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NATIONAL CHAMPIONS!
Regals Water Polo Makes CLU Sports History
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Red Star States
Photography from Communist States

Through Saturday, Sept. 22

Cyn McCurry 
Paintings
Saturday, Sept. 29–Thursday, Oct. 25

Opening Reception: Saturday, Sept. 29, 3 p.m.

John Solem
The McKinley Suite
Viscosity Etchings

Friday, Oct. 5–Tuesday, Nov. 13

Overton Hall

Opening Reception: Friday, Oct. 5, 6:30 p.m.

Sean Sobczak
Light Sculptures
Wednesday, Oct. 31–Tuesday, Nov. 27

Opening Reception: Wednesday, Oct. 31, 6 p.m.

10 National Champions
In the program’s fourth season and the first in its very own pool, 
Regals water polo finishes number one in the nation in Division III.

14 History Buff Looks to the Future
Mixing his favorite hobby with his professional life gives Provost Chris 
Kimball a unique approach to CLU’s academic growth.

16 Breaking Barriers
Born in Vietnam and raised in a working class neighborhood in 
Southern California, political science professor Haco Hoang pursues a 
mission to help troubled youths live better lives.

18 Bioengineering: Where science, math and 
computing meet
Relatively young as majors go, CLU’s four-year-old bioengineering 
program offers undergraduate students unprecedented opportunities 
for original research and professional presentations.

22 Rwanda: Country 
Still Torn by Civil War
Thirteen years later, alumnus 
Stephen Seper ’98 and his church 
in San Diego are helping those 
orphaned by the genocide and its 
aftermath.

24 Kenya: Living Water
Two CLU alumnae find that a dam 
in Africa delivers more than water 
– it brings hope.

12 Seeing the Forest 
and the Trees
Biology professor Barbara Collins 
is devoted to plants and teaching 
about plants. The new Barbara 
Collins Arboretum, an outgrowth 
of her dual passions, offers the 
community yet another reason to 
visit CLU’s lush campus.
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A Gifts of Gold Legacy Luncheon was held March 9 to honor the 
early pioneers of California Lutheran 
University. Carol Jones ’67 DeMars (pic-
tured, right), who initiated and emceed the 
event on behalf of the Alumni Association, 
views the nearly 50 years of progress at 
CLU as absolutely amazing.
 “You early servants gifted us with 
your presence, passion and purpose that 
have inspired and nurtured three genera-
tions of students for five decades,” DeMars 
said in her opening remarks. “During those 
first tentative years as a fledgling liberal 
arts college, could any one of you have imagined such a year as this? ... 
We are now an institution with a past.”

 The Rev. Dr. Howie Wennes, University Ambassador, agreed with 
DeMars. “Every time I remember you, I 
give thanks,” he told the audience of nearly 
50 guests. “You served with a sense of pur-
pose, and the contributions you made in 
the past are the foundations we build on 
today.”
 Several attendees, including first 
employee Ethel Beyer, H ’88, (pictured, 
left) then shared their memories with the 
group. Many stories brought laughs and 
nods of recognition.
  “We were and always are in a state 

of becoming,” noted DeMars, “and you early pioneers are, indeed, our 
gifts of gold. Because of you, the best was and is yet to be.”   

Fitting Tribute to PioneersProfessors Retire

Mel Haberman, Ph.D., (English Department) and 
Julia Sieger, Ed.D., (School of Education) retired in 
May and joined the ranks of emeriti faculty. 

 Haberman, who joined the CLU faculty in 1979, taught 
courses in cinema, American literature and humanities. 
With a special interest in the work of Charles Dickens, he 
completed a full-length manuscript on the novels of the 
famed author.
 After coming to CLU in 1999, Sieger taught founda-
tion courses in the Teacher Preparation Program and 
served as coordinator of the liberal studies program before 
becoming Assistant Dean of the School of Education.  

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

California Lutheran University launched a new 
credential program in Deaf and Hard of Hearing 
Education at its Woodland Hills Center. 

 Offered through the School of Education and accred-
ited by the National Council for Accreditation of Teacher 
Education (NCATE), the unique program can be taken 
concurrently with the Master of Science degree. The two-
year graduate program is designed for educators who want 
to attend school part time to hone their skills in teaching 
students with hearing loss.
 CLU is the only public school-based teacher prepara-
tion program in the state to offer a program that focuses 
on teaching spoken language to children with hearing loss 
using the latest hearing technologies, according to Terry 
Cannings, Ed.D., Dean of the School of Education.
 Although it is possible to obtain the Master of Science 
in the Education of the Deaf without completing the cre-
dential requirements, CLU has developed the combined 
credential and master’s program so students may work on 
the two concurrently. 
 For more information about the program, please call 
(818) 888-6414, or Maura Martindale, Ed.D., Director 
of the Master’s in Deaf and Hard of Hearing Education 
program, at (310) 346-3886.  
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Wennes Takes Helm as 
Interim President

Howard Wennes, D. Min., 
will serve as Interim 
President of CLU during 

the search for a new president.
 A former Regent and 
Assistant to the President for 
University Ministries, the Rev. Dr. 
Wennes was Interim President 
during the University’s last presi-
dential search.
 He is a former bishop of Grand Canyon Synod of 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) 
and has served as a staff member of ELCA Hunger 
Appeal. For the past year, he has served as University 
Ambassador.
 Wennes replaces John Sladek, Ph.D., who resigned 
as CLU’s sixth president on July 23. Sladek returned to 
the University of Colorado to continue his research on 
Down syndrome and Parkinson’s disease.  

Regents Approve 
Faculty Promotions

The Board of Regents of California Lutheran 
University has approved the following faculty rank 
and tenure promotions. 

 Marylie Gerson, Ph.D., an associate professor of 
psychology, was granted tenure; and Michael Shaw, Ph.D., 
(Physics) was granted tenure and advanced to the rank of 
full professor.
 Michele LeBlanc, Ph.D., (Exercise Science and Sports 
Medicine) and Adina Nack, Ph.D., (Sociology) were grant-
ed tenure and advanced to the rank of associate professor.
 Harry Domicone, Ph.D., (School of Business) and 
Myungsook Klassen, Ph.D., (Computer Science) were pro-
moted to the rank of full professor.  

Joan Griffin of 
Minneapolis 
was selected 

as the new Dean 
of the College of 
Arts and Sciences. 
She assumed her 
position on Aug. 1. 
 “Dr. Griffin’s 
appointment is 
an important step 
forward for the 
college, and she will 
be a crucial addition 
to CLU’s academic 
leadership team,” said Provost Chris Kimball after announcing her 
appointment. 
 Griffin served as Associate Dean for General Education at 
Augsburg College for the past two years after teaching English at the 
college for nearly 20 years. During her years as an Augsburg faculty 
member, she took on several leadership roles, including serving 15 
years on the Faculty Senate, helping to guide the Honors Program and 
co-writing the college’s vision statement.
 Griffin earned a Ph.D. and a master’s degree in Celtic Languages 
and Literatures from Harvard University after receiving her bachelor’s 
degree in English and American literature from Washington University 
(St. Louis, Mo.). She has taught courses in medieval literature, British 
works and composition.
 During a visit to CLU in April, Griffin said she became captivated 
with the campus, the people and the academic programs. “There’s 
something about this university that has really caught my imagination,” 
Griffin said. “It’s dynamic, progressive and exciting.”  

Celtic Scholar to Head 
College of Arts, Sciences

There’s No Place Like Home

After decades of hosting its annual auction at other area venues, 
the Community Leaders Association (CLA) has decided to 
bring the benefit event to campus.

 Set to the appropriate Wizard of Oz-based theme “There’s No 
Place Like Home,” the 28th annual auction will be held in the Gilbert 
Sports and Fitness Center on Saturday evening, Oct. 27. CLA selected 
the campus venue to showcase recent progress and growth at CLU.
 “We look forward to coming home,” said Deborah Kniss ’79, auc-
tion chair. “Everyone who attends will participate in a party celebrating 
CLU and the many contributions of Community Leaders.”
 The live and silent auctions will include fun-filled vacation pack-
ages, holiday gifts, home entertainment items, dining experiences, golf 
packages, tickets to professional sporting events and much more. 
 Proceeds from the auction benefit academic programs at CLU. 
Over the years, the avid support of CLA has resulted in the donation 
of more than $1.5 million toward enhancements in equipment and 
technology. 
 Everyone is encouraged to participate by attending or donating a 
gift, Kniss noted. To request an invitation or make a donation, please 
call the University Relations Office at (805) 493-3151.  

CLU Community Leaders Association
28th Annual Auction

Save the Date

October 27, 2007

CLU Earns WASC  
Re-Accreditation

The Western Association of Schools and Colleges 
(WASC) Accrediting Commission has reaffirmed 
the accreditation of California Lutheran University.

 In the final report, received by CLU on July 17, the 
commission commended the University for its continuous 
progress and commitment to building a comprehensive 
system of quality assurance and for the seriousness with 
which the university community was engaged in the entire 
accreditation review process.  
 “The team further found that issues of diversity, 
quality of graduate programs and the assessment of 
student learning have been addressed in a meaningful and 
in-depth manner by CLU,” wrote Ralph A. Wolff, president 
and executive director of WASC.   

New Credential 
Program Launched
Program prepares educators to teach 
children with hearing loss
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Writers Block
Recently published books authored or illustrated by CLU faculty and alumni

In Memoriam

Walter F. Beran, a former member of the Board of Regents, passed 
away on June 2, 2007. He received an Honorary Doctor of Laws 
degree from CLU in 1978. A Member of the Board of Trustees of The 
Ronald Reagan Presidential Foundation and a participant in the devel-
opment of several academic programs and social organizations, his civic 
involvement included the Los Angeles Area Chamber of Commerce, 
the Japan Business Association of Southern California and the Skirball 
Institute on American Values. He is survived by his wife, Speedy, and 
two sons.

Dr. Fred Bowman, a longtime faculty member of California Lutheran 
University, died of a heart attack on April 9, 2007, at his Thousand 
Oaks home. He was 83. Founding co-chair of the Speech and Drama 
Department with the late Dr. Richard Adams, Fred came to Cal 
Lutheran in 1966. He retired as a professor of communication in 1988 
but remained a vital part of the CLU community. Prior to coming to 
Cal Lutheran, he was a professor for 14 years at Middlebury College 
in Vermont. During and after World War II, Fred served with the 
Army Corps of Engineers and spent time in the European Theater of 
Operations.

Roger Curtis, a member of the CLU Facilities Department, died 
in an accident on campus on June 18, 2007. A member of the CLU 
Community for eight years, Curtis served as the University’s paint and 
drywall expert. He was a 29-year resident of Simi Valley and a mem-
ber of Our Savior Lutheran Church in Simi Valley. Roger is survived by 
his wife, Linda; a son, Robby Curtis; a daughter, Christine Marshall; and 
grandchildren, Christopher and Evan Marshall. 

Jim Gulbranson ’64 of Simi Valley passed away on June 5, 2007. An 
avid supporter of his alma mater, he participated over the years on 
the Alumni Board of Directors, the California/NOW Radio Chorale 
and as assistant curator of three art shows at CLU. He received the 
Service to Alma Mater Award in 1999. A history major who was 
very proud of his own Scandinavian roots, Jim served as chair of both 
the Scandinavian Cultural and Historical Foundation and the annual 
Scandinavian Festival. 
 He is survived by his wife, Kathleen Berg ’66 Gulbranson; three 
children – Kirsten Gulbranson ’94 Lucas, Erik Gulbranson and Ingrid 
Windsor; five grandchildren; his mother, Frances Gulbranson; sister, 
Karen Blight; and brothers, Dave, Dennis and Dan Gulbranson. 

Lois Leigh, a longtime supporter of CLU and Orville Dahl member, 
passed away on April 7, 2007, at the age of 88. A resident of Sun City 
West, Ariz., Lois worked in the real estate industry. She was first intro-
duced to California Lutheran University by her good friend Beverly 
Anderson, former director of Church Relations. She is survived by her 
son, Dr. Keith Long, and grandchildren, Meredith and Kieran Long.

Eilert Voge died on April 19, 2007, at the age of 92. He had been 
a supporter of CLU since the earliest days when he traveled to the 
Pederson Ranch with Gay Falde to look over the future site of CLU. 
The founder and president of Voge, Inc., a construction firm in Los 
Angeles, he built, among other things, a number of churches and 
Southland Lutheran Home. He is survived by his wife, Vernelle.

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

Berek & Novak’s Gynecology, Four teenth Edition, by 
Jonathan S. Berek (Lippincott Williams & Wilkins, 2006) 
contains completely revised illustrations by Timothy 
Hengst ’72 [Associate Professor, Multimedia], who 
also illustrated four new chapters in American Academy 
of Ophthalmology, Manual of Retinal Surger y by C.P. 
Wilkinson. (Oxford University Press, 2007) 

Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude by Kevin O’Malley 
is co-illustrated by Carol Heyer ’73. Once upon a 
time, there was a boy and a girl who had to tell a fairy 
tale to the class. The girl starts with a princess, eight 
beautiful ponies and an evil giant; then the boy steps 
in with a sword-wielding, motorcycle-riding hero. The 
children project themselves into their arguing charac-

ters and work together to banish the evil assignment – er – giant. (Walker 
& Company, 2005)

Sihirli Matematik Oyunlari by Edward H. Julius 
[Professor, Business] is a Turkish translation of 
Arithmetricks, an interactive book for children 
packed with math tricks and fun-filled facts about 
numbers. (Güncel Yayincilik, Istanbul, 2006; John 
Wiley & Sons, 1995) Another of Julius’ books, 
More Rapid Math Tricks and Tips for high school 
through adult readers, was recently translated 

into Indonesian and published under the title Trik dan Tip Berhitung yang 
Lebih Cepat. (Pakar Raya, 2005; John Wiley & Sons, 1996)

Research in Education: A Student and Faculty Guide to 
Writing a Research Study co-authored by Halyna M. 
Kornuta, Ph.D., [Director, Assessment] follows the 
pattern of chapters required in a research study, pro-
vides suggestions on how to choose a topic, find out 
and report what is known, and establish the need for 
the study. (Author House, 2006)

The Blood of the Innocents by IlaJean Kragthorpe ’79 
deals with our struggle with faith and meaning when 
innocent blood is shed, and how God’s grace does 
not always come through the channels we would 
choose. The background is the struggle for civil rights 
and justice from 1965 to 1992. (PublishAmerica, 
2007)

Family Communication: Nurturing and Control in 
a Changing World by Beth A. Le Poire, Ph.D., 
[Associate Professor, Communication] reviews tra-
ditional family communication theories in an engag-
ing, non-traditional way and uniquely organizes the 
study of family communication around the concepts 
of nur turing and control. (Sage Publications, Inc., 
2005) Le Poire also co-edited Applied Interpersonal 

Communication Matters: Family, Health, and Community Relations. (Peter 
Lang Publishing, 2006)

Blue Galaxy Iris Connecting with Beauty and Nature’s 
Rhythm is a collection of poems by J.T. Ledbetter 
(Professor Emeritus, English) and ar twork by E. 
John Solem (Professor Emeritus, Ar t). The visu-
al ar tistry of Solem and the verbal ar tistry of 
Ledbetter create a unique and powerful window 
into beauty and nature’s rhythm. (Vanguard Press, 
2007)

Integrated Sales Process Management: A methodology 
for improving sales effectiveness in the 21st century 
by Michael W. Lodato, Ph.D., [Professor Emeritus, 
Business] targets sales and marketing executives 
from businesses that use personal selling to sell 
high-priced products and services to other busi-
nesses employing long, multi-step solution selling 
cycles. (Author House, 2006)

My Nickel’s Worth, An Autobiography by Phillip A. 
Nickel, Ph.D., [Professor Emeritus, Biology] is an 
intriguing, informative and thought-provoking 
account of a life from poverty to biology professor 
to retirement; told with a “zany sense of humor.” 
(Trafford Publishing, 2007)

Photoshop CS3 All-in-One Desk Reference for 
Dummies by Barbara Obermeier, MBA ’86, is 
a comprehensive reference book for Adobe 
Photoshop CS3. (Wiley and Sons, 2007)

Investment Planning for Financial Professionals co-
authored by Somnath Basu, Ph.D., [Professor, 
Business] carefully explains the essential theory 
required to understand how financial markets work 
and describes step-by-step how best to diversify 
and balance a portfolio of investments to reduce 
risk and increase expected returns. (McGraw Hill, 
2006)

Justice in a Global Economy: Strategies for Home, 
Community, and World co-edited by Pamela K. 
Brubaker, Ph.D., [Professor, Religion] provides both 
critical assessments of the current political-econom-
ic structures and examples of people and commu-
nities who are actively working to transform society. 
(Westminster John Knox Press, 2006)

The Cognitive Structure of Scientific Revolutions 
co-authored by Xiang Chen, Ph.D., [Professor, 
Philosophy] uses cognitive science to evaluate and 
extend the ideas of Thomas Kuhn, and offers new 
accounts of the nature of normal and revolutionary 
science, the function of anomalies, and the nature 
of incommensurability. (Cambridge University Press, 
2006)

The Isle of Is: A Guide to Awakening by Caroline 
Cottom ’64 and Thom Cronkhite is set on a 
mythical island. The Isle of Is charts a journey of 
discovery in which the reader is the main char-
acter in the story, cutting across religious lines 
as a simple tool for reaching universal truths. 
(The Center Within, Fiji, 2006)

The Judicious Professor co-authored by Paul 
Gathercoal Jr., Ph.D., [Professor, Education] 
provides professors with a foundation for a 
dialogical, pro-active approach to teaching and 
learning. When students perceive the “gate-
keeper” as one who is sharing responsibility 
for student academic achievement, the number 
of successful students will increase greatly and 
the knowledge base will be widely distributed 
throughout society. (Caddo Gap, 2007)
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All-America First Team
Jill Jensen, Water Polo
Nicole Pecel, Water Polo

All-America Second Team
Katie Windsor, Water Polo

All-West Region First Team
Prudence Kjontvedt, Softball

All-West Region Third Team
Shauna Cogan, Softball

All-SCIAC First Team
Lizzy Chacon, Softball
Prudence Kjontvedt, Softball
Nicole Pecel, Water Polo
Ben Staley, Tennis

All-SCIAC Second Team
Peter Birdwell, Baseball
Shauna Cogan, Softball

Tyler Doyle, Golf
David Iden, Baseball
Crystal Kincaid, Softball
Marianne Paradowski, Water Polo
Brian Stanley, Golf
Chad Ullman, Baseball
Paul Wetterholm, Tennis
Katy Wilkins, Softball

All-SCIAC Honorable 
Mention

Ashley Bentz, Water Polo
Katie Windsor, Water Polo

All-SCIAC Recognition 
(Track & Field)

Casey Anderson
Brett Cornejo
Jeremy Dugan
Ashley Fleming
Kyle Hansen

Renee Hill
Scott Jones
Jared Nelson
Mike Norris
Jessica Predovic
Jessica Schroeder
Christa Youngern

Seniors Christian Colunga 
and Tyler Doyle (Golf) were 
named Cleveland Golf All-
America Scholars for Division III.

Senior Lee Ellis (Baseball) 
was chosen by the Baltimore 
Orioles in the 46th round of the 
2007 draft.

Junior Ashley Fleming (Track 
& Field) won the hammer 
throw title at the 2007 SCIAC 
Championships.

Sophomore Kyle Hansen 
(Track & Field) finished 16th 
overall in the nation in the 400-
meter hurdles.

Junior Nicole Pecel (Water 
Polo) was one of the “Faces in 
the Crowd” in the June 18 issue 
of Sports Illustrated.

Senior Ben Staley (Tennis) 
was the third CLU player in 
three consecutive years chosen 
to participate in the National 
Championships.

Senior Katy Wilkins 
(Softball) is a member of the 
Great Britain National Team for 
the second consecutive summer.

Post-Season Recognition

Season at a Glance
   Conference
Regals Overall SCIAC Standing
Softball 22-13 16-8 Second
Tennis 2-16 1-7 Seventh
Track & Field --- --- Fifth (tie)
Water Polo 21-10 6-4 Third

   Conference
Kingsmen Overall SCIAC Standing
Baseball 25-15 13-8 Third
Golf --- --- Fourth
Tennis 10-10 6-4 Third
Track & Field --- --- Third 

For up-to-date Regals and Kingsmen news and scores, please visit www.clusports.com

SPORTS NEWSCAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

fellowship recipients. Looking 
on are Annick Draghi (left), 
Sylvia Jackson and Kimberly 
Hoffmans, all members of 
the donating class. 
 Class members not 
pictured are Michele Dean, 
Gary Delanoeye, Randall 
Delling, Kimberly Dufau, 
Lynda Fox, Sheila Harmon, 
Craig Levy, Gayle Pinkston 
and Jane Wagmeister. 
 Speaking for herself and 
the 12 other educational 
leaders who were pioneers 
in the program, Tandberg 

said, “It is my hope that we have established a tradition of giving back to 
the program and that we continue to forge a trail of excellence, dedica-
tion, honor and kindness built on moral responsibility.”  

The first alumni class 
of the School of 
Education’s Doctoral 

Program in Educational 
Leadership donated a class 
gift to establish the STRIVE 
for Excellence in Educational 
Leadership graduate fellow-
ship. 
 The fellowship will 
be awarded to a third- or 
fourth-year doctoral student 
who has demonstrated 
scholarly and moral excel-
lence and a commitment to 
the doctoral program. 
 Class representative Susan Tandberg, Ed.D. ’06, (pictured, center) 
presented a plaque to School of Education professor James Valadez, 
Ph.D., at a reception in May. The plaque will display the names of  

First Doctoral Alumni Class Establishes Tradition of Giving  
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McEnroe Becomes First Alumnus 
to Head Football Program

Ben McEnroe has been selected as 
the fourth head football coach in the 

history of California Lutheran University. 
He returns to the place where his play-
ing career ended and his coaching career 
began.
 A 1993 graduate of CLU, McEnroe 
returns to his alma mater after a four-year 
stint at Chaminade College Preparatory 
High School in West Hills, where he built 
a successful football program with a 32-
16 record. He brings to CLU more than 

10 years of coaching experience. Prior to serving as head coach at 
Chaminade, McEnroe spent four years at Humboldt State University as 
the Offensive Line Coach and Recruiting Coordinator. 
 A former assistant coach at CLU in the 1990s, McEnroe has a 
special appreciation for the history and tradition of CLU football. The 
first alumnus to serve as head coach of the Kingsmen squad, McEnroe 
said he is honored to follow in the footsteps of former head football 
coaches Joe Harper and Scott Squires.  

Not One, But Two Coaching 
Honors for Rond

In 2007, the fourth year of the 
women’s water polo program’s 

existence, Coach Craig Rond led 
the Regals to the Collegiate III 
National Title with a 5-0 perfor-
mance in the National Tournament. 
 Rond was named the 2007 
Division III Women’s Water Polo 
Coach of the Year after recording a 
21-10 record. The Regals’ first 20-
win season follows an 11-win sea-
son in 2006. Overall, Coach Rond 
is 45-63 during his tenure as head 
coach. 
 Following the 2006 men’s 
water polo season, Rond was 
tabbed the Division III Men’s Water Polo Coach of the Year as the 
Kingsmen posted a 10-15 overall record and finished the season 
ranked seventh in the National Collegiate Top 10 Poll.  

Commencement 2007
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Nearly 900 CLU students received degrees during Commencement ceremonies on May 12 
in Mt. Clef Stadium.
 Joan Samuelson (3), founder of the Parkinson’s Action Network, addressed the 

550 bachelor’s degree graduates during the morning ceremonies. State Assemblywoman Audra 
Strickland (2) was keynote speaker for the afternoon graduate service in which the second School 
of Education cohort received Ed.D. degrees (1).
 A stadium-packed crowd looked on as the Rev. Gerald Swanson (4), former CLU pastor, and 
his wife, Dr. Jan Bowman, a former CLU English professor, were presented with Honorary Alumni 
Awards in recognition of their contributions to the University. 
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goals in a game,” she said. “Now we are a small army, and everyone got 
in the pool this weekend and contributed and dominated.”
 Although CLU’s players were confident they could win the nation-
al title, they knew more than just skill would be required.
 “You always have to have the passion and the heart,” Hernandez 
said. “If you don’t have the desire, the talent is not important. We were 
ready to work hard and put everything out on the line.”
 Jensen was rewarded for her defense in being named the tour-
nament’s Most Valuable Player. Katie Windsor, Marianne Paradowski, 
Ashley Bentz, Pecel and Blanchard were all-tournament selections. 
Rond was named Division III Coach of the Year.
 “This group is the true essence of a team,” Rond said. “It doesn’t 
have anything to do with them winning or losing, it’s just an incredible 
group of individuals. It’s a wonderful feeling to watch them win this 
because they work so hard.”
 The team celebrated its championship during the van ride back 
to campus before preparing for a long night of studying. Final exams 
began the day after their victory in the pool.  

Reprinted with permission from Ventura County Star, May 7, 2007.

Four years after the program’s inception, CLU women’s water polo team wins school’s first national team title since 1971
our years ago, they had only eight players and four wins. 
Six months ago, they still didn’t have their own pool.
 On May 6, they captured a national title.
 Completing a rapid rags-to-riches ascent, the 
Cal Lutheran women’s water polo team defeated 
Claremont-Mudd-Scripps 10-6 in the champion-
ship game of the Collegiate Division III National 

Championships at UC Santa Cruz.
 “This is just amazing,” CLU senior Michele Hernandez said. “To 
think about becoming national champions back when we first started 
didn’t even seem possible. I could never have dreamed of that.”
 The title was only the second national team championship in 
school history. Cal Lutheran won the NAIA football championship in 
1971.
 Making its first appearance in the three-day tournament, CLU 
(21-10) swept through its five games. The Regals defeated Grove City 
College (Pa.), Washington & Jefferson (Pa.), Cal State East Bay and 
Claremont twice.
 They used a balanced offensive attack and solid defense to beat 
fellow Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference member 
Claremont-Mudd-Scripps in the title game.

 Nicole Pecel had three goals and two assists, Stevie Blanchard had 
two goals and three assists, and Jill Jensen had seven steals, two goals 
and two assists.
 “Coming in here for the first time I wasn’t sure whether we would 
rise to the occasion or flop, and we sure did rise to the occasion,” Cal 
Lutheran coach Craig Rond said. “I think the key is our team is in such 
good condition. In the final game, we never looked tired or worn out.”
 Rond started the water polo program at Cal Lutheran four years 
ago hoping at least a few players who could swim would come out for 
the team. The Regals finished their inaugural season 4-16, but gradually 
established a foundation through recruiting.
 They increased their win total to nine in 2005, 11 last year and 
broke out this year with the 21 victories and national crown. The 
title campaign coincided with the opening of the new on-campus 
Samuelson Aquatics Center five months ago.
 Before having their own pool, the players traveled to Oaks 
Christian School each day to train and practice.
 The only senior on the team, Hernandez has witnessed every step 
along the program’s progression.
 “We were just a little rag-tag group of players that hardly knew 
what we were doing four years ago. We were happy just to score two 

By Rhiannon Potkey   Photo by Tracy Maple
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C
LU’s campus has always offered a serene park-
like setting, but today it adds an educational 
element as well with the introduction of the 
Barbara Collins Arboretum.

 Named for the beloved professor of biology who 
selected and classified the plants and trees, the Barbara 
Collins Arboretum identifies plants using both the com-
mon and scientific names.
 The concept of a CLU arboretum took root in 2004 
when Professor Collins led her Sierra wildflower class on a 
campus tour and realized what a variety of vegetation there 
was.
 “Shortly after that I was approached by Joe Everson 
[former Interim Provost] about the possibility of labeling 
the plants on campus,” she recalls.
 From the outset, Ritch Eich, Vice President for Market-
ing and Communications, envisioned a botanical garden 
that would attract community residents and tourists to 
campus and enhance the University’s reputation.
 Working with Collins, Eich and Mike Adams, Director 
of Publications and Webmaster, oversaw the publication 
of campus maps and brochures for self-guided botanical 
tours, and the creation of a botanical Web site. Mean-
while, Tim Hengst, former Interim Dean of the College of 
Arts and Sciences, helped the project along by researching 
regulations governing the establishment of an arboretum.
 As the others researched and planned, Collins dili-
gently began identifying the plants, initially labeling 22.
 “I soon became quite excited about the project and 
added about 40 new plant labels,” she explains.
 There are approximately 300 different plant species 
on campus and nearly 100 are now identified in three dis-
tinct arboretum tours. 
 The University recognized the professor’s enterprise 
gving the arboretum her name. Collins, in her usual self-
effacing manner, responded: “This has been a vision of 
many people, and I am certainly honored to be a part of 
this project.”
 “By dedicating the campus as an arboretum in Profes-
sor Collins’ honor,” Eich explains, “we recognize a gifted 
and dedicated professor and make a profound statement 
about our natural environment.”

 The establishment of an arboretum, he continues, 
underscores that we are intent on preserving the wonderful 
flora on our campus and want to share this unique resource 
with our community.
 Collins first became interested in plants after receiv-
ing her Ph.D. in geology at the University of Illinois. “I was 
teaching one class there and took two classes in botany. It 
was then that I realized I was in the wrong major,” she says 
with a smile. So, she went back to school as a graduate 
student and majored in botany. 
 In 1963, Collins took a faculty position at CLU. “I 
remember teaching my first class in the identification of 
plants [Plant Taxonomy], and I did not know much more 
than the students. All the chaparral vegetation was com-
pletely new to me.”
 Because she loved botany, Collins did extensive col-
lecting and identifying of plants and started to build the 
herbarium that is located in the Ahmanson Science Cen-
ter. A herbarium, she explains, is a collection of pressed 
plants, all identified and classified into family, genus and 
species.
 Using the plants in the herbarium, Collins was able to 
write her first book, Key to Coastal and Chaparral Flowering 
Plants of Southern California, which was published in 1972 
and is now in its third edition. Collins says she wrote the 
book to help students with plant identification. 
 Since then, Collins has written two books on plants 
of the Southern California deserts, one on wildflowers 
and the other on trees and shrubs, and a book about the 
mountains of Southern California. It has only been in the 
last four years, when she began labeling plants on the CLU 
campus, that she has worked with cultivated plants. 
 In addition to having the arboretum named for her this 
year, Collins was very excited and honored to receive the 
President’s Award for Excellence in Teaching.
 “I love teaching and feel very fortunate to have been 
able to teach here at CLU for 44 years now,” the award 
winner exclaims. “I love the school and have no plans to 
retire. I tell my students that they can come back in five or 
10 years and I will still be here.”  

Seeing the Forest
and the Trees

Visit the Barbara 
Collins Arboretum

In Person: Take a 
botanical tour of campus. 
Pick up maps, brochures 
and other information in the 
Welcome Center.
 
Online: Plants identified 
by Dr. Barbara Collins on 
the California Lutheran 
University campus and 
on Mount Clef (north of 
campus) may be viewed at 
www.callutheran.edu/cg. 
For more information 
about Southern California 
wildflowers and garden 
plants as well as plants 
of the Canadian Rockies, 
please visit Professor Col-
lins’ extensive collection 
at www.callutheran.edu/
plants. 
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Linking Ballparks and Academia
Formerly Provost and Dean of the College at Augsburg College in 
Minneapolis, Minn., Kimball’s scholarly work is in the field of American 
history, specializing in urban history and the history of sport, especial-
ly baseball. It was at Augsburg that the melding of his favorite things 
took root. He and a colleague, a professor of architectural history, 
devised an experiential class, which blended field trips to visit build-
ings connected to the history of the community.
 One student in the class wrote her research paper on a promi-
nent Twin Cities architect from the early 20th century. The student 
found that the architect had once designed a baseball park, the pro-
vost recalls, adding that this was an unexpected discovery – one that 
the teaching team had not considered. They were intrigued.
 “From there, we started looking at other ballparks in the Twin 
Cities as a way of understanding urban change,” Kimball says. One 
park led to another, and the two scholars have since located more 
than a century’s worth of Twin Cities ballparks whose histories tell 
the story of architecture and history in ways that other books on ball-
parks in Philadelphia, Chicago, New York and Atlanta do not.

Achieving National Prominence
Kimball’s ability to synthesize disparate ideas is serving him well as he 
begins his second year at CLU as Provost and Vice President for Aca-
demic Affairs. 
 An author and speaker on academic affairs, Kimball, who is tall, 
thoughtful and possesses a delightful sense of humor, has built a 
distinguished career as a teacher and scholar. Committed to the dis-
tinctive mission and excellence of Lutheran higher education, he has 
proven abilities as an academic leader and administrator. 
 California Lutheran University, not unlike history, is made up 
of many units, he relates. His dream is that each of these units will 
develop a national reputation for high quality, high expectations, high 
theoretical thought and for providing students the opportunity to 
apply those theories.
 “All those things are achievable,” Kimball believes. “Vision and 
commitment are very important. With vision and commitment, many 
colleges have been able to transform who they are.” CLU, he contin-
ues, has high hopes, expectations and dreams. “It’s delightful to see 
those are realizable. If anything, I underestimated what’s here.” 

Anticipating Change
Although the needs of undergraduate and graduate programs may 
differ, Kimball believes that the programs should have a common 
basis, brand or footprint, which ultimately will be reflected through 
graduates’ selection of careers and their desire to be of service. In 
the professional schools, work and service are embedded in the real 
world.

 “Graduates of all programs should be able to articulate how the 
mission statement was reflected in their learning,” he surmises.
 “We have to be flexible and able to adapt,” Kimball emphasizes. 
“The world is different now and what students need to prepare for is 
different. We need to consider what’s the best structure for deliver-
ing what’s new.”
 The deans are already in the process of developing programs 
across disciplines, he notes, but the faculty’s departmental reviews will 
be the real driver for program change. Yet in the face of change, Kim-
ball firmly supports education based on the liberal arts traditions.
 The key to a university’s success lies with its students and faculty. 
“I think the faculty here is terrific,” the provost declares. “If I had a 
wish for them, it would be that they believe that they are as good as 
they really are and feel as appreciated by others as they deserve to 
be.”
 An alumnus of McGill University, Kimball received his Ph.D. from 
The University of Chicago. He is very impressed by CLU’s students. 
As someone fairly new to campus, he views them as “a lot of high 
achievers, very articulate and thoughtful.” He also appreciates the 
diversity of CLU’s student body and the philosophy of the University 
to be inclusive.

CLU’s Unique Challenges 
In the past year, the history professor/administrator has become cog-
nizant of the challenges that face the University. A major roadblock is 
the cost of living in Ventura County. “It has become much clearer to 
me now how difficult the housing market is in recruiting and retaining 
faculty and staff.” 
 Another challenge is the distance to Los Angeles from Thousand 
Oaks. Coming from a school that was just a mile from the downtown 
of a fairly large city and being an avid proponent of experiential learn-
ing, Kimball soon realized that CLU’s location raises some challenges 
to getting access to Los Angeles. Always one to look for solutions 
and interconnections, the provost notes that the experiential learning 
opportunities in Ventura County must be explored and utilized.
 Exploring Ventura County, their new home, is also a goal for 
the Kimball family – wife, Liz; son, Glenn, 13; and daughter, Rachel, 
9. Residing near the CLU campus in Thousand Oaks, the Minnesota 
transplants have found Californians warm and welcoming. Their dog, 
Henry, likes it here, too. He is especially excited about the local dog 
park. 
 As Kimball is learning his way around his new community, he is 
also looking forward to melding the strengths he sees at CLU into a 
future of boundless possibilities. “I knew it [CLU] was a good place 
on the move. A year later, I see it’s a very good place definitely on the 
move with lots of opportunity.”  

History Buff Looks to the Future
ortunate is the man who can 

integrate his favorite hobby with 

his professional life.

 Such a person is Chris Kimball, Ph.D., 

CLU’s Provost and Vice President for 

Academic Affairs. He absolutely loves 

baseball. He dotes on American urban 

history. And, he’s avid about research.

 Somewhere along the line, these three 

seemingly unrelated interests converged 

for Kimball, resulting in his unique area 

of expertise, the development of a course 

blending urban history with architecture 

(including baseball parks), and sufficient 

material for a soon-to-be-published book.

By Carol Keochekian ’81
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their local communities and found opportunities through her con-
nections in the mayor’s office. 
 “I began to work with LAUSD teachers to prepare their stu-
dents to participate in local neighborhood councils and teach them 
about the importance of their involvement,” she says. “I learned right 
away that the key to success is in equipping the kids with the skills 
to make the kind of changes they need, and the civic engagement 
opportunities have been an ideal way to do that.”
  Hoang’s work with the various organizations proved to be just 
the beginning of her mission to better the opportunities for youth 
within their communities. 
 She started incorporating her policy work in the curriculum she 
had established for her students at CLU, and began teaching them 
how to prepare a policy and present it to a governing board. She 
also invited them to participate in various conferences and events 
they otherwise would have missed. 
 “I have tried to teach my students to not just become advo-
cates, but agents of change,” she says.
 It is a lesson she has remained dedicated to teach in her new 
role with the environment.

T
here was a time when 
Haco Hoang was an 
ordinary teenager with 
a dream to make a dif-
ference in the world. 
She wasn’t seeking fame 
and wasn’t focused on 
fortune, but rather the 
chance to make a change.
 “I grew up in an 
area where there wasn’t 
a lot of money, and a lot 
of my friends came from 

unstable family situations,” she says. “I began to see the kind 
of effects the lack of money and stability was having on my 
peers. It wasn’t uncommon to become part of a gang, get 
involved with drugs, or to get pregnant.”
 It was these effects that stayed at the forefront of 
Hoang’s mind as she began to fulfill her dream.

An Agent of Change
Hoang, who has served as a professor in the Political Science Depart-
ment at CLU since 2005, was born in Vietnam and moved to a work-
ing class neighborhood in the San Fernando Valley when she was two.
 “I was fortunate to have grown up with a strong family structure, 
but I learned that it is the structure and community environment that 
is the cause of many problems that our society faces,” she says. “I 
wanted to work to become part of a solution.”
 She graduated from high school in 1990 and enrolled in the 
University of California, Santa Barbara where she studied political 
science. She graduated cum laude in 1994 before enrolling in the 
doctoral program at Boston University, and it wasn’t long before she 
worked her way to a position that gave her the opportunity to begin 
to fulfill her dream.
 In 2002, Hoang returned to Los Angeles from Boston and 
became an assistant professor in the Political Science Department at 
Mount Saint Mary’s College before joining then Councilman Antonio 
Villaraigosa’s team in 2004. 
 While working for Villaraigosa, and eventually with Councilman 
Jose Huizar, Hoang began building a resume that included budget 

planning, policy work and even campaign planning. But her heart was 
in aiding troubled youth to live better lives.
  Two years ago, Hoang became involved with L.A. Bridges, an 
organization established in the 1990s with a goal of providing preven-
tion and intervention programs for youth, specifically those involved 
in gangs. Hoang focused her work on assisting female gang members 
to transition to a more stable lifestyle. 

She didn’t stop there
Last year Hoang began working with a new organization called “Learn 
and Earn” whose slogan is “Hire L.A.’s Youth.” The program was 
designed to prepare at-risk high school students for the California 
High School Exit Exam and assist in vocational training by placing the 
students in summer apprenticeships. Hoang found it rewarding to 
help students who otherwise were likely to be on the streets to get 
a head start in what had become an increasingly competitive work-
force. She was no stranger to their needs.
 Having experienced firsthand what some of the students were 
dealing with in their neighborhoods, Hoang was a perfect role model. 
She began to find projects that would strengthen youth interest in 

Breaking Barriers
Mission Possible
Shortly after Villaraigosa was elected mayor of Los Ange-
les in 2005, he introduced the Million Trees Los Angeles 
(MTLA) initiative. The goals of the initiative are to plant 1 
million trees and promote environmental activism in a city 
that is well known for its historic smog.
 A year later, Villaraigosa partnered with such organiza-
tions as Tree People and Los Angeles Conservation Corps 
in a shared effort to make Los Angeles the greenest urban 
city in the world. The mayor’s intent has been to involve 
the community, including local youth; and in April, the exec-
utive director of MTLA approached Hoang for assistance.
 “The Mayor was looking for ways to get the youth 
interested in helping, and I was looking for a new project 
for the kids,” she says. It was the ideal situation for their 
interests to merge.
 In November, Hoang will be part of a youth conference 
in Los Angeles that will focus on environmental issues. She 
plans to again invite her CLU students to participate in the 
conference as well as other MTLA events including efforts 
to reforest Griffith Park after the recent fires.

 “It is our goal to get young people interested in becoming a part 
of the solution,” she says. “It is our hope that some of them even 
decide to pursue a career or educational tracks in green industries.”
 She is also collaborating with several volunteers in the entertain-
ment industry to mentor youth on producing a documentary on the 
environment. The finished product will debut at the conference in 
November.
 Though Hoang has found success in pursuing her dream of 
promoting change, her mission is far from complete.
 “I am someone who believes that when we provide a more 
positive structural environment, that is when changes will be made,” 
she says. “We have to not only encourage youth participation 
but also create or find opportunities that will sustain their civic 
involvement.”  

POLITICAL SCIENCE PROFESSOR USES  
CIVIC ENGAGEMENT AS A TOOL FOR AT-RISK yOUTH By Jannette Jauregui ’03

Haco Hoang, Ph.D.

A group of youth from inner city Los Angeles enjoy a day at the historic Little Theater at Fox Studios. The group 
met with filmmakers to learn how to make documentaries in preparation for making their own documentary about 
environmental activism. Their film will debut at a youth conference on global warming and climate change in November.
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$200 apiece. These test tubes are carefully stored in a cryopressure 
tank (funded by a Community Leaders Association gift) until they are 
needed.
 From their frozen world, the cells are defrosted and placed in tis-
sue culture flasks with a small amount of growth medium for incuba-
tion at body temperature, and then into a thicker collagen solution 
(think red JELL-O) that provides the “scaffold” or structure for the cells 
to grow. Students study different types of scaffolds and how mechani-
cal forces like gravity affect those cells. They use the lab’s characteriza-
tion facility (mechanical tester machine) to measure the mechanical 
properties of the scaffold. 
 “For example, if you think of the skin that forms your eyelid, it’s dif-
ferent from the skin on the bottom of your foot because of the differ-
ent forces on those cells,” Shaw explains. “Physics helps us predict out-
comes, using mathematical models, on how forces like gravity work.”
 By bringing basic precepts of physics and engineering to biology, 
the goal is to establish the underlying relationships between the struc-
ture of tissues and their mechanical function, and in turn, how their 
mechanical function affects cell behavior.
 “Our research is to establish those relationships,” he continues, 
“combining microscopy, mechanical characterizations, engineered  

tissue synthesis and mathematical modeling. In doing so, development 
costs and time to market are reduced through ‘first-pass’ design suc-
cess.” 

From skin grafts to bone regeneration
Practical applications are many, from the potential to help astronauts in 
space resist muscle mass loss due to zero gravity, to the development 
of custom skin grafts for different parts of the body, to the discovery 
of how best to treat a particular disease. For bioengineering major and 
Swenson summer intern Patricia Lorraine Mutyaba ’10, it was the field’s 
sheer potential that inspired her choice of major.
 “I always wanted to do tissue engineering,” she explains. “I come 
from Uganda, where we had the Discovery Channel. I was an avid 
viewer. I saw a program on tissue engineering and the thought of just 
being able to come up with a better way to regrow bone, or regener-
ate cells to replace an organ, fascinated me. I met Dr. Shaw when I was 
working on a research project my freshman year. He encourages you. 
He makes you believe you can do great things.”
 And they can. CLU bioengineering graduates have found a market 
eager for their skills. Alissa Doerfler ’05 is working at Fziomed in San 
Luis Obispo, helping to develop injectable bone cements for spinal 

Bioengineering
Where science, math and computing meet

By Marsha Anderson
Photography by Brian Stethem ’04

t’s the kind of growth most Fortune 500 companies would 
envy … CLU’s bioengineering major is taking off, quadru-
pling its numbers since the major was started in fall 2003. 
And while shares aren’t traded on the stock exchange, the 
ultimate returns – progress in how wounds heal and other 

potential solutions for medical problems – could benefit us all.
 But there’s more. Students as early as their freshman year are 
doing exciting original research, and reporting on that research at 
international conferences alongside doctors and scientists from all over 
the world. CLU is also hosting some of those conferences, bringing 
industry groups to campus to get to know the students personally and 
become mentors for them.
 That’s the latest news from Mike Shaw, Ph.D., Professor of Bioengi-
neering and Physics, and Director of the Center for Integrated Science 
and Bioengineering at CLU, a place where physics and mathematics 
intersect with biology, physics and computing. In addition, Shaw and 
his colleagues, Drs. Janet Scheel (physics), Craig Reinhart (computer 
science), Dennis Revie (biology/biochemistry), David Marcey and Ken 
Long, (biology), Kavin Tsang and Michele LeBlanc (exercise science), 
are involved in research with their students throughout the year as 
well as in special Swenson-funded summer internships (see page 20).  

 As Shaw explains, “We emphasize research experience and stu-
dent presentations at scientific conferences – and that’s unusual. A 
more typical student experience in a lab is washing test tubes. Here, 
we say, come up with a research project. And as our students present 
their findings at conferences, they are getting noticed!”

Tissue culture research…and more
Along with the individual exposure and resumé building that the 
research approach fosters, there’s another difference in this major 
– the teamwork that pervades students’ experiences. “Team” is more 
than a concept as students apply knowledge from many disciplines and 
co-publish their research findings with their professors.
 A 2006 article, for example, published in the Journal of Materials 
Research, carries a byline with Shaw’s name preceded by the names of 
seven CLU students and that of a Baxter scientist who collaborated on 
the research. “Team” also extends to having local high school students 
volunteer as helpers on CLU students’ summer research.  
 For Shaw and his students, it’s all happening in CLU’s bioengi-
neering labs, where cutting-edge research experiments are focused 
on tissue engineering. First, cryopreserved cells are purchased in test 
tubes no larger than a pinky finger from a biomedical supplier for 
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Dr. Michael Shaw (right) works with Joshua 
Lee ’08 on a tissue culture experiment on how 
wounds heal. It is Lee’s second summer as a 
Swenson intern.
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M
any prominent universities are 
contemplating how to renew their 
social contract with the public. 
Major initiatives have been launched 

to build university/community partnerships that 
focus on addressing key social problems such as 
health disparities, affordable housing and violent 
crimes. Forging solutions to these specific problems 
requires attention to the larger goal of social justice 
– how we make our society more equitable and 
more compassionate.
 Ventura County is rich with organizations that 
promote social justice and encourage social action. 
In December, CLU created a Center for Equality 
and Justice (CEJ) to serve as a nexus for commu-
nity collaboration in the promotion of equality and 
justice by integrating teaching, learning, service and 
community-based research.
 CLU students played a pivotal role in shaping 
the emphases of the CEJ. For example, last fall, 13 
students in CLU’s “Sexuality and Society” course 
opted to participate in a service-learning project 
which involved extra training sessions in “HIV/AIDS 
101” and “Social Change Theater.” The students 
then created one of the events that made up Ven-
tura County’s commemoration of World AIDS 
Day 2006 and assisted event organizers throughout 
the two-day series of events.
 Junior sociology major and religion minor  
Ashley Medley’s reflections on her experiences 
help to capture the power of service-learning: 

My heart and energy were so submerged in 
the course of this service-learning experience 
that some days it was all I could think about . 
. . It was deeply upsetting to learn the extent 
to which people are suffering . . . I received 
such a high quality of empathy, experience, 
education and joy that anything I gave is 
immeasurably small in comparison. But I gave 
my time, my energy, my compassion, and my 
heart, which are some of the most important 
things I believe a person can give.

 The new outcome-oriented Center not only 
produces curriculum with an emphasis on service-
learning and fosters campus-wide and community-
based collaborations for events but also serves as 
a resource to connect community members with 
local researchers and to involve CLU students 
in research projects. Erika Galaviz ’07, a sociol-
ogy major, had the opportunity to intern with 
C.A.U.S.E. (Coastal Alliance United for Economic 
Sustainability) last spring as a research assistant for 
one of its studies.  
 We envision the CEJ becoming a leading coali-
tion builder for social activism in the region. Within 
the next year we will complete a new database 
of social services agencies and individuals and 
develop faculty research projects in collaboration 
with community organizations on topics such as 
health disparities, community development and 
immigration. And, it is with great excitement that 
we are collaborating with community organizations 
to produce campus events like Ventura County’s 
annual commemoration of World AIDS Day, and 
to develop a new “signature” event that will focus 
on key social issues affecting the county.  
 By addressing some of the key issues of our 
times – social inequality, economic justice and 
diverse cultural identities – the Center for Equality 
and Justice offers practical assistance to the com-
munity, and links the people and resources of CLU 
to the needs of Ventura County. As we work to 
secure more funding and the Center grows, it will 
continue to support CLU’s mission to produce 
informed, thoughtful graduates capable of leading 
and thriving in increasingly diverse workplaces and 
civic institutions.   

Dr. Adina Nack is Associate Pro-
fessor of Sociology and Director of 
the Center for Equality and Justice 
at CLU. As a medical sociologist, 
her research and teaching interests 
include social inequality, social psy-
chology, gender and sexuality.

A Search for Truth and a 
Call for Freedom

New CLU Center Seeks to Unite Ventura County’s Social Justice Communities

By Adina Nack, Ph.D.

“Great universities 

should be judged not 

just by the quality 

of their research, 

the learning of their 

students, and the 

contributions and 

accomplishments of 

their graduates, but 

also by their service 

to democratic society 

as critic, conscience, 

and public 

intellectual and by 

their preparation 

of students for 

citizenship.” 

Fallis 2005

FACULTY VIEWPOINT

implants, research very similar to her work at CLU. Candace Bragg 
’06 recently interned at Second Sight, a Sylmar company founded to 
create retinal prostheses to give sight to people blinded due to retinal 
degeneration, and now is a documentation associate in Quality Con-
trol Test Technology at Baxter Bioscience in Thousand Oaks. And 
Rachel Mooney ’06, a biochemistry major, is in a graduate program at 
the University of Colorado (Boulder) Department of Chemical and 
Biological Engineering. 

Sharing the podium with PhDs
Present CLU undergraduates are already seeing the benefits of their 
major. They can attend monthly meetings of the local chapter of the 
largest engineering society in the world, the Institute of Electrical and 
Electronics Engineers, held right on campus. The group won a global 
“best chapter” award for its focus on CLU students. Students have 
also presented at international Materials Research Society and Society 
for Biomaterials conferences, and at a recent Wound Healing Society 
conference. 
 Undergraduates may apply for Swenson summer internships to 
work with faculty on projects. Joshua Lee ’08 is splitting his summer 

– halftime as a Swenson intern at CLU working with Shaw, and half-
time at the 2007 Stanford Pre-Medical Summer Program, where he’ll 
receive mentoring from Stanford med students, workshops on health 
issues and lectures from faculty. Lee achieved what Shaw calls an 
“unprecedented” accomplishment, netting the coveted slot at Stan-
ford. Maybe it was his recent presentation at the 2007 Society for Bio-
materials in Chicago or the one at the Los Angeles Tissue Engineering 
Initiative at UCLA that got Stanford’s attention. 
 As Shaw explains, “We are not trying to recruit and brainwash 
everyone into becoming a bioengineer. We just want to bring in great 
students and raise academic quality by exposing them to genuine 
academic experiences. It’s really all about who’s in the program—the 
students and the faculty and the company contacts. That’s what builds 
the network.”   

Marsha Anderson is Associate Director of Foundation Relations at CLU. A 
former marketing instructor and public relations executive, she has pub-
lished numerous articles and has won writing awards from the International 
Association of Business Communicators and the Public Relations Society of 
America.

Jump Starting  
Science Research
Opportunities for faculty-student science 
research are increasing at CLU, thanks to Jim 
and Sue Swenson.
 In the summer of 2006, the Swensons 
funded a successful pilot internship program 
for science majors. This summer 11 students 
(two of them for half the summer), whose 
proposals were approved by a faculty 
committee, are working on their research 
projects as Swenson Summer Science Interns, 
according to Della Greenlee, Director of 
Foundation Relationships and Scholarship 
Development. The students each receive 
$4,000 to complete summer research 
projects focusing on various topics 
in the real world of science and 
technology. 
 The committee, comprised of 
several faculty members in the Sci-
ence Department and chaired by 
Dennis Revie, Ph.D., selected the 
students based on their overall 
academic performance as well as 
written proposals of their research. 
A minimum grade point average of 
3.30 is required of each applicant. The 
students selected for 2007 summer intern-
ships are majoring in physics, math, bioengineer-
ing, biology, and exercise science and sports medicine. They will complete 
their research while working full time with a CLU faculty mentor during 
the summer and will present the results to the Swensons in October.
 The full-time summer interns are Michael Calkins of Holly, Mich.; 
Thomas Estus of Simi Valley; Tiffany Linville of Ventura; Nate Mihoch of 

Herlong; Laura Morris of West Linn, Ore.; Garrett Mosley of West-
lake Village; Lorraine Mutyaba of Kampala, Uganda; Grante Norte 

of Moreno Valley; and Sam Walton of Sacramento. Terri Kimmel of 
Camarillo and Josh Lee of Fresno are half-summer interns.
 The program has been made possible by a $50,000 gift from the 
Swenson Family Foundation. The Swensons of Dana Point have played an 
important, consistent role in supporting many CLU students. They have 
provided both scholarships and grants and earlier this year pledged $5 
million toward the construction of a new science facility.    
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ABOVE: Dr. Janet Scheel (center) and Swenson summer 
interns Lorraine Mutyaba ’10 (left) and Terri Kimmel 
’08 analyze the patterns formed in convection cells.

LEFT:  Square patterns generated by summer intern 
Lorraine Mutyaba from a numerical simulation.
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 “For more than an 
hour, the children clapped, 
danced and serenaded us 
with native songs,” he says. 
“We thought we were com-
ing to help them and found 
ourselves moved beyond 
words within moments of 
our arrival.”  
 According to the CLU 
alumnus, most of the chil-
dren at El Shaddai show 
signs of post-traumatic stress 
disorder but they all still 
want the chance to go to 
school. 
 “They know they are in 
a poor and unstable society, 
they know HIV is a reality 
they live with every day, but 
they are very resilient and 
keep faith that there must 
be a better life than this,” he 
explains.  
 Seper, a loan officer 
and real estate agent with 
Mortgage One Lending, 
describes his journey to 
Africa as a life-chang-
ing experience. He found 
Rwanda to be a beautiful, 
God-centered country and 
is still astonished when he 
thinks about how wide the 
smiles were on the faces of 
so many children facing an 
uncertain future. 
 “Before I went to 
Rwanda, I had a lot of con-
cerns about going to such an unstable country. Selfishly, I was also a 
little worried about what I was going to do for two and a half weeks 
without my iPod or television,” he says. 

 But while in Rwanda, 
where the average life 
expectancy is 38 years, all 
Seper could think about was 
the fact that we have one life 
to live. What are we going 
to do with it? What is our 
purpose and what does God 
want us to do?
 “These are things I didn’t 
think much about in the 
states, but it was all I could 
think about when I was in 
Africa.”
 There is still a lot of 
work to do to get El Shaddai 
on solid ground, Seper 
points out. The decrepit con-
dition of the warehouse and 
the constant threat of evic-
tion by the government have 
made finding a permanent 
site an urgent priority. 
 In response to this need, 
Christ Lutheran Church 
has spearheaded an effort 
to relocate the orphanage. 
Having identified a piece of 
property, the church is now 
trying to secure the funds to 
purchase it. 
 “Our hope is that some-
day the 400 children of El 
Shaddai will have a home 
that is suitable for their 
developmental needs,” Seper 
says, “including roofs that 
don’t leak, land to grow  
their own food, drinkable 

water, bathrooms, desks and proper school supplies.” It is upon these 
very basic needs that their futures will begin to take hold – and 
bloom.  

“It’s hard to forget them because they are so keen and aware.”

Children at El Shaddai Orphanage
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hat a beautiful 
day in the first 

world!” Stephen 
Seper ’98 beams 

from his office in San 
Diego. His apprecia-

tion for this beautiful Southern California day is heightened by 
memories of last year’s missionary trip to Rwanda. 
 The opportunity to go to Rwanda presented itself to 
Seper in February 2006 when a member of the mission-
ary team organized by Christ Lutheran Church in San Diego 
dropped out on short notice, and he was called upon as the 
substitute. 
 The church has 
pledged $48,000 
to El Shaddai 
Orphanage in Kigali 
to feed and bed 400 
children orphaned by 
the 1994 genocide 
and aftermath. Team 
leader, psychiatrist 
and Lutheran pastor 
Dr. Paul Oas assem-
bled the 10-member 
team whose main 
objective was to pro-
vide therapy to the 
children and staff of 
El Shaddai suffering 
from post-traumatic 
stress disorder. A 
secondary objec-
tive was to perform 
reconstructive work on the orphanage that still bears the scars 
of the conflict. 
 Before Seper headed to Kigali, the capital of Rwanda in 
the Great Lakes region of central Africa, he was forewarned 
that the conditions were not going to be favorable. The U.S. 
State Department characterized Rwanda as a dangerous 
developing country still recovering from the 1994 civil war and 
genocide that decimated the Tutsi population.

 What’s more, there was some concern that conflict might 
erupt in neighboring Burundi, a country with a similar cultural 
makeup to that of Rwanda. Among the many warnings Seper 
received was not to say the words “Hutu” or “Tutsi” while in 
Rwanda. Those words are illegal, and the punishment for utter-
ing them is jail.  
  The 1994 conflict took a devastating toll. An estimated 
800,000 to 1 million ethnic Tutsis and moderate Hutus were 
killed during the 100-day genocide. During the conflict, Hutu 
extremists reportedly used mass rape as a torture tactic 
sparking the subsequent AIDS epidemic that has claimed the 
lives of thousands more. Today, it is estimated that one in nine 

Rwandans is HIV-
positive, and 40,000 
babies are born to 
HIV-infected moth-
ers each year.
 The El Shaddai 
Orphanage took 
shape shortly after 
the conflict as thou-
sands of people, 
displaced from their 
homes and villages, 
flooded the capital 
in search of food, 
shelter, jobs and 
support services. 
El Shaddai, previ-
ously an abandoned 
warehouse, became 
a place for the 
poverty stricken to 
leave the children 

they could no longer afford to feed and care for. Many chil-
dren found their own way to the orphanage as the only safe 
alternative to a dangerous life on the streets. 
 Given this tragic history, Seper anticipated the orphanage 
would be a depressed and solemn place. Instead, the children 
of El Shaddai greeted the missionary team with a spirited wel-
come that would be one of the cornerstone experiences of 
his journey. 

By Mitzi Ward   Photographs courtesy of Stephen Seper ’98

“Although I tried not to play favorites, it happened with Yvette and Yvonne.”
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the most basic provisions of life, 
then by God’s command, something 
has to be done.”
 Ascension provided the money, 
but the villagers provided the labor. 
LWR practices a philosophy of 
helping called “accompaniment,” 
which centers on empowering 
those in need, rather than just doing 
for them. 
 So LWR supplied a water 
engineer, project overseer, tools and 
other resources and trained the vil-
lagers to build their own dam. For 
three months, women broke up 
rock – 100 tons of it – while men 
did the heavy labor. Their payment 
was food – and eventually, water.
 “This accompaniment idea cuts 
right through the arrogant idea [of 
giving someone a handout],” said 
Berg. “You are valuing what these 
people are bringing to the table. 
They may not have the tools and that may be where we can help. 
But they are very capable.”
 “It’s not a hand out, it’s a hand up,” added Wennes, noting that 
villagers told them, “We don’t need your clothes or your food; what 
we need are your skills.”
 Thrilled to see the dam and its now plentiful water, Wennes 
and Berg were even more moved by the villagers, who welcomed 
them with infectious jubilance. Under that stately acacia tree, they 
sang and danced (and Wennes danced, too) and dined on a special 
meal of chickpeas, rice, potato bread and cooked pumpkin leaves.
 The villagers made them feel like honored guests, said Berg, as 
she recalled one gentleman’s comment: “To think that you came all 
the way from America to Africa and out of all the places to go in 
Africa, you came here to see us.” 
 Ascension’s reach was not limited to Kilisa. The church, includ-
ing its schoolchildren, who raised $10,000 in a jog-a-thon, donated a 
total of $107,000, enough not only to build the initial dam but also 
to fund several other smaller water projects. 
 Berg and Wennes also visited Mbeetwani Village, where the 
overflow from Ascension’s giving helped build a sand dam. Another 
sand dam was created in Iiani Village. There, Berg and Wennes met 

25 women farmers who grow maize, sorghum, chickpeas and lentils. 
The seed is provided by LWR, but the women must repay with seed 
(which is given to others in need) and they are doing so twice over, 
Berg explained. 
 The women hosted a small repast for Wennes and Berg of 
grilled corn cut off the cob and, recognizing that the two Americans 
could not drink the water, soda pop.
 “This was quite a sacrifice for them to go out and buy soda 
pop for us,” Wennes pointed out. “This was really a little bit of a 
Communion. We didn’t have bread; we had corn. We didn’t have 
wine; we had soda pop. It was really a breaking of bread with these 
women.”
 In their collage of memories, that is one of the many standouts, 
the two women said. On this trip, they saw the dams, but they also 
came face to face with an inspiring, living faith demonstrated in the 
joyful, God-centered nature of the Kenyan people. On the warm, 
dusty plains of Kenya, God’s children met, communed over a meal of 
corn and soda pop, and are forever entwined.

Susanne Hopkins is a longtime professional journalist and Director of 
Lay Ministry/Pastoral Care at Ascension Lutheran Church.
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n the top  
photo, people 
wait under a 
stately acacia 
tree in Kenya. 
Opposite 
them, wooden 

chairs the color of dust, 
some with vibrant lime 
green cushions, are lined 
up in a tidy row. It is a pic-
ture snapped at a moment 
of expectancy, for there is a 
sense that something is 
about to happen. A celebra-
tion, perhaps.
 Ah, yes, a celebra-
tion. For the villagers in the 
Makueni District in Kenya were preparing to welcome two 
women, representatives of a church in far-away Thousand 
Oaks, Calif., USA, who were coming to see them. Together, 
they would celebrate the gift of water—and 
hope.
 Mary Wennes, M.S. ’80, (center photo, 
right) and Amanda (Boggs ’92) Berg (center 
photo, left), both graduates of California 
Lutheran University, traveled to the village of 
Kilisa to see water. What they found was joy 
and a living faith.

 Last year, Kilisa women and children 
walked as much as five miles, sometimes sev-
eral times a day, to find sources of water for 
their families, crops and livestock. Even then, the 
water was not always clean. 
 Today, clean water flows freely in Kilisa. 
Women bearing bright yellow jugs on their 
backs walk just a short distance for water that 
spills over a subsurface dam. Children, who once spent their 
days seeking water, are back in school. Crops and livestock can 
be watered. Life is different.
 That’s because Ascension Lutheran Church took on the 
challenge last November of raising $70,000 to pay for a sub-
surface dam for the village. The project, dubbed “Living Water,” 
was administered by Lutheran World Relief (LWR), a disaster 

relief agency that also seeks to eliminate 
rural poverty through cooperative proj-
ects. LWR had identified Kilisa as an area 
for which clean water was crucial.
 “The last three seasons, rainfall 
has been scarce. Crops have failed. 
[Villagers] have lived off emergency 
food rations,” reported the Rev. Don 
Haven, LWR’s director of western state 
mission advancement, when he visited 

Ascension in April.
 The new dam will change all that, and it will last 100 years 
or more, he said, adding, “You people of Ascension helped 
build a miracle.” 
 They didn’t set out to “build a miracle.” The 2,800-mem-
ber church just wanted to help.
 “We have a need to give,” said the Rev. Tim Delkeskamp 
’92, Ascension’s associate pastor. When people have more than 
they need and when there are people who do not have even 

By Susanne Hopkins   Photographs courtesy of Amanda Berg ’92
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Class Representative
Linda (Gulsrud) Harris
lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net

’64

Class Representative
Ruth Ann Johnson
raj1036@aol.com

’65
Jim Huchthausen, Cambria, Calif., retired 
in 2002 as a college instructor and now 
spends his time tutoring and volunteering 
with Habitat for Humanity and the Alzheim-
er’s organization as well as driving the Cam-
bria community bus. He also keeps busy with 
glass art and updating his political Web page. 

Barry Wohrle, San Diego, Calif., is a 
retired Juvenile Probation Officer. He was a 
delegate to the Pacifica Synod assembly that 
met in Hawaii in May. “It’s a tough assign-
ment, but someone had to do it,” Barry says.

Class Representative
Judy Halweg
judybugila@aol.com

’66
Paul Christ, Hickory, N.C., retired from 
full-time congregational ministry and now 
serves as Interim Pastor for Resurrection 
Lutheran Church in Kings Mountain. He 
enjoys spending time with his children and 
grandchildren. 

David Foege, Ph.D., Naples, Fla., some-
times referred to as “Nine-Lives Dave,” 
underwent adult stem cell cardiac treat-
ment and rehabilitation at Bangkok Heart 
Hospital in Thailand last summer. Prior to 
the successful TheraVitae procedure, he had 
sought treatment for end stage heart failure 
in Houston and Rio de Janeiro. Dave, now 
a vocal advocate for adult stem cell therapy, 
testified before a Congressional hearing in 
April. To learn more about this new tech-
nology and to read Dave’s statement that 

was read into the Congressional Record by 
Sen. Chuck Grassley of Iowa, visit www.
prleap.com/pr/73874/ or Google “Nine-Lives 
Dave.”

Class Representatives
David and Janet (Monson) Andersen
janetemandersen@yahoo.com

’67
Fred Johnston, San Marcos, Calif., is a 
retired C.P.A. and serves as Chair of the 
Architectural and Landscaping 
Committee of his home-
owner’s association. He and 
Susan (Redmond ’71) 
have been married 37 years. 

Class Representative
Gerry Price
doodlesdad@aol.com

’68
Catherine (Story) Hutt, Burbank, Calif., 
is a retired engineer and volunteers with Boy 
Scouts of America-Verdugo Hills Council, 
Burbank Noon Kiwanis and Burbank Tourna-
ment of Roses. She and her husband, Rob-
ert, are celebrating 25 years of marriage.

Steven Jensen, San Antonio, Texas, is a 
professor at San Antonio College and Chair 
of the Child Development Department. 
He and his wife, Lois (Lerud ’69), own 
Jensen’s Yamaha Music School. They are cel-
ebrating their 40th wedding anniversary this 
summer. 

 Class Representatives
Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day
jimjudy@citlink.net

’69
Kathleen “Kay” Hanson, Aiken, S.C., is 
an instructor in special education at Univer-
sity of South Carolina Aiken. She is finishing 
her Ph.D. dissertation from the University of 

Sports summits, youth 
development, helping 
to bring peace to a 

racially divided country . . . 
I anticipated none of these 
opportunities when my hus-
band, Thom, and I moved to the 
322-island country of Fiji in 2003. 
 Thom and I were leading 
spiritual retreats in the U.S., and 
I taught at an arts college. We 
were also writing a book to help 
individuals experience the peace 
that exists within them, based on 
truths revealed by Jesus, Buddha 
and other spiritual teachers. 
 Then we received the call to come to Fiji, the 
land of parrots and papayas, hibiscus and frangipani, 
where Fijian villagers live in accord with the cycles of 
nature. It is humanity’s primordial home. Indeed, all 
major religions have come from a situation such as 
this, where simplicity and attunement with nature are 
key.  
 We bought land on a remote rainforest island, 
eight hours away by ferry from Suva, Fiji’s capital 
city, and began building a 500-square-foot, 10-sided 
house where we would write and teach. 
 Because of my Ph.D. in educational policy and 
strategic planning, I was hired immediately to assist 
the Ministry of Youth and Sports in preparing for 
Fiji’s first national sports summit. I knew little about 
sports policy, but my skills turned out to be transfer-
able. 
 During the next two years, I helped the Ministry 
develop Fiji’s first 20-Year Youth Development Plan, 
trained staff in visioning and planning, and led national 
meetings for a cadre of youth workers assigned to 
villages throughout the country. 
 Meanwhile, Thom and I presented retreats on 
Koro Island and in Suva, bringing together people 
of different races, cultures and religions to explore 
being at peace. These retreats became the core of 
our work, as Fiji had experienced three coups since 
1987, and the threat of a fourth coup loomed on the 
horizon.
 When our book was finished, an Australian  
businessman who had attended our first retreat  

provided start-up funding, and we began using The 
Isle of Is: A Guide to Awakening in our work.
 By late 2006, the Ministry of National Unity 
had asked us to lead retreats for its staff and for 
young leaders. Inspired by our book, a Member 
of Parliament asked us to offer a retreat for 
Parliamentarians. 
 Then, on Dec. 5, the Army Commander took 
over Fiji’s government in a bloodless coup. The Prime 
Minister and Members of Parliament were dismissed, 
and immediately funds became too tight to engage 
consultants. The new government focused on clean-
ing up corruption, and our work was put on hold.
 Multi-racial peacemaking seemed essential if Fiji 
was to move beyond the coup culture, so we have 
increased our community retreats and begun build-
ing a core group of Fijians and others committed to 
working for peace, beginning at the personal level. 
New doors have opened, to help nurses, doctors 
and university students experience inner peace.
 Friends ask if Thom and I will return to live in the 
U.S.  For us, the task of peacemaking in Fiji is far from 
over. This will be our home until we receive our next 
call.

Caroline’s essay about life in Fiji titled “Everywhere Is 
Home” won first place in the TransitionsAbroad.Com 
2007 Expatriate Writing Contest. The article and photos 
can be found at www.transitionsabroad.com/listings/liv-
ing/articles/living_in_fiji_rhythms_of_native_life.shtml. 
For more information on Caroline and her husband, 
Thom Cronkite, visit www.thecenterwithin.com.

Parrots, Papayas, and Peace
By Caroline Cottom ’64, Ph.D.
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Left: Caroline at home visiting with Pali the parrot.  

Right: Fijians, Fiji Indians and Kiribatians join Caroline (standing, second 
from left) and husband Thom (not pictured) at a spiritual retreat.
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Tracy Downs ’88, M.D., delivered 
the keynote address at the Honors Day 
Convocation in April. A recurring theme of his 
talk was “life scars ... do you have heavenly life 
insurance?”
 “As a surgeon,” Downs said, “I deal with 
physical scars every day, most of them created 
by me... But what about life’s scars, those that 
you can’t see on the surface?” Everyone needs 
a heavenly care provider to help handle life 
scars, he told the students.
 Downs graduated from CLU with a 
degree in biological science and attended 
medical school at University of California, San 
Diego. He completed his urology residency 
at the Harvard Medical School and a urologic 
oncology fellowship at University of California, 
San Francisco. Now an assistant professor of 
surgery/urology at UC San Diego, his research 
is focused on developing a prostate cancer 
clinical database and radioisotope studies to 
help improve the early detection of bone 
metastasis.

Honors Day Speaker
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com. Michael is Director of Publications and 
Webmaster at CLU.

Adrian Lee, Palos Verdes Estates, Calif., 
is Vice President of Strategic Sourcing for 
Trinity Industries, Inc., an industrial holding 
company. 

Lyndell (Olson) Powell, Monument, Colo., 
retired from teaching, and she and her hus-
band, Dave, are living their dream of retire-
ment in Colorado. They celebrated their 
36th wedding anniversary in June.

Class Representative
Claudine (Dumelle) Linzer
daisyridgesud@bellsouth.net

’73
Bob and Laisné (Smith ’74) Hamilton, 
Lakeport, Calif., both teach special education 
for Lakeport Unified School District. Bob is 
at Clear Lake High School and Laisné is at 
Terrace Middle School. Laisné volunteers 
with the Free Kitchen Project and Thrivent 
Financial for Lutherans. Bob is involved 
with the California Association of Resource 
Specialists and Special Educators (CARS+), 
and Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. They 
traveled to Spain and Hawaii last year.  

Mike Sheppard, Mason, Ohio, is Wide 
Receivers Coach with the Cincinnati Bengals. 
He has been coaching in the NFL for 14 
years.

Brian Wilcox, Ph.D., Lincoln, Neb., is 
a professor of psychology at University of 
Nebraska and serves as Director of the Uni-
versity’s Center on Children, Families and the 
Law. Brian spent 2005 in Porto Alegre, Brazil, 
as a Senior Fulbright Scholar, and this year 
he was awarded the Nicholas Hobbs Child 
Advocacy Research Award by the American 
Psychological Association. He is a member 
of the board of directors for the Christian 
Children’s Fund.

Class Representative
Lea Lamp
LampLea@hotmail.com

’74
Tetelle (Widoff) Fridrich, Bellingham, 
Wash., is a master teacher/reading specialist 
and substitute teaches in four school districts 
in Whatcom County. She volunteers with the 
Boys and Girls Club of Whatcom and formed 
a small fellowship group within her church. 
Tetelle and her husband, Ward, recently  

 

enjoyed a holiday in San Jose Del Cabo, 
Mexico, which she won as a bingo prize at a 
Boys and Girls Club fundraiser.

Class Representative
Gloria Falls
gloriaff@aol.com

’75
Ruth Cady, San Mateo, Calif., teaches fourth 
grade at St. Joseph’s School of the Sacred 
Heart in Atherton. She is “happy, healthy, and 
still friends with her ex-husband.” 

Class Representatives
Victoria (Vasco) Green
v.g7@verizon.net
David Sander
dsjsander@earthlink.net

’76

Joann (Kruse) Powell, Tucson, Ariz., is 
a teacher and principal at Rice Elementary 
School. She also serves as a church sec-
retary and volunteers with the American 
Association of University Women, Women 
in Construction and the Arizona Teachers 
Association. She and her husband have five 
children and one grandchild. 

’77
Don Krampe (MPA), Murrieta, Calif., 
received the Chapel of Four Chaplains Legion 
of Honor Award for volunteer work last 
August. The nonprofit organization and the 
award were inspired by the courageous acts 
of four Army chaplains who were serving 
aboard the USAT Dorchester when it was 
sunk by enemy fire on Feb. 3, 1943. The 
Chapel was dedicated by President Harry S. 
Truman on Feb. 3, 1951.

Class Representatives
Jon Backstrom
backstrom@yahoo.com
Dottie (Roman) Sterling
dottiesterling@yahoo.com

’78

Class Representatives
Elke Katsuren
elkeleinocox.net
Rhondi (Pinkstaff) Mitchell
rpm@hartdistrict.org

’79

Stuart Korshavn, Ph.D., Green Bay, Wis., 
is an associate professor of psychology at 
St. Norbert College where he received the 
2007 Leonard Ledvina Award for Excellence 
in Teaching.

Class Representative
Ginny Green
lhommedu@rea-alp.com

’80

Class Representative
Tori Nordin
vnordin@austin.rr.com

’81
Lois Leslie, San Diego, Calif., is a part-time 
Worldwide Program Manager for Digital 
Photography and Entertainment at Hewlett 
Packard. She has a 2-year-old son and is 
active in Bethlehem Lutheran Church in 
Encinitas. 

Michigan on the intersection of early language 
and literacy. Kay enjoys scuba diving and 
traveling with her two sons. Two years ago, 
they drove a rented barge through the canals 
of middle England. “I only hit a few bridges 
before I got the hang of it,” Kay reports. They 
also visited Paris, where she “did field tests 
on chocolate and pastries.”

Lesli (Jones) Porter, Oxnard, Calif., 
retired from 38 years of teaching, and she 
and her husband, Paul, enjoy being on their 
36-foot trawler. They hope to retire to the 
San Juan Islands in Washington.  

Bruce and Susan (Kriz) Warden, Min-
neapolis, Minn., recently celebrated their 
38th wedding anniversary. Bruce is Director 
of Training for Pace Analytical Services, an 
environmental testing group. Susan teaches 
Svaroopa Yoga and volunteers at the Food 
Pantry. They travel to Australia once a year 
to visit their daughter. 

’70
Clara Jane (Tovo) Caldwell, Rock Island, 
Ill., retired from teaching and now volunteers 
for the American Cancer Society and the 
American Association of University Women. 
She and her husband, John, spent two weeks 
in South Africa where they visited Kruger 
Park, the Cradle of Humankind, and other 
sites around Cape Town. 

Katherine “Kitty” Knutson, Portland, 
Ore., retired after more than 31 years of 
teaching in California and Oregon. She enjoys 
traveling, working part time and hiking at 
Cannon Beach where her family has had a 
beach home for 50 years.  

Class Representative
Adele (Broas) Trent
vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com

’71

Joanne (Tonner) LaPlante, Nipomo, 
Calif., retired after 31 years of teaching and 
is enjoying her new Trilogy Central Coast 
home. 

Class Representatives
Rebecca (Overton) France
abfran@roadrunner.com
Alan Virgil
av_sbrm@verizon.net

’72

Michael Adams, Woodland Hills, Calif., had 
paintings accepted to three juried shows this 
spring: The Oil Painters of America National 
exhibition at Whistle Pik Galleries in Freder-
icksburg, Texas; Salon International exhibition 
at the Greenhouse Gallery, San Antonio; and 
an exhibit presented online at www.artjury.
com by the American Juried Art Salon. Both 
Texas shows ran for two weeks in May. The 
online show ran from April through mid-
August. His work is represented by Galeria 
Esteban in Santa Fe, and his personal gallery 
can be viewed at www.michaeladamsgallery.

Brad Bjelke ’98, J.D.
President

Brad graduated from 
CLU summa cum laude 
with a degree in English 
and political science. 
He received his law 
degree from Boston 
College Law School 
and currently serves 
as Vice President and 
General Counsel for 
Rapattoni Corp. in 
Simi Valley. Brad also is 
an adjunct lecturer in 
constitutional law and 
administrative law at 
CLU.  

Angela (Claros ’01) 
Card, MBA ’03
Vice President of 
University Relations

Angela earned her 
bachelor’s degree 
in music, graduating 
magna cum laude. 
She is Senior Project 
Manager at Amgen Inc. 
in Thousand Oaks and 
an adjunct lecturer in 
project management 
for CLU’s School of 
Business.

Jeremy Hofer ’98, 
J.D.
Vice President of 
Enrichment, Recognition 
& Nominating

Jeremy earned his 
bachelor’s degree 
in political science, 
graduating magna cum 
laude, and received 
his law degree from 
Pepperdine University 
School of Law in 
2004. Currently, he is 
Financial Associate with 
Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans in Thousand 
Oaks.  

Edgar Aguirre ’99, 
MPA
Vice President of 
Development

Edgar is Gift Planning 
Officer at the 
California Community 
Foundation in Los 
Angeles. He earned 
his bachelor’s degree 
from CLU in political 
science and completed 
his Master of Public 
Administration 
from the School of 
Policy, Planning, and 
Development at the 
University of Southern 
California in 2005.         

Victoria Dickran, 
MBA ’04
Secretary

Victoria is Associate 
Vice President for 
Financial Analysis 
in the Credit Risk 
Management 
department at 
Countrywide Capital 
Markets in Calabasas. 
She serves on the 
Board of Directors 
of the American Red 
Cross of Ventura 
County, the Camarillo 
Redevelopment 
Committee and the 
Young Leaders Society 
of Camarillo, while 
also teaching at the 
University of La Verne.

Susan Lundeen-
Smuck ’88
Regent Representative

Since earning her 
degree in business 
administration and 
psychology, Susan 
has worked in human 
resources in a number 
of industries including 
manufacturing and 
medical insurance. 
After 13 years with 
Amgen, she is now 
Vice President of 
Human Resources 
and Administration 
for Activus Healthcare 
Solutions in Westlake 
Village.
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and was promoted to Principal/Group  
Manager last year. She has a 7-year-old son. 

Glenn Olsen, Granada Hills, Calif., formed 
the San Fernando Valley law partnership of 
Arnold and Olsen, which specializes in Insur-
ance and Labor defense, and also does some 
work in Elder Care and Non-Profit law. 

’89
Patrick Byrne, M.D., Baltimore, Md., is 
Director of the Johns Hopkins Center for 
Facial Plastic and Reconstructive Surgery. 
He led a team of surgeons through a series 
of six operations over a yearlong period 
to reconstruct the face of a wounded U.S. 
Army soldier who returned from Iraq with 
severe facial injuries. In May, CBS-WJZ aired 
two separate broadcasts that chronicled the 
surgeries in what has been referred to as 
one of the most complicated nasal recon-
structions ever performed at Johns Hopkins.

Class Representative
Julie Donaldson-Prince
jprince007@sbcglobal.net

’90
Scott Penniston, Irvine, Calif., is 
Senior Vice President/Media Director for 
Townsend & O’Leary Advertising and is 
President of Central Irvine Little League. 

Joy (Fuller) Schoenbeck and Paul 
Schoenbeck, D.M.D., Shelburne, N.H., 
are celebrating their 15th anniversary this 
month. They have four children ages 9, 8, 
6 and 3, and have survived their first year 
of having three children in Youth Hockey 
League.  Joy is involved with elementary 
school sports and the town recreational 
board. She coaches basketball and soc-
cer for grades three and four. Paul owns 
North Country Dental, a large cosmetic and 
restorative dental practice in Gorham, and is 
on the medical staff of Androscoggin Valley 
Hospital. He is pursuing accreditation status 
in the American Academy of Cosmetic Den-
tistry where he sits on the Public Relations 
Committee. He lectures on the dental cir-
cuit and gave a series of lectures on hi-tech 
dentistry at the Yankee Dental Congress 
in Boston in January. You can visit his office 
online at www.northcountrydental.com.

Kim Sparks, Salem, Mass., is a senior 
scientist with Agencourt Bioscience Corp. 
She has been a member of the Beginning 
Experience Team of New Hampshire since 
2003. Last summer she traveled to Aruba 
and Winnipeg. 

Class Representative
Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Fick
carriefick@sbcglobal.net

’91
Kristi (Johnson) Haar, Moorpark, Calif., 
was promoted to assistant managing editor 
for Muscle & Fitness and Muscle & Fitness 
Hers magazines last summer. She and her 
husband, Robert ’87, have a daughter, age 
8, and a son, age 4. 

Whitney (Conklin) Wilson (MBA 
’05), Folsom, Calif., is an Accounts Manage-
ment-Benefits Broker. She has a 6-year-old 
daughter. 

Class Representatives
Mark Marius
mariusteam@mac.com
Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe
garme@pacbell.net

’92

Karl Bowers, Simi Valley, 
Calif., completed the Las 
Vegas Marathon in 4 1/2 hours last  
December.

Class Representative
Anne Christenson
achristenson1@juno.com

’93
Tom Helmer, Littleton, Colo., hosts a 
series of national television shows, includ-
ing “The FSN Baseball Report,” “BCS 
Breakdown” and “The Official BCS Ratings 
Show,” for the Fox Sports Network out of 
their Denver studios.

Kurt Nilsson, M.D., Boise, Idaho, is a 
sports medicine physician with Intermoun-
tain Orthopaedics. With a master’s degree 
in exercise physiology and a fellowship in 
sports medicine, he splits his time between 
the clinic, event coverage and research. He 
and his wife, Elsa Lee, have a 2-year-old 
daughter and a newborn son.

Shellie (Brentt) Prater, Sheboygan, 
Wis., is a stay-at-home mom and does con-
tract work for McGraw Hill Publishing Co. 
She has two daughters, ages 3 1/2 years and 
10 months. 

Class Representative
Jeff Aschbrenner
Jeff_Aschbrenner@comcast.net

’94
Cynthia (Fjeldseth) Bowers, Simi Val-
ley, Calif., is in medical sales with Medtronic, 
Inc. She and husband Karl ’92 have a 20-
month-old son and a 4-year-old daughter.  

Russell White, Woodland Hills, Calif., is 
head basketball coach and teaches freshman 
history at Crespi Carmelite High School in 
Encino. He and his wife, Tara, have a 1-year-
old son.  

Class Representative
Brian McCoy
brian.mccoy@natplan.com

’95
Kelly Culwell, Geneva, Switzerland, is 
Research Assistant Professor at the Uni-
versity of North Carolina School of Public 
Health, Department of Maternal and Child 
Health with a 24-month assignment to the 
Team for Promoting Family Planning at the 
World Health Organization in Geneva. She 
would love to hear from any CLU alumni 
who may be living in or traveling to Switzer-
land. E-mail krculwell@cox.net.

Mark McGee, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is a 
lab supervisor with UCLA/NPi. He and his 
wife, Jennifer, have a daughter, 8, and a son, 5. 

Kathryn (Westby) Potvin, Las Vegas, 
Nev., is an attorney with Craig P. Kenny & 
Associates. She and her husband, Christo-
pher, have three children ages 12, 11 and 1.

Class Representatives
Desta (Ronning) Goehner
destagoehner@roadrunner.com
Chad McCloskey
packerbacker19@hotmail.com

’96

Amy Walz, Corona, Calif., is Director of 
Operations for the Glendora Football Club 
(youth soccer organization) and Marketing 
Director of Los Angeles Story (men’s pre-
mier development league soccer team).

’97
Orlando Avila, Laveen, Ariz., is a ticket 
sales account executive with the Arizona 
Cardinals and helped open the new Univer-
sity of Phoenix Stadium last year. 
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Five Alumni Receive 
Teacher Awards 
Five CLU alumni were among the 32 
Ventura County teachers who received 
2007 Impact II Teacher Awards at a cer-
emony in May. Fourteen business part-
ners awarded grants to the teachers for 
their classroom-tested curricula with 
individual teachers receiving up to $500 
and collaborative efforts up to $750. 
The following CLU alumni received 
awards:

Stacey Quiles (MA ’99)
Moorpark
School: La Mariposa
Business Partner: PSI Bearings
Grant: Time Traveling Through Family 
Heritage

Ana Cuevas (M.Ed. ’03)
Simi Valley
School: Moorpark High
Business Partner: Ventura County Star
Grant: Cesar E. Chavez Biography. 
Live! Iraq

Arla Crane (MS ’83)
Camarillo
School: Rio Real
Business Partner: VCEDA
Grant: CAST – An acronym for Create 
Awesome Stories for Television

Debbie Moore (TC ’91)
Camarillo
School: Camarillo Heights
Business Partner: Southern California 
Edison
Grant: Where in the World is Mini Me? 
Or…Pinky, Phone Home!

Peter Daland ’99
Moorpark
School: Moorpark High
Business Partner: Affinity Bank
Grant: Mastering the Art of Persuasion
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Class Representative
Elizabeth Proctor
zilnna@comcast.net

’82
Diana (McClellan) Lanane, Bishop, Calif., 
teaches and volunteers as Vocal Director for 
Playhouse 395. This past year, she directed 
Sound of Music, Guys and Dolls, Jr. and Annie. 
Diana has four children. 

John Sutherland, Seattle, Wash., has been 
a writer at Microsoft Game Studios for 10 
years. His current projects are “Mass Effect” 
and “Alan Wake.” 

Class Representative
Tony White
Ajwhite90@verizon.net

’83
David Waage, New York, N.Y., gave the 
Commencement address at Minnesota State 
Community and Technical College-Fergus 
Falls in May. David was born and raised in 
Fergus Falls and attended community col-
lege there before transferring to CLU. He 
earned his MBA from London Business 
School and began a career in marketing and 
advertising in New York City. He works in 
the international marketing department of 
IAC/Interactive Corp. He co-founded Coolio 
photography studio and has published photos 
in Germany and Japan, exhibited in Cuba and 
India, and had two pictures displayed in the 
Museum of Modern Art as part of the “Life 
of the City” exhibit in 2001. 

Class Representatives
Mike Engstrom
angsty2@aol.com
Eric Jensen
eric@mvapmed.com

’84

Rick Prell, Westlake Village, Calif., is Chief 
Accounting Officer for Lions Gate Films.

’85
Donna (Rieger) Mancuso, Shoreham, 
N.Y., is Educational Programs Coordinator 
for Suffolk County Water Authority. She 
appeared on a local TV show discussing 
educational presentations she has made to 
more than 80 schools regarding Long Island’s 
groundwater. Donna has three children and 
volunteers as Junior Choir Director at Trinity 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rocky Point. 

Pamela Kay (Stefonowicz) Passari-
ello, Bismarck, N.D., is a first-grade teacher 
with Bismarck Public Schools. She has been 
a widow for 10 years and has a 17-year-old 
daughter. 

Class Representative
Amy (Ariola) Lee
kenamylee@sbc.global.net

’86

Class Representative
Franc Camara
franc_classrep@hotmail.com

’87
Robert Haar, Moorpark, 
Calif., graduated from Pep-
perdine University in April with 
a master’s degree in American studies. He 
teaches AP U.S. History and is yearbook advis-
er at Thousand Oaks High School. He and his 
wife, Kristi (Johnson ’91), have a daughter, 
8, and a son, 4.

Cherie Heck, Whittier, Calif., teaches sec-
ond grade. She is the mother of a 14-year-old 
daughter and received a master’s in educa-
tion from Whittier College in May. 

Troy Kuretich, Escondido, Calif., was 
inducted into the Ventura County Sports 
Hall of Fame in June. Troy lettered all four 
years in track at CLU and still holds school 
records in the 100 and 200 meters and the 
long jump. He was a three-time NAIA All-
American and qualified for the U.S. Olympic 
Team trials for the 200 in 1988. He was also 
a three-time letterman in football at CLU and 
a 2005 CLU Hall of Fame inductee.

Tamara (Mathias) Meusch, Boise, Idaho, 
is a registered nurse with Saint Alphonsus 
Regional Medical Center. She has two sons, 
ages 2 and 4. 

Eurydice “Muffin” (Prince) Turk, 
Pomona, Calif., is a realtor with Western 
Group Real Estate. She has a 9-year-old son 
and, through the Children of Ethiopia Educa-
tion Fund, has committed to sponsor twin 
girls (now 7) through high school.

’88
Karen Trantow Lim, Denver, Colo., has 
worked at LT Environmental Inc. since 1995 
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Anthony Vescio, Simi Valley, Calif., is Senior 
Software Engineer at General Dynamics in 
Westlake Village. He and his wife, Jacque-
line (Willer ’03), are pursuing master’s 
degrees in computer science at California 
State University, Northridge. They celebrated 
the birth of their first child last October. 

Class Representative
Jason Soyster
jsoyster@gmail.com

’05
Aarika Anderson, Mesa, Ariz., is in her 
second year of the Doctor of Dental  

Medicine program at Arizona School of Den-
tistry & Oral Health.  

Jamie Meyer, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is a 
veterinarian technician at Anza Animal Clinic. 
She is site supervisor for the Habitat site in 
Oxnard sponsored by Women Build, Thri-
vent Build and CLU; and runs the young adult 
ministry, CONNECT, at Ascension Lutheran 
Church.

Class Representative
Alex Mallen
amallen@callutheran.edu

’06

Allison Bowen, Los Angeles, Calif., is pursu-
ing a master’s in library and information sci-
ence at San Jose State University. 

Adam Davenport, Los Angeles, Calif., 
owns Surfboards by Davenport and has gone 
into production shaping classic longboards 
from the 1960s. He also has a surf team 
of classic longboard enthusiasts with Matt 
Sagraves ’09 headlining the roster.

Meggie Graves, Fort Collins, Colo., is 
enrolled in the Occupational Therapy mas-
ter’s program at Colorado State University.  

CRIBNOTES
Amador, Jacob Charles 
was born on March 7, 2007, 
to Victoria and Michael ’01 
Amador.

Anderson, Elijah Cade 
was born on Dec. 8, 2006, to 
Heidi (Person ’97) and Eric 
Anderson.

Barber, Ella Christine was 
born on Sept. 15, 2006, to 
Nora (Lusetti ’96) and Andrew 
’96 Barber.

Berg, Emily Ann was born 
on Feb. 8, 2007, to Jennifer 
(Carr ’03) and Christopher ’03 
Berg.

Bowers, Aidan Luke was 
born on Dec. 20, 2005, to 
Cynthia (Fjeldseth ’94) and 
Karl ’92 Bowers. 

Byrne, Madelyn Joy was 
born on July 2, 2006, to Amy 
(de la Pena ’96) and Jared ’95 
Byrne.

Caulfield, Clara Marie 
was born on June 20, 2006, to 
Lorena (Rees ’94) and Rob ’94 
Caulfield.

Champlin, Rachel Emma 
was born on Aug. 11, 2006, to 
Jill and Wesley ’94 Champlin.

Finney, Addison Nicole 
was born on April 5, 2007, 
to Shayna (Dierks ’94) and 
Charley Finney.

Fishel, David William was 
born on March 23, 2007, to 
Donna and Mark ’87 Fishel.

Franano, Jake Louis was 
born on Feb. 15, 2007, to 
Renee (Steiner ’00, M.Ed. 
’05) and Mark (’99, M.Ed. ’04) 
Franano. 

Kane, Kyle Patrick was 
born on Nov. 15, 2006, to Erin 
(Mooney ’01) and Brian Kane.

Kivikko, Tia Kristina was 
born on Dec. 15, 2006, to 
Meredith (Lawton ’93) and 
Teemu ’94 Kivikko.

Kiszczack, Alyssa was 
born on May 17, 2007, to 
Laura (Corsi ’98) and Erik ’99 
Kiszczack. 

Kubish, Bennett 
Alexander was born on April 
10, 2007, to Carolyn (Becker 
’00) and Phil ’01 Kubish. 

Moore, Mikayla Grace 
was born on Feb. 3, 2007, to 
Kirsten (Stangeland ’97) and 
Matt ’98 Moore.

Nilsson, Olin Timothy was 
born on March 21, 2007, to 
Elsa Lee and Kurt ’93 Nilsson.

Portela, Christopher 
Rider was born on Dec. 21, 
2006, to Missy (Rider ’99) and 
Ray Portela.

Potvin, Samantha was born 
on June 30, 2006, to Kathryn 
(Westby ’95) and Christopher 
’96 Potvin. 

Prater, Daisye Ann was 
born on Oct. 17, 2006, to 
Shellie (Brentt ’93) and Reaves 
Prater.  

Ritz, Reaghann Marie was 
born on Jan. 20, 2007, to Amy 
(Krause ’99) and Bill Ritz.

Rivard, Samantha Lillian 
was born on April 20, 2007, to 
Michele (Thompson ’02) and 
Jerry Rivard.

Schneider, Blake Charles 
was born on April 6, 2007, to 
Heidi (Young ’98) and Brian 
’00 Schneider.

Su, Logan Thomas was 
born on March 13, 2007, 
to Angela (Chant ’94) and 
Lawrence Su.

Twine, Makenna Nicole-
Marie was born on Oct. 30, 
2006, to Melissa (Weaver ’01) 
and Thabiti ’03 Twine.

Vescio, Matthew William 
was born on Oct. 7, 2006, to 
Jacqueline (Willer ’03) and 
Anthony (’04) Vescio.

White, Peyton Owen was 
born on June 17, 2006, to Tara 
and Russell ’94 White.

Woodland, Norah Krause 
was born on May 24, 2007, to 
Becky (Krause ’03) and Shayne 
Woodland.

MARRIAGES 
Heather Vance ’98 and 
Joseph Knueven on May 19, 
2007.

Jason Cowles ’00 and Jenny 
Meixner on Sept. 9, 2006.

Gemma Anderson ’03 and 
Justin Barkhuff ’03 on Nov. 
11, 2006.

Kathryn Hunt ’04 and John 
Pidge on Aug. 6, 2005.

Rebecca Lewis ’04 and 
Kevin Keenan on May 20, 2007.

IN MEMORIAM
Judith (Schueler ’65) 
Beasley passed away on June 
18, 2007.

Frederick Bowman (H 
’89) passed away on April 9, 
2007.

Mary Cooper (MS ’77) 
passed away on Sept. 18, 2006.

Judith (Lybarger) Dees ’74 
passed away on Feb. 22, 2007.

Jim Gulbranson ’64 passed 
away on June 5, 2007.

Paul Heine ’94 passed away 
on April 14, 2007.

Elaine Johnson ’66 passed 
away in May 2006.

Joan Pickard ’96 passed 
away in April 2006.
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Brad Benioff (MA), Thousand Oaks, Calif., 
is Principal of Medea Creek Middle School in 
Oak Park. He and his wife, Kristin, have three 
children.

Corey Evans, Solvang, Calif., owns a bicycle 
shop and started a bike safety program for 
local schools. He is a member of the orga-
nizing committee for the Solvang stage of 
the Amgen Tour of California. After seeing 
the rise in popularity of cycling in the Santa 
Barbara area, Corey started a new business 
leading guided bicycle tours in the Santa Bar-
bara Wine Country. Visit www.winecountry-
cycling.com.

Class Representative
Kari Gravrock
kgravrock@aol.com

’98
Melissa Stevenson (MBA ’99), Fort 
Wayne, Ind., is Finance Operations Analyst 
with Parkview Health Systems. She has a 4 
1/2-year-old daughter.

Heather (Vance) Knueven, Mishawaka, 
Ind., is working toward the completion of her 

master’s degree in accounting at Indiana Uni-
versity. She was married this spring with her 
father, the Rev. Raymond Vance, officiating. 

’99
Primo Custodio, Chatsworth, Calif., is 
Vice President of Human Resources for NBC 
Universal. 

Stephanie R. Ehlers, Paso Robles, Calif., is 
an enologist at Margarita Vineyards. 

Class Representatives
Sommer (Embree) Barwick
sembree@ci.burbank.ca.us
Stephanie (Howe) Johnson
psychkid2002@hotmail.com
Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
irene_moyer@hotmail.com

’00

Jason Cowles, Las Vegas, Nev., is Senior 
Vice President of Sales for Amtec Com-
munications. He teaches third-grade Sunday 
school classes at Calvary Chapel. He and his 
wife, Jenny, took a 16-day trip to Israel, Jor-
dan and Egypt where they visited biblical and 
historical sites. They are expecting their first 
child in October.

Class Representative
Inga Magi
ingamagi@gmail.com

’01
Patricia Christoffersen, Las Vegas, Nev., 
teaches kindergarten at Cornerstone Chris-
tian Academy. She received her master’s 
degree in education (curriculum and instruc-
tion) from UNLV in May 2006. She was elect-
ed to Phi Kappa Phi honor society in April 
2005 and earned “Highly Qualified” teacher 
status from Clark County School District in 
February 2006. Patricia has two sons, 28 and 
25, and a daughter, 21.

Bennett MacIntyre, Helena, Mont., is 
Head Men’s and Women’s Golf Coach at 
Carroll College, Montana. He joined Carroll 
last summer as Director of Community Living 
(Housing and Residence Life).

Class Representatives
Kim (McHale) Miller
clugal02@hotmail.com
Angela (Namba) Rowley
arowley02@yahoo.com

’02

Class Representative
Katie (Bashaw) Johnson
katielinnae@yahoo.com

’03
Gemma (Anderson) and Justin Barkhuff 
are taking a yearlong honeymoon in Europe. 
Their blog posts, photo galleries and videos 
can be viewed at www.barkhuff.com.  

Michelle Irias, Camarillo, Calif., is Marketing 
Assistant with TOLD Corporation. 

Class Representatives
Jon Gonzales
jdgonzal@callutheran.edu
Holly-Anne Halweg
HollyHalweg@aol.com
Beckie (Lewis) Keenan
rflewis@callutheran.edu

’04

Paula Crutchley (MBA), Ventura, Calif., 
is founder and President of Paula Crutchley - 
Business Coach. Her specialties are new busi-
ness development, sales and marketing, start-
ups and entrepreneurship. Visit her Web 
site at www.paulacrutchleybusinesscoach.
com. Paula is a member of the Central Coast 
Coaches Association and serves on the board 
of the Literacy Program in Ventura County.

Brian Hankey, Simi Valley, Calif., is Co-
Founder and Vice President of La Visual, Inc., 
a full service agency specializing in compre-
hensive integrated marketing solutions. Visit 
La Visual’s Web site at www.lavisual.com. 

Rachel Helfand, London, England, is 
Exhibitions, Directors Assistant at Victoria 
Miro Gallery. “The gallery is arguably one of 
the top 10 contemporary art spaces in the 
world,” she writes, “and the stable of artists 
includes a few I actually wrote papers on for 
Dr. Slattum whilst at CLU!” Rachel earned 
her master’s in art history at Richmond, the 
American International University in London 
in September 2005.

Leanna Immel, Los Altos, Calif., teaches 
third grade at Montclaire Elementary School. 
She volunteered for a year with the Christian 
Appalachian Project in Mt. Vernon, Ky., teach-
ing in their preschool. Leanne received her 
teaching credential from Santa Clara Univer-
sity in June 2006. 

Raquel Luna, Oxnard, Calif., is an accoun-
tant with Sysco Food Services of Ventura. 

Kathryn (Hunt) Pidge, Simi Valley, Calif., is 
an assistant financial planner for LPL Financial 
Services. 
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5th Annual
Induction Ceremony

Homecoming Weekend
Saturday, October 6, 2007

Join us as we celebrate the contributions 
of the following alumni athletes

 and CLU friend:

Athletes
Steve Gross ’65, Basketball

Michael Hagen ’80, Football
Kimberly Holeman ’98, Soccer
Aluede Okokhere ’97, Soccer

Lavannes Rose ’77, Track & Field
Steve Trumbauer ’77, Baseball, Football

Meritorious
James G. Kallas, Ph.D.

For more information about the CLU 
Athletic Hall of Fame, please visit 

www.callutheran.edu/hof

CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ATHLETIC

HALLof FAME
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KCLU Presents Scott Simon
Host of NPR’s Weekend Edition Saturday

Sunday, April 20, 8 p.m.

Fred Kavli Theatre
Countrywide Performing Arts Center
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza

Scott Simon

WWW.CALLUTHERAN.EDU/EVENTS

September
1-22 Photo Exhibition: Red Star States
4-28 Exhibition: Banned Books: From a Historical 

Perspective
9 Chamber Music Concert 

Hector Rasgado-Flores, Ph.D., 1 p.m.
16 Piano Recital: “Haydn, Out in the Open” 

Eric Kinsley, D.M.A., 4 p.m.
20 Faculty Panel: Extremely Loud & Incredibly Close by 

Jonathan Safan Foer, 7:30 p.m.
26 Cargo: Innocence Lost, Michael Cory Davis, 7 p.m.
27 Lecture: “Inside Washington: American Politics & the 

Politicians,” Joe Klein, 8 p.m.
28 Q & A with Joe Klein and Beverly Kelley, Ph.D.,  

10 a.m.
29 Art Exhibition: Paintings by Cyn McCurry
  Opening reception, 3 p.m.; exhibit runs through 

Oct. 25

October
5 Art Exhibition: The McKinley Suite, Viscosity Etchings 

by John Solem
  Opening reception, 6:30 p.m.; presentation, 7:30 

p.m.; exhibit runs through Nov. 13
5-7 Homecoming and Family Weekend
10 Corporate Leaders Breakfast: “First Amendment” 

Tim Gallagher, 7:30 a.m.
19 Founders Day Convocation 

Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson, 10 a.m.
19 Founders Day Concert, 8 p.m.
22 Lecture: “If It’s Tuesday, It Must be Jupiter : A Grand 

Tour of the Universe,” Andrew Fraknoi, 10 a.m.
27 Community Leaders Association Annual Auction 

“There’s No Place Like Home,” 6 p.m.
31 Exhibition: Light Sculptures by Sean Sobczak
  Opening reception, 6 p.m.; exhibit runs through 

Nov. 27
31 Second Annual CLU Halloween Festival, 6 p.m.

November
1 Dia de los Muertos
1-3 Theatre: The Learned Ladies, 8 p.m.
4 CLU Conservatory Cellists, 1 p.m.
5 Harold Stoner Clark Lectures, 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
  “Privacy, Technology and Identity” 
  David Holtzman
8-10 Theatre: The Learned Ladies, 8 p.m.
11 Theatre: The Learned Ladies, 2 p.m.
16 American Scandinavian Foundation Lecture Series
  “Ron Windh, War Hero and Space Pioneer,”  

7:30 p.m.
16 University Wind Ensembles, 8 p.m.
30 Christmas Festival Concert, 8 p.m.

December
1 Celebration of Kwanzaa, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
1 Christmas Festival Concert, 8 p.m.
2 Christmas Festival Concert, 4 p.m.
2 Las Posadas/Living Nativity, 7 p.m.
4 World AIDS Day Event: “Stop AIDS. Keep the 

Promise,” 7 p.m.
5 Santa Lucia Festival of Light, 10 a.m.
5 Hanukkah Celebration, 4 p.m.
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ACROSS
  1  Middle Eastern title 
  5  James ____ Garfield
10  Certain high-end cars
14  Celebration 
15  Nuts
16  Suffix for angel
17  Jerry Miller and 

Luther Luedtke, e.g.
20  An American Tragedy 

author
21  Well-known “hints” 

expert
22  “…____ the 

ramparts we…”
23  Fond du ____, Wis.
24  Purview of CLU’s 

Chris Kimball
33  Mr. Bialystock
34  Famed coach ____ 

Alonzo Stagg
35  Exam for aspiring 

attorneys
36  Ms. Brockovich
38  The Unfortunate  

Traveller author
40  Pickens or Whitman 
41  ____ gin
42  Toussaud and Curie 

(abbr.)
43  Suffix for colour
44  CLU place of  

worship

49  Nutritional acronym
50  Well-known ISP
51  Colorful perennial    
55  Stock rights
59  CLU college
61  Mine, in Marseille
62  Small quantities
63  Coup d’____
64  Impudent talk
65  Eliminate from the 

body
66  Maglie and Mineo

DOWN
  1   Frisco’s finest
  2   Mister, in Munich
  3   “Suits you to ____”
  4   Ancient Greek poet
  5   Municipal council 

member
  6   1899-1902 war
  7   L. ____ Hubbard
  8   Course listing abbr.
  9   2000 film, Me, ____, 

& Irene
10  Ben Franklin invention
11  MM minus 

DCCXCIX
12  Painter Goffredo 

____
13  Turn on an axis
18  Words of 

understanding

19  St. ____ College
24  “What ____!”
25  Cheers character
26  Self-evident truth
27  Islamic leaders
28  Mr. Topper
29  Extremely pale
30  Long Island town
31  Up the stakes
32  Missionary celebrated 

each Feb. 6
37  Psychiatric disorder
39  Daydreamer
45  Dame ____
46  Ms. Kazan
47  Table d’____
48  Dresses that flare 

out
51  Sheep sounds
52  Ms. Bombeck
53  Muscle car of song 

(pl.)
54  1985 film, My Life as 

____
55  Edible roots
56  Prefix meaning 

“eight”
57  Actress Patricia
58  High-speed planes
60  Sault ____ Marie, 

Mich. 

“Get a CLU” by Ed Julius

Ed Julius is a professor of business administration at CLU. He is the author of six 
crossword puzzle books published by Bantam Books, and for 25 years, he pub-
lished a syndicated weekly crossword for college newspapers.

THIS PUZZLE’S SOLUTION CAN BE FOUND ONLINE AT  
WWW.CALLUTHERAN.EDU/ALUMNI
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The Ever-Changing  
Faces of India
Coordinators: Paul Hanson, Ph.D. (History) and  
Dru Pagliassotti, Ph.D. (Communication)

Dates: Dec. 28, 2007 - Jan. 20, 2008

India, home of one of the world’s oldest and most 
fascinating civilizations, is poised to become a leading 
economic and world power in the 21st century. We 
will study the promise and problems of this process as 
we travel from the deserts of Rajasthan in the north 
to the subtropics of Tamil Nadu in the south. Our visit 
will include sites of historical and contemporary sig-
nificance, from ancient rock-cut temples to a modern 
IT center, with an emphasis on India’s diversity and 
pluralism.

Approximate cost is $3,500-$4,000. Reservation 
deadline is Sept. 7 with priority given to CLU students. 
For information, please contact the Study Abroad 
Office at (805) 493-3750 or visit www.callutheran.
edu/india.

Alternative Spring Break
Coordinators: The Rev. Melissa Maxwell-Doherty ’77 
(Campus Pastor) and Stine Odegard ’03 (Coordinator for 
Community Service)

Dates: March 15-22, 2008 

Join us for our fourth annual Alternative Spring Break! Past 
trips have included teaching English at a local camp/school 
for children in the Dominican Republic, working to rebuild 
Florida after the hurricanes, and building homes with Habi-
tat for Humanity after tremors in El Salvador. Opportuni-
ties being considered for this year’s trip range from working 
in the Appalachians to exploring Mexico City and the social 
justice issues.

Please let us know if you are interested so we can keep 
you informed on up-to-date destinations and costs. Priority 
will be given to students. Cost is dependent on destina-
tion, but typically runs from $1,100 to $1,900. Deadline to 
reserve a space will be mid to late January. For information, 
please e-mail Melissa at revmmmd@callutheran.edu or 
Stine at kodegard@callutheran.edu.

Biloxi Boomerang 2008
Coordinators: The Rev. Melissa Maxwell-Doherty ’77  
(Campus Pastor) and Stine Odegard ’03 (Coordinator for 
Community Service)

Approximate dates: Jan. 7-18, 2008

For the third year, CLU community members and Habitat 
for Humanity will travel to Biloxi, Miss., to rebuild homes 
destroyed by Hurricane Katrina. Participants will perform 
a variety of activities including (but not limited to) paint-
ing, hanging sheetrock and tiling. No previous knowledge is 
required (but it certainly can help!).

Approximately 40 spaces have been reserved. Priority will 
be given to students and limited spaces will be available to 
faculty/staff/alumni. Approximate cost is $300 for Thrivent 
members and $800 for nonmembers. For information or to 
sign up, please e-mail Melissa at revmmmd@callutheran.edu 
or Stine at kodegard@callutheran.edu.

WWW.KCLU.ORG
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PARENTS If this magazine is addressed to a 
daughter or son who has established a new address, 
please notify us at the CLU Magazine Web site: 
www.callutheran.edu/magazine. Thank you!

KINGSMEN FOOTBALL

ALUMNI GOLF CLASSIC

ALUMNI FESTIVAL

CLASS REUNIONS

STREET FAIR

CORONATION

CARNIVAL

GOLD NIGHT

ATHLETIC HALL OF FAME

PARENTS RECEPTION

40TH CLASS REUNION

AND MORE !
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