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When Fred Tonsing joined the CLU religion faculty in
1974, he found the students “bright, energetic and silly,
just the right combination to make teaching exciting.”
For the next 30 years, “the Tonz” made learning exciting
for generations of students in the classroom, in his home
and on study tours around the world.
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The Orville Dahl Society was established to honor those who provide for the University in their estate. It was named in recognition
of CLU’s founding president, Orville Dahl, who gave life to what was then California Lutheran College. As envisioned by Dahl, a key
element to the fulfillment of our mission is the continued growth of the University’s endowment.
Fred Tonsing shares that vision and would like to invite his fellow faculty, alumni and friends to join him as a member of the Orville Dahl
Society. It is as easy as including CLU in your will. The Orville Dahl Society gives everyone the opportunity to carry on Dr. Dahl’s work.
Membership in the society is open to all who have made some form of estate or deferred gift commitment of any amount to CLU.
If you believe that you qualify for membership or would like information on how to become a member of the Orville Dahl Society, call
the Office of Estate and Gift Planning at 805-493-3166 or visit our website at www.clugift.org.
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A true Renaissance man, Tonsing pursued many interests
before coming to CLU. He earned an undergraduate
degree in chemistry and math intending to become a
geologist. Instead, he joined the U.S. Navy and served
as a commissioned officer onboard ship and then as an
instructor in Naval Communications and Intelligence.
Following his naval duty, he completed a master’s in
divinity and served as a parish pastor before earning a
second master’s degree and a Ph.D. in early Christian
literature and art.
Tonsing, a professor emeritus of religion and Greek,
sees college not only as a place where students learn
the discipline and skills that will fit them for life but also
a place where they develop as human beings. That
involves a number of fields of study and experience
including humanities, religion, arts, sciences, economics
and physical training. CLU is a place that does this well,
he says. “It prepares students not for the first job out of
school, but the last one they will have, where they will
be at the pinnacle of their achievements.”

FEATURE STORIES

Kevin Matthews

Michael L. Adams ’72

Senior Contributing Editor
Carol Keochekian ’81

Contributing Editors
Scott Chisholm
Karin Grennan
Mitzi Ward

Photographers
Erik Hagen ’04
Tracy Maple
Brian Stethem ’84

Editorial Board Members

CALIFORNIA LUTHERAN UNIVERSITY APRIL 2012

“I have traveled throughout California
and its neighboring states speaking on
a number of subjects. Wherever I go, I
tell people that I taught at California
Lutheran University. Invariably
they respond, ‘That’s a very good
school.’ CLU is a worthy institution
of learning, and that is why I have
put it into my will. It is a small school
with a very big reputation.”
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Who moved my Jimson weed?

T

ennessee Williams’ one-act Suddenly
Last Summer (1958) plays out in the
garden of a New Orleans mansion. When
the curtain goes up, the set typically
oozes with green and Venus Flytraps.
Just about everyone and everything in this world
is a carnivore.
The production that the Theatre Arts Department staged Feb. 8 at the regional Kennedy
Center American College Theater Festival in Utah
shared that stark vision but not the leafy look.
Director Nate Sinnott, a set design specialist, was
inspired by images and accounts of the asylums
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An addition to Williams’
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Multimedia students
created atmospheric
videos featuring feed from
security cameras, Venus
Flytraps, black birds of
prey and a wild finish.

Asylums in the 1950s “used
a lot of chain link to divide
the spaces.” The menacing
chorus breaks through this
barrier near the end.

Torn construction plastic
suggests broken windows and
urban decay, lends texture
and allows for “shadow work”
with the actors.

Nominated for her role as Violet
Venable, senior Martha Sadie
Griffin became the first CLU
actor in 13 years to make the
finals of the regional competition.
Below the stage is the black
sand of the Galapagos Islands,
described in the crucial passage
in which Sebastian Venable sees
a merciless “God.”
brian stethem ’84

Mission of CLU
California Lutheran University is
a diverse scholarly community
dedicated to excellence in the
liberal arts and professional
studies. Rooted in the Lutheran
tradition of Christian faith, the
University encourages critical
inquiry into matters of both faith
and reason. The mission of the
University is to educate leaders
for a global society who are
strong in character and judgment,
confident in their identity and
vocation, and committed to
service and justice.

that existed in Williams’ day, for a play that is profoundly concerned with mental health. At the same
time, Sinnott wanted the production to be “much
more about going into somebody’s mind than about
going into a real location.”
“You give the audience what they need,” said
the assistant professor, who had help from a large
student crew and the Multimedia Department.
“When Violet Venable sits there and describes that
they’re in a garden, she describes it at length. The
audience doesn’t necessarily need for you to recreate a realistic garden.”
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A restricted color palette conjures
up black-and-white film. Costumes
pull from the time of the play and
the story, set in the ’30s and ’40s.

“This is definitely not the style
of furniture that you’d see in a
wealthy New Orleans mansion.
I kept it as institutionallooking as I could.”

Gobos, or patterns placed in
front of the lighting instruments,
simulate light passing through
leaves and plants in the shadowy
garden setting.

‘Flipped’ biology
course tests well

Pop(ulism) Quiz
In Reelpolitik Ideologies in American Political Film (Lexington Books, 2012),
professor of communication Beverly Merrill Kelley illustrates the big, permanent conflicts in U.S. politics by analyzing some 185 movies. She also leaves a
trail of fun facts. Answers are at the bottom of p. 39.
1. What disappointed President-elect Ronald Reagan on a
White House visit in 1980?
A) An official providing an intelligence briefing had never heard of
Dirty Harry.
B) The War Room from Dr. Strangelove was nowhere to be found.
C) The private theater was stocked
with G- and PG-rated films.
D) The projectionist had chosen
Desperate Journey for an afterdinner screening.

When biology professor David Marcey’s semester-long experiment fell
apart, it didn’t bother him. Maybe he should have seen it coming.
“Students talk,” he reflected.
His pedagogical experiment, conducted last fall, involved teaching
one course in two ways. For one section of Biology 122: Introduction
to Genes and Development, Marcey gave lectures in class and required
reading at home – the traditional approach. In a second, “flipped”
section, he sent students to his YouTube channel on the Web for
lecture content, and reserved class time for small-group activities.
He encouraged students in the experimental section to dip into the
textbook, but didn’t require them to.
All of the tests were identical for both groups, so Marcey could
count on student performance to tell him which teaching model
worked better.
Or so he thought. Halfway into the semester, students in the
traditional class noticed that those in the new-fangled section were
performing significantly better. Soon, both groups were visiting
Marcey’s public, illustrated YouTube lectures, hitting pause and
replaying bits of video on mobile devices at odd hours.
With this miniature digital divide closed, the gap in test scores all
but vanished, too. Marcey surveyed the students in the traditional
section and discovered that two-thirds of them were watching his
cinematic lectures, or “CineLectures” as he calls them.
“I liked lectures,” Marcey said, recalling his college days. “I was
happy to listen to someone and scribble as fast as I could and review
those notes and read the book and put it together. But most students
aren’t like that. This generation in particular is much more videooriented.”
Few video-based, virtual textbooks like Marcey’s exist, and he gets
worldwide hits on his YouTube site. He’s applying for funding to create
a manual that would give instructors the tools to create their own
video- and inquiry-based courses.
Going forward, he’ll leave out the experiment and “flip” all of his
lecture classes.
“Many experiments fail in the laboratory,” said Marcey. “This one
actually seemed to work very well.”
Marcey’s CineLectures can be found by searching YouTube
for “dmflyboy.”

2. Which screenplay was by a
“card-carrying communist”?
A) Mr. Smith Goes to Washington
(1939)
B) The Fountainhead (1949)
C) The Red Menace (1949)
D) The Blob (1958)
3. Fill in the blanks. “Sixth, ____
worked because, although the
filmmakers were Hollywood
liberals, they didn’t make _____
into a right-wing buffoon – not
to the extent The Manchurian Candidate ham-handedly
spoofed Joe McCarthy.”
A) Inherit the Wind…Matthew Brady
B) Wall Street … Gordon Gekko
C) The Candidate…Crocker Jarmon
D) Patton … the general
4. Which film “is based on the
Goethe legend in which Dr.
Faustus bargains with Mephistopheles”?
A) Apocalypse Now (1979)
B) Huey Long (1985)
C) Wall Street (1987)
D) Wag the Dog (1997)
5. Who said this about what
film? “I left that movie stunned.
I mean, I floated out of the theater.… I remember talking to
a multitude of guys ... who felt
exactly the same way.”
A) A mob informer, about The Godfather (1972)
B) A gang member, about The Warriors (1979)
C) A retired boxer, about Raging
Bull (1980)
D) A hostile takeover specialist,
about Wall Street (1987)

6. Fill in the blanks. “ ____
shouldn’t have worked at all
– it was a box office disaster
waiting to happen. The subject
matter – _____________ – not
only should have proven boring but also largely irrelevant
to the teen demographic most
coveted by theater owners.”
A) All the President’s Men … a slowcrawling news investigation without romance
B) Lawrence of Arabia … the conflicted loyalties of a British officer
C) M*A*S*H … shenanigans in a
field hospital, with gore
D) Patton … the biography of some
WWII general
7. Which film “took aim at the
courage necessary for a single
individual to stand up to the
fascist bullies on” the House
Un-American Activities Committee?
A) The Thing (1951)
B) High Noon (1952)
C) Julius Caesar (1953)
D) On the Waterfront (1954)
8. What was the name of the
mission that snared Saddam
Hussein on Dec. 13, 2003?
A) Operation Running Man
B) Operation Firefox
C) Operation Scarface
D) Operation Red Dawn
9. How did The New York Times
describe the genre of All the
President’s Men as it went into
production?
A) an “inside-out mystery”
B) “our long national political ad”
C) a “buddy film”
D) a “paranoid docu-thriller”
10. Which top-grossing film
was “also a symbolic representation of America shifting from
self-centered detachment to
interventionist involvement”?
A) Casablanca (1942)
B) Harvey (1950)
C) On the Beach (1959)
D) First Blood (1982)
APRIL 2012
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Carol Heyer ’73 – The Little Shepherd’s Christmas (Ideals Children’s
Books, October 2011) is the tale
of the first Christmas, told from
the viewpoint of a little boy. Humphrey’s First Palm Sunday (Ideals,
February 2012), a follow-up to the
popular Humphrey’s First Christmas,
finds the delightfully goofy camel,
three decades older and not much
wiser, in the midst of Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem.

Reese Halter (Biology) – The Insatiable Bark Beetle (Rocky Mountain
Books, October 2011) is a passionate call for change that offers a look
at the future that humanity may face
if the spread of bark beetles to new
ecosystems in the context of global
warming is not addressed. The Incomparable Honeybee and the Economics of Pollination-Revised and
Updated (Rocky Mountain Books, October 2011)
continues Halter’s crusade to save the honeybee, an
animal which has profoundly shaped Earth for 110
million years.

Jannette Jauregui ’03 – Ventura
County Veterans: World War II to
Vietnam (Arcadia Publishing, July
2011) is a collection of photographs
chronicling the military careers of
more than 230 Ventura County
veterans of World War II, the Korean
War and the Vietnam War. The book is part of the
Images of America series.

Grady Hanrahan (Chemistry) – Key Concepts in
Environmental Chemistry (Academic Press, September 2011) offers a concise introduction to
environmental chemistry and the dynamic nature of
environmental systems.

Beverly Merrill Kelley (Communication) – Reel
politik Ideologies in Political Film (Lexington, February
2012) presents a comprehensive history of American political film. The book arranges six political
ideologies in diametrically opposed pairs: populism
vs. elitism, fascism vs. antifascism, and isolationism
vs. interventionism. Libertarianism, communism and
internationalism, which were rarely tackled by Hollywood, are also discussed. Each chapter includes an

in-depth case study featuring the political film that
best illustrates each ideology.
Diana Stephens (Education, Counseling and Guidance) and Randall B. Lindsey – Culturally Proficient
Collaboration: Use and Misuse of School Counselors
(Corwin Press, July 2011) makes a compelling case
for recognizing professional school counselors as
leaders of 21st-century change rather than “gatekeepers” of the status quo.
Walter Stewart (Languages and
Culture) – Friedrich Nietzsche, My
Sister and I: Investigation, Analysis,
Interpretation (Xlibris, August 2011)
continues the author’s work on
Nietzsche and provides fresh perspective on Nietzsche’s place in
Western philosophy.
Katherine L. Taylor ’99 and Kathleen Taylor – Eddie
and Bingo: A Friendship Tale (Inkwater Press, January 2011) is a children’s book based on a true story
about a Navy photographer and a stowaway puppy.
Carla Walter (Management) – Black Social Dance
in Television Advertising: An Analytical History (McFarland, August 2011), published under the name
Carla Stalling Huntington, exposes the ways in
which dance in advertising affects consumers –
often unknowingly. The study covers the period
since the 1950s, drawing on a variety of disciplinary
approaches and theories of dance.

Give Every Student the Tools to Succeed
Loyal contributors to the CLU
Annual Fund support the University’s
general operations and immediate
needs, including financial aid,
faculty salaries, lab and classroom
equipment, and academic programs.
Tuition and fees cover only 85
percent of the cost of educating a
student. The CLU Annual Fund helps
to make up the other 15 percent
with gifts from alumni, friends,
students, parents and staff.

CLU ANNUAL FUND

WWW.CALLUTHERAN.EDU/GIVE OR CALL US AT 805-493-3829
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fter eighth grade, Jack Ledbetter was back for a summer visit on
the southern Illinois farm where he was born, “horsing around”
with two cousins who were more like brothers to him. Too soon it was
time to leave, again.
The poet and CLU professor emeritus remembers his farewell to
cousin Bill from the backseat of his family’s old ’38 Dodge.
“It was raining and Bill came up to the window. And I remember I
was starting to cry and I put four fingers up against the window, meaning ‘four years I know I’ve got to go to high school and I’ll be back.’
Well, I never came back,” Ledbetter said.
In the world of Ledbetter’s poems, it is often almost time to lose
something or someone important. You might deny that or hold it off
for a moment. You might try to snatch back your loss, like a woman
wading in a river who throws a letter in and thinks twice about it. In
“Old and Lost Rivers,” the title poem of Ledbetter’s just-published collection, that woman can’t catch her letter. Waters do not back up to
explain things like that; if they did, they might say:
but we took it, along with a big wooden spoon we carried all the way
from the Piney Woods out east, yes, we saw her...
and the man on the other side, watching...
we wondered what happened to them...but we kept moving…
Mournful isn’t the only tone in Old and Lost Rivers, as Ledbetter also
celebrates places fixed in his memory. Above all, he writes about the
farm in Illinois and Nebraska’s Bohemian Alps. Next come the rolling
prairies of the Palouse, where Washington, Idaho and Oregon meet,
the setting of at least a dozen poems.
Ledbetter joined the English Department in 1970 and continues
teaching here beyond his retirement, so the Santa Monica Mountains

In Memoriam
Robert H. Doering, former
director of athletics and chair of
the Physical Education
Department from 1980 to 1994,
died Feb. 1, 2012, in Oceanside,
Calif. He was 83. During
Doering’s 14-year tenure, the
department grew from six fulltime faculty members to 12 fulltime and 24 part-time coaches
and instructors. Doering upheld
CLU’s high academic standards
for student athletes and was
instrumental in the University’s
decision to join the NCAA Division III Southern California
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference. Active in the American
Association of Health, Physical Education and Recreation from the
local to national levels, Doering served on the Board of Directors
of the Southwest District from 1975 to 1980 and as president in
1977. A native of St. Louis, he earned a bachelor’s degree from
Valparaiso University, a master’s from Washington University and a
doctorate from University of Southern California. He is survived by
his wife, Ann, son, Jonathan, and two granddaughters.

have a place in his writing,
as do scattered sites such
as the Houston marshes,
Mississippi tributaries and
the western extreme of
the Canadian border.
Inspiration comes two
ways. Sometimes a word
(volvulus) or names (Emo,
Jucie) impose themselves,
and Ledbetter joins them
with an experience, painting the internal lives of his
characters with a few deft
strokes. Other times, when
a memory is foremost, he
writes about the emotion
that first accompanied
the remembered thing, as
Wordsworth advised.
Thinking of the farm
brings back a ghost story,
the marvelous smell of a puppy’s belly, the horizon and the unknown
world beyond it, or “that strange farm silence, a strange silence just like
the farm.”
“I wanted that [small farm] life, but I couldn’t have it,” Ledbetter
said. “I couldn’t live it, so I wrote it. And that pretty much explains it,
I think.”
brian
brianstethem
stethem ’84

Joan Blacher (Education emerita)
– Lethal Lake (Zumaya Publications, March 2011) is the second
novel in the Ardis Jensen mystery
series. When the body of a valued
professor is found in a lake adjacent
to an enclave of wealthy ranchers,
Jensen, a former forensic psychologist turned university counselor, is reluctantly drawn
into the murder case by the pleas of the victim’s
daughter and the urging of the small town Vista
Park police chief.

Professor emeritus of English J. T. Ledbetter’s latest collection of poems, Old and Lost Rivers
(Lost Horse Press, 2012), is the winner of the Idaho Prize for Poetry.

CLU Gospel Choir debuts

brian stethem ’84

WRITERS BLOCK

Farm silence

The CLU Gospel Choir, formed last September, sang Hezikiah
Walker’s “I Need You to Survive” at a Jan. 25 University Chapel
service dedicated to the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. The first-ever
gospel concert on campus was Feb. 10.
APRIL 2012
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Harbach takes conference
swimming title
josh Martin (brooks institute)

“I

Freshman Mimi Harbach won the 400-yard individual medley at the
Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference (SCIAC)
Championships on Feb. 20. Her time of 4 minutes, 35.05 seconds,
earned her a provisional qualifying spot in the NCAA National
Championships.
Harbach went on to place third overall in the 1,650-yard freestyle
and fifth in the 500-yard freestyle. She was part of a Regals swimming
and diving team that finished fifth at the championship meet.
The men’s team finished in fourth place at the SCIAC Championship meet and tied for fourth in the final conference standings this
season.
Sophomore Conrad Sheffer placed in the championship finals for
three events over the four-day competition: the 200-yard breaststroke, 200-yard individual medley and 100-yard breaststroke. He
broke his own school record in the 100 breast, becoming the first
CLU swimmer to complete the event in under 59 seconds. He
teamed up with sophomore Aaron Waters and seniors Jon Rye and
Grant East to break the program’s 400-yard medley relay record.
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don’t like to teach everybody the same
thing. I like to find out where they’re strong
and develop that strength,” says Dan Welden, as he inks a steel-backed plate for printing inside of
the Kwan Fong Gallery. The gallery served as the Sag
Harbor, N.Y.–based master printmaker’s workshop
during his residency at CLU from Jan. 30 to March 7.
On this afternoon, Welden busies himself
unhurriedly, eyes glittering, the way you’d picture
Santa Claus in February. He offers to comb his hair for
photos or to mess it up a bit, saying he’s flexible.
In the 1970s he came up with a novel printmaking
method called Solarplate, which uses sunlight instead
of engraving tools to make designs for printing. He’s
been using and teaching it worldwide ever since. The
principal advantage of the method, compared with traditional copper plate etching, is that no toxic chemicals
are required to ready the plate for the press.
So rather than fuss with solvents and the gallery’s
ventilation, Welden scrubs out the unexposed
portions of the Solarplate’s light-sensitive top layer
using tap water. Because of the overcast day, he’s
left the Solarplate outside to catch ultraviolet rays
for a full minute instead of 30 seconds, which is
nearer to the norm in Thousand Oaks.
A less obvious advantage of Welden’s print
making method is that it allows him to follow
his teaching philosophy of focusing on an artist’s
strengths. As Jason Nguyen ’11 points out, a Solarplate artist begins his or her process by deciding
how to produce the transparency that partially covers the steel-and-photopolymer plate. You could
start with a drawing, a photograph or a piece of
digital artwork rendered on mylar. This opens up
fine art printmaking to all sorts of visual artists.
For his own works in the mode of abstract
expressionism, Welden makes drawings on transparencies using his fingers and other tools. On this day,
he tells the students and local artists assembled in the
gallery that he started off with “some garbage.”
In time, Welden will ink the Solarplate for a
relief print (showing the raised surfaces) and wipe it
off for an intaglio print (showing the grooves). The
Welden donated a Solarplate print run titled “The Gift” to the Art
plate goes under a roller press along with a broad
sheet of damp paper, the high-quality kind made from Department. At press time, a few of the 40 prints were still available.
discarded rags.
February helped to pay for the days and hours that he dedicated to
“This is the beginning of a piece as opposed to the end,” explains
Colell’s current students. Several of the attendees were local artists
Welden after pulling the print. “I use the print many times as a point of
who frequently audit art classes on campus. Welden also donated the
departure” for further drawing and painting.
proceeds of a 40-print run to the department.
Nguyen first learned these techniques from Welden as an art major,
Today’s students, according to Welden, relish the idea of making art
at a workshop organized by CLU printmaking instructor Kristi Colell.
with their hands because they spend so much time at computers.
“I ended up making a lot of work just because it was so quick and
“They used their hands before they used the computer, and then
so easy,” he said.
they got into the computer and they forgot about their hands. I’m very
Later, Colell and Nguyen both taught alongside Welden in
much one to bring back what’s inherent to human beings,” he said.
Florence, Italy, and Nguyen worked as his assistant again this spring
CLU’s Artists and Speakers Committee and the Art Department
during the six-week residency.
sponsored the master printmaker’s residency.
Two intensive printmaking workshops taught by Welden in

Regals basketball
advances to
NCAA Tournament
scott chisholm

Solar printmaker catches February rays

Decked out in pink headbands and socks for Breast Cancer Awareness
Night at Gilbert Arena on Feb. 4, the Regals came up with the goods for
a 61-60 regular season win over La Verne. A rebound and assist by junior
Erica Whitley (l) led to the winning basket with 0.3 seconds to go.

josh Martin (brooks institute)

For the first time in program history, the women’s basketball team
won the Southern California Intercollegiate Athletic Conference
(SCIAC) Post-Season Tournament, with a 61-58 victory over Redlands
on Feb. 25. As tournament champions, the Regals earned the SCIAC’s
automatic qualifying berth into the NCAA Tournament.
CLU finished the regular season tied for third in the conference
standings and as the No. 4 seed for
the post-season tournament. The
Regals went on the road for backto-back games and took down top
seed Occidental and No. 2 Redlands
to earn the title. They joined the
64-team field competing for the
national title March 2-17.
On the men’s team, senior
Aaron Van Klaveren led the
conference this season in scoring,
rebounds and field goal percentage.
While maintaining an academic
grade point average of better than
3.5, he became the 25th player in
team history to score more than
1,000 career points and ranks
second all-time in Kingsmen hoops Aaron Van Klaveren
history in rebounding.

6 finish season as
All-Americans
Six members of Cal Lutheran fall
sports teams were among the best
Division III athletes in the nation.
Senior Justin Haulcy-Bateman and
junior Jackie Russell were named
First Team All-Americans by
D3football.com and the American
Volleyball Coaches Association
(AVCA), respectively.
Russell’s teammates freshman
Kylie McLogan and junior transfer
Shannon Pearson were chosen as
AVCA Honorable Mention. All
three will return to compete for the
Regals next fall.
Senior Sinead Vaughan of the
women’s soccer team was named to
the Third Team in the National Soccer Coaches Association of America
(NSCAA) and Second Team for
D3soccer.com. Teammate junior Jess
Dingman was named to the D3socJackie Russell
cer.com Third Team.

josh Martin (brooks institute)
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1 Ian Durham, who was drafted last year by the Philadelphia Phillies, pitches
for the Kingsmen alumni against the current team. 2 Billy Haynes chats with
former teammates in the dugout. 3 Gabe Ward shakes hands with the Kingsmen following the games. 4 Nick Dingman ’11, Chad Heschong ’10 and Matt
Martin ’10 keep their eyes on the pitcher as they wait on deck. 5 Dingman
disputes a call at home plate. 6 Steven Omlor ’09 comes around to score for
the younger old-timers in game one. 7 Pitcher Scott Courneya would like to
see his kids go to CLU. 8 Chris Goodenough ’02 singled in the old-timers’
game. 9 All of the alumni returning for the Feb. 4 games played under head
coach Marty Slimak over the last 18 years. 10 Coach Slimak and Ed Campaniello chat between innings of the old-timers’ game.

1

tracy maple

Coach Marty Slimak guesses that CLU has been hosting baseball
alumni games in the current format for at least a decade.
The highlight, if you’re there to watch baseball, is the nine-inning
afternoon contest between the current Kingsmen team and a selfselected squad of top alumni players, many of whom still play in local
leagues. Slimak’s current team would be the betting man’s favorite,
though not necessarily by much.
“We look at this like a regular game for us,” said the winningest
coach in CLU athletics history just before the game on Feb. 4. In the
end, the current team did defeat the “visitors,” time-travelers whose
college playing years go back to the early 1990s in some cases, by a
margin of 10-2.
The day was also a social gathering. The four-inning morning
game between two groups of “old-timers” – one made up of alums
who finished their college careers before 2007 – may have had the
better overall atmosphere. Astride the dugout, conversation hit on
kids and how to qualify for health insurance, before circling back to
what was happening on the field.
“He never could hit a curveball.”
Clank.
“Change-up.”
Following a 5-2 comeback win by the younger alumni, Slimak
announced that their team had ended a six-year losing streak against
the “old old-timers.”
“I pitched one inning. I’m good,” remarked Scott Courneya,
while the game stood tied. He was a first-team All-SCIAC pitcher in
2001.

tracy maple

Baseball alumni fall to the current
team, and “younger old-timers” end
a six-year drought on “Sparky”
Anderson Field.

tracy maple

Another
college
try
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José Marichal

2 hours ago Like - Comment - Share

Facebook’s North American Users Drop Off |
Adweek
http://www.adweek.com/news/technology/fa...
In January of this year, we were faced with an
inexplicable phenomenon. Birds were falling
dead from the sky. Now we may be faced with a
similarly baffling conundrum. Facebook is losing
users.

José Marichal There are lots of challenges for FB’s business
model. Here’s an old link about FB’s May 2011 numbers. At
some point FB either gets new users, possibly in China, or has to
squeeze more information out of existing users.

Is Facebook going to stay on top and get billions of users, or are we going to
be talking about Google Plus or Twitter or something else next year?

Gumby
April 2012

José Marichal - The problem is not that FB makes people ignore
politics. It’s that it encourages people to view politics through the
lens of the personal, through the lens of how you *feel* about
all of the things out there that affect us. We wind up having
conversations about how we *feel* about the Greek debt crisis
or the Eurozone or the $14 trillion debt, rather than having
a conversation about the actual $14 trillion debt. Of course,
Facebook didn’t create the politics of the personal, and it didn’t
create the problem of fragmentation. It augments the See more
3 hours ago - Like 6

Gumby - It’s not bad, but I need my own cable TV show!
4 hours ago via mobile - Like

José Marichal - When people do talk about politics on Facebook,
they usually do it to vent, not to mobilize – even though FB is good
for mobilization. That’s what I found in a study of international
Facebook groups. FB is a great vehicle to capture outrage.
4 hours ago - Like

Mariko Suzuki - You should have heard the talk in SF. Awesome.
Way to GOOOOO, Jose!
4 hours ago - Like

Finally read some of your book. I guess social networking, or at least FB, is
television on steroids. When it’s not just superficial, it’s a lot of YELLING IN
ALL CAPS!!!! Not exactly a place for searching political discussion.

Gumby
April 2012

Gumby Don’t go “like” it now, but did you like the (p. 5) quiz we
put up about politics and film? It’s something different, I thought,
but I couldn’t tell if anyone noticed. Print media :(
2 people like this View all 13 comments

José Marichal Hi, thanks. I have difficulty posting status updates;
it’s really uncomfortable for me. I’m aware that part of my interest in FB is my fascination with how free my friends and peers
are posting updates. I’m much more of a responder. You know,
“You’re going to an interview today? Good luck. You won’t need it!”
6 days ago - Like

Hey professor, what do you do with Facebook besides study it? Everything
good? Congrats on the book and thanks for the advance copy.

Gumby
April 2012

• Publishing Facebook Democracy with Ashgate Press (July 2012)

• Studies Civic Life, Diversity, Technology

• Works at CLU, Political Science

Q&A

José Marichal I think there are other spaces online where good
discourse happens. I like blogs. The blog, sadly, has become
long-form writing. But it’s a place where you can develop ideas.
It’s not restricted. But your question is, can you turn FB into a
discursive space? Can you use it to move toward consensus with
people who disagree with you? I’m not sure you can. You can
certainly try.
About a minute ago - Like

If FB is here to stay, could we make it better for democracy by
changing the things we talk about? Or listening harder?

Gumby
April 2012

Jennifer Morales With friends like Barack…well, you know.
Anyway, right on. If you don’t like the political statements people
make on FB, you ignore it, and if it’s not your best friend or your
mom, you unfollow them. End of story.
9 minutes ago - Like

José Marichal No, FB is great for your personal life. The
problematic part is when you expect public life to be like your
private life, because public life is about compromise. There
should be an air of formality in public life. That formality can be
a good thing. There’s a danger in expecting the president to be
your “friend.”
10 minutes ago - Like

Gumby But in the end don’t you hate FB? You’d click the “hate”
button if FB had one.
16 minutes ago - Like

José Marichal In cultures and places where the self isn’t
regarded very highly, an emphasis on the self and “I feel this”
is really useful, because you can start to mobilize people. I talk
about the need for compromise and listening to others, but when
you don’t have a voice, listening is not as relevant.
19 minutes ago -Like 4

Fred Hatter FB’s privacy statement has only been translated into
seven languages. That’s an issue right there. Gumby, you really
ought to read Jose’s book. There’s going to be a whole section
on FB in the Egyptian revolt.
20 minutes ago - Like

Are there countries where people use FB much better than we do? I mean
for talking politics and organizing.

April 2012

Gumby

José Marichal A lot of Facebook’s orientation is getting you to
stay there. Because that’s their business model, they’re going
to try to create an environment that doesn’t lend itself to challenging discourse. They want it to be affirming and “likes” and
“share things I like” and “share things I’m interested in.”
22 minutes ago - Like

I’ve always cared a lot about politics and social issues, but I think I get
into more arguments at dinner than on FB, LOL.

Gumby
April 2012

Listen, Facebook

Grant for
teachers who
understand
hearing loss
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only one in California that prepares educators to teach listening and
spoken language to students older than age 6.
For those teacher candidates who started last summer, the tuition
aid came as a late, very welcome surprise.
“It’s a great relief,” said Westendorf. “Now I can just focus on my
program and class and homework.”
Teacher candidates arrive at CLU with varied strengths, such as
skills in sign language and Spanish. More than half of Californians
diagnosed with hearing loss live in homes where Spanish is spoken.
“I really feel like I’ve found a good niche to use my Spanishspeaking abilities for something good,” said Jessica Lopez, who had
her eyes opened to new possibilities when she taught English to children with hearing loss on her year abroad in Madrid.
Although the teacher candidates must learn to sign, CLU’s program makes maximum use of the listening abilities of young students.
“Hearing, but also listening. They really have to attend to sound,”
explained program director Maura Martindale, who has more than 30
years of teaching experience and is the chair of CLU’s Special Education Department. “Spoken language is learned through audition, and
that’s the best, fastest way to do it. We’ve tried for centuries to do it
all kinds of other ways.”
Cynthia Hernandez, M.S. ’11, first learned about the field through
L.A.’s John Tracy Clinic, where she now works.
“I was fascinated to think that children with hearing loss could
actually learn to listen and to speak,” she said. “Whenever you think
children with hearing loss, it’s everyone’s assumption that you think
sign language.”

Hernandez remains involved with the
CLU program as a field supervisor at No
Limits for Deaf Children, a Culver City–based
nonprofit. There, the teacher candidates
design and execute lessons for students in
grades K-6.
One Saturday last semester, teacher candidates led three boys and their families in
games under Hernandez’s supervision. Josue
Alva’s eyes brightened as he guessed what was
inside of the gift boxes that he and his mother
were shaking.
The lessons are for parents as much as anyone; 92 percent of deaf and hard-of-hearing
kids are born to two hearing parents.
When Westendorf had his first teaching
experience last semester, at a West Hollywood
elementary school, parents peppered him with
questions about hearing loss and how far their
Josue Alva plays a game of Pin the Ornament on the Christmas Tree
kids could progress.
that builds vocabulary and tests his reactions to spoken cues.
“Do you drive?” asked one Spanish-speaking parent through a translator. The question
After class at No Limits, Lizeth Pacheco said that free instruction
surprised Westendorf, who went away to Denver for college to learn
for her two sons with cochlear implants has shown her how to be a
independence.
teacher for them.
“I said, ‘Of course. I drive.’ And they asked how I could hear the
“It helps me to help,” she explained in Spanish.
ambulances and the fire trucks. I said, ‘I don’t. I have the music blaring.’ They got a good laugh out of that.”
brian stethem ’84

eff Westendorf has early memories of feeling “wiped out” by
speech therapy. His 12-hour days as a preschooler who wore
hearing aids started with flash cards before the morning bus
arrived, and ended with him falling asleep in front of “The
A-Team.”
He was struggling to talk, and it paid off. By age 5 or 6
he was speaking, and today he sounds like the graduate
student he is.
“A lot of people said there were things I couldn’t do,
and I did them. I played sports all through high school,” said Westendorf, who is working toward a CLU teaching credential and master’s
degree in education for the deaf and hard of hearing.
With early screening and diagnosis, cochlear implants for profoundly
deaf children, better hearing aids and more effective teaching methods,
children with hearing loss are having unprecedented success in general
education settings.
To meet the needs of its fast-growing deaf and hard-of-hearing populations, however, California needs more specialized teachers. And this
school year, the CLU Graduate School of Education’s efforts to remedy
the shortage received a major boost in the form of a $1.2 million Education Department grant.
Eighty percent of the federal money goes toward tuition and
books in the two-year program, covering the better part of Westendorf’s master’s degree and those of 11 other currently enrolled teacher
candidates. In all, the grant will allow CLU to prepare 48 specialists
to teach students from birth to age 22 and to advise general classroom
teachers. Based at CLU’s Woodland Hills Center, the program is the

Cynthia Hernandez, a CLU alumna who trains teacher candidates at No Limits
for Deaf Children, covers her mouth so that Brian Pinto Pacheco can’t rely on
lip-reading skills to understand her.

brian stethem ’84

A $1.2 million federal award will help put 48 teachers for
deaf and hard-of-hearing students through CLU’s
Graduate School of Education.
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WITHIN AND WITHOUT
If you catch the CLU campus looking
and feeling like an all-outdoor space,
or maybe a great green indoors,
the credit goes to a coastal climate
and CLU’s first architect.
efferson A. Elmendorf, the architect of CLU’s original
Centrum – not just the structure that now houses a
café, but the seven barrel-roofed buildings in shouting
distance of it – died Nov. 30 at the age of 85.
Maybe that ends an era for CLU, or maybe not.
According to the master plan approved under founding president Orville Dahl, the Centrum was supposed
to become a shopping center with professional suites, a
sort of bucolic strip mall that would serve (and employ)
students while raising revenue for the campus. Higher
learning was to move uphill from the chicken coops
that Elmendorf converted for the new college, with a
chapel and a conference center at the summit of Mount
Clef and academic buildings nearby.
Since that vision was never realized, you could
make the case that Elmendorf’s impact on CLU has
steadily faded.
The early building frenzy that he led definitely came to an end.
Sounds of heavy machinery, hammers and saws were rarely heard
again until Pearson Library’s construction in the 1980s. Then came
the largest construction boom in campus history, which continues
today with at least one building dedication or groundbreaking in
each of the past 12 years.
Still, if you stop to consider what Elmendorf was up to, as the
architectural guidelines that are today in effect explicitly do, then
you may come to an opposite conclusion about the extent of his
influence on the campus today. From the Swenson Center up the

By Carol Keochekian ’81 and Kevin Matthews
16 CLU MAGAZINE

APRIL 2012 17

18 CLU MAGAZINE

erik hagen ’04

erik hagen ’04

“Transparency” is one
of the watchwords of
the architectural design
guidelines that were
approved in 1999
and are still in use.

academic corridor, and on across Olsen
Road, many echoes linger of the Centrum
complex dedicated in 1962.
The most noticeable feature of the
original buildings is the barrel-vault roofs
made of poured concrete. Donald DeMars
’64, who designed Pearson Library, wrote
that the scalloped forms “were chosen by
Elmendorf because they did not require
vertical structural support, thus allowing
large, open and uncluttered interior classroom spaces.” These interiors enjoy natural
light reflected from the rows of lunettes
underneath the rooftops, which jut far out
from walls of glass to prevent heat from
gathering indoors.
The rooftops were also the architect’s
way of projecting Dahl’s vision of an optimistic, futuristic campus fit for the Space
Age. Elmendorf took his direct inspiration
from photographs in an architectural journal of new buildings in Mexico, according
to Ernst F. Tonsing’s California Lutheran
University, College of Our Dreams: the First
Fifty Years 1959–2009.
The concrete half-cylinders were not
common at the time, recalls Jack Samuelson of Samuelson Brothers, one of the

contractors for the emerging college. His
firm had never made them before.
“The walls were built first, and then
forms were placed on top of the plate lines
[walls],” Samuelson said. “Concrete was
then poured into the forms to about five
inches thick. The roof was poured in sections, and once the concrete set, the forms
were moved to the next section.”
What was the effect of this trouble,
over the years? You’ll know if you’ve ever
made eye contact from yards off with someone standing in the Centrum Café. More
recently, it is possible to look right through
the William Rolland Stadium complex to
the goalposts and the hills beyond.
“Transparency” is one of the watchwords of the architectural design guidelines
that were approved in 1999 and are still in
use. Citing the need for continuity with
older structures on campus, the guidelines
endorse extensive use of glass, as well as
interior and clerestory windows, allowing people to see one another and be seen.
Entryways of academic buildings are supposed to be inviting and lead to indoor and
outdoor gathering spaces. Usually clothed
in glass and framed by brick, they present, as

the guidelines put it, “a clear entry and public face to the campus.”
Think of the two grand entryways that
showcase stairwells in the Spies-Bornemann
Center for Education and Technology,
completed in 2002. They are set off from
the brick and stucco by more than two
stories of glass and feature shade-making
protrusions.
In a way this is Elmendorf all over again,
albeit with updated materials and straight
lines. The newer residence halls, the Soiland
Humanities, Swenson and Gilbert Centers,
and even Rolland Stadium exhibit variations on this pattern, although they don’t all
include the whole checklist of features.
A direct connection between indoors
and outdoors is important in sunny Thousand Oaks, because faculty members and
students constantly meet and do their work
in both kinds of spaces. The architectural
guidelines pick up on this, starting with the
premise that community is integral to campus life. Landscaping and building design are
meant to promote interaction and collaboration, providing meeting and working spaces.
CLU senior project manager Valerie Crooks
points to the Swenson Center’s patios as “a
good example of expanding gathering areas
to the outdoors.”
Crooks, who has managed campus construction projects including Trinity Hall and
Rolland Stadium, said that Soiland Humanities Center (1999) and Samuelson Chapel
(1991) have become touchstones for subsequent building designs. The rounded façade
of Lundring Events Center borrows from
the chapel, she said. Because of the importance of the chapel, she added, care is taken

not to allow new structures to overshadow
it architecturally.
“We want to make sure all buildings
look somewhat the same – have a tie – but
also have an element that differentiates
them,” Crooks said. So Trinity Hall mirrors the design of Grace Hall, but also adds a
third color to the exterior.
Though it’s a very notable feature at
CLU, transparency is not appropriate for
all of the buildings on campus. Elmendorf
also designed the ornamental grillwork that
obscures the view of windows at Mount
Clef Hall and the magazine editor’s hiding
place in Pederson Administration Building. A repeating “bubble” motif, which
the Samuelson brothers produced by slicing PVC pipe into circles and then gluing
the rings together, served as an inexpensive
means of filtering light. It also seems to
complete the suggestion of tubular forms on
the nearby Centrum complex roofs. Crooks
said that the design was ahead of its time in
promoting sustainability.
While continuing to build green facilities
and to seek LEED certification for them, as
it did successfully with the Swenson Center,
CLU will stick to architectural guidelines
that owe a lot to Elmendorf. Expect more
large entryways of clear, pale green or frit
glass, light-colored stucco, brick, flat roofs
for the buildings in the academic corridor,
and sloped roofs for buildings around the
perimeter.
We like the open feeling, even if we’re
not sure we’d call this the Space Age.
Actually, we’re not sure whether to
call it new.
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The number of military veterans enrolled
at CLU has tripled in three years, as troops
return and Post-9/11 GI Bill benefits kick in.
Communication major Jeanette Zimmerman
and other veterans are working on a smooth
transition.

T

he transition from soldier to student wasn’t an easy one for CLU senior Luis Peña.
Following two tours in and near Iraq, during which the Marine Corps machine-gunner
ran combat missions and delivered humanitarian aid, Peña returned home in 2003 to
find the pieces of his once orderly life jagged and out of place.
He was quick to anger and struggled with feelings of isolation. He lashed out at those closest
to him and distrusted anyone he didn’t know.
The Oxnard resident said he felt out of place in a world at peace, as if he had spent the four
years following high school graduation sliding sideways while all those around him had moved
forward with their lives.

By Fred Alvarez
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Then Peña landed at CLU, drawn
by its small campus and its welcoming
community. He was buoyed by the
openness and support of students and staff,
and impressed by the classes and teaching
faculty.
Most of all, he said, he felt safe to
explore his academic interests, taking on
a double major of Spanish and art. He is
preparing now to graduate in the spring
and pursue an advanced degree.
“I felt really comfortable, like I could
let go of everything and actually study,
learn something, and see life from
a different perspective,” said Peña,
31, who has used Post-9/11 GI Bill
benefits to pay for much of his CLU
education.
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Marching Home to Study

There’s something
about a person
who goes overseas
and does his duty –
you come back and
you feel like you
have missed
so much of
your life.
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Peña is part of a wave of military veterans across the country who
are returning from combat zones and heading to the classroom,
aided by federal programs designed to ease the shift to civilian life.
Nationwide, more than a half-million military veterans have used
the benefits of a revamped GI Bill to return to school in the nearly
three years since the program took effect, according to the U.S.
Department of Veterans Affairs.
The VA has paid out more than $11.5 billion in GI Bill benefits
since 2009, and officials expect to see a rise in the number of service
members tapping those subsidies with the end of military operations
in Iraq and the announced drawdown of troops in Afghanistan.
At CLU, enrollment of military veterans has tripled in three
years, from just 29 veterans in the fall of 2008 to 93 in fall 2011.
CLU is one of more than 2,600 colleges and universities
nationwide participating in the Yellow Ribbon Program, a provision
of the GI Bill in which the federal government and universities share
some of the cost of attending more-expensive private institutions.
The program benefits military veterans who have served at least three
years since Sept. 11, 2001.
Under an agreement forged with the VA in 2009, CLU
awards up to $2,500 per school year to eligible veterans, and the
government matches that amount. Last year, 35 veterans at CLU
received Yellow Ribbon grants.
Beyond financial aid, offices across campus are finding creative
ways to welcome and support veterans. For example, CLU’s
California Institute of Finance launched an interactive website
aimed at providing a place for veterans and active duty personnel
to meet, exchange ideas and learn more about the School of
Management.

Other potential initiatives include expanding
counseling services for veterans, establishing a
veterans club on campus and creating a veterans
liaison position for the University to smooth
the enrollment process and support veterans
academically.
“We believe we can be a great place for
veterans and local military personnel to continue
their education,” said William Rosser, CLU’s
vice president for student affairs and dean of
students.
A veteran of Vietnam, Rosser was surprised
by the size of the recent surge of fellow
veterans attending CLU. He started to look for
ways to expand counseling outreach and other
support services to them.
“This is a group of people we want on our
campus,” Rosser said, “and we want to make
sure that we are providing all of the support
necessary to help them be successful while
they are here and in making this transition
in their lives.”

‘Small, Mobile Force’

Florida resid
ent Re
graduation a ne Bruer, MBA ’11, cam
fter completi
e
ng his degre to campus for
e online.

For many veterans, that transition can be bumpy.
Most are older than traditional college freshmen and many
come with jobs, families and other responsibilities not typical of
college students. In addition, many plunge into university life still
struggling with the experiences of war, which may have left physical
and emotional wounds.
But they also are a highly desired group, bringing an arsenal of
problem-solving skills and a level of maturity that show through in
class projects and interactions with professors.
Senior Andrew Gonzalez, a 41-year-old Moorpark resident,
arrived at CLU with business as well as battlefield experience. After
graduating from Agoura High School in 1989, he wandered through
a few years of college and a series of dead-end sales jobs before
deciding to join the Marine Corps Reserves in 1998. He was 28 and
working as a personal trainer. And he saw boot camp and military
service as the challenge he needed to jumpstart his life.
Six years later, he was called up to serve in central Iraq with the
3rd Marine Aircraft Wing at the Al Asad Air Base.
A staff sergeant, Gonzalez said his deployment was not
particularly harrowing. A dozen or so rockets were lobbed his way
during his six-month stint, but for the most part, he spent his time
in relative safety, directing air resources to support Marine and
Army infantry troops throughout Iraq.
“We had it incredibly easy when you look at it,” Gonzalez said.
“I wasn’t one of those guys knocking down doors.”
Upon his return to the states, Gonzalez decided to get serious
about his schooling, first attending Moorpark College then choosing
CLU as the place to pursue his interest in exercise science.
As a cycling coach who was about to open his own gym,
Gonzalez was looking to expand his knowledge base by exploring
the facets of human performance. After considering a handful of

universities, he settled on CLU as the
best fit, both because of its cutting-edge exercise science
curriculum and its ability to navigate the intricacies of the GI Bill
and extend aid and scholarships to finance the bulk of his education.
“Cal Lutheran is very much like the Marine Corps – it’s a small,
mobile force, and ultimately I felt more at ease with that team than
any other team,” said Gonzalez.
On target to graduate in December, Gonzalez is facing the
prospect of another deployment in 2013, this time to Afghanistan.
He believes it will be harder the second time around.
He is married now and the father of a 3-year-old son. He is
also a business owner and will be, by the time he deploys, a freshly
minted college graduate. But Gonzalez has known that this was part
of the deal all along. He said he’s grateful to be part of the group of
military personnel who have helped blaze a trail at CLU.
“What Cal Lutheran has done, and is learning to do, is figure
out what it takes to support service members,” Gonzalez said. “It is
undoubtedly the right thing to do. And, when you look at return
on investment in the number of military personnel who are going
to go on to get degrees and contribute to their communities, it’s
undoubtedly a worthwhile thing to do.”

Creating Community

The School of Management has gone high-tech with its outreach
to military personnel. Two years ago, CLU’s California Institute
of Finance – which offers an MBA and a certificate program in
financial planning – launched an online military lounge aimed at
promoting its programs to service members.
The military lounge allows visitors to take a virtual tour of the
campus and the online classroom, view graduate student work, and
hear from military personnel about their CLU experiences.
APRIL 2012 23

We, as veterans, have a lot to offer
the University. We are able to talk
about experiences younger
students might never consider.

Transforming Our Service

While CLU has attempted in many ways to reach out to and meet
the needs of veterans and active duty personnel, there’s momentum
across the campus to do even more.
Matthew Ward, CLU’s vice president of enrollment
management and marketing, said the University has become much
more knowledgeable in recent years about the challenges veterans
face navigating the college process, from application to graduation.
It was his team that recognized the rise in CLU’s veterans
population and prompted the University to join the Yellow Ribbon
Program. And while he believes there is a solid network of support
services in place to help veterans, he knows that more can be done
to better coordinate and publicize those efforts.
“The overarching question for me, as we look toward the
future, is how to come up with a more comprehensive, holistic
approach that focuses on the multiplicity of issues and needs of this
population,” Ward said.
CLU senior Jeanette Zimmerman has a few ideas.
The Navy veteran brings a unique experience to CLU, including
deployment for months at a time on an amphibious assault ship in
the Persian Gulf, protecting oil platforms from attack.
24 CLU MAGAZINE
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Before she graduates next December, she wants to create a
veterans club on campus and work with the University to establish
a veterans liaison office, a one-stop shop in which veterans can
complete the enrollment process, file financial aid requests and learn
more about VA and CLU programs available to support them.
“I have a wild dream, that’s still in the works, to unite the
veterans here on campus so that we can work together, share stories
and build camaraderie based on our similar experiences,” said
Zimmerman, a Simi Valley resident and single mother of two.
Zimmerman has enrolled in courses at various universities in a
long march toward earning her degree, having joined the Navy in
2003 with the intent of taking advantage of the new GI Bill. The
communication major said that CLU “has some of the best classes
and some of the best teachers I’ve ever had.”
“But I also think that we, as veterans, have a lot to offer the
University in terms of the different life experiences we bring to the
classroom,” she added. “We are able to talk about experiences
younger students might never consider. It can kind of open their
eyes to what’s really going on in the world.”

brian stethem ’84

“I thought this would be a unique way for us to show (military
personnel) how much they are appreciated and how we were trying
to make this a convenient experience for them,” said CIF Associate
Director Harry Starn, a West Point graduate and Army veteran who
devised the online concept.
“When you look at what a military student looks for in a
program…they’re looking for things like accreditation of the school,
quality of the courses they’re getting into, industry experience of the
faculty and flexibility of program,” Starn added. “They’re looking at
how a university will be able to meet their unique needs.”
Last May, Marine Corps veteran Rene Bruer earned his MBA in
finance, along with a post-graduate certificate in financial planning,
through the CIF’s online distance-learning program. The Florida
resident and father of two did so by taking night classes while
working full time as a financial planner.
Bruer said he chose CLU, over universities closer to home and
other distance-learning programs, because of its flexible and highly
rated academic programs, and its reputation for working with
military veterans and the Department of Veterans Affairs.
“Although this was distance learning, at no point did I feel this
was a distant relationship. I felt taken care of, especially because I
was a veteran. I couldn’t think of a better university to attend.”

Making Way for Diego
When Edlyn Vallejo Peña, a specialist in equity and inclusion in
higher education, learned that her son had autism, she set out both to
understand his world and to push for faster change at universities.

By Kevin Matthews
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Education professor Edlyn Vallejo Peña has about 15 years to get
Diego ready for college and to get college ready for Diego.
As she suspected not long after his first birthday and confirmed
at about 18 months, her son has a lifelong disability. His problems
with communication place him on what Peña and other researchers
call the autism spectrum. For now, at age 4, he expresses wants and
needs not through speech, but primarily through an Apple iPad with
a baby blue bumper and special software.
One day last November, unprompted, he began using the iPad
interface to steer his mother to the couch for affection.
“I want … hug,” said Diego, tapping icons.
As Peña sees it, having a child with autism magnifies everything
about parenthood. Uncertainties about the future loom large, and
each of Diego’s accomplishments feels like a breakthrough. When
other parents leave their kids to play, she remains at his side in case
he needs protection or a break. Precisely because of his difficulties
with communication, the parenting never stops.
“When he’s in his own world and he doesn’t acknowledge me in
the way that most people acknowledge each other, it’s easy to say,
well, I’m just going to do my own thing,” Peña said. “But you can’t
do that. I can’t pretend that Diego doesn’t know what’s going on,
because he does.”
At the same time, having a child with autism magnifies the
challenges facing an education professor who specializes in ways to
promote equity and inclusion on campuses. Peña, who is CubanAmerican, wrote her dissertation on building the capacity of faculty
members to support students from racial and ethnic minorities.
Since Diego’s diagnosis, she has become an expert in similar issues as
they relate to autism and Asperger’s.
“As I learn more about Diego, that feeds into my research, and as
I do more research, that feeds into my work with Diego,” she said.
With her colleague Jodie Kocur in CLU’s Psychology
Department, Peña is launching a study, based on interviews with
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parents, about the path through college for undergraduates with
autism spectrum disorders.
Peña also chairs the dissertation committee of Barbara Sorter,
a CLU doctoral student who conducted interviews with college
students on the autism spectrum at a four-year public university in
this region. Sorter is assessing the challenges these students face and
rethinking how college disability offices can respond.
For Peña, progress in the field can’t come quickly enough.

Don’t Underestimate
Until he was about 13 or 14 months old, Diego Peña met all of the
usual developmental milestones on time. He sat up, crawled, walked
and said “mama” and “dada.” But sometime between then and 18
months, he stopped speaking. He stopped pointing and stopped
sucking from a straw. He stopped following simple instructions.
Peña and her husband – Damien, a former CLU staff member
now working at CSU Channel Islands – soon found themselves
engaged in the “very political process” of getting their son an official
diagnosis, which involved an independent assessment. There was
also a lot of introspection.
“Emotionally, it tears up your world, because you start
questioning, what does this mean for our family, for our future?”
Peña said. “And I think there’s a bit of denial in the beginning
where you think, ‘I can fix this.’”
In a poignant telling of her story, a video short titled “Finding
Diego,” Peña describes how she learned again to talk to her son
after several distracted months spent “talking in front of” him and
struggling to make a connection. The toughest period followed his
diagnosis at age 2.
Now, Diego attends a mainstream class at a private preschool
and gets 35 hours of behavioral and other therapy every week at
home. Five or six people come and go during the week, so the house
doesn’t know much quiet before dinner.

Peña supposes that the interior world where Diego often dwells
includes characters from the “Toy Story” films, Super Grover,
swimming pools and a lot of music. Lately, with the help of
medication for epileptic seizures, a new diagnosis, Diego sleeps more
deeply and has emerged from his sometime “fog,” she said.
He learns sight words and numbers quickly, and has academic
potential. Peña’s concerns about his future revolve instead around
the consequences of his limited social skills.
“Smart isn’t going to get you everywhere,” Peña said. “You need
to navigate the world, and you do that by interacting with people.”

Accommodate
College students on the autism spectrum face daunting
challenges, in part because of the premium that college life places
on independence. For lack of friendships, the seven students
interviewed by Sorter continue to see their mothers as their main
source of support. They benefit when the disability office provides
note-takers, who free them from having to write down information
while trying to absorb it. But they are generally unable to manage
their own time, and disability offices have been slow to offer the
study reminders and coaching that many of these students received
in high school, according to Sorter.
Life after college is a topic that these students don’t often broach.
“It’s more about just getting through the week. For some of them,
it’s about getting through the day. As far as having long-term goals
and objectives, they don’t have any,” Sorter said of the interviewees.
Among the day-to-day struggles are relationships with
instructors. A student who zones out during a lecture or, conversely,
talks out of turn and at length may appear rude or abrasive. If that
student has autism or Asperger’s, he or she may be oblivious of any
problem and feel mortified when called to account.
For Peña, the remedy involves not only careful instruction for
students but also more mandatory professional development for

brian stethem ’84

I can’t pretend that
Diego doesn’t know what’s
going on, because he does.
faculty members. Making this sort of training voluntary sends the
wrong message, she said.
Roughly one percent of children are now diagnosed with autism
spectrum disorder, and 10 percent of today’s college students have a
learning disability of some sort. Although discussion of the issues is
healthier than it was a generation ago – when children with autism,
for example, were often thought of as either robotic or aggressive –
Peña observed that in the last two decades the leading professional
journals in higher education have devoted about one of every 100
articles to disability.
“I would like to do research on students with autism, and not
only that, but also publish it in top-tier, mainstream journals, so
that we’re not just relegating these issues to the disability journals.”
Naturally, Peña’s main focus is on her son. Between his
communication devices – he has his own talking iPod Touch, along
with the iPad – and the daily therapy, she believes his prospects of
overcoming the obstacles arrayed ahead of him are good.
“I adjust my expectations of Diego with caution, because I need
to be realistic about his capacities, but I don’t want to limit him.
Everyone else will do that for him,” Peña said. “One day he will set
foot on a college campus, and I want that campus to be ready.”

There’s a bit
of denial in the
beginning where you
think, “I can fix this.”
Watch Finding Diego on YouTube:
http://tinyurl.com/finding-diego
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Say it with a picture!
Upload photos of your family vacations,
alumni reunions, and adventures around
the globe at www.callutheran.edu/alumni/.
We’ll run them in the magazine or post
them on the alumni website.
And don’t forget to Follow the Flag!
Request your CLU ALUMNI flag by email at
alumni@callutheran.edu.

’74
Heather Roberts ’05
(r), San Diego, Calif., is
a Navy Nurse Corps
Reserve Officer and
intensive care unit
nurse at Scripps
Memorial Hospital
in La Jolla. She is
on a nine-month
deployment to
a NATO hospital in
Kandahar, Afghanistan, and will
return to San Diego in October.

Class Representative
Lea Lamp
lamplea48@yahoo.com

Monica Miller-Ruhl, Albuquerque, N.M.,
published her first book titled Birthing Kingdom
Destiny last August. She and husband Bill Ruhl
are co-founders of Global Destiny Ministry.
Monica owned and operated a jewelry
business for 27 years before transitioning into
a life in the ministry.

The
Final
Stretch:
Helping Students in Need Graduate
E

very year, faculty and administrators see promising
students drop out of school due to dramatic life changes
and unexpected hardships.

’75

Judy (Wiedenheft) Cole, Leadville,
Colo., tutors students at Colorado
Mountain College and special
education students at Lake County School
District. She also works at the local bookstore,
is president of Friends of the Leadville National
Fish Hatchery and volunteers with Trout
Unlimited, a fisheries habitat conservation
organization.

CLU alumni, led by the Alumni Board of Directors, are
coming together to make sure that these students make it to
graduation. Your contribution — big or small — can make a
dream come true for a student who needs our support more
than ever.
Thank you for your consideration.
With CLU Pride,

Quentin Panek, M.A. ’95, Goleta, Calif., is
director of special services with McFarland
Unified School District.

’64

Class Representatives
Linda (Gulsrud) Harris
lindaagoura@worldnet.att.net
Marty (Ronning) Schwalm
mgudrunto@verizon.net

’65

Class Representative
Ruth Ann Johnson
raj1036@att.net

Alvin Rikansrud Jr., Julian, Calif., is a retired
American Airlines pilot. He is a church
trustee and volunteers with Julian Community
Planning Group and the Julian High School
Bond Oversight Committee. Alvin and his wife
celebrated their 45th wedding anniversary last
August with a family trip to Cabo San Lucas,
Mexico.

’66
’67

Class Representative
Judy Halweg
judybugila@gmail.com
Class Representatives
David and Janet (Monson) Andersen
davidandersen42@yahoo.com

Lois (Hendrix) Cheraz, Desert Hot Springs,
Calif., has been an adjunct faculty member
at Copper Mountain College in Joshua Tree
since the 1980s and plans to retire in June. Lois
taught at the high school level for 30 years
before retiring from secondary education in
2007 and will take a long-awaited retirement
cruise to Greece in May.
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’68

Class Representative
Gerry Price
doodlesdad@aol.com

Judy (Anderson) Stubblefield, Valley, Neb.,
is retired and volunteers with the Special
Olympics.

’69

Class Representatives
Jim and Judy (Wacker) Day
jimjudy@citlink.net

’70

Class Representative
Paula Morgan-Martin
teachtheworldtosing@gmail.com

Scott Knight, Parker, Colo., is a volunteer
geologist/naturalist at Castlewood Canyon
State Park for the Colorado Division of
Parks & Wildlife. In his retirement, he hunts,
fishes, snowshoes, travels and is a vintage car
enthusiast.
Carol (Roosen) Wendel, La Puente, Calif., is
a second-grade teacher at Sunkist Elementary
School in Bassett Unified School District.

’71

Class Representatives
Adele Broas-Trent
vikingteacher2002@yahoo.com
Don Hossler
hossler@indiana.edu
Mike Riley
mikerileymodesto@gmail.com

’72

Class Representatives
Rebecca (Overton) France
rjfrance@callutheran.edu
Alan Virgil
av_sbrm@verizon.net

Joan Ericson, Colorado Springs, Colo., is the
National Endowment for the Humanities
Professor of Humanities and Director of
Asian Studies at Colorado College. She was
a Fulbright Research Scholar in Kyoto, Japan,
from August 2010 to April 2011 doing research
for her book on early 20th-century Japanese
children’s literature. After completing the
Fulbright, she taught two courses on Japanese
literature at Doshisha University in Kyoto from
mid-April through July.

Bill Schwich, Monroe, La., is in his 22nd year
teaching history at Rayville High School. He
and his wife, Penny, have traveled to Greece,
Ireland, Scotland, France, Spain and China.
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Class Representatives
Vicki (Vasco) Green
vg4jesus@gmail.com
Ken Woods
kwood1@dc.rr.com

To make a gift online, visit www.callutheran.edu/finalstretch.
faculty adviser for the nationally recognized
Audio Engineering Society student section. He
also is secretary and board member for the
San Francisco chapter of The Recording
Academy, on the board of directors for NFE
Records in Tustin, is an active board member
for West Cast Songwriters, and sits on the
advisory board for the Sacramento office of
California Lawyers for the Arts.
Robert McAllister, T.C. ’77, Carlsbad, Calif.,
former head football coach at Carlsbad High
School, was inducted into the San Diego High
School Coaching Legends Hall of Fame. His
teams compiled a 133-61-6 record in his 17
seasons, winning three CIF San Diego Section
titles and six Avocado League championships.

’73

Carol Heyer, Thousand Oaks, Calif.,
recently published The Little
Shepherd’s Christmas and Humphrey’s
First Palm Sunday, which she wrote and
illustrated. She has now published three
original stories and 28 picture books. Her
artwork appears on 19 angel cards and is
featured on the cover, interior card backs and
book for Doreen Virtue’s Life Purpose Oracle
Cards, a 44-Card Deck and Guidebook. She
also is working on an entire deck of 44 cards
for Doreen Virtue and Charles Virtue, as well
as five books for an educational publisher,
including covers and interior black-and-white
art. Visit Carol’s new website at www.
carolheyer.com.

Marcie (Hegebush ’95) Aschbrenner
President
Alumni Association Board of Directors

Walt Seemann, Solvang, Calif., is in his 32nd
year as tennis director at Alisal Guest Ranch.
Eric Chun ’76, T.C. ’83 (l), and Christina
Rodriguez with the band Heros Last Mission
at the Namm Show 2011, a music products
industry event in Anaheim, Calif.

Eric Chun, T.C. ’83, Auburn, Calif., is owner of
Creative Music Services, a multi-faceted
production company serving the music
industry. He has written and performed music
for film, television and theater and is
recognized as one of the leaders in Northern
California for the music industry program he
founded at American River College. Eric is

John Williams, Ventura, Calif., is president
of Petrolog, Inc. He and his family, including
Heath ’04, Scarlett ’07 and Addison ’12, enjoy
their mountain ranch near Piru with its 30
head of cattle and four horses. They have two
roundups each year at the ranch, and many
CLU students and alumni have helped work
the cattle.
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Class Representative
George Carganilla
gcarg1@hotmail.com

CLU Legacy Family

Austin, Tami (Ward ’83, M.S. ’85),
Hannah ’14, Brad ’12 and Scott ’81
Boelman
“Both my wife, Tami, and I feel so fortunate
to have attended CLU. What we came
away with from CLU was a sense of what
an ethical world looks like and how best we
can be productive in it. We both have been
teachers for more than 25 years and are
extremely excited to watch two of our three
children thrive and grow at CLU.”
–Scott Boelman ’81

’78

Class Representatives
Jon Backstrom
backstrom@yahoo.com
Dottie (Roman) Sterling
dottiesterling@yahoo.com
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Follow the Flag!

milestones
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Are you traveling anywhere soon?
Are you celebrating any significant events?
Take CLU with you!

We want to Follow the Flag as CLU alumni and families celebrate
special moments and travel the world.

Lisa Ann (Brodigan ’06) and Matthew
Thomas Crossman.
Lisa Ann Brodigan ’06 and Matthew Thomas
Crossman on Oct. 29, 2011.
Noah Lundmark with parents Kalee
and Luke ’03 Lundmark.

Jessica (Saly ’07) and John Juadines.
BIRTHs

Jessica Saly ’07 and John Juadines on
May 13, 2011.

Donovan Thomas Finney on Aug. 8, 2011,
to Shayna (Dierks ’94) and Charley Finney.

Fatima and Giovanni Triviño, Ed.D. ’08, on
July 2, 2011.

Cora Hawkins on Aug. 1, 2011, to Marissa
and Peter Hawkins.

Victoria Way, MBA ’07, and Rodney Zaccardo
on July 9, 2011.

Dylan David Luce on Oct. 20, 2011, to
Meaghan (Clarke ’09) and Bryan Luce.

DEATHS

Noah Thomas Lundmark on Aug. 24,
2011, to Kalee and Luke ’03 Lundmark.

Edward P. Bryan ’82 on April 27, 2011.

Kirby Michael Salisbury on Oct. 12,
2011, to Kelly (Murkey ’05) and Benjamin
Salisbury.
Marriages

Leah (Alvarado ’94, M.S. ’04) and
Joseph Alarcon.

’79

Ellen (Dvoracek) Coleman, Lancaster,
Calif., is a biology teacher and international baccalaureate coordinator at
Highland High School in Palmdale. She also
coaches the girl’s golf team with her husband.
Ellen writes: “I would like to thank Dr. Barbara
Collins for serving as my inspiration and for
providing many of my former HHS students
with a wonderful experience in biology at
CLU!”
Don Myles, Phoenix, Ariz., practices with the
law firm of Jones, Skelton and Hochuli. Don
is a judge pro tem and has been elected vice
president of the Federation of Defense and
Corporate Counsel. He is past president of
the Arizona Defense Counsel and the USLAW
network.
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Cortney Palm ’09 and Sean Perez on
Oct. 26, 2011.

Leah Alvarado ’94, M.S. ’04, and Joseph
Alarcon on Sept. 2, 2011.
Samantha Barnes ’10 and Cole Olmon
’10 on July 22, 2011.
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Class Representative
Ginny Green
lhommeduphoto@aol.com

Gretchen (Grimes) Gutierrez, Cathedral City,
Calif., is chief executive officer of Desert Valleys
Builders Association in Palm Desert.
Bruce and Peggy (Gabrielson ’81) Stevenson,
Newbury Park, Calif., celebrated their 30th
wedding anniversary by taking a second
honeymoon trip to Maui, Hawaii.

Order your CLU Alumni or CLU Family flag online by going to
www.callutheran.edu/alumni and clicking the Follow the Flag icon.
Send us the photos of your adventures with the flag, and we will
display all of your Kodak moments on the CLU Alumni & Parent
website!
Send photos to: alumni@callutheran.edu

Natasha Terry ’08 on a three-week trip to
Europe last fall.
Class of 1992 alumni
Todd Bersley (l), Brian
Hiortdahl, Eric Berg and
Cody Hartley at “The
Bean” in Chicago. The
group gets together
annually for March
Madness.

Walter V. Boyle ’95 on July 23, 2010.
Bobby L. Christopher, M.A. ’82, on
Dec. 4, 2010.
Hilda L. Harder, M.S. ’78, on Oct. 21, 2011.
Carol A. Hardinger, MBA ’98, on
Jan. 18, 2010.
Frank A. Turner ’74, MBA ’85, on
Sept. 27, 2011.

Kaila Hochhalter ’09 (l) and Lana Lile ’09 outside of the Royal
Palace of Belgium in Brussels in November. Lana lives in Belgium
and Kaila, a seminary student at the Lutheran School of Theology
at Chicago, was studying in Germany for a semester.

Myrna H. Vallens, M.S. ’81, on June 5, 2011.
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Class Representative
Becky Hubbard
b22hubbard@yahoo.com

Alicia (Thornton) Campbell, Corona, Calif.,
works for the County of Orange and owns
The Batty Lady, a batting supply company for
quilters and the quilting industry.
Lisa (Roberts) McKenzie, Orange, Calif., is a
senior analyst for the Verizon Wireless website.
She has been with the company for 25 years.
Lisa also creates note cards. Visit her website at
www.greenmonkeycards.com. Lisa and Scott,
her husband of 25 years, have a vacation cabin
near Mammoth where they would consider
retiring.

Jackie Whitehead ’13 (r), Stefanie Lucas ’08, Travis Wheaton ’11
and Cody Hartley ’92 aboard the MV Explorer, the shipboard
campus of the Semester at Sea global education program.
These four connected as members of the inaugural Maymester
voyage of Semester at Sea featuring an academic focus on global
challenges such as water treatment, food security and economic
equity. The photo was taken as the ship sailed between Port of
Spain, Trinidad, and Colon, Panama, last May.

April Wyatt ’11 (l), Ann Boynton ’83, Burke Wallace ’03, the
Rev. Scot Sorensen ’80, the Rev. Frank Espegren ’82, Rhonda
Holmen ’81 and Kari Hanson-Smith ’00 at a farewell service
for Scot at St. John’s Lutheran Church in Sacramento, Calif., in
November. He is now senior pastor at Bethel Lutheran Church
in Madison, Wis.
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Jonathan Glasoe, Santa Barbara, Calif., is senior
development officer with Direct Relief
International.

’90

Natalie Williams, Roseville, Calif., is an
administrative law judge with the state of
California. She volunteers with Samaritan’s
Purse Disaster Response and is a Rapid
Response Team Chaplain with the Billy Graham
Evangelistic Association.

Anne-Marie Fuller, Canyon Country,
Calif., is a lieutenant with the Los Angeles
Police Department. She has been with the
department for 20 years. Anne-Marie teaches
in student ministries and volunteers in other
ministries affiliated with Grace Baptist Church
in Valencia. She and her husband have two sons,
ages 7 and 8.
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Class Representative
Mike Engstrom
angsty2@aol.com

Greg Osbourne, Glendale, Calif., coaches the
men’s and women’s golf teams at Glendale
Community College. He is a PGA pro and head
pro at Chevy Chase Country Club.

’85
Lisa (Roberts ’81) and husband Scott
McKenzie at the San Diego Wild Animal Park
last summer.

Scot Stormo, Palm Desert, Calif., is president
and CEO of Earth Systems Southwest. With
more than 26 years of experience performing
geologic hazards studies, environmental
assessments and groundwater evaluations, Scot
is a recognized authority in the fields of
hydrogeology and environmental consulting. In
addition to his new role, he will continue as
associate hydrogeologist for Earth Systems
Southwest.
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Class Representative
Tony White
ajwhite90@gmail.com

’91

Class Representative
Julie Donaldson-Prince
jprince007@sbcglobal.net

Class Representative
Carrie (Jurgemeyer) Donohoe
clfnzdf@yahoo.com

Class Representative
Diann (Colburn) Spencer
galenaspencers@gmail.com

Bruce Fuhrman, MBA , Camarillo, Calif., a
retired Aerospace executive, serves as vice
president of the board of directors for the
Camarillo Ranch Foundation and secretary of
the board for the Solid Axle Corvette Club.
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Class Representative
Mario Rodrigez
mmrazr@verizon.net

’87

Class Representative
Franc Camara
franc_classrep@hotmail.com

’88

Class Representative
Debbie (Elliott) Sellers
debsell06@cox.net

Kim Poast, Denver, Colo., is associate deputy
director of the Colorado Department of Higher
Education.
Dianne (Kershaw) Smith, South Jordan, Utah,
a retired teacher, is serving a volunteer mission
with the Pathway Program sponsored by
Brigham Young University and the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Brodie Munroe ’91 (l), Thousand Oaks,
Calif., represented both Sunset Hills Golf
Club and Silver Star Mercedes Benz in
Thousand Oaks at the Mercedes-Benz
Dealer World Golf Championship in
Stuttgart, Germany, last September. The
three playing members of the four-member
U.S. team won the low-gross title and came
in 17th out of 32 teams in low net. The team
won the Spirit Award – given to the team
that is most spirited, well-liked and active
– in a landslide at the closing-night gala.
Brodie, a member of the golf team at CLU,
was an NAIA All-American selection his
senior year. Brodie’s twin brother, Jason ’91,
accompanied him as his guest and caddie.

Erin (McAnally) May, Highlands Ranch, Colo., is
a stay-at-home mother to her 4-year-old twins.
She is also co-coordinator and finance
coordinator for her local MOPS (Mothers of
Preschoolers) group.

’92
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Class Representative
Brian McCoy
brianjmccoy@gmail.com

Patti (Eyler) Stouch, Camarillo, Calif., is a
designer and associate colleague with Borg
Design Group Inc. in Moorpark.

Marguerite (Olmedo) Wolfe
garme@pacbell.net

’99

Edgar Aguirre, Van Nuys, Calif., is

Laurie J. Kurilla, MBA, Santa Barbara, Calif., is a
geospatial information officer and deputy chief
information officer with the County of Ventura.

multi-ethnic outreach director for
Southern California Public Radio in
Pasadena.

Jerry Lukiewski, Camarillo, Calif., is a consultant
with Royal Business Bank. He is a member
of the Oxnard Ambassadors and serves on
the board of directors of the Ventura County
Taxpayers Association, the Ventura County
Council of the Boy Scouts of America, the CLU
Center for Economic Research and Forecasting,
and D’Angelo & Sons. He is an advisory board
member of AgRx.

Cecilie Bjørge, Oslo, Norway, is managing
director with Bjørge Ocean AS, a Norwegian
manufacturer and exporter of marine-based
health food and skin care products.

’93

Class Representative
Anne Christenson
achristenson1@juno.com

Patty Turnage, MBA, Ventura, Calif., is senior
vice president and commercial banking regional
manager for Rabobank N.A. She is president of
the Casa Pacifica Angels and a board member
for the Ventura Charter School of Arts and
Global Education.

’94

Class Representative
Jeff Aschbrenner
mjaschbrenner@callutheran.edu

Jared Byrne, MBA ’00, Newbury Park,
Calif., is senior manager of Supplier Quality
Management at Amgen.

Perry Ursemon ’95 with wife Renee and
daughter Samantha on the Polar Express in
Williams, Ariz.

Melissa (Elam) Baffa, Simi Valley, Calif., is one
of 28 participants in the Ventura County
Leadership Academy, Cohort XVII. Melissa is
executive director of Gull Wings Children’s
Museum in Oxnard and a member of the
Oxnard Downtown Management District
Board of Directors.
Shelly Jacobs-Williams, Thousand Oaks, Calif.,
is an archivist at Ronald Reagan Presidential
Library in Simi Valley.
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Class Representatives
Desta (Ronning) Goehner
destagoehner@gmail.com
Chad McCloskey
cpmccloskey@gmail.com

Mike Curran, M.A. ’99, Lemoore, Calif., is
head baseball coach and instructor at West
Hills Community College in Coalinga and head
coach of the Central California Blaze baseball
club of Clovis.
Kelly (Watson) Ghaffary, Moorpark, Calif., is
study center coordinator at Oakwood School
in North Hollywood.
Class Representative
Dianne (Habring) Frehlich
dmhabring@yahoo.com

Timothy Stephens, Ed.D., Henderson, Nev.,
is principal of Desert Pines High School in Las
Vegas. He has three children, ages 19, 17 and 2.

’97

Larane Nesbitt, Newbury Park, Calif.,
is a Regional Occupational Program
instructor for Agoura High School and
a part-time substitute teacher with Conejo
Valley Unified School District. She is a trustee of
the Conejo Valley Historical Society and
supports a wide range of charitable causes
including the CLU Legacy Scholarship Fund.

Dominick Villani, Liberty Township, Ohio,
is associate director of Operations Quality
Assurance at Amylin Pharmaceuticals.

Mara (Van de Ven ’91) and Chris Violanti with
twins Dominic and Keilin.

Andrew Kiefer, Camarillo, Calif., is director and
shareholder with the accounting firm CBIZ and
Mayer Hoffman McCann in Oxnard.
Andrew Saint, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is
senior account manager with CPI Solutions in
Camarillo.

Class Representatives
Mark Marius
mariusteam@mac.com

’89

David Geist ’84 and his dog, Cocoa, at a beach
near Bandon, Ore.

’95

Kirsten (Gulbranson ’ 94) and Jay ’ 92 Lucas
with their children (from left) Tatum, 13,
Easton, 15, and Grayson, 6. Nate, a friend of
the family, is on the right.

’98

Class Representative
Kari Gravrock
kgravrock@aol.com

Clint Britt, MBA ’04, Littleton, Colo., is vice
president of Contact Centers with Good Sam/
Camping World.
Jason Goldsmith, San Jose, Calif., is pursuing a
master’s degree in software management from
Carnegie Mellon University.
Roberto Juarez, Camarillo, Calif., is in his
33rd year as CEO of Clinicas del Camino
Real, a community clinic serving more than
60,000 patients at 48 sites in Ventura, Oxnard,
Fillmore, Santa Paula, Ojai, Newbury Park and
Simi Valley.
Paul Kendrick, Camarillo, Calif., is senior
account executive with TelePacific
Communications.
Paul Lorenz, MBA, is deputy director of the
Ventura County Health Care Agency and
hospital administrator for Ventura County
Medical Center and Santa Paula Hospital.
He serves on the board of directors for the
Ventura County Medical Resource Foundation
and the Livingston Memorial Visiting Nurse
Association. He recently served as Venturaarea chair of the Hospital Association of
Southern California.
Michael McGill, Brea, Calif., is partner with
Lackie, Dammeier & McGill APC, which
specializes in the representation of police
officers and their associations throughout
California. He argued a case in front of the
Supreme Court in January. Michael and wife
Katie (Hodgson ’00, MBA ’01) have two
daughters, ages 1 and 3.

Jeffrey Firmin, MBA ’03, Newbury Park, Calif.,
is vice president of Fixed Income with EJ De La
Rosa & Co. Inc. in Los Angeles.
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Kevin Kress ’95, a Sonoma resident and
fourth-generation San Franciscan, owns and
operates KK Equestrian, a full-service facility
with lessons in equestrian dressage, crosscountry jumping and stadium jumping. Building
on international connections made at the 2004
Olympic Games in Athens and the 2006 World
Equestrian Games in Germany, he imports
horses from Ireland and Argentina, breeding
grounds for the most highly regarded competitive sport horses.
A longtime enthusiast and participant in 4-H clubs, Kress is one of 40 nationally
certified judges of pygmy goats, a breed that he also raises and shows.
“Cal Lutheran prepared me to wear so many hats,” said the philosophy and political
science double major, adding that his professors encouraged him to pursue all of the
subjects that interested him. Kress went on to earn a Master of Education from the
University of San Francisco and a J.D. from Empire College of Law.

’00

Class Representatives
Sommer (Embree) Barwick
sembree2002@yahoo.com
Stephanie (Howe) Johnson
psychkid2002@hotmail.com
Irene (Tyrrell) Moyer
irene_moyer@hotmail.com

’01

Class Representatives
Inga (Magi) Pavrani
inga.k.pavrani@gmail.com
Angela (Namba) Rowley
ang.rowley02@gmail.com

Amanda (Mayfield) Ferrell, Laguna Hills, Calif.,
teaches fifth grade and husband David ’02
works with the Career Link program in the
Irvine Unified School District. They have a
1-year-old son.
Lucas Johnston, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is vice
president and regional relationship manager for
Pacific Western Bank. He serves on the boards
of the Downtown Ventura Organization,
Long Term Care Services of Ventura County,
Ventura County Medical Resource Foundation,
The Museum of Ventura County and The
Ventura County Brain Injury Center.

David Achzet ’00 on the Santa Barbara pier.

Heidi Elowitch, M.S., Ph.D., Newbury Park, Calif.,
received her doctorate in clinical and depth
psychology from Pacific Graduate Institute and is
working toward licensure as a clinical
psychologist. She is a registered psychological
assistant with more than 20 years’ experience in
the field of mental health and 10 years in the
area of supervised and monitored visitation.

Inga (Magi) Pavrani, Scottsdale, Ariz., is program
manager with McKean Defense Group in
Phoenix.

Mark Glesne, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is an email
marketing specialist with Sage Publications in
Newbury Park.

Tawny (Seaton) Reynolds, Minneapolis, Minn., is
owner of Sundrop Jewelry LLC.

Annika Haggerty, Albuquerque, N.M., is program
planning manager for the College of Nursing at
the University of New Mexico.

Beth Scott, Phoenix, Ariz., is launch manager at
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.
Robert Fisher, M.Ed. ’08, Canyon
Country, Calif., is head football coach
and athletic director at Golden Valley
High School in Santa Clarita.

’02

Christopher and Whitney Ganczewski, both
MBA ’08, Camarillo, Calif., celebrated their 19th
wedding anniversary in March. Christopher is an
account manager with Grainger, and Whitney is
principal human resources analyst with the City
of Ventura.
Robby Larson, MBA, Newberg, Ore., is a major
gift officer at George Fox University.
Christine (Shehorn) Pungrchar, M.Ed. ’08, Simi
Valley, Calif., is a fifth-grade teacher at Vista
Fundamental Elementary. She and her husband,
Russell, have a 1-year-old son.
Laura Waayers, Alexandria, Va., is a historical
services manager with the Naval Historical
Foundation in Washington, D.C.

’03

Class Representatives
Nicole Hackbarth
nicolehackbarth@hotmail.com

April (Mayfield) Oliver, Valencia, Calif., is partner
at Gharibian & Oliver, Attorneys at Law.

’04

Class Representative
Holly Halweg
HollyHalweg@gmail.com

Steven Guzzo, MBA, Camarillo, Calif., is a senior
technical expert with Walmart.
Erik Hagen, Thousand Oaks, Calif., is director of
Web Communications at CLU.
Cory Hughes, La Habra, Calif., is property
management technician with the U.S. Forest
Service in Arcadia.
Sara Michel, MBA, Camarillo, Calif., is marketing
project manager for OmniUpdate, a higher
education Web content management provider.

’05

Matthew Baddeley, Simi Valley, Calif., is senior
account representative with Sage Publications
Inc. He won the 2010 Cornerstone Award
for outstanding contributions to the sales
department. Matthew and his wife, Kristen,
have two sons, ages 1 and 2.
Ana Mondet, M.Ed. ’09, Simi Valley, Calif., is
college coordinator, English Language Learner
coordinator, and art teacher for the Division
of Juvenile Justice in the Department of
Correction & Rehabilitation. She volunteers
with the American Cancer Association
through her church. Ana traveled to France,
Russia and Jamaica in 2011. She has two sons,
ages 20 and 24.

’06

Class Representative
Amanda (Walker ’06) Schaub
schaub.amanda@gmail.com

Amy Downing, Sherman Oaks, Calif., is
advancement data manager at The Archer
School for Girls.

Ryan Lisk
ryan.lisk@yahoo.com

Sandra Hensley, Tallahassee, Fla., is pursuing a
master’s degree in sports nutrition at Florida
State University to become a registered
dietician. She is a teaching assistant at the
university.

Katie (Bashaw) Johnson
katielinnae@yahoo.com
Mike Brickey, MBA, Ventura, Calif., is retired
and serves as a consultant on federal regulation
of offshore oil and gas resources and production.

Jessica (Saly) Jaudines, Las Vegas, Nev., is the
entertainment marketing manager for Wynn I
Encore.

Class Representatives
Rosalyn Sayer
princessrosalyn@gmail.com

Noelle Panczel, Simi Valley, Calif., is a special
education teacher at Granada Hills Charter
High School. She also is a voting member of
the Student Services Committee and WASC
leader.

’07

The CLU Alumni Association hosts an evening of
food and wine pairings and wine tasting at Herzog
Wine Cellars.

6 p.m. Food and Wine Pairings
7 p.m. Wine Tasting
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Pre-register at www.callutheran.edu/alumni.

Class Representatives
Katelyn Kruse
kkruse@callutheran.edu
Tiffany Slattum
tslattu@callutheran.edu

Herzog Wine Cellars

Kristy (Agosta ’00) and Scott Fenstermaker
vacationing in Jamaica.

Victoria (Way, MBA) Zaccardo, Thousand
Oaks, Calif., is a certified financial planner and
partner at HLW Tax and Financial Services in
Simi Valley.

’08

Wednesday, April 25

$10 per person

Amber Sims-Hinterplattner, Santa Barbara,
Calif., is founder and co-owner of All Stages
Marketing. She and husband Andreas are
pictured with Santa at the University Club
of Santa Barbara.

Alexander Russell, MBA, Simi Valley, Calif., is
vice president of housing development with
Many Mansions in Thousand Oaks.

Wes Sullivan
wsulliv@callutheran.edu

3201 Camino Del Sol
Oxnard, California 93030
Phone: 805-983-1560

James Hand, Ed.D., Kernersville, N.C., is
assistant professor of athletic training and
director of athletic training education at
Catawba College in Salisbury. In addition to
earning his doctorate in higher education
leadership at CLU, James served as coordinator
of clinical education and director of the athletic
training education program.

Paula Swain, M.P.P.A., Ventura, Calif., is
co-owner of Baked Perfection, a bakery that
creates custom designed cookie favors. She
also works for a local telecommunications
company.

Class Representatives
Courtney Parks
parks.courtney@gmail.com

Mark Nielsen
kingofdacoast@hotmail.com

development, content, advertising, marketing,
video production and illustration.

Kristen (Mathre ’05) and Jared ’05 Perry
with Rylan.

Camille Adair, Kirkland, Wash., received her Juris
Doctor in Intellectual Property and Business
from Seattle University School of Law last May.

Jennifer (Murray ’07) Hubbard, T.C. ’10, M.Ed.
’11, with husband Craig and baby Colton.

Richard Brimer, Camarillo, Calif., is owner
of The Image Studio, a design studio offering
a full array of services including Web

J.R. Wise
raykid1985@aol.com
Melissa Anderson, Eatonville, Wash., is assistant
ordering manager at Mountain Community
Co-op, a not-for-profit, member-owned
cooperative with a mission to build a healthy
and sustainable community.
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centers and the regional orphanage. She
was chosen to represent her cohort on the
Volunteer Advisory Committee both years and
served as president in 2011.
Stephanie Reynolds, Burbank, Calif., is event
manager with Jillian’s Billiard Club in Universal
City.

Carrie Baez ’08, MBA ’11, with fiancé Joseph
Hernandez.

Shayla Bonnie, San Diego, Calif., is assistant
coordinator of the Single Marine Program for
Marine Corps Air Station (MCAS) in Miramar.
The program provides community-building
activities and resources for bachelors and
married Marines stationed far from their spouses.

Giovanni Triviño, Ed.D., South Gate, Calif.,
is special education administrator in the Due
Process Department of the Los Angeles Unified
School District. He also volunteers at the
Central Juvenile Hall in East Los Angeles.

’09

Class Representative
Adam Erickson
erickson@callutheran.edu

Mujde (Ozenoglu) Pidduck, M.A., Ventura,
Calif., is an English teacher and reading specialist
at Channel Islands High School.
Jaymes White, Middle Grove, N.Y., coaches
football at Saratoga Springs High School.

’10

Class Representatives
Ben Hogue
benjaminaric@gmail.com
ReShai Tate
rtate@callutheran.edu
Casey Kloehn
caseykloehn@gmail.com

Gina Biondo, El Cajon, Calif., is a payroll
and receivables specialist with Arrowhead
Wholesale Insurance Services in San Diego.

Ramon Carpio Jr., MBA, Converse, Texas, is a
financial adviser with Investment Services
International. He and his wife, Yami, have a
3-year-old daughter and 1-year-old son.
Kelly Derouin, Thousand Oaks, Calif.,
performed with the Will Geer Theatricum
Botanicum where she originated a lead role in
the new musical Tsarina. She also played the title
role in the Christmas musical Mrs. Scrooge with
West of Broadway productions in Santa Monica.
Kelly completed a six-month internship with the
Bilingual Foundation of the Arts in Los Angeles.
Drew Nakahara, Kilauea, Hawaii, is a guest
service agent with the St. Regis Princeville
Resort. He also volunteers with KORE, teaching
children and adults with disabilities how to surf.

Michael Gonzales, MBA ’10, Santa Paula,
Calif., is a marketing specialist with Limoneira,
an agribusiness and real estate development
company.
Carla Guzman, Los Angeles, Calif., is chair of
the Spanish Department at Frederick Douglass
Academy High School.

Elizabeth Shura, Ventura, Calif., is a partner
and president of All About Preservation, a
foreclosure real estate maintenance company.
She and her husband are licensed foster parents
and are currently caring for a baby girl they
hope to adopt.
Andrew Walker ’10 and Christa Carlson ’09 at
a holiday party.

Kim Hamon
khamon@callutheran.edu
Jesse Knutson
knutson@callutheran.edu
Dorothea Cornell, Ridgecrest, Calif., is an
engineer and scientist in the Department of
Defense Naval Air Warfare Center Weapons
Division at China Lake in the Mojave Desert.
Amber McGaw, Montara, Calif., is owner of
Here Comes the Sun coffee shop.

Patrick Southall, MBA, Simi Valley, Calif., is
senior director of Quality Assurance with United
Online Inc. He has two sons, ages 7 and 10.

Executive Committee
Marcie (Hegebush ’95) Aschbrenner
President
Simy Rajan, MBA ’08
Vice President, Development
Lynda (Benton ’64) Elmendorf
Vice President, Alumni Involvement & Recognition
Daniel Burbach, MBA ’95
Vice President, University Relations

Secretary
Arnold Blitstein ’02
Treasurer
Ollie Boyd ’09, MBA ’11 (At Large)
Mary (Malde ’67) Brannock
Derek Butler ’81
Gretchen (Grimes ’80) Gutierrez
Nicole Hackbarth ’03, M.S. ’05
Jeremy Hofer ’98, J.D.
(Regent Representative)
Steven Kissinger, Ph.D.
(Faculty Representative)
Ryan Krieger-Palmer ’04

Melissa Harbinson ’11 and Shane Patao ’11
celebrating their engagement.

John Larisey ’10 (At Large)
Jesse McClain ’13 (ASCLU-G President)
John Moore ’74 (At Large)
Linda (Lewis ’70) Nausin
Connie Stewart ’98, T.C. ’99, MBA ’03
Victoria (Dickran, MBA ’04) Torkay (At Large)

Show Your CLU Spirit
The online University
Bookstore is
the place to buy
your CLU stuff:
sweatshirts, tees
and polos, infant
“onesies,” diploma
frames, mugs,
umbrellas, auto
decals, Luther
statuettes and more.

WWW.CALLUTHERAN.EDU/BOOKSTORE
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Alumni Board of Directors

Amy Downing ’06

Samantha (Barnes) Olmon, Moorpark, Calif., is
assistant athletic trainer at CLU.
Deborah Sall, M.S., Palmdale, Calif., is
administrative assistant to the director of
Admissions & Records at College of the
Canyons in Santa Clarita.

Cortney Palm, Simi Valley, Calif., is an
Megan Lysaght, M.P.P.A. ’09, Washington,
actress with a lead role in the film Sushi
D.C., is a program manager at the American
Girl coming to theaters this summer. She
Civic Center. She finished a two-year service
married Sean Perez in October.
as a U.S. Peace Corps Volunteer in Azerbaijan
last summer. As a Community Economic
Nilanjan Dey Roy, M.S.C.S., Camarillo, Calif., is a
Development volunteer, Megan collaborated
with host country nationals at local micro-finance senior Web developer for OmniUpdate, a higher
education Web content management provider.
organizations, non-governmental resource

’11

Class Representatives
Kristen Luna
kluna@callutheran.edu

Margaret (Nish ’75) Tobin True
Russell White ’94
Office of Alumni & Parent Relations
Rachel Ronning ’99 Lindgren
Director
Mitzi Ward, M.S.
Associate Director
Lana (Howard ’06) Clark
Assistant Director
Melanie Fishman
Administrative Assistant

SAVE THE DATE
Alumni Association
Athletic Hall of Fame
2012 Induction Ceremony

Saturday, Sept. 15
APRIL 2012
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In Honor of the People

Museums cannot decide by themselves how to tell indigenous communities’ stories.
By Rosa Corral ’06

eginning with a senior project involving the La
For the museum staff, the ceremony affirmed the
Boyteaux Collection of New Guinea Art at CLU,
Kuringgai people’s right to reclaim their cultural material
I’ve had a series of opportunities to work with
in all of its forms. In Australia, museums are often more
indigenous collections. Each time, I’ve learned practical
advanced than the government in their attitudes and
skills involving the care and the exhibition of cultural
policies on these issues.
material, but more importantly, I have gained perspecFor the Kuringgai community, the return of ancestral
tive on the ethics of cultural property.
remains meant that the spirits of the individuals would
I’ve learned a simple lesson: possessing an object
finally be at rest.
does not entitle a museum to interpret and display it
For me, witnessing the effect that it had on the
as they please. Many collections housed in museums
community, the reburial ceremony brought the
have deep meaning for the descendants of people who
realization that repatriation is more than the transfer of
made and used them − meanings which may or may
objects or ancestral remains. It was a transfer of power
not align with the stories told by curators. However,
and part of a healing process.
museums are transitioning away from this imperialistic
After completing my program, I returned to the
paradigm and are starting to build relationships with
States intending to continue my work with indigenous
the communities in which their collections originated.
collections and projects that incorporate indigenous
Collaboration between museums and indigenous
perspectives. I began working on a project for the
communities on the process of interpretation and display
Minnesota Historical Society, digitizing a significant
is becoming the common practice.
regional collection of Ojibwe and Dakota cultural
In 2007, I moved to Australia to attend a graduate
material. This process included the creation of a
program in museum studies at the University of Sydney.
virtual exhibition called In Honor of The People
While conducting research for the Aboriginal Heritage
(inhonorofthepeople.org), which also serves as a platform
Unit of the Australian Museum, I learned first-hand
for American Indian voices and raises awareness about
the importance of developing positive relationships
Minnesota tribes.
between museums and indigenous communities.
Similar to a repatriation, the website restores
This bandolier bag, item 1520 in
the Minnesota Historical Society’s community access to cultural materials. In support of
I received an invitation to attend a repatriation
ceremony. Specialists at the Australian Museum were Bishop Henry Whipple Collection, ongoing language revitalization efforts in Minnesota, it
was made by Sophia Smith,
working with the University of Sydney to repatriate
includes Ojibwe and Dakota translations for the titles
a Minnesota Chippewa Tribe
Kuringgai ancestral remains that were believed to
member. The spot-stitch bag is of objects. When making decisions about content,
decorated with glass seed beads. design and display, and throughout the process,
date back to the 1500s. These were the last of 36
Indigenous Australian ancestral remains that the
our team consulted an American Indian Advisory
university had held for more than a century.
Committee of local Dakota and Ojibwe community
With the Metropolitan Aboriginal Land Council, descendants of the
representatives. At the committee’s request, we omitted the images
local Kuringgai community organized the ceremony and the traditional
of a number of culturally sensitive items. Photographs of objects
burial in a designated Aboriginal resting place. The ceremony took
considered possibly sacred were not included.
place north of the city in Sydney Harbour National Park, overlooking
This year, as museums in Minnesota observe the sesquicentennial
the Manly Quarantine Station that was originally used during the rise in
of the U.S.–Dakota War of 1862, controversy is sure to arise about
European immigration in the 1820s.
which items to put on display and which ones to withhold from public
The repatriation ceremony was emotional – a reminder of the
view. My experience tells me museums have a challenging task ahead.
painful history endured by Indigenous Australians. It had different
If there is to be any success, American Indian communities will need to
meanings for each of the parties involved. For the University of Sydney,
be equal partners throughout the process.
it was a rewarding moment, symbolizing a relationship of mutual
respect with local Aboriginal communities. University officials saw
Rosa Corral, a program researcher for the Minnesota Historical Society,
repatriations like this one as a move toward reconciliation between
credits her introduction to indigenous cultures to a California history course
Aboriginal people and the Australian government.
with professor Michaela Reaves.
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Email ideas and submissions for Vocations to kevinm@callutheran.edu.

SPRING 2012 EVENTS

V ocations
April

23-27 Sixth Annual Festival of Scholars

10

CLU Choir Home Concert, 8 p.m.

23

Hope for Everyone: Faith and Criminal Justice, 7 p.m.

12

Center for Equality and Justice Lecture Series, 4 p.m.
Dance and Advertising: How Does It Affect You?
Carla Walter

24

Mark Swed on Student Research in Music, 7:30 p.m.

25

Alumni Association Wine Tasting Event, 6 p.m.
Herzog Wine Cellars

13

Grandparents Day

26

Among the Shining Stars Gala, 5:30 p.m.

14

University Jazz Ensemble Spring Concert, 8 p.m.

14/15 Scandinavian Festival, 10 a.m.-5 p.m./10 a.m.-4 p.m.
15

Areté Vocal Ensemble, 2 p.m.
Bach and Beyond (Part II)

17

Reel Justice Film Series, 7 p.m.
Speaking in Tongues

19

Heroes in History, 7 p.m.
Douglas MacArthur: Return to Corregidor

20-29 Spring Musical, Jekyll & Hyde
Thousand Oaks Civic Arts Plaza
20, 21, 26, 27, 7:30 p.m.; 22, 28, 2:30 p.m.
21

Art Exhibition: Senior Art Students
(Through May 19)

22

Hats and High Tea, 2 p.m.
Wood Ranch Golf Club, Simi Valley

May

1

How to Get Your Kid into College

6

CLU Strings, 2 p .m.

6

University Wind Ensemble, 2 p.m.
An American Celebration
Conejo Community Park

11

Graduate Commencement, 4 p.m.

12

Baccalaureate, 8 a.m.
Undergraduate and ADEP Commencement, 10 a.m.

callutheran.edu/events

Much Ado
About Nothing
Directed by Kevin P. Kern

June 29-July 1, July 6-8 and
July 13-15, 8 p.m.

Romeo and Juliet
Directed by Brett Elliott

2012 SEASON

July 20-22, July 27-29 and
Aug. 3-5, 8 p.m.

For tickets and more information, visit

KingsmenShakespeare.com
Answers to Pop(ulism) Quiz on p. 5: 1–B. 2–A. 3–C. 4–C. 5–A. 6–D. 7–B. 8–D. 9–C. 10–A.
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daughter or son who has established a new address,
please notify us at the CLU Magazine website:
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