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Enormous Luther Revisited 
History, Form and Concept



10 Dean Finds Answers Through Questions
Joan Griffin, Ph.D., finds intriguing solutions to higher education 
questions through an interdisciplinary process based on question-
ing and listening. 

12 Changing Places
They came from different worlds – law, entertainment and busi-
ness – but three “second career” teachers found what they were 
searching for through CLU’s School of Education ... fulfillment and 
a new zest for life.

18 When a Fall Can Kill
In the comfort of their own homes, 40 senior citizens benefited 
from a scientific study on exercise and well being conducted by 
two CLU students.

Monday, March 17 
8 p.m.
Avery Fisher Hall
Lincoln Center
New York, N.Y.

Tuesday, March 18 
7 p.m.
Evangelical Lutheran Church
Frederick, Md.

Wednesday, March 19  
(morning performance)
Baltimore Lutheran School
Towson, Md.

Wednesday, March 19 
7 p.m.
Redeemer Lutheran Church
Vineland, N.J.
 

For concert details, please visit: www.callutheran.edu/music 
or call (805) 493-3305.

CLU Choir to Perform at Lincoln Center
The CLU Choir conducted by Wyant Morton will present a concert in  

Avery Fisher Hall at the legendary Lincoln Center in New York City in March.  
After spending four days in New York  

rehearsing for this special concert with a professional orchestra,  
the choir will perform at several locations on the East Coast.

Thursday, March 20
7 p.m.
Church of the Reformation
Washington, D.C..

Tuesday, March 25  
8 p.m.
Samuelson Chapel
California Lutheran University

15 Luther Statue 
Revisited: History, Form 
and Concept
In this telling of how Enormous 
Luther came to hold a favored spot 
in the hearts of generations of CLU 
students, CLU’s first class president 
Don DeMars ’64 reminds us that the 
University is bound to the 16th cen-
tury reformer.
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Buy CLU Choir CDs online
Add glorious music to your collection from 
CLU’s music program including recordings of 
the CLU choir and faculty performances at
www.callutheran.edu/musicCDs

CLU MAGAZINE WINS PLATINUM AWARD
CLU Magazine received the prestigious 2007 MarCom Platinum Award in the educational institution  

magazine category from the Association of Marketing and Communication Professionals. The international 
competition honors marketing and communication professionals involved in the concept, writing and design of 

marketing and communication programs and print, visual and audio materials.
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CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

Presidential Search Is On

The search for a new president of California Lutheran University 
got under way this fall when the Board of Regents approved hir-
ing the nationally recognized search firm of Witt/Kieffer. The new 

president will replace John Sladek, Ph.D., who resigned in July to return 
to full-time research.
 A Presidential Selection Committee, which includes the major 
constituent groups of the University, and several executive members 
of CLU’s administration met with representatives of the search firm in 
late September to develop candidate criteria and a timeline.
 Members of the Presidential Selection Committee include Karen 
Bornemann ’70 Spies, Chair, Academic and Student Affairs Committee 
of the Board of Regents, who also serves as chair of the selection 
committee; Sharon Docter, Ph.D., Faculty Chair and Professor of 
Communication; Guy Erwin, Ph.D., Associate Professor of Religion; 
Stefanie Lucas ’08, President, ASCLUG; Susan Lundeen-Smuck ’88, 
Alumni Representative to the Board of Regents; Karsten Lundring ’65, 
Regent Emeritus; Jose Marichal, Ph.D., Assistant Professor of Political 
Science; Charles Maxey, Ph.D., Dean of the School of Business; the 
Rev. Frank Nausin ’70, Chair of the Convocation; Terry Noonan, Chair, 
Administration and Finance Committee of the Board of Regents; 
Barbara Rex, Director, Planning and Budget; and GayLyn Talbot, 
Secretary, Board of Regents.
 Ex-officio members include William Kane, Chair, Board of Regents; 
J.D. (Jamey) Power IV, Vice Chair, Board of Regents; Marilyn Olson 
and Stan Olson, ELCA Representatives; and Robin Mamlet, Senior 
Consultant, Witt/Kieffer.  

CLU Administration

Howard E. Wennes, D.Min.
Interim President

Christopher Kimball, Ph.D.
Provost and Vice President for 
Academic Affairs

Robert Allison, M.B.A.
Vice President for Administration 
and Finance

Ritch K. Eich, Ph.D.
Vice President for Marketing and 
Communications

William Rosser, M.S.
Vice President for Student Affairs 
and Dean of Students

R. Stephen Wheatly ’77, J.D.
Vice President for University 
Advancement

Leanne Neilson, Psy.D.
Associate Provost for
Graduate and Adult Programs 
and Accreditation

Terence Cannings, Ed.D.
Dean of the School of Education

Joan L. Griff in, Ph.D.
Dean of the
College of Arts and Sciences

Charles Maxey, Ph.D.
Dean of the School of Business

Board of Regents
William J. Kane, Chair
James D. Power IV, Vice Chair 
GayLyn Talbot, Secretary

Michael Bradbury
Sharon Docter, Ph.D.
Dennis Erickson, Ph.D.
Randall Foster
Yale Gieszl
Rod Gilbert
Shawn Howie ’78
William Krantz
The Rev. Raymond LeBlanc
Stefanie Lucas ’08 
Susan Lundeen-Smuck ’88 
Kate McLean, MBA ’77
The Rev. Frank Nausin ’70
The Rev. Dean Nelson
Terrence A. Noonan
Dean Soiland ’81
Karen Bornemann ’70 Spies
Marvin J. Suomi
James Swenson
Stephanie Taylor-Dinwiddie, Ph.D.
George Ullman Jr. ’76
Howard E. Wennes, D.Min.
Jane Lee ’78 Winter
Joan R. Young

Advisor to the Board
Marilyn Olson

Honorary Member
Takashi Uyeno
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Cyn McCurry, a classical figurative artist from Texas, 
spent the month of October painting and exhibit-
ing her works in the Kwan Fong Gallery of Art and 

Culture. To the delight of the campus community, she used 
the gallery as her studio so visitors could watch her work 
develop.
 Exhibited in galleries in New Mexico, Colorado and 
Texas, McCurry’s paintings, commissioned portraits and 
murals also hang in private collections nationwide.
 Although she has been painting since childhood and 
sold her first canvas at age 11, McCurry avoided formal 
training and instead immersed herself in the works of 
great masters such as Leonardo DaVinci. Her paintings 
are intimate, autobiographical and dominated by feminine 
themes.
  “Having Cyn actually painting in the gallery gave our 
students an opportunity to look beyond the ordinary and 
to see a professional artist at work,” said Michael Pearce, 
curator and Assistant Professor of Art. McCurry also 
conducted art seminars in her “studio” as well as in art 
classes.  

A slideshow narrated by Cyn McCurry about her residency can 
be viewed online at www.callutheran.edu/cyn.

CLU Welcomes First  
Artist-in-Residence 

Math/Science Upward 
Bound Given Grant

The Upward Bound Math and Science Regional Center at CLU 
has received a $1.19 million grant from the U.S. Department of 
Education to fund the program for the next four years.

 The Math/Science Upward Bound Program is designed to prepare 
low-income students who would be the first generation in their family 
to go to college to pursue higher education with a strong focus in 
fields such as engineering and sports medicine.
 As the only Math and Science Regional Center in California, 
CLU’s program draws students from throughout the state and beyond. 
Participants in the residential summer program have come from as far 
away as Hawaii, Guam and the Federated States of Micronesia. 
 More than 85 percent of the students who participate in the 
Math/Science program go on to graduate from a four–year college 
or university, said interim Director Sergio Galvez, a 1999 graduate of 
CLU’s Traditional Upward Bound Program.
 In recent years, Upward Bound and other federal TRIO programs 
established by Congress to help disadvantaged students enter and 
graduate from college have been targeted for elimination from the 
national budget. But advocacy efforts have resulted in a 3 percent 
increase in funding this year to qualified programs such as those  
at CLU.  

‘Morning Glory’ Receives Honor

CLU’s literary arts magazine Morning Glory received the Associated 
Collegiate Press (ACP) All American Award with marks of dis-
tinction in all categories.

 The ACP gave the 2007 magazine high marks in all five areas: con-
cept, content, writing/editing, layout/design and photography/art/graphics/
typography. 
 One judge 
called the annual 
issue “exemplary” 
and commended 
the inclusion of a 
CD featuring origi-
nal music and audio 
recordings of some 
of the magazine’s 
literary pieces. The 
glossy publication 
also features poet-
ry, stories, photographs, paintings and multimedia images contributed by 
students, faculty, staff and alumni.
 English professor emeritus J.T. Ledbetter started Morning Glory in 
1971 and still contributes poetry to the magazine, which has received 
25 All American Awards and is a member of ACP’s Hall of Fame. It 
received ACP’s highest award, the Pacemaker, in 1983.
 English professor Joan Wines succeeded Ledbetter as faculty advisor 
in 1994 and initiated inclusion of a CD in 2002.  

“Esperando la Llegada” by Carla Guzman ’08 is 
featured in the award-winning Morning Glory.

KCLU Brings NPR Host, 
Author to Thousand Oaks

KCLU 88.3 FM Ventura County and 
102.3 FM Santa Barbara will pres-
ent journalist and author Scott 

Simon, host of NPR’s Weekend Edition 
Saturday, on Sunday, April 20, 2008, at 
8 p.m. in the Fred Kavli Theatre for the 
Performing Arts in the Thousand Oaks 
Civic Arts Plaza.
 In addition to serving as host of 
Weekend Edition Saturday, National 
Public Radio’s Peabody Award-winning 
correspondent has covered the war in 

Afghanistan, the siege of Sarajevo and the destruction of Kosovo; and 
has reported from Ethiopia on the country’s famine and prolonged civil 
war. He has written for The New York Times Book Review and Op-Ed 
pages, the Wall Street Journal opinion and book page, The Los Angeles 
Times, Friends Journal and Gourmet Magazine.  
 Simon is the author of a best-selling nonfiction book about 
baseball and a novel about teenage girls during the siege of Sarajevo. 
His second novel is due out next spring. 
 Tickets are $15-40 plus applicable service charges and are available 
through Ticketmaster or the Civic Arts Plaza box office. All proceeds 
go to support KCLU.  

Called to Engage

The Rev. Mark S. Hanson 
urged students, faculty 
and regents to work for 

justice and peace in the world 
during the Founders Day Con-
vocation in October.
 “We are called to 
engagement that is marked by 
both humility and courage,” said 
Hanson, Presiding Bishop of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
America and President of the 

Lutheran World Federation.
 “Faith frees us, compels us to go into the world as 
neighbor-serving, gospel-sharing, justice-seeking, peace-
making, earth-caring followers of Jesus Christ.” 
 Also during the convocation, the Rev. Lauren “Bud” 
Egdahl of Lafayette received the Christus Award for his 
work building a bridge between the University and the 
church during the last 50 years. Egdahl has belonged to the 
California Lutheran Educational Foundation (CLEF) and the 
Convocation since the groups formed.
 To watch a video or listen to Bishop Hanson’s speech, 
please visit www.callutheran.edu/hanson.  

New Faculty
Along with a new Dean of the College of Arts and Sci-
ences, eight new faculty were welcomed at the begin-
ning of fall semester. Pictured from left: Ariane Balizet, 
Ph.D., Assistant Professor, English; Seth Wagerman, 
Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Psychology; Renee Rock, 
M.A., Senior Lecturer, School of Business; Maura Mar-
tindale, Ed.D., Senior Lecturer, School of Education; and 
Will Jonen, Ph.D., Visiting Assistant Professor, Exercise 
Science and Sports Medicine. Not pictured: Grady 
Hanrahan, Ph.D., Assistant Professor, Chemistry; Ste-
ven Hawkins, Ph.D., Associate Professor, Exercise Sci-
ence and Sports Medicine; and Don Waisanen, M.A., 
Instructor, Communication.  
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Campus Enhancements

Students on Fast-Track for 
Teaching Credential

California Lutheran University started a new program this semes-
ter that enables students to earn their degree and preliminary 
teaching credential in four years instead of the traditional five.

 The 11 students in the first Integrated Liberal Studies cohort began 
classes in the fall, said Michael McCambridge, Ed.D., an assistant professor 
in the School of Education. 
 The aspiring educators will be able to complete their coursework 
in three years and their student teaching in the fourth year. 
 California is experiencing a teacher shortage that is expected 
to get worse over the next 10 years. One of the ways the California 
Department of Education has suggested addressing this problem is to 
expand alternative programs that allow students to obtain a bachelor’s 
degree and a teaching credential in four years.
 This fast-track program is not for everyone, though, McCambridge 
said. Students must be extremely motivated and have high grade point 
averages and SAT scores to qualify.  

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

Enrollment Records Set

California Lutheran University welcomed its largest freshman class 
ever this fall along with a record number of graduate students. 
 The Class of 2011 includes 455 first-year students, a 4 

percent increase over last year. Since 2003, the number of freshmen has 
increased by 22 percent.
 In total, more than 2,100 undergraduate students began fall 
semester classes, with nearly 1,200 graduate and credential students 
starting classes on the main campus, at the graduate centers in Oxnard 
and Woodland Hills, and online.
 Graduate enrollments in several areas are higher than ever before. 
Compared to a year ago, the MBA program, the master’s in Computer 
Science, and the master’s in Public Policy and Administration have grown 
by more than 30 percent. The master’s degree programs in Counseling 
and Guidance, Curriculum and Instruction, and Educational Leadership 
within the School of Education have also experienced tremendous 
growth.
 It was tougher than ever to get into CLU’s freshman class this year, 
with a 25 percent increase in the number of applications to 2,500. The 
class is more diverse in ethnicity and socioeconomic background than in 
past years, with the biggest gains in Latino and Asian students. 
 A record number of students from overseas arrived this fall as well. 
With 80 new international students representing 26 countries, this is 
the first time international undergraduate enrollment has surpassed the 
levels experienced before the 9/11 terrorist attacks caused numbers to 
plummet. The International MBA (IMBA) program grew to 81 students 
compared to 49 last fall.  

Several campus projects that contribute to the 
beautification and efficient use of space at CLU 
have been completed during the past few 

months. 
 “Creating inviting, attractive outdoor and indoor 
spaces where people can meet, converse, study 
and reflect are part and parcel of the Cal Lutheran 
experience,” points out Ritch Eich, Vice President for 
Marketing and Communications. “We are striving to 
create a very powerful first impression of the campus.”

Pederson Administration Building – The entry 
to the Pederson Administration Building has been 
redesigned to project a warm welcome to campus 
visitors. Attractive landscaping and patio areas now 
wrap around the south side of the building adjacent 
to the Admission offices. Comfortable seating enables 
the campus community and visitors to meet and enjoy 
the beauty of the campus.

All Nations Plaza – The beautiful area created 
around the existing water fountain located between 
the bookstore and Hansen Center has been named 
All Nations Plaza. The brick and concrete surface, 
dotted with umbrella-shaded tables, enhances the 
main entrance to campus and offers an attractive 
place for conversation or relaxation. The new name 
reflects California Lutheran University’s commitment 
to educating leaders for a global society.
  Paul Siegele ’80 created the plaza fountain his 
senior year to replace one built in the early 1960s by 
Art Norlin, the first Director of Facilities. The fountain 
is dedicated to this pioneer and the staff of the 
Facilities Department.

SUB/Mail Room – The interior of the Student 
Union Building has been renovated and equipped with 
additional study areas and an ATM. A new landscaped 
entry off of Regals Way allows students convenient 
access from either side of the building. An expanded 
mail room has been relocated to the east side of the 
old gymnasium, and student mail boxes are located 
just outside the mail room on the west side of the 
pavilion.

Graduate Center Signage – Caltrans recently 
placed California Lutheran University signs along 
the 101 Freeway at the Rice Avenue exits directing 
people to the Oxnard Graduate Center and at 
the DeSoto Avenue exits directing people to the 
Woodland Hills Graduate Center. The new signage 
not only simplifies locating the graduate centers but 
also gives great visibility to the University.  

Academic Center to House 
Social, Behavioral Sciences 

Jim and Sue Swenson (pictured)
have designated their recent $5 
million gift to enhance academ-

ic facilities at California Lutheran 
University. The donation will help 
fund construction of the Swenson 
Center for Academic Excellence 
– a social and behavioral science 
building with faculty offices and 
classrooms on the Thousand 
Oaks campus.
 Other donors who 
stepped forward to bring the 
$8.5 million building and $2 
million endowment to fruition are Marv and Fran Soiland, the Ullman 
Family Foundation (George Ullman ’76 and Steve Ullman ’77), Karen 
(Bornemann ’70) and Allan ’70 Spies, Kirsten (Bodding ’64) and Karsten 
’65 Lundring, and Jack and Carol Gilbert. A gift from the estate of Eleanor 
and Paul Culver will go toward a program endowment for the center.
 Jim Swenson, George Ullman and Karen Spies are current members 
of the Board of Regents; Jack Gilbert, Karsten Lundring and Marv Soiland 
are Regents Emeriti. All of the building donors – except the Swensons – 
have a CLU facility that bears their names.
 Through the Swenson Family Foundation, which they established in 
1994, the Swensons have provided numerous renewable scholarships to 
CLU students and funding for campus capital projects.
 The completion of a social and behavioral sciences facility will lead 
the way for a new science facility and a performing arts center, both 
of which are part of the University’s master plan. The Swenson Center 
is slated for completion by fall 2009 as part of the University’s 50th 
anniversary celebration.  

Religion Professor Named 
Assistant to the President 

President Howard Wennes 
has appointed R. Guy 
Erwin, Ph.D., to the posi-

tion of Assistant to the President 
for University Ministries. 
 In this capacity Erwin, who 
also fills the Gerhard and Olga 
J. Belgum Chair in Lutheran 
Confessional Theology and 
directs the Segerhammar Center 
for Faith and Culture, will 
coordinate the work of Church 
Relations, Campus Ministry 
and the Segerhammar Center. 

Additionally, he will work to advance the University’s relationship with 
the ELCA full communion churches of the greater Los Angeles area as 
well as other denominations with which the ELCA has or is developing 
relationships. 
 This is a part-time appointment, and Dr. Erwin will continue to 
teach in the religion and history departments.  
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For up-to-date Regals and Kingsmen news and scores, please visit www.clusports.com

SPORTS NEWS

A former football coach and six standouts in baseball, basketball, track 
and field, football and soccer were selected for the 2007 California 
Lutheran University Alumni Association Athletic Hall of Fame. The 
inductees were honored for their outstanding contributions to inter-
collegiate athletics during the 5th Annual Induction Ceremony on 
Homecoming weekend. Gary Trumbauer ’79 served as emcee.

Steve Gross ’65 – Basketball
Steve Gross came to California Lutheran College in 
its inaugural year and averaged 21.4 points per game 
on the basketball court as a freshman. He played 
all four seasons, maintaining an average of 15.1 
points per game in his career and scoring a career 
high 33 points in his final collegiate game in 1965. 
He was voted Most Valuable Player for three years 
along with being named Team Captain. Cal Lutheran 

did not have a gym for its first two years, and Gross was one of the 
athletes who helped build the original gym and lay the floor. He also 
ran cross country his freshman year. He went on to teach and coach 
in Briggs School District in Santa Paula, Calif. Now retired and living in 
Santa Paula, he still substitute teaches and is planning a motor trip to 
Mexico.

Michael Hagen ’80 – Football
Having developed a love for football as he tagged 
along while his father maintained Cal Lutheran’s 
athletic facilities when the campus hosted the Dallas 
Cowboys’ training camps, Michael Hagen ended 
up making a name for himself at the University 
as a three-year starter at wide receiver. He was a 
Division II All-American as a junior and senior, and 
set single season and career receiving records for 

the Kingsmen. He moved on to become a talent scout in the National 
Football League, where he has evaluated personnel for the Dallas 
Cowboys, Denver Broncos, Washington Redskins and Atlanta Falcons. 
He has been with teams playing in the Super Bowl seven times. A 
member of the Ventura County Sports Hall of Fame, Hagen of Duluth, 
Ga., is currently the Southeast scout for the Kansas City Chiefs.

Kimberly Holeman ’98 – Soccer
Kim Holeman racked up many honors in her four 
years playing for CLU’s soccer team: Southern 
California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
Championship team member for four years; named 
to the All-SCIAC First Team and Second Team 
for two years each; and National Soccer Coaches 
Association of America Third Team All-American 
and First Team All-West Region in her senior year. 

A two-year captain for the Regals, she helped the team make the 
National Collegiate Athletic Association postseason three times. 
Holeman’s teammates named her Most Valuable Player in her senior 
year. She went on to play for the Southern California State team and a 
nationally ranked women’s squad as well as to coach youth, high school 
and CLU soccer. Holeman lives in Thousand Oaks, Calif., and is a finan-
cial planning and analysis specialist with Verizon.

James G. Kallas, Ph.D. 
– Football Assistant Coach/Chaplain 

A former player for the Chicago Bears, Dr. Jim 
Kallas spent 17 years as the backfield coach and 
chaplain for the Kingsmen football team from 1961 
to 1978. The first professor to arrive on the Cal 
Lutheran campus and the first chair of the Religion 
Department, Kallas played a key role in the forma-
tion of the athletic programs and helped recruit 
the first football coach, Robert “Bob” Shoup. Kallas 

left CLU to take over a troubled Lutheran college in Nebraska and 
was knighted by the Queen of Denmark for the success he had there. 
Retired and living in Agua Dulce, Calif., the scholar, theologian and 
author preaches weekends at Hollywood and Bel Air Presbyterian 
churches. Early this year, he published a book of memoirs titled 
Adventure in Africa.

Aluede Okokhere ’97 – Soccer 
A native of Nigeria, Aluede Okokhere was a soccer standout during 
his years at CLU. He was SCIAC Player of the Year in 1995 and 1996 
and a member of two SCIAC Championship teams. He made Third 
Team NSCAA (National Soccer Coaches Association of America) All-
American and First Team NSCAA All-West Region in his junior and 
senior years. Okokhere lives in Menomonee Falls, Wis., and is Assistant 
Controller for Rexnord Industries in Milwaukee.

LaVannes Rose ’77 – Track and Field
LaVannes Rose didn’t begin competing in track until 
his first year at Cal Lutheran as a transfer student. 
By his final two years, he had become an outstand-
ing sprinter, breaking five school records his junior 
year and six more in his senior campaign. He earned 
All-American status in 1976 after anchoring CLU’s 
400-meter relay team at the NCAA Division III 
National Track and Field Championships. The follow-

ing year at the NCAA championships, Rose was named All-American 
in 100- and 200-meter sprints and the 400-meter relay. Now a resi-
dent of Palmdale, Calif., Rose works for Northrop Grumman, Inc., as a 
computer systems specialist. 

 
Steve Trumbauer ’77 – Football/Baseball 

Steve Trumbauer started for the varsity football 
and baseball teams all four years at Cal Lutheran, 
and was named Most Valuable Lineman and Most 
Valuable Player by the respective teams. He was 
selected for National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics All-District honors three times each for 
baseball and football. As a pitcher, he was named 
All-American in 1976 and, as a tight end, he made 

the All-Lutheran First Team in 1977. After graduating, he spent two 
years with the California Angels. He lives in Placerville, Calif., where he 
started and owns Trumbauer Motion Group, Inc.  

Seven Inducted into Athletic Hall of Fame 

New SID Is Sports Enthusiast

Sports Information Director Scott 
Chisholm comes to CLU from 

University of La Verne where he served 
as an assistant Sports Information 
Director while pursuing his MBA. He 
oversaw game management for 17 
athletic teams at La Verne, a member of 
the Southern California Intercollegiate 
Athletic Conference.
 He received his bachelor’s degree 
in film and television with a broad-
cast journalism emphasis at Chapman 
University, where he also worked as an 

intern in the Sports Information Office. An avid athlete who excelled 
in swimming and water polo at the collegiate level, he is well versed in 
covering all sports.
 Chisholm has experience in writing, broadcasting, statistics, Web 
development and media relations. In 2006, he worked for the Rancho 
Cucamonga Quakes as an announcer for the Los Angeles Angels affili-
ate baseball team.  

All-SCIAC First Team
Lindsey Benson, Volleyball
Matt Heagy, Men’s Water Polo
Lauren Hess, Women’s Soccer
Lauren McGuigan, Women’s Soccer
Josh Moskowitz, Men’s Soccer
Summer Plante-Newman, Volleyball
Alex Tragos, Men’s Soccer

All-SCIAC Second Team
Quinten Beckmann, Men’s Water Polo
Brittany Clark, Women’s Soccer
Chris Estes, Men’s Soccer
Nicole Flanary, Women’s Cross Country
Pedro Gonzalez, Men’s Soccer
Mike Hanks, Men’s Soccer

Brandon Higa, Men’s Soccer
Allison Kerr, Volleyball 

Freshman of the Year
Jordan Kirkman, Women’s Soccer
Jessica Schroeder, Women’s  

Cross Country
Brett Siddle, Men’s Cross Country
Chris Thompson, Men’s Soccer
Marisa Zambetti, Women’s Soccer

All-Region First Team
Summer Plante-Newman, Volleyball

All-Region Honorable Mention
Lindsey Benson, Volleyball 

(Football recognition not yet announced)

   Conference
Kingsmen Overall SCIAC Standing
Cross Country --- --- Fifth
Football 5-4 5-1 First (tie) 
Soccer 15-5 12-2 First (tie)
Water Polo 12-16 4-3 Fourth

   Conference
Regals Overall SCIAC Standing
Cross Country --- --- Fifth
Soccer 8-11-4 6-4-2 Fourth

(SCIAC Tournament Champions; NCAA First Round)
Volleyball 18-8 11-3 Second

Post-Season SCIAC and Region Recognition Season at a Glance
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Notables:

FOOTBALL: SCIAC Co-Champions
For the second time in school history and the first time since 1997, the 
Kingsmen earned a share of the SCIAC title. Sophomore quarterback 
Jericho Toilolo was named SCIAC Athlete of the Week twice, and he 
and senior defensive lineman Josh Richards earned spots on the Week-
ly Gazette National Players of the Week Team. Senior kicker/punter 
Connor Pearce was named to the AFCA All-American Team.

MEN’S SOCCER: SCIAC Co-Champions
The 2007 Kingsmen had the most wins (15) since 1997, most SCIAC 
wins (12) since 1991, and earned a piece of the conference title for 
the first time since 1998. Seven 
players were selected All-SCIAC.

MEN’S WATER POLO
In their fifth season of competi-
tion, the Kingsmen had the most 
wins (12) and most SCIAC wins 
(4) in their short history and fin-
ished fourth in SCIAC. Sophomore 
two-meter player Matt Heagy 
was named SCIAC Athlete of the 
Week.

WOMEN’S SOCCER
After finishing fourth in regular 
season competition, the Regals 
won the SCIAC tournament to 
earn their first NCAA appearance 
since the 2000 season. Freshman 
forward Aubrie Smith was the only 
women’s soccer player in the con-
ference to earn a SCIAC Athlete of 
the Week selection in 2007.

VOLLEYBALL
The Regals posted 18 wins for the third consecutive season, earning 
second place in SCIAC. Junior outside hitter Summer Plante-Newman 
earned First Team All-SCIAC and All-West Region, and All-American 
Honorable Mention.

CROSS COUNTRY
At the conference meet in La Mirada Park, junior Jessica Schroeder 
posted the fastest CLU time in women’s cross country history, and 
Nicole Flanary posted the second fastest all-time freshman mark. 
Flanary, Schroeder and junior Brett Siddle all qualified for the NCAA 
West Regional in Portland, Ore.  

Senior goalkeeper Quinten 
Beckmann set a CLU school 
record with 193 saves in just 
over 20 games this season.
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G
rowing up with a Lutheran minister father, Joan 
Griffin was always involved in conversations 
about philosophy, theology, history and culture. 
Although the discussions were thought provok-
ing and helped to form her interdisciplinary 
approach to learning, it wasn’t the dogma or 
assertions shared that most caught her interest. 

It was the questions that these sessions stimulated.
 So, it’s not surprising, especially in light of the strong Lutheran tradi-
tion of questioning, that CLU’s new Dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences has started her term by interviewing and asking questions of 
faculty members.
 Committed to an interdisciplinary approach in higher education, 
Griffin has been encouraged by the faculty’s ideas and hopes. “I have 
found that the faculty here has wonderful energy especially in inter-
disciplinary endeavors – more so than other places. They have lots of 
ideas of what they want to do.”
 Griffin’s initial challenge is to determine how all these ideas fit into 
the University’s strategic plan. “Given limited resources,” she states, 
“you can’t do everything. But the added challenge here is that CLU 
faculty appear to want to do everything and to do it well.” 
 By listening and querying, the new dean hopes to find consensus 
on important questions that affect academics at the University such as: 
What should a liberal arts education accomplish? How should Lutheran 
intellectual traditions shape that education? What do we mean by 
interdisciplinary and what paradigms should give methodological or 
philosophical coherence to our interdisciplinary programs? How do we 
determine which new majors we should add to the curriculum?

Interdisciplinary approach
Approaching academic programs with an interdisciplinary perspective 
seems to be deeply ingrained in the new dean. Fascinated since child-
hood by literature, history and philosophy and how they intersect, 
Griffin pursued a master’s and Ph.D. in Celtic Languages and Literature 
at Harvard University after earning a bachelor’s degree in English and 
American literature from Washington University (St. Louis). Her gradu-
ate study allowed her to explore several academic areas and to dip 
into the fascinations of the medieval world.
 “I find the Middle Ages and early Renaissance a very interesting 
period of history,” she says, “and well suited to interdisciplinary  
investigation.” 

 Through such study, the scholar has looked at cultural collisions 
in the medieval world and how various systems of thought modified 
one another. While an earlier generation mourned “the fall of Rome,” 
Griffin found the “dark ages” a dynamic era in which cultural upheaval 
led to a medieval synthesis. She has found consolation in the past 
by remembering that historically “good things come out of troubled 
times.” 

Listening and learning 
An English professor for nearly 20 years at Augsburg College in Minne-
apolis, Griffin served as Associate Dean for General Education for two 
years before coming to CLU. In her years of teaching, she found that 
her students had not changed as much as she had. She learned that 
the classroom belongs to the students and that they learn much more 
readily when they have more say in the class agenda. And, she learned 
to listen.
 “Initially, I thought I was going to convert all my students to medi-
evalists. I soon realized that they have different needs.”
 Griffin then began to emphasize building skills and helping students 
learn to think on their feet in addition to mastering content. “I learned 
to listen to what the students’ interests are and became more willing 
to let go.”
 Just as she listened to students, Griffin plans to listen to faculty and 
explore with them topics such as “What is CLU to you?” and “What is 
the ethos?” 
 “I’m very interested in exploring what it means to be a Lutheran 
university – not in the Midwest, where there are some pretty good 
models of Lutheran colleges – but in California, where so many things 
are freshly imagined.” 
 While investigating these identity questions, Griffin is also explor-
ing the relationship between the College of Arts and Sciences and the 
Schools of Business and Education and how to expand their collabora-
tive relationship.
 “We must be a really good liberal arts college to support graduate 
education. I don’t know of many good graduate programs that aren’t 
based on strong undergraduate programs.”
 Griffin is approaching her new position with a keen interest in dis-
covering and setting a new direction. Although her feet are scholasti-
cally planted in the Middle Ages, her eyes are definitely focused on the 
future.  

Dean Finds Answers 
Through Questions

By Carol Keochekian ’81
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T 
he passion was gone for Steven Rice.
 After nearly 30 enjoyable years as a lawyer, 
something changed.
 “It just was not satisfying anymore,” recalls 
Rice, 58. “It was the same arguments every day. 
It was repetitive [and] just didn’t hold my interest 
anymore… I wanted to do something else before 
I retired.”

 So five years ago, Rice shifted gears. The Thousand Oaks resident 
left his job litigating insurance and worker’s compensation cases and 
went back to school at night to earn his teaching credential from Cali-
fornia Lutheran University. 
 Rice’s night classes were filled with aspiring second-career teachers 
like him. There are no statistics on how many of the 105 CLU students 
who earned a teaching credential last year are pursuing a second pro-
fession. But Michael McCambridge, Ed.D., an assistant professor in the 
School of Education, estimates that up to 20 percent of the students 
studying to become teachers are on their second, or in some cases 
third, careers. 

Urgent need for teachers
The California Department of Education has made a big push to get 
professionals from other fields, particularly the military and high-tech 
industries, into teaching to address the state’s severe teacher short-
age. According to McCambridge, they are coming to CLU from a 
wide variety of backgrounds, including entertainment, science and 
self-owned businesses.
  “Most of them do very, very well,” McCambridge says. “They get 
hired because of their life experience, and then they do very well at 
the schools based on that experience and the education that they get 
here.”
 The fact that many second-career students have raised children 
also makes them strong teachers, he adds. They understand child 
development and have developed patience.

Teaching adds up
After graduating from CLU 
with a degree in accounting 
in 1992, Lisa Amenta worked 
in the field for five years 
before deciding to become a 
teacher.
 “Working as an accoun-
tant was financially reward-
ing, but not professionally 
rewarding,” explains Amenta, 
37.
 She returned to CLU, 
earning a credential in 1998 
and a master’s three years 
later. Once she had her cre-
dential, Amenta began teach-
ing, first at Sunkist Elemen-
tary in Port Hueneme, then 
at Providencia Elementary 
in Burbank and eventually 
at Sequoia Middle School in 
Newbury Park.
 The Northridge resident 
is in her sixth year at Sequoia 
teaching math and science to 
sixth and seventh graders. 
Last year she served on a 
panel for the California State 
Textbook Adoption Com-
mittee for Mathematics.
 She’s glad that the business world toughened her skin a bit even 
if it didn’t totally prepare her for the criticism she would receive as a 
teacher.

Changing
         Places
                                                                                                                                                     

By Karin Grennan

Steven Rice, left, and Lisa Amenta 
have found a joy in teaching that was 
missing in their previous careers in 
law and accounting.
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By Donald DeMars ’64

n front of the Pearson Library and Preus-Brandt Forum 
stands an abstract sculpture of Martin Luther, the 16th 
century rebel monk whose interpretation of faith and 
very name were incorporated into the name of this 
university by the religious organizations that founded 
it. Since its inception, this sculpture, mainly due to 
its form, has been the center of much discussion, 
controversy and interpretation.

The History
The Luther Statue (Enormous Luther) was a gift to the 
Cal Lutheran community from the members of the first 
graduating class, the Class of 1964. The idea for the gift 
originated with Jim Gulbranson, a member of the class, 
and Sir Bernardus Weber, the school’s first sculpture 
teacher who was commissioned by the class to create 
and develop the work. Professor Weber was originally 
from the Netherlands where his works had earned him a 
knighthood from Queen Wilhelmina.
 When Weber presented the concept and small 6-inch 
model representing the sculpture to the senior class at the 
graduation festivities, he explained that the concept, form 
and massing grew out of his memories and impressions of 
Luther from his early art academy years in Holland. The 
one word that described his impression of Luther that had 
stayed with him from those early years, he said, was… 
“enormous!”

Teachers in Demand
Despite news of shrinking 
enrollments and school closures 
in some areas, the demand 
for teachers remains high in 
California.
 The number of students 
entering teacher preparation 
programs has been declining and 
about one-third of California’s 
300,000 teachers are projected 
to retire within the next 10 
years, according to a 2005 study 
commissioned by the Center 
for the Future of Teaching and 
Learning.
 In areas where enrollments 
are declining and districts 
are closing schools, cries of a 
teacher shortage don’t seem 
to make sense. But populations 
are shifting, not evaporating, 
explained Deborah Erickson, 
Ed.D., Assistant Dean of 
the School of Education and 
Interim Chair for the Teacher 
Preparation Program. Families 
are leaving Ventura County and 
other areas of the state that 
have high property values and 
moving to less expensive cities. 
Even in expensive areas, school 
closures sometimes don’t result 
in teacher layoffs because of the 
high number of retirements, 
Erickson says.
 Teacher quality remains an 
important issue in the shortage. 
The class-size reduction 
programs of the mid-1990s 
resulted in a large number of 
teachers without full credentials, 
but the No Child Left Behind 
Act of 2001 put schools under 
tremendous pressure to hire 
qualified teachers. Although 
the number of under-prepared 
teachers has been reduced 
significantly, the center still 
identified about 20,000 in 
2004-2005 in California.
 The greatest need is for 
educators qualified to teach 
math, science, special education 
and English learners.
 “There is always a demand 
for quality teachers,” Erickson 
states.

 “Business isn’t personal,” Amenta says. But in the 
classroom, “the criticism hurts and isn’t easily forgot-
ten.”
 She also admits that there are days when she 
misses working in an office.
 “You take your time warming up for the day. 
You get a cup of coffee, check your e-mail,” Amenta 
relates. “In teaching, it is like running a marathon that 
doesn’t have a finish line until June.”
 But she loves the race.
 “It is hard, but I am never bored,” reflects Amen-
ta, who is expecting her first child in March. “There 
is always something new to learn.”

From stars to students
Harvey Laidman of Woodland Hills had a long suc-
cessful career directing television shows, including 
“The Waltons,” “Magnum P.I.” and ”7th Heaven.” 
But after he hit 60, he found himself frustrated by 
changes in the industry. Too full of energy to retire, 
Laidman considered teaching film but discovered 
there was little demand.
 Then his thoughts turned to science. He had 
traveled throughout the world in search of astro-
nomical wonders. He had seen Halley’s Comet in 
Australia, winter solstice in Machu Picchu, Peru, and 
eclipses in Mazatlan and the Greek Islands.
 “Teaching would be a chance to be involved with 
science every day,” explains Laidman, 65.
 Attracted to the small class sizes and accessibil-
ity of faculty, Laidman enrolled in CLU’s Graduate 
Teacher Preparation/Master’s Degree program. His 
greatest revelation came while observing a science 
class for children with special needs.

 “I really empathized with those kids,” says Laid-
man, who has a 28-year-old son. “After all those 
years of working with difficult actors, bullies and ego 
monsters, reaching these kids would be a reward 
and a pleasure.”
 Many second-career students go into special 
education, says McCambridge. “They fall in love with 
it. This is a place where they can really serve.”
 Laidman started student teaching in science 
and math classes at Los Cerritos Middle School in 
Thousand Oaks this fall. He is hoping that some of 
the skills he honed as a director, such as thinking on 
his feet, will come in handy. He also sees a connec-

tion between the way he used 
language and finesse to extract 
performances from actors and 
getting students to put forth 
their best efforts.
 “I will need to be much 
more attuned to the needs of 
my students,” Laidman surmis-
es. “After all, they’re not going 
to be there to help me achieve 
my artistic vision. I’ll be there 
to help them see the light.”

Making a difference
Once Rice decided to leave 
law, education seemed the 
obvious choice. The son of a 
teacher, he had taught busi-
ness law classes at CLU and 
California State University, 
Northridge, and enjoyed it.

 “After working all day and teaching for three 
hours, I was ready to do three hours more,” recalls 
Rice, who has two adult daughters.
 Now in his third year of teaching U.S. and 
world history at Sinoloa Middle School in Simi Val-
ley, Rice still finds the classroom invigorating. Those 
moments when he can see something happening in 
his students’ minds drive home the fact that changing 
careers was the right move.
 Although his family took a financial hit when he 
quit his job to do his student teaching and his new 
profession pays a lot less than his old one, it’s worth 
it because he’s found his passion.
 While he had great co-workers at his law firm, 
nobody really cared if he was there or not, says Rice. 
In his seventh- and eighth-grade classrooms, it’s dif-
ferent.
 “Here, someone notices,” Rice states. “I make a 
difference to somebody.’’  

After traveling the world in search of astronomical wonders, Harvey Laidman 
found wonder in the classroom.
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 Luther’s personal 
integrity, commitment 
to truth, radically new 
interpretation of faith, 
and a grim willingness and 
determination to do the 
dirty work of his age cul-
minated in the protestant 
Reformation and the rend-
ing of Western Christen-
dom. Luther was like an 
enormous wall between 
the Middle Ages with its 
hierarchical dogma and 
the enlightenment of the 
Renaissance that offered a 
clearer and more refined 
personal theology for the 
modern world.
 For Luther, God’s 
steadfast grace and love 
were to be understood 
as a gift, centered on the 
cross, calling people to 
understand meaningful 
life as service to others 
through compassion and 
hopefulness.
 When presented with 
the model and concept, 
members of the first 
graduating class were not 
quite sure how to react; 
we were certainly not 
expecting what he pre-
sented. Although the class 
had never talked about it, 
I think we were all expect-
ing a more realistic depic-
tion of Luther. Weber 
explained that this was 
not meant to be a realistic 
rendition, but a symbol 

of Luther’s time, place and posture in history: old forms were being 
questioned and new forms were emerging.
 After graduation our class moved on toward pursuing “life after 
Cal Lu,” all the time vowing to complete the statue at some time in 
the future.

Finding a vocation
Receiving a gift scholarship to further my education through travel 
following graduation, I went to Europe with the intent of going to 
Wittenberg to Luther’s Castle Church where there was purported 
to be a statue of Luther. Without a proper “Tourist Visa” to visit 
East Germany, I crossed through “Checkpoint Charlie” in Berlin 
with only a Transit Visa, which required me to stay on the Autobahn 

expressway until I reached Dresden where I had to report to the 
East German police.
 I was so intent on getting to Wittenberg that I secretly got off 
the Autobahn, found my way to Wittenberg, got a great picture of 
Luther’s statue, and went on to Dresden, later returning home to 
complete seminary and pursue the dream of finishing the statue. 
Little did I realize how much further Martin Luther was to influence 
my own life.
 In my second year at Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary, I 
took a course on Luther from the noted scholar Dr. Robert Goeser. 
A pre-seminary student at Cal Lutheran, I was now struggling with 
the decision of whether to remain in seminary or leave to follow my 
“artistic leanings” and love of art and design.
 Dr. Goeser gave me a small treatise to read that Luther had writ-
ten in the 16th century; it was called “Vocation.” In this short work, 
Luther compared the scrubwoman and the priest, basically describing 
the priest as going through his tasks virtually by rote with no feeling 
while the scrub woman, although burdened with hard physical labor, 
took pride in the end product of her efforts and displayed great joy 
in doing a good job.
 Luther ended the treatise by saying, “You are meant to do (and 
the German is not perfectly translated in English) ... that which ‘tickles 
you on the inside.’ Find that tickle and dedicate yourself to it; that is 
what you were meant to do.” The very day that I read this work is 
the day that I left seminary. I knew exactly what “tickled me on the 
inside.” I returned to school, completed a graduate degree in art his-
tory, became licensed in architecture and interior design, and opened 
my own firm in 1975.

A promise fulfilled
It took roughly 20 years for me to realize the implications of my deci-
sion to leave seminary and pursue design and art, especially as this 
related to bringing the gift of the ’64 graduating class into reality. As 
the class president, it was my responsibility to keep the class focused, 
help leverage the funds, pursue the process of developing the statue, 
and look for an environment on campus in which to place it.
 The opportunity came in 1984 when I received a call from Presi-
dent Jerry Miller. The new campus library had been announced and 
designed with a firm budget of $3.5 million. However, the construc-
tion bids had come in roughly $3 million over budget. I was asked to 
analyze the situation and report my findings and recommendations 
to the Board of Regents.
 I presented a new design to the Board, resized and reoriented 
the placement of the library to its present location, and created a 
North/South campus axis and promenade leading to a small plaza in 
front of the library. At last we had found a place for the statue.
 Ben Weber had originally conceived the statue as an enormous 
bronze figure 12- to 16-feet high, presented on a walk-up pedestal. 
By the time the Class of ’64 had raised the funds necessary to build 
such a monumental statement, Weber had reached an age that made 
it difficult for him to physically perform the work. Therefore, my 
brother David, a professional sculptor who had also studied under 
Weber at Cal Lutheran, was commissioned to transform the small 
6-inch model and concept into its present size and form. 
 A skeletal armature of wood and steel was first built. More 
than 1,000 pounds of clay was then modeled to create the finished 

form. A plaster impression was made, and this casting was shipped 
in massive pieces out to the bronze foundry in Sun City, Calif. The 
individual parts were poured in bronze and welded together. David 
then deburred, ground and burnished the finished statue. It was 
shipped to campus on a large flatbed truck completely wrapped in 
the drape that would keep it hidden until its unveiling. Finally, a large 
crane hoisted the 5,000-pound statue onto the pedestal where it sat 
until its unveiling and dedication in October 1986.

The form as symbol
The one thing that everyone agrees on when discussing art is that 
everyone has an opinion. Creativity seems to engage our “aesthetic 
sensibilities” and often challenges our accustomed ways of looking 
at things. Our instinct for order and our need to understand can be 
challenged by conceptual or abstract art; it pushes the boundaries of 
what we count as art.
 Conceptual or abstract art can nevertheless communicate some-
thing underneath appearances perhaps more significant of reality 
than any exact resemblance of reality might be. As Cézanne said of 
his own work, “I have not tried to reproduce nature, I have simply 
represented it.”
 Observing the statue’s shape and posture on site, the “enor-
mous” block-like form is reminiscent of a barrier or barricade. The 
form is narrower at the shoulders and cascades down to a wider 
base, as in a monk’s robe. The arms are truncated, suggesting abrupt-
ness, and raised in defiance as if saying, “Stop!” The form is leaning 
back, as if pushed by the force it is standing against. The face and 
head appear to represent something inside that is trying to push up, 
out and through the outer surface containing it.

 The accepted definition of symbolism is one thing standing for 
another, tacitly understood to mean not by exact resemblance. Thus 
this statue is a symbol; a symbolic expression by which Luther the 
man and his moment are recreated and reenacted. Why this sculp-
ture took the form it did is indeed complex and hidden in the per-
sonality of Ben Weber and his personal artistic expression; it was and 
is subjective, instinctive and subconscious.
 Martin Luther was a man of his time, but this symbol of what 
Luther stood for is a strong and vital statement of what CLU contin-
ues to stand for in our present context. The official seal of our insti-
tution shows that our school was founded on “Love of Christ, Truth, 
and Freedom.”
 Luther’s thoughts, beliefs and actions were based on faith, reason, 
conscience, academic discussion and a commitment to truth. What 
could be a better foundation for students seeking a liberal education 
in our modern world?  

President of the Class of ’64, Donald DeMars, IIDA, has specialized since 
1975 in the planning, design and f inancial positioning of health/f itness/
sports and mixed-use facilities throughout the world. He is the Chairman 
and CEO of Donald DeMars International, an internationally recognized 
design and development consulting f irm; President of the California 
Dreams Corporation, a nonprofit, philanthropic organization; and is Man-
aging Director of Power of Human Energy, a corporation creating capital 
resources for developing countries.

. . .this statue 
is a symbol; 
a symbolic 
expression by 
which Luther 
the man and 
his moment are 
recreated and 
reenacted. Why 
this sculpture 
took the form 
it did is indeed 
complex and 
hidden in the 
personality of 
Ben Weber.

Donald DeMars ’64, left, Sir Bernardus Weber 
and David MeMars ’74 at the dedication of 
“Enormous Luther” on Oct. 17, 1986.

Following graduation in 1964, Donald DeMars 
traveled to Wittenberg, Germany, where he 
took this photo of the Martin Luther statue.

A plaster impression of the 5,000-pound statue 
was cast then shipped in pieces to the foundry to 
be poured in bronze and welded together.
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T
wice a week for six weeks this summer, Dick and Gin-
ger Power of Ventura welcomed California Lutheran 
University senior Tiffany Linville into their home for 
coffee, cookies and a little exercise.
 With Linville’s help and guidance, Dick, 82, and 
Ginger, 83, used stretchy latex Thera-Bands to build 

strength in their legs and hips for 20 to 30 minutes per visit, then 
ended the session with a treat and some conversation with Linville, a 
21-year-old senior from Ventura who is majoring in exercise science.
 “It’s been fun. We’ve really enjoyed having her,” Ginger Power 
said. “And we thought the exercise would be a good thing.”
 Linville and her project partner, Mike Calkins, think so, too. They 
developed the training program as part of a research project on the 
role of exercise in building stability, mobility and strength in the elderly. 
They’re trying to find out if a simple, at-home exercise program can 

lead to a reduction in the dangerous falls that lead to thousands of 
serious injuries and deaths among older adults.
 “We chose a project that I think is going to be really beneficial, 
not only to the [research] subjects, but also to the field of gerontology 
and the study of aging,” said Calkins, a 22-year-old senior from Aloha, 
Ore., majoring in exercise science and sports medicine with a minor in 
communication.

A third of elderly affected
More than a third of adults over age 65 fall each year, according to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, and falls are the leading 
cause of injury deaths and hospital admissions.
 Up to a third of fall victims suffer moderate to severe injuries such 
as hip fractures or head trauma, including traumatic brain injuries, that 
can make it harder for them to get around and limit independent living.

 In Ventura County, unintentional falls were the No. 1 cause of 
fatal injuries for those older than 64 in 2004, the latest year of data 
available from the California Department of Health Care Services.
 Thirty-three adults 65 or older died as a result of falls that year 
in the county; another 1,514 fall injuries by people in that age group 
required hospitalization.
 Reducing the risk of a fall could have a dramatic effect on an aging 
adult’s quality of life and lifespan; research has shown the more active a 
senior is, the better the person’s overall health.

People using walkers
“There’s too many of these people 
that just want to use walkers,” said 
Pat Atkins, an 81-year-old study 
participant from Thousand Oaks 
who stays active despite breathing 
difficulty as a result of lung damage 
from cancer and pulmonary fibrosis. 
“I think ‘why don’t you just move?’ 
Sitting is something I do not like to 
do.”
 Calkins, who is considering a 
career in sports management, and 
Linville, who is interested in physical 
therapy, earned $8,000 in grants to 
conduct the research during their 
summer vacation.
 The competitive Swenson 
Summer Fellowship grants, provided 
through a donation to the Univer-
sity by the Swenson family, were 
awarded to 11 CLU students this 
year. The fellowships provide a rare 
opportunity for undergraduate stu-
dents to conduct scientific research, 
says Michele LeBlanc, Chair of the 
CLU Department of Exercise Sci-
ence and Sports Medicine.
 “There’s so many benefits of it, 
for both personal and professional 
development,” LeBlanc said of the 
research opportunity. “The growth, 
maturity and knowledge the students 
have gained will be immeasurable.”
 Under LeBlanc’s supervision, Linville and Calkins researched the 
topic, developed a study proposal, recruited seniors to participate and 
worked with their training subjects each week. Then, over the last two 
weeks, they put their subjects through a set of tests to measure their 
progress.

40 seniors participated
About 40 seniors, with an average age of 81, participated in the study. 
Half were a control group, participating only in the initial assessment 
of their strength, balance and stability and a follow-up assessment six 
weeks later.

 The other half of the participants, including the Powers, also par-
ticipated in the six-week, at-home exercise regimen.
 “That’s kind of our big thing in this study,” Linville said. “Everybody 
can do it in their own house. You don’t need equipment except a 
simple, little light Thera-Band, and you can do them all on your own. 
And they’re pretty quick and easy, no more than 25 minutes.”
 The testing was conducted in CLU’s new human performance lab, 
which opened a year ago in the University’s new Gilbert Sports and 
Fitness Center. The lab includes a force plate mounted in the flooring 

that was used in this study to record 
postural sway — the miniscule 
movements people make when they 
are standing in one spot.
 It also features an isokinetic 
machine that was used to measure 
participants’ leg strength by isolating 
specific muscles.
 At the end of the study, the 
Powers said they can feel the differ-
ence.
 “I’m probably a little more sure 
of myself on steps and with bal-
ance,” Dick Power said. He and his 
wife plan to continue with the exer-
cises they learned.
 Linville and Calkins, with help 
from LeBlanc, still must analyze the 
data they gathered during their 
study.
 They hope to bring all their 
research subjects back next month 
to review the changes they saw in 
the individuals who participated, as 
well as what they learned overall. 
Even without the science to back 
them up, the researchers already 
believe the work they’ve done has 
had an impact.
 “It’s amazing what can happen in 
six weeks,” LeBlanc said. “Even when 
they walked in, most of our subjects, 
we could see a difference.”  

Editor’s Note: In October, Linville, Calkins and LeBlanc met with all the 
research subjects to explain the positive results of the data analysis. The 
training proved to be very effective in decreasing postural sway, increasing 
mobility and increasing leg strength, says LeBlanc. With the success of this 
first project, the research team has already been approached by several 
organizations that would like similar balance programs conducted for their 
elderly residents. Linville and Calkins presented results of the study at the 
Southwest American College of Sports Medicine meeting in San Diego in 
November. By Michelle L. Klampe

School project helping elderly live safer lives

Reprinted with permission from Ventura County Star, Sept. 9, 2007.

Students Mike Calkins and Tiffany Linville and Dr. Michele LeBlanc 
(lower left) measure Mildred Johl’s leg strength using an isokinetic 
machine.
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ALUMNI NEWS

Debby (Dreis) Ellis, Newbury 
Park, Calif., is a buyer for an 
electronics firm in Moorpark. She 

and her husband, Joe, have two daughters 
in college and are “looking forward to 
retirement after all the tuition bills are finally 
paid!” 

Class Representative
Adele (Broas) Trent
vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com

’71
Joanne (Tonner) LaPlante, Nipomo, 
Calif., retired after 31 years of teaching and 
is enjoying her new Trilogy Central Coast 
home. 

Class Representatives
Rebecca (Overton) France
abfran@roadrunner.com
Alan Virgil
av_sbrm@verizon.net

’72

Michael Adams, Woodland Hills, Calif., 
has a solo exhibition of oil and watercolors 
at CLU’s Overton Hall through Dec. 16. His 
oil painting “Rugged Vase” was selected to 
the SmallWorks North America exhibition 
and competition, the first and only annual 
juried exhibition of miniatures on the East 
Coast. The exhibition and sale are being 
held through Dec. 31 at The Greenwich 
Workshop Gallery in Fairfield, Conn. Michael 
is represented by Galerie Esteban, Santa Fe, 
N.M. His work can also be seen at www.
MichaelAdamsGallery.com.

Class Representative
Lea Lamp
LampLea@hotmail.com

’74
Janice (Thompson) Filer, Ed.D., and 
Duane Filer, Carson, Calif., recently 

celebrated their 30th wedding anniversary. 
They are the proud parents of two adult 
children, a teacher and a law school student. 
Duane is a senior enforcement analyst with 
the state of California, and Janice is Principal 
of the California Academy of Mathematics 
and Science, a high school located on 
the campus of California State University 
Dominguez Hills.

Gretchen Glick, Solvang, Calif., was 
honored with an invitational listing in the 
Cambridge Who’s Who 2007 registry of 
executives, professonals and entrepreneurs. 
Inclusion in the registry is an honor limited 
to individuals who have demonstrated 
leadership and achievement in their industry 
and occupation. Gretchen is the Executive 
Leadership Catalyst for her own start-up 
company CMTUS Foundation, an online 
global network of individuals who have the  
neuromuscular disorder Charcot-Marie-
Tooth (CMT) syndrome. Gretchen, who 
has suffered from CMT since childhood, 
was featured in the Valley People section of 
the September 22 issue of The Santa Ynez 
Valley Journal. She was nominated for the 
Patient Advocate Award by the American 
Pain Foundation and for a CNN Heroes 
Award. Last summer she collaborated 
with Paolo Vinci, M.D., in Rome on the 
English translation of an article titled “Poor 
Compliance with Ankle Foot Orthotics in 
CMT Disease” and assisted in preparing the 
manuscript for publication.

Mary Ellen (Hanthorn) Stan, Chino, 
Calif., retired from PFF Bank & Trust as Vice 
President, Lending Division Administrative 
Coordinator in July following 17 years of 
service. During her career, she worked 
at several financial institutions specializing 

primarily in lending areas such as 
servicing and project management. 
Mary Ellen looks forward to 
expanding her volunteer hours with 
Recording for the Blind & Dyslexic 
including serving as Vice Chair-
President Elect of the Inland Empire 
unit. For fun, she plans to garden, 
attend theaters, visit museums and 
gardens, conduct genealogy research 
and “sleep in.”

Class Representatives
Rhondi (Pinkstaff) Mitchell
rpm@hartdistrict.org

’79
Alan Rose, Westlake Village, Calif., 
has been a music educator for 27 
years and has taught choral music at 
Westlake High School for the past 
22. In September, he was recognized 
as an outstanding music educator 
by Heritage Festivals. Eight of his 
performing groups attended the 
Heritage Festival in San Diego last 
April where they garnered three 
silver and five gold awards, along with 
invitations to attend the prestigious 
“Festival of Gold” in New York 
City. Two of the choirs received the 
coveted Adjudicator Award scoring 
over 95 percent.

Class Representative
Ginny Green
lhommedu@rea-alp.com

’80
Sandy Jacobson, Culver City, 
Calif., played a wench in Pirates of the 
Caribbean II and has worked in eight 
feature films in the past two and 
a half years. However, her biggest 
passion is BackStage: Los Angeles, 
“LA’s REAL Music-Interview Show,” 
a project she created and produces. 
Her guests have included music 
legends as well as up-and-coming 
artists. She is co-author of a petition 
to help get The Monkees in The Rock 
& Roll Hall of Fame on their 40th 
anniversary. For more information 
about the show and the petition, 
go to www.backstagelosangeles.
net. Sandy’s life story was published 
in October in an international 
entrepreneur magazine and is being 
considered for a feature film.

Class Representative
Elizabeth Proctor
zilnna@comcast.net

’82
Mark Sutton, Fresno, Calif., was  
named Superintendent of the Selma 
Unified School District in June after 
serving as interim Superintendent 
since March. He previously served as 
assistant superintendent and middle 
school principal in the Selma district 
and as a teacher and administrator in 
the Clovis Unified School District.

Class Representative
Tony White
Ajwhite90@verizon.net

’83
Dave LaBella, Sacramento, Calif., 
is owner of LaBella Appraisal, 
specializing in eminent domain and 
estate valuation.

Penny Yost (MBA ’06), Woodland 
Hills, Calif., is Web Design Director 
for NBC.com. She guides NBC.
com’s look and feel for all daytime, 
primetime, latenight shows and 
specials plus many online-exclusive 
features. Under Penny’s leadership, 
the NBC.com’s site “Heroes” 
received an Emmy and the site for 
“The Office” was recognized with a 
Webby award.

Christine (Parsons) Hein, 
Fruita, Colo., is currently 
working on a book which 

chronicles her mother’s journey with 
terminal cancer from a Christian 
perspective.
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’70

’89

Falk Family Scholarship Established

Howard Falk (MBA), Jerry Falk ’93 (TC ’94) and daughter 
Vanessa Nguyen ’07, Simi Valley, Calif., felt so strongly about lifelong 
learning and their college experience at Cal Lutheran that they created 
the Falk Family Scholarship. Their initial gift of $50,000 has endowed a 
scholarship that will benefit nontraditional students who are returning to 
college as adults or transferring to CLU. Howard, a former vice president 
with Farmers Insurance, is retired; Jerry teaches fifth grade at Good 
Shepherd Lutheran School; and Vanessa is taking postgraduate courses 
in the School of Education and doing her student teaching. According to 
Steve Wheatly ’77, Vice President for Advancement, the Falks have 
made a commitment to ultimately provide $250,000 for the endowed 
scholarship. 

Class Representative
Julie Donaldson-Prince
jprince007@sbcglobal.net

’90
Linda Lipscomb, Hollywood 
Beach, Calif., is a Licensed Clinical 
Social Worker with offices in Santa 
Clarita and Oxnard, both of which 
have a diverse population of clients 
and are accepting new referrals.

Class Representatives
Mark Marius
mariusteam@mac.com
Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe
garme@pacbell.net

’92

Jennifer (Shimota) Krushas, 
Lexington, S.C., is a student at 
Lutheran Theological Southern 
Seminary in Columbia. She and her 
husband, Ken, and their two children 
recently moved to South Carolina for 
her to attend seminary. Her e-mail 
address is jengteach@yahoo.com.

Jennifer Marsh, Goleta, Calif., will 
receive her Ph.D. in Animal Behavior 
from the University of Washington 
this month. She recently moved from 
Seattle with her 16-month-old son. 

Jonz Norine, Redding, Calif., is a 
partner and shareholder in the law 
firm Kenny, Snowden & Norine. Jonz 
can be contacted at jnorine@eklaw.
com.
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 “Sapne means dreams in Hindi – dreams of children,” says Tushar 
Desai, M.D., FACEP, MBA ’00, founder of Sapne Records, a 
company that produces and sells music to raise funds 
for children’s charities around the world.
 By producing high quality music 
using Indian classical musicians of 
national and international fame, Sapne 
is reintroducing the sounds of classical 
Indian music to future generations. 
Heard on the recordings are the sitar, 
santoor, sarod, sarangi, flute, tabla, 
pakhavaj and other unique instruments.
 With three CDs already on the market, 
Sapne’s newest release just in time for the 
holidays is a collection of Christmas carols 
titled “Christmas in Calcutta.” The Children’s 
Hunger Fund (CHF) has been selected as 
a beneficiary of the album. CHF, a 501(c)(3) 
charitable organization, has distributed more 
than $500 million in aid to children since 1991, 
Desai explains, and 99 cents out of every dollar goes directly to care 
for the needs of the children.
 “The children throughout the world need our support,” adds 
Desai, a resident of Fontana and Regional Medical Director of Blue 
Shield of California. “Children everywhere need food, shelter, 
education, immunization, and most of all dignity. The world has 
neglected these issues that have now become too large to ignore.”
 Selling music is not the only way in which the physician attempts 
to help those in need. As CEO of Flying Doc Inc., another 501(c)(3) 

organization engaged in charitable work, he goes to 
India every year to teach emergency medicine.
 “I was born in India but migrated here 37 
years ago and became a citizen of the [United 
States],” he says. “Nonetheless, every time I go 
to India (or parts of USA for that matter), it is 
hard for me to ignore the images of children 
and adults living in poverty.”
 While his connections with classical 
musicians in India were key to producing 
the music for his record company, Desai 
credits his training at CLU for being able 
to handle the “rest of the stuff” from 
studying the music industry to working 
with lawyers, obtaining copyrights, 

creating agreements, developing a Web site, 
and numerous other details.

  “Prior to understanding the fundamentals of the business 
world, I probably would not have envisioned the concept and taken 
it to implementation,” Desai says.
 “The basic concept,” he adds, “was to develop a self-sustaining 
entity, which could produce something tangible, music in this case, 
and sell it to generate funds for the cause. I would like to thank my 
professors at CLU for providing me with the training and the tools.”
 To learn more about Sapne Records, listen to song clips or 
purchase a CD, go to their Web site at www.sapnerecords.com. 
The company is offering a 40 percent promotional discount for the 
purchase of 10 or more CDs of “Christmas in Calcutta.”

Making Music to Feed the Poor
ALUMNI NEWS

Class Representatives
Sommer (Embree) Barwick
sembree@ci.burbank.ca.us
Stephanie (Howe) Johnson
psychkid2002@hotmail.com
Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
irene_moyer@hotmail.com

’00

Christin Farrell, Salem, Ore., works 
for the State of Oregon Department of 
Corrections as a mental health specialist 
at the Oregon State Penitentiary in Salem, 
working with more than 140 inmates. He 
received his master’s in Marriage and Family 
Therapy from George Fox University in April.

Laura Shigemitsu (MPPA ’00), 
Moorpark, Calif., has had an eventful year. In 
January, she began teaching at Connexions 
Dance Studio in Ventura. In April, she and 
her father started a real estate consulting 
business, NLS Associates, which specializes 
in subdivision budgets. And in May, she 
competed at the World Swing Dance 
Championships in Irvine and placed third 

in the Invitational Jack and Jill with Benji 
Schwimmer of “So You Think You Can 
Dance.” 

Class Representative
Inga Magi
ingamagi@gmail.com
Angela (Namba) Rowley
arowley02@yahoo.com

’01

Andrea (Gerling) Acosta, Chula Vista, 
Calif., completed her Master of Management 
from the University of Phoenix in San Diego 
in spring 2006. She is Training Manager for 
Doggie Days in Paradise, a daycare, wash and 
training center for dogs. She sings in the choir 
at First United Methodist Church where her 
husband, Juan Carlos, is Director of Music 
Ministries. They share their recently purchased 
townhouse with their cat and dog.

Gloria Espinoza-Lopez (MS), Oxnard, 
Calif., has worked at Oxnard College as an 
Extended Opportunity Programs Services/
Outreach counselor since 1999.

Class Representative
Katie (Bashaw) Johnson
katielinnae@yahoo.com

’03
Josh Murray (MS ’07), Oak Park, Calif., 
is Capitol Projects Assistant in the Facilities 
Department at CLU. He completed his 
master’s in Counseling and Guidance this 
summer with a Pupil Personnel Services 
Credential.

Class Representatives
Jon Gonzales
jdgonzal@callutheran.edu
Holly-Anne Halweg
HollyHalweg@aol.com
Beckie (Lewis) Keenan
rkeenan@callutheran.edu

’04

Cory Hughes, La Habra, Calif., is a 
storekeeper with the City of Montebello. He 
works for the Transit Department warehouse 
and controls all the parts required for work 
on the Montebello Bus Lines fleet.

Class Representative
Jeff Aschbrenner
Jeff_Aschbrenner@comcast.net

’94
Eric and Michelle (Duquette, TC 
’95) Johnson, Bakersfield, Calif., are both 
schoolteachers. Eric teaches seventh- and 
eighth-graders and Michelle teaches in 
kindergarten. They have a 6-year-old son and 
a 4-year-old daughter.

Sean Kelly, San Diego, Calif., has joined 
the pastoral team at Peñasquitos Lutheran 
Church where he will oversee congregational 
life. He and his wife, Jenny, moved from 
Minneapolis with their four sons.

Class Representative
Brian McCoy
brian.mccoy@natplan.com

’95
David Donaldson, Lake Arrowhead, Calif., 
is managing director and senior portfolio 

analyst for Advisor Check, a service he 
launched in August that analyzes portfolios 
for individual investors to help them see 
whether their financial advisors and asset 
managers are addressing their personal 
investment goals. David earned a degree 
in wealth management at the University of 
Pennsylvania Wharton School of Business 
and Wealth Management. He most recently 
served as the chief investment strategist for a 
private equity group.

Glenn Hoxie, Long Beach, Calif., is Director 
of IT for Wood, Smith, Henning & Berman, 
LLT.

Amy (Beuthel) Hastings (MA 
’05), Simi Valley, Calif., is Dean of 
Students K-8 for Sycamore Canyon 

School in the Conejo Unified School District.

Class Representative
Kari Gravrock
kgravrock@aol.com

’98
Mark Williams, Pasadena, Calif., is Regional 
Vice President of Western Hemisphere 
with Promotion Plus. He has been with the 
company for five years.

Diane Scrofano, Camarillo, Calif., 
joined the full-time English faculty at 
Moorpark College in August after 

serving as part-time instructor and part-
time librarian for the past five years. She 
earned her M.A. in English from Cal State 
Northridge and her MLIS from UCLA. A 
holder of two teaching credentials, Diane 
has been a high school English teacher and 
librarian.  

For many years, FBI crime reports have listed Ventura County as 
one of the safest metropolitan areas in the United States. But, 
that doesn’t mean that the county is free of crime, especially 
crimes relating to government fraud. 
 Two CLU alumni have teamed up to help fight those 
complex crimes that require tracking financial data and a keen 
understanding of the alphabet soup of government aid and 
organizations at the local, state and national levels. Jeff Barry 
’98, MBA ’01, (far right) and Frank Huber ’01, MBA ’05, 
began working as District Attorney Investigators for the Ventura 
County District Attorney’s Office Bureau of Investigation in 
2006 when the Bureau decided to aggressively pursue major 
fraud cases.
 While investigating government fraud, the duo has identified 
more than $500,000 in fraud in less than two years and arrested 
dozens of offenders in the process. Along with investigating 
fraud, District Attorney Investigators track criminal intelligence 
information on organized crime and conduct investigations 
relating to child abductions, worker’s compensation and 
consumer fraud, identify theft, misconduct by public officials and 
police officer involved incidents.
 Prior to joining the District Attorney’s Office, Huber worked 
for the Ventura Police Department and Ventura County Sheriff ’s 
Department 11 years. Barry worked for the Ventura County 
Sheriff ’s Department for five years before being tapped to work 
with Huber in the District Attorney’s Government Fraud Unit. 

 

Barry and Huber were strategically assigned to work together 
since they have a unique combination of law enforcement 
experience and advanced degrees in business. Though it was a 
coincidence that both completed their degrees at CLU, Barry 
admits that the alma mater connection makes them a stronger 
team.
 “We often talk about how CLU had a major impact on 
our lives,” says Barry, who earned an undergraduate degree in 
criminal justice and an MBA in management and organizational 
behavior. Huber’s bachelor’s degree is in business management 
and his MBA is in finance.

’99

’97

Alumni Partners Fight Fraud
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Alumna off to Ecuador as 
Rotary Scholar

When Kelly Tiller ’06 was 
an undergraduate, she took 
every advantage of CLU’s Study 
Abroad opportunities. And that 
has made all the difference in 
her future, according to the 
alumna who was selected as a 
Rotary Ambassadorial Scholar 
earlier this fall. 

  Sponsored by the Thousand 
Oaks Rotary Club and Rotary 

International Foundation, Tiller will move to South 
America in 2009 to establish adolescent work programs 
for some of the many youths living on the streets of 
Ecuadorian cities. While working to help these young 
people find jobs to improve their lives, she will also attend 
an Ecuadorian university to earn a master’s degree in edu-
cational administration. 
 While majoring in political science and international 
studies at CLU, the Arizona native spent a semester in 
Australia at Southern Cross University. She also com-
pleted an internship at the U.S. Mission to the European 
Union in Belgium, and studied Spanish in Costa Rica. 
Through her study abroad experiences, she found that 
learning to absorb her surroundings and the stories of 
local people truly changed the way she approaches life. 
The common bond that she has established with people 
from all over the globe has made her more determined 
to help those in need. 
 Since graduating from CLU and taking the LSAT, Tiller 
has taught special education at Environmental Charter 
High School in Lawndale and worked at a law firm in 
West Los Angeles. Prior to her departure for Ecuador, 
she plans to participate in service projects sponsored by 
Thousand Oaks Rotary at an orphanage and a children’s 
cancer center in Tijuana, Mexico. 
 The Rotary Ambassadorial Scholarship is one of the 
most prestigious and internationally known scholastic 
service awards. The Rotary Foundation selects fewer than 
800 people to study and work abroad each year in an 
effort to further international understanding and friendly 
relations among people of different countries. 
 When Tiller heads off to Ecuador, she will join the 
ranks of four other CLU alumni who have served as 
Rotary Ambassadorial Scholars: Paula Avery ’88, Lori 
Downes ’94, Jim Williams ’95 and Kristina Medic ’96.

CRIBNOTES
Chinchilla, Elizabeth Jade 
was born on July 12, 2007, to Erin 
(Radtke ’01) and Chad Chinchilla.

Geisler, Madison Grace was 
born on Dec. 13, 2006, to Courtney 
(Gongola ’00) and Ryan ’01 Geisler.

Holmes, Jadon Torrey was born 
on Aug. 21, 2007, to Sarah (Lavik 
’99) and Rich ’98 Holmes.

Lev, Mikayla Maryann was born 
on Aug. 13, 2007, to Kari (Romero 
’02) and Adam Lev.  

Moyer, Maya Eizabeth was born 
on April 22, 2007, to Irene (Tyrrell 
’00) and Stephen Moyer.

Niebolt, Linsey Rebecca was 
born on Jan. 5, 2007, to Debra 
(Andersen ’91) and Roger Niebolt.

O’Berg, Marissa Karolyn was 
born on July 18, 2007, to Michelle 
(Mauriello ’95) and Michael O’Berg.

Schroeder, Robert Jerome was 
born on Nov. 10, 2006, to Kelly 
(Ingram ’90) and Jeff Schroeder.

Seward, Katlynn Elizabeth was 
born on Dec. 26, 2006, to Abby 
Seward ’04 and Justin Villarreal.

MARRIAGES 
Scott Sebbo ’95 and Jessica 
DeSantis on April 21, 2007.

Amy Beuthel ’97, MA ’05, and 
Michal Hastings on June 30, 2007.

Michael Davis ’97 and Denise 
Ricks ’98 on April 22, 2006.

Jennifer Otto ’97 and Donnie 
Poe on Sept. 2, 2007.

Undis Fjeld ’00 and Jasdeep Singh 
on April 14, 2006.

Andrea Gerling ’01 and Juan 
Carlos Acosta in September 2006.

Dawn Melton ’02 and Joshua 
Kennedy on Oct. 21, 2006.

Jonathan Shultz ’02 and Kim 
Nunez on Sept. 23, 2007.

Josh Murray ’03, MS ’07, and 
Lindsay Elliott ’05, MPPA ’07, 
on Sept. 9, 2007.

Cory Hughes ’04 and Jennifer 
Bailey on June 30, 2007.

Kim Allen ’05 and Timothy 
Harvey on June 2, 2006.

Amanda Walker ’06 and Ryan 
Schaub ’07 on July 20, 2007.

Jillian Draper ’07 and Eric Benson 
on June 23, 2007.

IN MEMORIAM
Arthur Green ’75, TC ’76, 
passed away on  July 28, 2007.
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As interim president of California Lutheran University, one of my highest 
priorities is to encourage people to join the Fellows Circle, a group of 
supporters who give $1,000 or more to the CLU Annual Fund each year.  
First, let me expose three common myths that confuse many people. The 
truth may surprise you.

Myth 1: Tuition covers the cost of a CLU education.
The reality is tuition only covers 85 percent of the actual cost of a CLU education. Like 
many private universities, we rely on the generous support of our alumni, parents and 
friends like you to help bridge the gap between tuition and the cost of education.

Myth 2: Government money offsets costs.
People often confuse financial aid with institutional government funding. Financial aid is 
not given to colleges; rather, it’s given to students in the form of grants or loans. 

Myth 3: There is enough scholarship money for all who need it.
I wish this were true, but it is not. In order to serve a diverse student population, CLU contributes to the student scholarship fund so that 
deserving and high-need students may also have the privilege of a CLU education. The Fellows Circle was created to help address financial 
gaps associated with a CLU education and to ensure CLU’s ability to serve students in need.

Maybe some of these myths have kept you from joining the Fellows Circle. Or maybe this information has caused you to see the CLU 
Annual Fund in a new light. Either way, I encourage you to join Mary and me today as a member of the Fellows Circle by visiting  
www.callutheran.edu or calling (805) 493-3157. With your support, we can together strengthen CLU for generations to come. Thank you. 

         – Howard E. Wennes, Interim President

HOMECOMING AND PARENTS WEEKEND

FELLOWS CIRCLE Three
Common
Myths

ALUMNI NEWS

Class Representative
Jason Soyster
jsoyster@gmail.com

’05
Lindsay (Elliott, MPPA ’07) 
Murray, Oak Park, Calif., is an account 
representative at Sage Publications in 
Newbury Park.

Class Representative
Alex Mallen
amallen10@yahoo.com

’06
Jillian (Draper) Benson, Burbank, 
Calif., is Faculty HR Coordinator in CLU’s 
Academic Affairs office. She previously 

served as an administrative assistant in 
the office.

Rita Mutyaba, Washington, D.C., is 
attending law school at Georgetown 
University.

Rosalyn Sayer, Blue Jay, Calif., works 
for the play therapy company Cognition 
Builders. Last summer she worked at The 
Painted Turtle, a camp for children with 
life-threatening medical conditions, and 
next month will travel to Namibia, Africa, 
to volunteer at a camp run by The Hole 
in the Wall Association.

In celebration of the 2007 Home-
coming & Family Weekend, more 
than 685 alumni, parents and 
friends turned out for CLU’s first 
ever Alumni & Family Festival. 
 After a victorious homecom-
ing football game, fans packed the 
Gilbert Sports and Fitness Center 
Courtyard and enjoyed a medley 
of barbequed food, snacks and 
refreshments.
 The gathered lumni spanned 
the decades as the festival also 
incorporated CLU’s annual Class 
Reunions. Children took turns 
playing in the bounce house and 
introducing themselves to some 
new reptile friends, while parents 
of children young and old grooved 
to the live band.
 Take in more sites and sounds 
from the Alumni & Family Festi-
val by visiting CLU Homecoming 
headquarters at www.callutheran.
edu/homecoming. 
 See you next year! ER
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KCLU Presents Scott Simon
Host of NPR’s Weekend Edition Saturday

Sunday, April 20, 8 p.m.

Fred Kavli Theatre
Countrywide Performing Arts Center
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza

Scott
Simon

T
hinking about “liberal learning” as one of CLU’s 
primary goals, I was reminded of Gandhi’s response 
to the question, “What do you think of Western 
civilization?”

 “I think,” said Gandhi, “that it would be a good idea.”
 I certainly think that “liberal learning” is a good idea. I 
also think that there is precious little of it about currently.
 I will attempt to define liberal education, give the several 
reasons why it would be a good idea, and, as the representa-
tive of the professional schools, contend that it would be a 
good idea for programs in business and education to take a 
liberal approach.
 First, a definition, of sorts, from a paper that Nathan 
Tierney of the Philosophy Department and I gave last May:
 A liberal education is preparation for human maturity. It 
is a multifaceted concept which encompasses such things as 
the introduction into what is best in the culture; the prepara-
tion for responsible citizenship in a free society; the fostering of 
independent, flexible and creative thought; the encouragement 
of informed and principled decision-making; the cultivation of 
leadership; the acquisition of significant knowledge; and a deep 
appreciation of core ethical values.
 Or, to put it negatively, liberal education is opposed to 
indoctrination into either religious belief or political ideology 
and to mere training for the sake of performing a function. The goal of a 
liberal education is to free persons from the prisons of their ignorance and 
prejudice, not to confine them in new and better prisons of our design.
 There are five reasons why we should be engaged in liberal education, 
even though the marketplace presses for professional preparation.
 The first is that it is the economically utilitarian thing to do. Our gradu-
ates will live in a world of global pluralism including a dynamic economy that 
demands innovation, creativity and flexibility. They will interact with people 
from all over the world in ways that we can scarcely conceive today and the 
prediction is that they will probably have as many as nine changes in career 
over the course of their professional lives.
 The best preparation for this kind of life is not a narrow technical train-
ing (much less an indoctrination into a particular belief system) but rather an 
immersion in the best that has been written, composed and created over 
the course of human history, with nearly unlimited opportunities to think 
about, write about and discuss. 
 The best preparation for intelligent, principled interaction with people 
different and yet the same is knowledge, thoughtfulness and an understand-
ing of the nearly infinite variety of human experience.
 The second reason is that it is the politically expedient thing to do. If 
things continue the way they are going, our graduates will live in a world that 
is ever more democratic – in the definition of popular culture, in how the 
news and the commentary on the news are disseminated, in how political 
candidates and office holders are known and judged.
 In this kind of hyper-democracy, it is unimaginably important for the 
participants to be able and willing to read, write, listen and speak with clarity, 
honesty, insight and effect. The development of skills may get one a job, but 
it does not provide these abilities. Liberal education does.

 The third reason is that it is protection against manipu-
lation, the only way to protect ourselves against the incredi-
bly powerful and effective economic and political propaganda 
machines. We must be able to deconstruct, to analyze and 
interpret, to understand human cupidity and the temptations 
of wealth and power.
 The fourth reason, and I think the most important, 
although the least directly utilitarian, is that it is the best 
preparation for freedom. Human beings were created to 
be free, and freedom requires making informed, principled 
decisions; that is, freedom requires taking on the burden of 
making one’s own moral decisions, based on knowledge and 
understanding, and using the tools of honest, logical thought. 
We were not meant to be mere performers of functions or 
mere political or religious toadies; we were meant to be free. 
And only a rich, complex mental library gives us the where-
withal to embrace that freedom despite its terrors.
 And the fifth reason is that CLU is a Christian university, 
committed to both faith and reason, and the education we 
give here should be the best possible preparation for both. 
If we are authentically devoted to faith – not just a mindless 
following  – then we must engage in and invite our students 
to engage in an authentic study of Christianity. Imagine the 
possibilities – the Book of Proverbs, the Gospel of John, the 

letters of Paul, Augustine’s Confessions, The Divine Comedy, the Gothic cathe-
dral, all of Bach, and on and on.
 And if we are authentically devoted to reason – not just a clever, cyni-
cal, sneering playing at a superior knowingness – then we must engage in 
and invite our students to engage in the activities of reason: the acquisition of 
knowledge, the development of understanding, inquiry, synthesis, evaluation, 
and judgment in the humanities, the sciences, and the arts.
 All of these stand against mere opinionating, posturing and indoctrina-
tion. And all are separate from, and certainly no less important than, the 
acquisition of saleable skills.
  Is it possible to embed and intertwine liberal learning in those disciplines 
that are self-consciously about the development of saleable skills? More spe-
cifically, can the schools of Business and Education, in addition to the training 
they give, also – in a meaningfully integrated way – engage their students in 
the literature, history, philosophy, art and music that make up the stuff of 
liberal education? Can their students engage in a process that can legitimately 
be called a “preparation for human maturity”?
 It will come as no surprise that I believe they can.  

Dr. Thomas McCambridge is Associate Professor of 
Education at CLU. This article is excerpted from a 
speech he presented at the faculty retreat in August.

On Liberal Learning
By Thomas R. McCambridge, Ph.D.

FACULTY VIEWPOINT

Liberal 
education is 
opposed to 

indoctrination 
into either 

religious belief 
or political 

ideology and to 
mere training 
for the sake of 
performing a 

function.
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December
22 Faculty Art Show (Exhibit runs through Feb. 16)

January
19 Entrepreneur Roundtable, 9:45 a.m.-noon
23 The Monterey Jazz Festival
  50th Anniversary Tour, 8 p.m.
24-27 CLU 101, Counselor Program
26 Faculty Art Show Reception, 3 p.m.

February
8-9 Nordic Spirit Symposium: 

Myths, Digs and Saga Kings
9 CLU Leadership Institute, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
10 Faculty Concert, 2 p.m.
  Daniel Geeting, clarinet
16 Entrepreneur Roundtable, 9:45 a.m.-noon
21 Uncommon Places: Photography by Brian Stethem
  Opening reception: Friday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
  (Exhibit runs through March 27)
23 Ensemble Bella Musica, 7:30 p.m.

March
7 Valparaiso University Chorale, 7:30 p.m.
9 University Symphony: A Night at the Opera II, 2 p.m.
15 Entrepreneur Roundtable, 9:45 a.m.-noon
17-21 Choir Tour on the East Coast 

(see inside front cover)
25 Choir Home Concert, 8 p.m.
27-29 Presidential Scholarship Program
29 Admitted Student Day

April
2-21 CLUFEST 2008. Opening: April 2, 6 p.m.
3-5 Mainstage 2: “Maids of Honor,” 8 p.m.
5 Spring Showcase
6 CLU Conservatory Cellists, 1 p.m.
6-8 InCLUsive Overnight Program
10-12 Mainstage 2: “Maids of Honor,” 8 p.m.
11 University Wind Ensembles
  Leroy Anderson Centennial Celebration, 8 p.m.
11-12 Southern California Conference on Biomechanics
13 Mainstage 2: “Maids of Honor,” 2 p.m.
15 Career Expo 2008, 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
19 Entrepreneur Roundtable, 9:45 a.m.-noon
19-20 Scandinavian Festival
20 Sixth Annual New Music Concert
  “Postmodern L.A.,” 2 p.m.
20 KCLU Presents Scott Simon
  Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza, 8 p.m.
25 Senior Art Show (Exhibit runs through May 17)

May
1-3 Mainstage 3: “Ohio,” 8 p.m.
2 Honors Day Convocation, 10 a.m.
4 Mainstage 3: “Ohio,” 2 p.m.
4 University Symphony: 21st Century Ravel, 2 p.m.  

In collaboration with Multimedia and Art Departments
17 Baccalaureate/Commencement Services
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Alternative Spring Break
Coordinators: The Rev. Melissa Maxwell-Doherty ’77 
(Campus Pastor) and Stine Odegard ’03 (Coordinator 
for Community Service)

Dates: March 15-22, 2008 

Join us for our fourth annual Alternative Spring Break 
as we return to El Salvador to learn about the work 
of compassion and advocacy through the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in El Salvador. We will get to know 
Bishop Medardo Gomez, an international leader and 
Nobel Peace Prize nominee in his work for justice and 
human rights. We will work with Habitat for Humanity 
in building a cement block house and be a part of the 
Holy Week Blitz Build in El Salvador.

Cost is $1,900, or $1,100 if you are a benefit member 
of Thrivent Financial for Lutherans. Thrivent will donate 
$800 toward your trip to Habitat for Humanity. Dead-
line to reserve a space is late January.

For information, please e-mail Melissa at revmmmd@
callutheran.edu or Stine at kodegard@callutheran.edu.

WWW.KCLU.ORG
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Habitat El Salvador, Spring Break 2006



PARENTS If this magazine is addressed to a 
daughter or son who has established a new address, 
please notify us at the CLU Magazine Web site: 
www.callutheran.edu/magazine. Thank you!

60 West Olsen Road
Thousand Oaks, CA 91360-2787
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