teaches them to 
stand up for their values.
 Five to six days a week, he made the hour-long commute into 
Juarez, Mexico, to help children with their homework, teach songs, 
coordinate prayer time and games, and lead a youth group.
 Additionally, in conjunction with the U.S. Center for Action and 
Contemplation, he coordinated the Garden Project, an initiative to 
help develop relationships with the Mexican community while building 
organic gardens in local homes.
 Despite the presence of the National Guard and intense border 
control, John says program volunteers are committed to aiding the 
migrants trying to escape poverty. In the face of pending legislation 
that means those helping illegal immigrants could face arrest and 
their programs see a drop in funding, the volunteers are trying to stay 
positive and promote a positive environment.
 After completing his year of service in July, John joined a solidarity 
project in Chihuahua, Mexico, serving indigenous people. This fall, 
he began his first year at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary at 
Berkeley in preparation for a life of service and ministry.   

Former Superintendent 
Joins School of Education
Robert Fraisse (MS ’78), Ed.D., former 
superintendent of the Conejo Valley 
Unified School District (Thousand Oaks), 
has been appointed co-director of 
CLU’s education doctoral program and 
Distinguished Educator in Residence for 
the School of Education. 
 Bob was considered one of the most 
effective and respected superintendents in 
Southern California. As co-director of the 
Ed.D. in Educational Leadership Program, 
he will be in the position to share his knowledge, skills and values 
with promising and aspiring leaders in Southern California. 
 Prior to becoming superintendent of the Conejo Valley district, 
Bob served as superintendent of the Hueneme Elementary School 
District and assistant superintendent of the Las Virgenes Unified 
School District. He has also served as an adjunct faculty member at 
CLU for a number of years.  

Husband and Wife Team Receive Hamm Award

V
icki (Eagleson ’79) Arndt (MBA ’92) and CLU drama professor Michael Arndt were 

presented with the William E. Hamm Outstanding Service Award by the CLU 

Community Leaders Association (CLA) in March. The award is presented annually 

to members who have shown exemplary service.

 Vicki, who owns Eagleson Arndt Financial Services, is a member of the CLA Board of 

Directors. She has served as president of the board, and chair and co-auctioneer of the annual 

auction, as well as a volunteer for many CLU events.

 Michael is a former member of the CLA board and served as emcee of the annual auction 

for more than 10 years. He was a founding board member of the Alliance for the Arts in 

Thousand Oaks and founder of the Kingsmen Shakespeare Festival, which is held on campus 

each summer.   

Supper 
for Six

The Office 
of Alumni 
Relations is 

kicking off the Supper 
for Six program this academic year. The program is 
designed to develop relationships between alumni and 
current students for networking and fun. If you live in the 
Thousand Oaks area and would like to host a dinner for 
students, please e-mail Nicole Hackbarth at nhackbar@
callutheran.edu or call (805) 493-3883.  

CLASS REPRESENTATIVES DIRECTORY
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Terry Gross
host of NPR’s Fresh Air
Thursday, April 12, 2007 at 8:00 p.m.
Fred Kavli Theatre
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza

Terry Gross, host of National Public Radio’s Peabody Award-
winning Fresh Air, will speak about her experiences interviewing 
some of the world’s most celebrated writers, actors, musicians, 
and social and political figures. A book signing will follow the 
discussion.

Tickets $15-$50

Pre-sale tickets are available to KCLU members only through Oct. 
31. Call KCLU at (805) 493-3900 for information. Tickets will go on 
sale to the general public on Nov. 1.

Thanks to SAGE Publications for their generous support.

KCLU is a community service of California Lutheran University.

KCLU PRESENTS

Your support is music to our ears

It doesn’t matter how much you give.  Your gift to the 
Annual Fund, combined with others, helps CLU hit the 
high notes in education.

Call us now to make your contribution or  
visit us online.  

Every note makes a difference and so does your gift!

www.callutheran.edu/giving

Gifts to the tune of $2�, $�0 or $100 rock our soul
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Special CLU Alumni section available! 
Call Mia at (�0�) ��3-3��1 by Sept. 2�. 
Call today - seating is limited!
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I October
20-22 Homecoming Weekend
20 Open Classes
 Alumni Golf Classic, 10 a.m.
 Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet, 6 p.m.
 Freshmen Hall Reunions, 6-9 p.m.
21 Alumni Tennis Match, 9 a.m.
 Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center Dedication, 
  11 a.m. (followed by lunch)
 Homecoming Football Game, 1 p.m.
 Kingsmen Alumni Basketball Game, 4:45 p.m.
 Cluster Reunions/Monte Carlo, 6:30 p.m.
 GOLD Night, 7 p.m.
22 Worship Service with Alumni Choir, 10 a.m.
 Regals Alumni Basketball Game, Noon

M
U

SI
C October

20 Founders Day Concert, 8 p.m.
  CLU Choirs and University Symphony
24 Artists and Speakers Series
  Ensemble Amarcord
31 Textures of  Sound, Jim Connolly, 7 p.m.

November
7 Artists and Speakers Series, 8 p.m.
  Clarita and the Arte Flamenco Dance Theatre
10 Fundamentals of Indian Music, 10 a.m.
17 Wind Ensemble/Jazz Improv Ensemble, 8 p.m.

December
1, 2 Christmas Concert, 8 p.m.
3 Christmas Concert, 4 p.m.
15-19 CLU Choir Tour (See p. 8)

February
4 Faculty Recital, 4 p.m.
  Dorothy Schechter, Piano
24 Ensemble Bella Musica, 7:30 p.m.

March
4 University Symphony, 2 p.m.
23 Wind Ensemble/Jazz Improv Ensemble, 8 p.m.
25 New Music Concert: Steven Stucky

April
20-22 Threepenny Opera
27-29  Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza

September
27 Center for Leadership and Values Distinguished 

Speakers Series, Dr. Marcos Vargas, Executive 
Director of CAUSE, 4 p.m.

28 Sculpture by John Storojev 
Opening reception, 7 p.m. 
(runs through Oct. 22)

October
6 Illustrated Lecture: “An Ancient Athletic Trophy,”
  Dr. Fred Tonsing, CLU Professor Emeritus, 5 p.m.
6 “Sojourners in a Pluralistic Land”
  Randall Balmer, Ph.D., 7:30 p.m.
20 Founders Day Convocation, 10 a.m.
  “Faithful Past, Promising Future”
  Dr. Phyllis Anderson, President, Pacific Lutheran 

Theological Seminary
21 Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center Dedication,
  11 a.m.
28  TO/24:2006 Multimedia Exhibition 

Opening, 2 p.m. (runs through Nov. 27)
31 Light Sculptures by Sean Sobczak 

Opening reception, 7 p.m. 
(runs through Nov. 19)

November
1 Dia De Los Muertos, 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
2 Kwan Fong Gallery Speakers Series, 2:30-4 p.m.
  An Afternoon with Edward Goldman
6 Harold Stoner Clark Lectures, 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
  “Contaminated Without Consent”
  Sandra Steingraber, Ph.D.
17 Corporate Leaders Breakfast Series, 7:30 a.m.
  Paul Orfalea, Founder of Kinko’s, Orfalea Family 

Foundation

December
1-15 The AIDS Memorial Quilt
  Opening reception: Dec. 1, 8 p.m.
2 Celebration of Kwanzaa, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
2 LA/24:2006 Multimedia Exhibition
  Opening, 2 p.m. (runs through Jan. 17)
3 Las Posadas/Living Nativity, 7 p.m.
5 World AIDS Day Event, 7-8:30 p.m.
6 Santa Lucia Festival of Light, 10 a.m.
6 Hanukkah Celebration, 4 p.m.
10 Advent Vespers Worship Service, 6:15 p.m. 

February
1 Corporate Leaders Breakfast Series, 7:30 a.m.
  Panel of Health Care Executives
9-10 Eighth Annual Nordic Spirit Symposium
23 Inauguration of John R. Sladek, Ph.D.
  Sixth President of California Lutheran University
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November
2-4 Our Town, 8 p.m.
9-11 Our Town, 8 p.m.
12 Our Town, 2 p.m.
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PARENTS If this magazine is addressed to 
a daughter or son who has established a new 
address, please notify us using the enclosed 
change of address card. Thank you!

Alumni Golf Classic 

GOLD

Residence Hall Reunions
 All Class Reunion

 

Athletic Hall of Fame Banquet 
and Induction Ceremony 

Homecoming Football Game 
Alumni Games

GILBERT SPORTS AND FITNESS CENTER
D E D I C A T I O N  C E R E M O N Y

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE CALL �0�-��3-3�0�

Please join us for the 
Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center 
Dedicaton Ceremony
Saturday, October 21, 2006
11:00 a.m.

California Lutheran University
60 West Olsen Road
Thousand Oaks, CA

Lunch will follow

www.callutheran.edu/homecoming

60 West Olsen Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2787
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